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University of the Western Cape 

Department of Linguistics 

Doctor of Philosophiae Dissertation  

 

Consent Forms (Individual Interviewees) 2014 

                             
INFORMED CONSENT FORM FOR PhD THESIS 

 

Date: 03 October 2014 

Study Title or Topic: Investigating the semiotic mobilescape as depicted on taxis commuting 

in Cape Town: A Semiotic Landscape Approach 

 

Researcher: Mathapelo Matsabisa, PhD candidate, Linguistics Department, University of the 

Western Cape.  

Purpose of the Research:  

I, Mathapelo Matsabisa, am a PhD student in the Department of Linguistics, at the University of the 

Western Cape, South Africa. For this degree, I seek to investigate the language on the public signs 

as depicted on taxis in Cape Town.   

 

Specifically, the study will seek  

(i) To determine the extent to which regionalization of languages is (a) maintained, (b) 

reproduced and (c) contested when making meaning and constructing the LL of Cape Town; 

(ii) To determine the sociohistorical materialities that producers and consumers of signage tap 

into when designing signage; 

(iii) To determine and explore how these materialities are employed for the purposes of 

commodification;   

(iv) To explore how identities are constructed and promoted through the messages. 

 

These objectives will help to analyse how the interaction of consumers, business owners, sign-

makers and policy formulators lead to the production of the language on the public signs (linguistic 

landscapes) of these study areas, given such factors as the regionalization of language, mobility and 

circularity of language, and the social-history of the social actors and the place. It also entails an 

examination of the identities mapped out through signage.  

My supervisor is Professor Felix Banda in the Department of Linguistics, University of the Western 

Cape, South Africa. He can be contacted on +27 823621100 or fbanda@uwc.ac.za.  

My contact details are as follows: Mathapelo Matsabisa, Linguistics Dept., UWC, phone: 

+27847003452 / +27729701517 or Mathapelo.matsabisa@gmail.com 

 

I would therefore like to request that your focus group form part of my research study. If this 

permission is granted, the following will be required of you, as a group: 

• As a participant, you will be required to answer questions about language in the public space 

in terms of language choice/use on signs, placement of signs, size, quality and their 
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usefulness. 

• You will have to look at some digital images of signs/artefacts which I will present to you 

and for each sign/artefact, you will be expected to answer questions or provide meanings. 

• You will also be asked to explain how much/often you rely on the signage and the type of 

signage to navigate your landscapes 

• The data obtained will be analysed to understand the social-economic bearing on the 

materiality of sign, resemiotization (stages of meaning-making) and re-contextualization of 

semiotic resources (language, images, inscriptions), mobility of semiotic resources and social 

historical factors which give rise to such signs and language choice.  

• Each interview session will last for approximately 20-30 minutes. 

 

Voluntary Participation: Your participation in the study is completely voluntary and you may 

refuse to answer any question or choose to stop participating at any time.  

Withdrawal from the Study: You can stop participating in the study at any time, for any reason, if 

you so decide. Should you decide to withdraw from the study; all data generated as a consequence 

of your participation will be destroyed. 

Confidentiality: All information you supply during the research will be held in confidence and, 

unless you specifically indicate your consent, your name will not appear in any report or publication 

of the research. Your data will be safely stored and only the researcher will have access to this 

information.  

Legal Rights and Signatures:  

I ________________________________ consent that I have read and understood the nature of the 

study and therefore wish to participate in this study entitled: INVESTIGATING THE SEMIOTIC 

MOBILESCAPES AS DEPICTED ON TAXIS COMMUTING IN CAPE TOWN: A 

SEMIOTIC LANDSCAPE APPROACH by Mathapelo Matsabisa. Further, I am aware that I am 

not waiving any of my legal rights by signing this form. My signature below indicates my consent.  

 

Signature          Date   

  

Participant  

 

Signature  Date 03 October 2014   

Researcher 
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