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`postmodern’, progressive Muslim and the demise of the moderate Muslim. Some 

characteristics of the postmodern Muslim is the relaxed attitude towards the authority of the 

Qur’an, gender and the position of other religions vis a vis Islam. The most striking similarity 

between progressive and moderate Muslims seems to be the outward markers.  

 

In the case of Amina Wadud-Muhsin she appears to be the picture of an orthodox Muslim yet 

she appears to deny the authority of the Qur’an which is one of the tenets on which Islam is 

based. This appearance of orthodoxy appears to be the legitimating factors in the acceptance of 

her views. It almost seems as though the fact that she veils makes it impossible for her to be 

anything other than an orthodox Muslim. Not quite. Dr. Shakira Cassim who recently attended 

the Second International Muslim Religious Leaders Consultation on HIV/AIDS held in Kuala 

Lumpur writes in an opinion piece in Al Qalam, that Muhsin contends that religious platitudes 

were not able to address the problem of HIV/AIDS and it seemed that the answers, apparently, 

based on the Qur’an and Sunnah were inadequate. She drives the point home with the 

following statement, 

In effect, what I present here emphasizes the ways that Islam and 

Muslims exacerbate the spread of HIV/AIDS and that a traditional 

theological response can never cure AIDS.185 

 

What is clear is that an orthodox, even dogmatic interpretation of Islam will not be sufficient to 

address the needs of Muslims in the 21st century. I would like to posit that what the Muslim 

community may need is a return to the Islamic concept of Ijtihad or exhaustive inquiry and 

continued exploration that challenges doctrinal views. It can therefore be said that if the 

                                                           
185 Dr Shakira Cassim, ‘Heated debate follows controversial paper’, Al-Qalam, June 2003, p.7. 
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intellectual epicentre of Islam continues to exist in the built structures that comprise its mosques 

then women have to become more actively involved in the institution and its establishment. The 

alternative, as is already being done, is that women create alternative structures which support 

their inherent humanity and accrue them the dignity that is due to them as persons, as women 

and as Muslims. 
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