






























































































































































































































































































































































influence the thinking of any society. For Gramsci, it would be difficult to conceive any challenge
to hegemonic notions without attending to the ideological common sense that it reinforces.
Asserting this point is Mike Wayne (2003) who looks at the media as part of the productive forces
of capital, alongside human labour and knowledge (Wayne, 2003: 36). He posits the media at the
productive point of capital not in the orthodox sense of production, but rather in the ideological
sense of creating the conditions of production. Moreover, Wayne’s intervention is important as it
shows that the battle of ideas, like Gramsci argues, is at the level of civil society which makes the
media an important tool given its agenda setting proclivities. Wayne further writes that “the
struggle between classes in effect is a fight carried out over the uses to which the forces of
production are put... the struggles around the communicative forces of production, are themselves
an important subset of the productive forces generally” (Wayne, 2003: 39). The case he makes
here is that the media is an integral part of capitalist social relations, which are the bedrock of the
status quo. Hence, in the case of the UWC experience, both UWC #FMF and the management
used the media as a tool to foreground its ideas on free education. For instance, drawing on an
example in the findings, both the UWC management and #FMF chapter had an increased presence
in the media during the time of protests — the presence informed fundamentally by their take on
free education. UWC #FMF relied on interviews with media houses, Television and radio stations
to articulate its position on the issues, which is exactly what the UWC management, through the
rector used as well. Another example is an interview | had on ANN7 where the chairperson of
Council Mthunzi Mdwaba and | were interviewed. In objective reflection on the interview, the
platform was meant to bring us closer to a meaningful solution, yet it ended with us further apart
then before it. This was due to the fact that we saw it as an opportunity to mobilize the audience’s

(public) sympathy.
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Ultimately, this analysis is important not only for its exposition on the role of the media in its
communicative apparatus form in the UWC experience. Also because it shows the actions and
reactions of both UWC as a representative of the state’s hegemonic notions on access to higher

education, and UWC #FMF as a representative of a counter-hegemonic disposition.

ii. Traditional vs. Social Media

When #FMF started, given the broad and positive reaction, it is arguable that it was received as a
breath of fresh air in the South African political landscape. South Africa, with its fair share of
issues at the time such as allegations of state capture and worrying economic uncertainty, caught
on to this wave of student protests with nostalgia of the past and reminiscent of the 1976 generation
of students who stood against the apartheid regime. This is a narrative shaped by the media as it
reported about #FMF. As the momentum of the protests grew nationally, as the language became
clearer and the determination of the #FMF cadre became more fortified, the media was there to

show it to the world, Munusamy of the Daily Maverick wrote:

“When Nelson Mandela died in December 2013, South Africa went through a period of
mourning and soul searching about who we were and where we were heading. We have
been in a state of leaderless turmoil for years and moments like Madiba’s death forced a

hard look at ourselves... ” (Ranjeni Munusamy, Daily Maverick 2015)

Munusamy (2015) reflects on the protests led by #FMF as an exposition of the state of leadership
in the country. Her reminiscent recalling of Nelson Mandela suggests how things might have been

better under him, and perhaps how the then President veered from his thinking. Munusamy is one
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of the most respected journalists in South Africa. She contributes to the rapidly growing Daily
Maverick media site which Moody (2013) describes as “the thoughtful, left-field news and analysis
website quickly picked up an audience and became a fixture in our media landscape”. This puts
her and others of her ilk in prime position to set the tone for society’s engagement with any
phenomenon. As such, it is interesting to note Munusamy’s positive reporting on #FMF in its

infancy stages, which does shift as #FMF evolves.

Mangaliso Nompula, UWC #FMF leader, echoing a similar feeling laments “we were darlings of
the media being coined as the golden generation, until we refused the 0% announcement by the
then President” (Interview with Nompula 2018). He shows here how the shift in media reporting
was informed, according to him and the leadership-group, by their insistence on protesting even
though Jacob Zuma had conceded to freeze fee increases. Nompula (2018) argues that this was not
the fight, the fight was for free education and thus felt no need to disband the struggle without
attaining its goal. Important to note, is that there-is a.concession, which the media works with,
before a shift in narrative which demonizes #FMF. My take here is that the media did not shift its
view of #FMF due to an instruction from the government, instead the media acted in the same way
it responds to all protest action; first as necessary dissent then, as the protests gain more traction
and cause more instability, as unreasonable anarchic actions informed by sinister motives. The
Marikana massacre is an example. The strike of August 2012 inspired headlines such as “Miners’
Strike for Better Wages” (Global Nonviolent Action Database, 2012) in which the articles
unpacked the sincerity of the demands for a R12 500 salary for rock drillers. The miners sustained
the strike and affected production which forced the mining management to enforce a deadline,
which the miners ignored. This sparked police intervention which arguably set the violence alight.

According to Hischel-Burns (2015) “some miners reacted to the shooting of fellow miners by
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taking a more violent approach and began carrying weapons”. It was after the retaliation of the
miners that headlines shifted. It started becoming untenable to support a strike that was violent,
and as such the pilgrimage in reporting becomes inevitable. This is no different to #FMF, and this
is not incidental, but is however ingrained in the common sense values of this society.

Therefore, it is these hegemonic ideas that make it inconceivable for the #FMF movement to
continue to insist on protests even though a concession to freeze fee increments was reached. As
Marx (1983) lamented on the dominant ideas in any regime being the ruling class ideas, here it is
proved that the media are products of broader naturalization of ideas and therefore their actions,
informed by these ideas, reinforce hegemonic notions of state/civil society engagements. The ideas
of limits, negotiation and compromise is beneficial to the state, hence when it is seen to give off
something, it is usually as something noteworthy. But this was not to be the case with #FMF, at

least not immediately.

In 2016 during the second installment of 'the #FMF protests after a spate of events the then Chief
Operations Officer of the SABC took a decision to no longer broadcast violent protests. Mr. Hlaudi
Motsoeneng was quoted by Eye Witness News saying "as a public service broadcaster we have a
mandate to educate the citizens, and we therefore have taken this bold decision to show that violent
protests are not necessary"” (Khoza, EWN, 2016). This was followed by the SABC dismissing eight
of its top journalists who took issue with what was a highly contested policy.

Moreover, the decision by the South African Broadcasting Commission to barre the
publishing/broadcasting of any violent protests, which could be a reaction to the #FMF protests
outbreak, shows a more deliberate action that had the capacity to shift public perception on #FMF.

If the media reporting is centered on #FMF being violent, there is no need to entertain whatever
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demands #FMF has. This is a sign of how the state, through the creation of a particular logic that
reinforces certain values, attempted to arrest the growing popularity of the movement which could
possibly erode its legitimacy moving forward, or even spark more protests from other groups in
society. As such, #FMF showed signs of gaining traction on public discourse, in as far as its
demands are concerned.

The common means of mass communication for the ##MF movement, across all participating
universities, was social media; Twitter and Facebook in particular. This pattern is deduced from
how the statements or call for meetings, announced on the social media platforms of the movement,
would be the point of departure for mainstream media reporting on the state of affairs in South
African campuses during that period. The University of the Western Cape executive, for example,
were constantly engaged in responses to UWC #FMF statements, which UWC #FMF published
on social media. This pattern shows how #FMF set the pace in the narrative of university fees,
which demanded a particular response from both university managers and the government. The
common thing was for university managers to'deflect responsibility to the government, for instance
when the Rector addressed the UWC students at the student centre he mentions that he sympathizes
with the cause as both a father and academic, but can however not make fee free education a
possibility as it is beyond the scope of his power®. This was always followed by the government
citing the limitations of the public purse. What is evident is that #FMF evoked a response and,
whether the response was what it desired or not, this shows how it brought the state to the table by

provoking its use of its different apparatus at its disposal to manage the situation.

9 #FeesMustFall #EndOutsourcing - UWC Friday 24t October 2015, Rector Speech, student response. YouTube
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Therefore, with the advent of technology new media as explained by Lister et.al. (2009) “has
expanded the processes through which information and representations of the media were
distributed”. New media has seen the introduction of other forms of media, with social media being
of interest in this case. Social media has allowed #FMF through the use of the widespread nature
of social media platforms, the hashtag (#) which acts as an alert and tracks trends to counter the
narrative proffered by the mainstream media to somewhat its advantage. For instance, as one of
the respondents mentioned in an interview that the UWC #FMF chapter leadership group would
encourage its members to be present on social media, Twitter and Facebook in particular, to
counter negative impressions on the movement, he says they used it as a rehabilitation tool for the
UWC #FMF brand (Interview with Philasande Manyala, 2017). #FMF used the social media
platform as a way of staying relevant amidst negative mainstream media reporting, and sustained
its capacity to mobilize. The fact that #FMF cadres went against a growing negative reputation, to
continue to wage its battle for access to education speaks volumes of the determination of the
students. Moreover, it shows that although it did-not call for the complete destruction of the
university, only more access, it did show qualities that threatened the hegemonic ideas of the status
quo in as far as relations between state and civil society. It went beyond the usually accepted
concessions, and hence forced the state to institute a much more repressive response in attempts

to manage it.

6.4 Repressive State Apparatus
This section will look at the repressive arm of the state and its intervention in #FMF students’
protests. The section will show how the data intersects with the theory, in as far as the RSA, as

coined by Althusser relates. Louise Althusser (1971:17) defines the repressive state apparatus as

123



“the Government, the Administration, the Army, the Police, the Courts, the Prisons, etc., which
constitute what I shall in future call the Repressive State Apparatus. Repressive suggests that the
State Apparatus in question ‘functions by violence’ — at least ultimately (since repression, e.g.
administrative repression, may take non-physical forms).”

The section will be organized as follows; looking at the South African Police Service, the UWC

Campus Protection Services and the SA Judiciary.

6.4.1 The South African Police Service
Most states around the world have got police services, or security police, which act as a service to
police or secure the citizens of a particular nation. South Africa is no different, however it
transitioned from having security police under apartheid to having a police service in democratic
South Africa. The security branch, as it was called was responsible for a range of issues. Potgieter
(1974) states the Security Branch was charged with internal security, primarily sabotage, other
guerrilla proponents and Communism, and ‘was:used extremely efficiently during the Apartheid
years to repress anti-government organizations. The apartheid police were instrumental, through

force and violence, in repressing any anti-apartheid logic.

The distinction between Apartheid and democratic policing is important as it shows clearly the
contradictions that are presented in society even by a ‘police service’ in democratic SA that is
expected to protect and serve South African communities. Therefore in this section | will unpack
the involvement of the police in #FMF, particularly at UWC, in order to use the theory to
understand its utility in the processes of managing contradictions and sustaining particular

hegemonic notions.
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On the 21% of October 2015 when the UWC #FMF chapter took to the streets outside the University
campus, rushing to block the busy Robert Sobukwe road, it was to be the first interaction between
the students and police. As explicated in the findings, the students on this day broadened the
horizons of the protest to gain traction in the South African discourse as a means to apply pressure
on the state. One of the respondents in the research, Nompula, said this strategy was informed by
the need to institute what he termed “a two-tiered strategy”. Nompula notes that the movement
had gained momentum on campus using local campus issues but also had to find a way to attend
to the central demand of the movement; free decolonial education (Interview with Mangaliso

Nompula, 2018).

However, the public order police unit intervened- after traffic had to be redirected due to the
blockade. The Police issued two warnings before spraying water cannons over the masses of
students, and deploying teargas to disperse the students. The process resulted in the injury of three
female students, which was confirmed by a‘statement'made by the Rector on October 21 2015.
The consequence of this particular collision was that students feared continuing the protest at first.
The leadership, as unpacked in chapter five, was tasked with the challenge of using the collision
with police as a way to agitate students further, to justify a revolutionary outlook on the movement
which would give it more traction. Students like Miss Khumalo, another respondent in the
research, were angered by what she saw as police brutality and was more determined to see the
aims and objectives of the movement through. What is noteworthy here is that the police responded
in a way that looked merely to disperse the students from blocking a road, which resulted in chaos
and injury to some, however the UWC #FMF chapter used this as a way to further consolidate a
mass student base. This incident was followed by more drastic collections with the police that

resulted in arrests and injuries of security personnel, police and students.
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In chapter five there is a description of what is termed a fateful moment for UWC #FMF, the 11%"
of November. On this day a protracted collision between students and police ensued. The
interesting thing about the police on this occasion is that they were working on orders of a court
interdict. The attitude of the police was informed by ‘curbing protests by all means necessary’
instead of dispersing students. The repressive element of the interdict will be dealt with later in
this chapter. For now, it is to note that 22 students were arrested on the day, according to an article
published in News24 on the 26! of October 2015. Some of the respondents recall the police being

harsher, according to their measure, than earlier encounters.

Furthermore, one can deduce a shift in attitude of the police from before and after both the no
increment announcement by the President and-the.interdict against protests. After the no fee
increment announcement, and on-going-protests, I received an email with an interdict with my
name on it that read “UWC vs Lindokuhle Mandyoli and 11 others”. The interdict had my name
along with 11 other leaders of the movement. The ‘interdict barred protesting in groups and
sanctioned the names on the interdict and those who associate with them from gathering. The
relations deteriorated significantly between UWC #FMF and the university after the interdict was
sought by the UWC executive management. It was clear that the university could no longer
manufacture some sort of truce and thus had to resort to a much more repressive strategy. It is here
where the theory can explain the move from an ideological effort to manufacture consent, to a
repressive one. As such, as has been the case in this chapter, understanding counter-hegemony is
best done in tension with hegemony. Hence, UWC #FMF pushed the hegemonic to a point where

it needed to be repressive in defense of its hegemony.

The police, acting within their ambit and arresting protesters and ‘ensuring’ peace are doing so in

satisfaction of what they understand to be right. The institution of policing is itself informed by
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the logic that there cannot be sustained unrest, no matter how worthy the cause maybe. Hence, the
intervention of this theses, as enshrined in Gramscian thought, is that the common sense values
that inform policing, are that which are hegemonic in society. For instance, the Marikana massacre
can be used as an example. The Marikana Massacre was a tragic shooting, resulting from a
collision between police and mine workers, which was sparked by a violent police intervention in
a strike of LonMin workers on a veld near the Nkaneng shack settlement in Marikana on Thursday,
16 August 2012 (Marinovich, 2012). The incident resulted in 34 miners dying and an additional
78 more injured, causing a series of public backlash levelled against the police and the South

African government. Marinovich (2012) continues

“Further controversy emerged after it was-discovered that most of the victims were shot in
the back and many victims were shot far from police lines. It was the single most deadly
incident between police and the civilian population in South Africa since the 1960
Sharpeville Massacre and has been referred ‘to as.a turning-point in post-1994 South

African society ”

Again, it is important to note the difficulty to conceive how police officers, with families, would
go out one day to kill more than 30 human beings. This is not entirely usual, however the logic of
police work in defense of the common sense values of the state it operates in makes it normal to
do so. This can also be detected by the public’s reaction to the massacre. Yes there were pockets
of sustained backlashes, however over time the overwhelmingly hegemonic notions of what is
normal and acceptable took over even the most sympathetic hearts. So the bourgeoisie state has to
constantly influence ideas in society as a means of managing the contradictions. Hence, the killing

of 34 human beings by the police can be lost in the pages of history without significant and
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sustained campaigns against it; the values of the society have found it normal to defend the logic

of the South African state.

Thus, #FMF was questioning those very values, and ignited a repressive strategy from the police
in defense of hegemonic notions, which benefit the ruling and capitalist class. Therefore, as much
as a society without a police service or a judiciary is inconceivable it is also important to look
critically evaluate the logic that informs their existence and how they feed into power relations in

society.

6.4.2 The Judiciary
The Judiciary has had a notable role in the #FMF protests and has influenced perception and even
capacity of the ##FMF movement to mobilise. In this section the judiciary will be explored as a
repressive apparatus whose actions can be seen as deflating the #FMF movement. The section will
review the number of students arrested during the protests'at UWC and give a brief account of the
prosecutorial processes that followed arrests, as part of the ways in which the state has been
repressive against the movement. Notwithstanding this intention, the study notes, guided by the
theory, that the judiciary is an integral part of a democracy and would be viewed by an uncritical
eye as being independent and always working in the best interest of social justice. The study
concedes, to this end, that those ideals might be inscribed in the founding and guiding principles
of the judiciary, but the judiciary, much like any other institution of the state is a function of the
logic and hegemonic notions of the state. Therefore, it is the intervention of this study that the

judiciary’s punitive measures in dealing with #FMF activists was informed by a reinforcing of
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these hegemonic notions; almost saying ‘we agree education should be accessible, but accept the

concession at least it’s something’.

According to Lethukuthula Ntombela, an accounting graduate at UWC arrested in his residence in
2015, over a period of two years (2015/2016) a total of 54 students were arrested. Eight of these
students, in the 2015 year were released on a warning. Whilst the rest had to stand trial at the
Bellville Magistrate’s Court. A sum of 20 of the students charged were only dropped in 2017 and
the final 25 were dropped in March of 2018, this is two years after being arrested. Many students’
arrested in 2016, including Ntombela, bail was denied at their first appearance in court. The Daily
Maverick (2016) wrote “UWC students marched back to campus to meet and decide on a plan of
action after 25 students were denied bail in the Bellville Magistrate's Court on Friday”. The judge
impressed on the students, and the audience in the court that these protests were infringing on the
rights of other students to write exams and use facilities that would allow them to perform
optimally. I surmise that in a punitive way the judge sent a-message to the rest of UWC #FMF
about the consequences of continued protest. The arrested students were sent to one of South
Africa’s most notorious prisons, Pollsmoor Correctional Centre (Personal Communication with
Lethukutula Ntombela, 2018). The students stayed there for a week as the judge awaited the state

to gather evidence required. This was the first sign of the judiciary’s punitive hand.

| was present in the courtroom when the judge handed down the bail denial. One could tell that he
was irritated with the students and was deliberately, in his own words, teaching all those who
“went against law and order a memorable lesson”. Thus, the judiciary, in partnership with the
police, was doing what seemed as the right thing; locking up thugs who disrupt exams and burn
buildings. Yet, it is the constitutional framework, which informs the judiciary, upon which the

#FMF’s central demand rests on. This is not to say violence is acceptable, but is to show that

129



Gramsci’s theory of hegemony which posits ruling class ideas as common sense values fairly
explains how society can see police shooting unarmed students as unfortunate but necessary and
students throwing stones at police as violent and barbaric. The point is, these ideas are not objective

realities, but informed by social constructs meant to satisfy a particular hegemonic agenda.

Thus, #FMF as a case, with the intervention of the framework of analysis, shows the repressive
arm of the state and it is explicable in Marxian, Gramscian and Althuserian terms. Ultimately, now
that the principal contradictions that inform the contradictions between state and civil society have
been unpacked and the managing of these contradictions through certain institutions (ISA and

RSA) it is important to proceed to unpack whether UWC #FMF had a counter hegemonic quality.

6.5 UWC #FMF: A Case for Counter Hegemony
The study has throughout concerned itself with building up a bedrock of research, frameworks and
analysis that would determine whether—a case for understanding the extent of the counter
hegemonic qualities within #FMF. The study has used a useful framework from which to assess
this, and as such will here make final extrapolations in answering the principal research question

of this study; to what extent was #FMF UWC a counter-hegemonic force?

After having foregrounded the hegemony of the state and the hegemonic notions surrounding
access to higher education, here the study shows how #FMF, at UWC in particular, acted as a
counter-weight to that. In this way, it will show clearly the extent of UWC #FMF’s counter-

hegemonic quality.

6.5.1 Hegemonic Notions vs. UWC #FMF agenda
The study noted the need to narrow its analysis to specific periods, institutions and moments to

satisfy a thorough assessment of hegemony. Therefore, the analysis of the media, the university,
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the police service and the judiciary, the study has identified two parallel processes that exist. The
hegemonic notions, whether reinforced by individuals or institutions and then there is the #FMF
agenda, whether informed by its leaders or the actions of its members. Hence, a fair way to assess
counter hegemony would be to understand to what extent #FMF has operated outside of what
would be considered the hegemonic boundaries. In this way it is possible to make a case for counter

hegemony.

As noted in the theory, Gramsci alludes to the intricacies of domination. Anderson (1976: 6) adds
to this by noting that “for Gramsci, a class cannot dominate in modern conditions by merely
advancing its own narrow economic interests; neither can it dominate purely through force and
coercion. Rather, it must exert intellectual and-moral leadership, and make alliances and
compromises with a variety of forces”. The idea that hegemonic notions are not purely sustained
or arrived at through violent means, but need ideological means holds true in the case of UWC
#FMF. The university allowed for protestsito go.on for about a week before instituting processes
of an interdict, after attempts to deflate ##MF both at UWC and nationally had failed. The no fee
increment concession can also be seen as a compromise made in order to avoid further protests
which had the potential to hurt the status quo. | refer to the interdict here as it brings together all
the apparatuses examined in this study. The university through the judiciary seek an interdict,
which when granted is enforced by the police. The instructive nature of the interdict allows police
to manage the protests by any means necessary. Hence, there is an unwitting coming together of
the apparatuses of the state in defense of state control and hegemony. Hence, for Gramsci there is
a reliance on the process of manufacturing consent, to avoid clear unconcealed coercion as it holds

potential of sparking contestation.
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Thus, for all of these apparatuses of the state to be activated and work in what looks to be in sync,
it means that there truly existed a dichotomy between hegemonic notions and the #FMF agenda.
Moreover, the media’s two-tiered reporting on #FMF, the UWC’s shift in managing protests, the
punitive nature of the judiciary and the insistence by UWC #FMF to continue denote that there is
a considerable counter-hegemonic quality within UWC #FMF. Albeit operating within the logic
of the state- using the right to protest, the university setting, the constitutional clause on access to
higher education- UWC #FMF challenges the ideas that the state can offer a good, fail to deliver
it and negotiate by making menial compromises as a way out of delivery. Also, UWC #FMF by
refusing the concession, and engaging in combative ways of forcing the university and the state,
shows that its agenda was a threat to hegemonic common sense values and as such the activation

of the repressive apparatus.

6.5.2 Counter-Hegemony in Practice

There are moments found in the data that directly speak to the actions of UWC #FMF being
counter-hegemonic. In some of these instances these moments are not as successful as perhaps
envisaged, but the study judges them more on the objectives rather than the outcome. However, it
is important to engage with the outcomes of the moments as well because they help answer what
this study contends with.

When speaking to the Student Governance Manager, Mr. Mdepa, he cited how in many ways UWC
#FMF challenged the normal ways of engaging issues at UWC. He cites his discomfort with some
of the techniques employed by UWC #FMF in its quest to get its demands met. He further notes
the disruptive effect of UWC #FMF when he says “the operations of the university were
constrained. We could not access venues to have assessments carried out, health care facilities

were shut down, the whole place was at a stand-still” (Interview with Mr. Mdepa, 2018). Mr.
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Mdepa’s response shows just how UWC #FMF was determined to get their demands met at a very
high cost. This is because in the process to gain a victory that would benefit all students, they had
to sacrifice those very students — albeit momentarily — to get what they want. The ‘marathon
meeting’ as cited in the findings can be seen as another attempt at manufacturing consent. The
outcome of the meeting that took more than 7 hours was a very contentious one, as deduced from
the Facebook update of UWC #FMF. The said meeting came back with a lot of commitments to
commissions and task teams to tackle the issues raised, and as expected angered the students
(Outcome of Meeting between UWC Management, SRC and #FMF). Normally, in student protests
on the UWC campus in particular it usually takes one meeting to regain normalcy. However, with
the #FMF experience it was different. The leaders were told by the masses to take back that
agreement and restart negotiations. This showed how  the ‘counter-hegemonic quality of UWC
#FMF is not merely measured against the university, but also within the movement itself in relation
to power structures and decision making. This again shows a very fluid sense of organization and
strategy, which is informed by the radical alternative formation that #FMF is.

Dr. Leuscher mentions that one of the other significant things about #FMF was that it “sparked a
lot of solidarities among the student body and other allies, which had not been seen for a long
time” (Interview with Dr. Leuscher, 2018). This shows how #FMF acted as a fresh voice in the
terrain of student activism. The voice might not be new, as Dr. Leuscher alludes, but it is fresh and
opened possibilities that were dead or never been seen. This illustrates how the movement pushed
boundaries, defied narrow organization along party lines in order to make a greater impact that
would benefit students. This is important because there were signs of attempts to divide the
movement along traditional narrow party affiliation. | recall SASCO National Executive

Committee releasing a statement which urged all branches to refrain from engaging in #FMF,
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which was followed by some branches, including UWC. However, some institutions stayed
resolute and were strengthened by these efforts. The analysis, using the tools developed in chapter
three, demonstrate the nuanced nature in which we should view hegemony and counter-hegemony.
Also, it makes it difficult to answer the question without any qualifications. Hence, the study will

conclude by summarizing all its work and providing a fitting answer to the research questions.
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Conclusion

7.1 Answering the Question
This section brings the different parts of the whole study together in answering the main question.
Along with concluding remarks, the section will also provide a final engagement in relation to the
research question. This will be achieved by drawing on the background, introduction, the situating
of the study, the framework of analysis, methods employed, data gathered and the analysis of such
data to answer the ultimate research question of this study; to what extent and whether #FMF has
counter-hegemonic quality, using the UWC experience as a case.
The study was set up by the first chapter by drawing on the history of the South African student
movement and its struggles for free education. The international student movement was partially
engaged in an effort to understand the genealogy of students within the university. The first chapter
also engaged with the problem raised by this research which is the low numbers of students who
have access to higher education despite constitutional guarantees to do otherwise. The background
laid a foundation for the unpacking of the context of the study.
In chapter two the context of the study acted as a further expounded on the problem in order to
situate the inquiry. The context chapter helps situate the study in order to go into the framework
of analysis and research methods quite freely.
Chapter three was dedicated to the development of a thorough framework for analysis. The point
was to carefully select theory which would be tested against the data and give the necessary
explanatory power for the problem. The theory consists of Gramsci’s consent and coercion and
Althusser’s more direct understanding of the two in the form of ideological state apparatus and
repressive state apparatus. The framework of analysis might be derived from scholars who wrote

a long time ago, but the relevance and explanatory power allows it to be a usable tool to deal with
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the study’s questions. The set up was to understand Gramsci’s notion of hegemony by unpacking
his use of consent and coercion to explain the state’s behavior in maintaining dominance. Then to
look at liberal democratic theory for its importance in understanding constitutional democracy,
however noting how it falls short in explaining the contradictions that arise from such a society.
As such, the framework moved to using Althusser’s explication of the ISA and RSA as a direct
way of showing in what practical ways the state manages its relations with civil society. The
framework analysis, is also supported by a fairly thorough research method. The study uses auto-
ethnography which draws from the experiences of the author, while engaging with over ten other
interviewees, YouTube videos, economic statistics, media statements, media articles and speeches
in attempts to triangulate the data. As such, against the data the theory has proven capable of
showing counter-hegemonic elements within- UWC #FMF. By successfully outlining the

hegemonic it makes it easier to examine the extent of counter hegemony.

Moving to the findings, the methods of. data collection allowed for rich findings which when
viewed against the theory show signs of notable counter-hegemonic qualities in #FMF. | concede
that the study could have engaged with more officials from the state, however, the issues of
proximity and sensitivity of the topic hindered such. This limitation however does not take away
from the data collected from other valuable sources. Instead, for future research there could be an
engagement with a broader audience of respondents to test the veracity of the theory and answer
the question more comprehensively. Finally, as explicated in the analysis chapter this study finds
that UWC #FMF has got significant counter-hegemonic quality. It challenges common sense
notions around access to higher education. It uses tactics and strategies that go against the norm,
it challenges formal bureaucratic norms which hinder it from operating with freedom under the

SRC in the university. It shuts down a university, in demanding for access to more. It disrupts
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examinations, the most sacred occasion after graduation at any university. It refuses concessions
on the basis of ‘no compromise’. It moves from protest to resistance as it engages the police in
combat form. It develops a league of cadres who get arrested, released and return to the picket line.
It uses social media as a counter-weight to traditional media. All these elements, found in
Gramscian thought, show significant signs of counter-hegemony as they are directly aimed at

hegemonic notions or institutions.

Nonetheless, informed by the parameters as set out by this study in its initial conception, the point
was never to declare #FMF counter-hegemonic, but to find out the extent. As such, the final answer
is that UWC #FMF was not completely counter-hegemonic, in terms laid out by the theory. As it
operated leaning on the framework of hegemonic-notions (constitution) to wage its battle for free
education. It also fought for more access to an-institution that it concedes reinforces hegemonic
notions through curricular and institutional culture. Hence, as much as UWC #FMF espoused some

sort of counter-hegemony, which is significant, it did'this within the parameters of the hegemonic.

Needless to say, hegemonic notions prevailed as two years down the line it is as if the protests did
not happen. Although the former President, Jacob Zuma, announced free education for the poor —
with its own implementation challenges — there is a return to ‘normalcy’ which has swept any talk
of decolonization or free education under the rug. For instance, | am now employed and outside
the realm of student activism, so are many other activists of the movement. As Dr. Leuscher puts
it “student activists come and go, like you are now a Master’s student who says you are no longer
on the ground”. He demonstrates how the nature of universities do not allow for long term service

by activists, and as such the loss of institutional memory takes a knock on momentum as well.
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Moreover, the phasing out of activists, is also a consequence of the principal contradiction raised
earlier in this chapter that forces people in this society to sell their labour in order to reproduce
themselves. Hence, the hegemonic notions do not only exist in the realm of ideas but also the
material reality of even the people who seek to challenge them. Finally, as Marx said “we cannot
live in the ideal world in our minds”, and so the hegemonic values, even though it takes punches
here and there (#FMF, #Marikana etc.) it rises against that using consent and coercion to maintain
its dominance. Hence, the realities that inform the relations between civil society and the state are

not incidental, but as a consequence of the logic of hegemonic ideas that reinforce them.
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