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Interview 1 

Researcher: Ok so, for record purposes let me start of indicating to you again the need to 

maintain confidentiality as we engage hence we have said your names are 

optional if you feel you don’t want to put it then you can leave it. Okay well I 

think we probably should start because. I also like to again say thank you for 

agreeing to participate but just like I explained earlier of the record, you are more 

than welcome to withdraw from the study at any time and I will not hold it against 

you in any manner. Do you guys understand this and if you do please kindly 

complete the confidentiality form I gave you earlier. Are there any questions 

before we start or before you sign the confidentiality forms? 

Participants:  No, no (shaking head) 

Researcher: Ok, uhm before we start I also just wanted to say that I will be asking some 

questions as we go along, what I would like you to do however is to please 

respond as honestly and as truthful as you can. You are however welcome to not 

respond to a particular question if you do not feel comfortable about it. And 

because we are sitting here as a group, lets respect each other’s views and to make 

it more organized I only ask that we allow one person to speak at time.  

Participants:  Ok! 

Researcher: Ok, just a general overlook, how long have you guys been staying in Hanover 

Park? 

Participant 1: Seven years 

Researcher: Seven years; and before that? 

Participant 1:  I lived in Manenberg with my mother and moved to stay with my dad when my 

mother died. 

Researcher: Ok. And you…? 

Participant 2 My whole life I’ve lived here 

 

 

 

 



Researcher: So your whole life you’ve been practically in Hanover Park? 

Participant 2: And it has changed a lot 

Researcher: I will get back to that point, bi would love for you to identify the specific changes 

that have happened. What about you my guy, how long have you resided in 

Hanover Park.  

Participant 3: My whole life also I have been here. 

 (Interruption by participant 4,5,6) all of us have been leaving here in Hanover 

Park since we were babies.   

Researcher: Ok thank you for that, coming back to you. You said a lot has changed since you 

stay here. What has changed exactly? 

Participant 1: Yes! People… 

Researcher: How so? 

Participant 1:  Like violence. It wasn’t like this before 

Researcher: Ok so what… (Interruption) 

Participant 1: Sometimes you don’t feel safe in your own… (Disturbance) how can I put it now. 

Participant 2: In your own environment 

Participant 1:  yes in your own environment 

Participant 2: or area if I can put it that way 

Researcher: What do you mean in your own environment, are you talking about your house or 

the street or… 

Participant 1: Our homes are fine, its being out there that’s a nightmare.  

 

 

 

 



Participant 2: Sometimes you can’t even walk out of the house or go to a different street 

because of gangs or maybe because the gang that stays there is an enemy to the 

gang that stays in your street. 

Researcher: Is it only the gang members that can’t freely walk or everyone is affected? 

Participant 3: All of us, even if you are not a gang, they say you are there to spy for the other 

gangs especially for us boys they think just because you are tall or big then you 

are a gangster which is not true.  

Researcher: Is it because you are a young male that they do this or….? 

Participant 3: I cannot just visit my friends who stay where the Hard Livings are and mina I stay 

where the Laughing Boys area cause they just assume that any adult boy has been 

recruited by gangs…if I visit there now and you see how tall I am as a guy, they 

will just think that I am a gangster myself so I can’t go there” 

Researcher: Do the girls experience the same thing or this only happens to boys? Like do you 

feel that as a young woman you are not safe as gangs may attack you while 

walking in the community?  

Participant 4: Sometimes 

Researcher: Times like when exactly are you referring to as sometimes? 

Participant 4: It’s not necessarily because I am a girl but what not to be afraid of…what’s to not 

be afraid of when they are always waiting at the school gates and we have to walk 

home alone, not all of us have our fathers picking us at the gate and we walk and 

the gangs take our money and anything they can sell to buy drugs 

Researcher: Ok, correct me if I am wrong but are you saying you feel unsafe not because you 

are a female but simply because gangs are everywhere. 

Participant 4: Ja! (sic) 

 

 

 

 



Researcher: I will get back tour point of gangs waiting at the school gates. I need however to 

get clarity on the issue of the different streets that some of you spoke about and to 

my understanding, are you taking of gang turf? 

Participants: Ja (sic)…the areas that gangs operate in. 

Researcher: Has any of you guys ever experienced these problems were gang turf affects you 

directly?  

Participant 5: Even the people…ja! 

Researcher: You have experienced it? 

Participant 5: Ja 

Researcher: Do you care to share? 

Participant 5: I had to literally run for my life one day when I decided to take a shot cut going to 

Shoprite. Like gangs in my street they don’t walk in Grove Road but I it’s shorted 

and when the Dixies in Grove Road saw me…they started chanting, it was in 

Afrikaans, you wouldn’t understand and after that I ran. They just wanted to scare 

me off I think.  

Researcher: ok! So, sorry sir, where do you stay? 

Participant 5: Me? 

Researcher: yes 

Participant 5: Grieta Court and there the gang is the Sexy Boys 

Researcher:  What do you think would have happened if the gangs caught you and how were 

you feeling then.  

Participant 5:  I was scared really, and I don’t know what they would have done. All I can say is 

never interfere with gang laws because they get violent. 

 

 

 

 



Participant 4: Each gangs stays in one turf which they rule and we like stay in the other turf 

belonging to a different gang. The other gang comes to their turf…(hand gestures 

a gang) they shoot him immediately and ask questions later.  

Participant 5: Only if the gangs like make peace then you can walk, like during Eid time the 

gangs all agree that no one is going to shoot. 

Researcher: How is it though that you guys are affected by gang turfs when you are not gangs? 

Participant 3: Boetie (brother) you don’t stay in here I see, gangs claim us and see you as one of 

their own whether you are a gang members or not.  

Participant 2: It’s funny because gangs classify you as one of them even when you are not a 

gang member so when you walk in a different turf, to the other gang members you 

are a person coming from a different gang.  

Researcher: How do you guys experience this though? 

Participant 2:  Each gang has their own turf where they rule now and like the Mongrels rule 

Ryburg side and if they are seen by people they will shoot them.  

Researcher:  When you say my people who are you referring to? 

Participant 2: I stay where the Americans rule and although I am not a gang member they regard 

me as one of them that is why I call them my people. It does not mean that I am a 

gang member myself.  

Participant 1:  Come to think of it, all of us including the girls are affected by the issue of turf. 

My cousin dated a Sexy Boy (local gang in Hanover Park) and so the gangs had 

like a war and I was walking with my cousin and the gangs see us walking 

together then they came told my cousin to give her boyfriend and the other gang a 

message but they said it like so violent (sic) something like that.  

Participant:  It’s wise to just stay away from a place that belongs to another gang. 

Researcher:  So that brings me to my next question and I need you guys to think about it. Let 

me give a critical example. In Hanover Park this past month there was a baby who 

 

 

 

 



was involved in a cross fire, you guys might have heard but the baby who ended 

up at Red Cross. He was shot, it was a baby who was shot in a cross fire while 

crossing the street and I don’t know if you heard the story. Eeerr, last week or two 

weeks back there was a child a grade 11 learner shot in Athlone 

Participants:  Yes, yes I had about the story. It was on ENEWS and in the Voice I think 

Researcher: Yes it was. And mmmm…So all these incidences are happening in Hanover Park 

and they happening while you guys are watching. And you guys have experienced 

this more than I do and you know this, about this more than I do. So from, from 

(sic) your guys take. What has been your experience with such incidences 

whether they are linked to gangs or not.   

Participant 1: The people dying 

Participant 2: It is emotional 

Researcher: Ok! What do you mean the people are dying and I understand it is emotional but 

can you explain more on that? 

Participant 2: I’d feel a bit scared when people are dying like that because you don’t know who 

is next. You are scared basically…. 

Participant 3: (Interrupts participant 2)…and the people are dying for real. Gangs are killing 

people every day.  

Researcher: Ok, so do you feel like this every day or some days are better than others?   

Participant 2: Not every day! 

Researcher: Not every day! Can you explain further? Is it the killings or those the gangsters 

that you are scared of mostly?  

Participant 2: The killings. They don’t happen every day. Some days are actually very peaceful 

and quite.  

 

 

 

 



Researcher: Like how often then would you say they happen and this question is for all of you 

guys? 

Participant 4:  It depends, they don’t just start fighting, sometimes it’s because a gang members 

is shot and they are revenging and sometimes it can be a simply fight but know 

that when they fight they fight to kill, they are not afraid to take a life.  

Researcher:  these killings you refer to, has anyone witnessed any or have you been directly 

affected by them in any way.  

Participant 4:  Like myself or just other people that I know. 

Participant 4: I haven’t seen someone who is not a gang being shot but we hear stories and 

besides when they start fighting they don’t select because the gangs can fire at any 

one even if there are babies they don’t care they just shoot so if you don’t run you 

get shot for nothing. 

Researcher: This brings me to my next question; do you guys know who the gang members in 

your community are? 

Particiapant1: Yes, these are people we know.  

Participant 3: We just pass them.  

Participant 5: we know them and some the gang members are masterminds that take control of 

the younger people and tell them to go shoot or rob people and recruit at a young 

age and it’s easy for them to get new members because its people that you maybe 

grew up and you trust them.  

Researcher: When you say recruit, do you feel like you have an option to not be a gang 

member especially when you said they claim you or are you just forced to be a 

gang member? 

Participant 6: No (interrupted by the group yelling sometimes). 

Participant 3:  Mostly people come themselves to the gangs 

 

 

 

 



Participant 5:  For protection! 

Participant 6: And for wine and stuff because the gang gives people free wine and braai meet if 

you are one of them you see. If you are not a gang then you can just come where 

the gangs are and drink wine and eat free meat if you are one of them. It helps a 

lot of people that do not have food at home you see. Afterwards again and again, 

you become one of them for real and they start asking you for favors like to go 

rob someone or hide drugs for them.  

Particiapant1: If you associate yourself with them then they will classify you as an American.  

Researcher: You said something about protection 

Participant 5:  Mhhh (mumbles) yes some boys, young boys join gangs to protect themselves 

from other children maybe from being bullied or something but once they join a 

gang, they become bullies themselves.  

Researcher: Who becomes the bully? 

Participant 5:  the people once they join gangs. They call you names say bad thing about you in 

your face. Like other times, you could be sitting in the playground and they just 

come and you know you have to move and give them a sit…or one day you know 

what happened to me on my way to school, this other lighty (sic) a gang member 

came to me and told me to pick dog shit and put it in my bag because he doesn’t 

like litter…that’s kak (sic) my broe (sic). 

Researcher: Now I have realized you guys keep refereeing to violence in the community 

especially shooting, what has been the experience for you guys in relation to this 

violence? 

Participant 1: Ahh a few days ago, one of my friends, he doesn’t go to school here in Hanover 

Park though. He was shot there in Lavender Hill so the shot him two in the one 

leg and two and the arm and one here in his stomach (gestures to the belly) but he 

is still alive and he will not worry about the gangs but continue as who he is. 

Researcher: That is very sad. 

 

 

 

 



Participant 1: It is especially the fact that he is not a mhh…he is not a gang member. 

Researcher:  so why did he get shot at if you don’t mind me asking? 

Participant 1: I don’t know but sometimes gangs just shoot maybe because they don’t care. I 

really don’t know why he got shot though to be honest with you. What I can tell 

you for sure though is that he is not a gang member. 

Researcher: Are there any of you with similar experiences. These can be things you have seen 

or heard in Hanover Park? 

Participant:  Mhhh, this that we observe…things that we see. The gangs are here to tear down 

our community; they are not building us up or anything and if you perhaps go to 

the shops then they want to rob you 

Participant 2:  And they don’t care who you are, they rob you still even if you are child going to 

buy food for home and stuff. For them its all about status, who has the most girls 

or who has the most guns and they want to rule the whole area. 

Researcher: Ok, how many gangs do you know to be in Hanover Park? 

Participant 2: A lot. Tjoo, how can I say, every street there will be a new gang there but these 

are smaller gangs you see. 

Participant 6: and the other thing is that a lot of them are not necessarily gangs but drug addicts 

and it’s difficult sometimes to separate the two. Like how can I say it, the big 

gangs supply them with heroin or tik which they sell for the big gangs. 

Researcher: coming to the issue of drugs, who supplies them? 

Participants:  (interruption and participants speaking at once) big gangs supply the drugs and 

the smaller gangs don’t always pay for them like they can say kill someone or 

something. If they tell you to shoot someone then they soema tell you they are 

gonna buy you a car. You must choose what you want. 

Researcher:  Ok still on the issue of drugs, you say gangs ask people to maybe sell their drugs 

for them, do they ask you as leaners or just adults 

 

 

 

 



Participants: (Speaking at once) mostly leaners. 

Researcher: ok are you referring to high school learners of in primary school.  

Participant 1: Its mostly high school learners that they ask to sell drugs for them and the leaners 

sell the drugs here at school. 

Researcher: had any of you ever been approached to sell drugs for a gang?  

Participants: No 

Researcher: why is it you haven’t been approached or you resist the urge to sell drugs for the 

gangs. 

Participant 6: we just avoid the gangs like I wouldn’t want anything to do with them.  

Participant: and we see how the people live their lives every day and we know how they do 

things so we don’t see the benefit of doing that. 

Researcher:  Ok. Who do the leaners sell the drugs to though? 

Participant 6: They sell them here at school and we know who these people is that sell drugs but 

because they are expensive no leaners buy drugs here so they end up selling to 

people outside you see.  

Researcher: Looking and the issue of drugs as  a whole considering the drugs, violence and 

turfs as you guys mentioned earlier. How does all of this affect your school work? 

Participants: A lot….Tjooo 

Participant 1: sometimes you can’t even walk to school. When you come to school they shoot 

right in the morning. 

Researcher: Does this happen every day or what? 

Participant 2: Not every day, it’s usually when a big gang is fighting another big gang. Like the 

Mongrels versus the Americans…and the ghettos that side of Hanover Park 

(gestures East). They can’t come through this side because this side is Americans 

 

 

 

 



now all that children that attend Crystal must stay at home because they will shoot 

them also. 

Participant 4: Sometimes they will hijack you and keep you until the other gang come get you. 

It’s like they want to call out another gang to a fight by keeping you.  

Researcher: And have any you guys ever missed school because there is a shooting in Hanover 

Park? 

Participant 1:  No 

Participant 3: yes, gangs shoot just so open even when the children are walking around. He 

knows who he is chasing maybe but he just shoots lke they don’t care. If you are 

there, he will shoot soema for you. So you run back home, you can’t come to 

school or rather hide at a house until the war is over. 

Participant 5: And when the police come they only bring one van and the gangs don’t even run. 

There is nothing. This is something I have seen with my own eyes that the police 

are nothing here and they allow these things to happen. Maybe they are on a 

payroll of the gangs. 

Participant 6: I think they are just scared of the gangs themselves, they soema ignore the gangs. 

Researcher:  Interesting details you guys are sharing here. Another element I want to touch on 

is the issue of family. Have you guys noticed any families that are affected by this 

gang thing in Hanover Park?  

Participant 2: Yes. My brother.  

Participant 3: there is this girl here at school, her brother, he is also a gangster. They shoot him 

through his face and his bullet came through the back of his head. His mommy 

came and shouted at the gangs but they continued to shoot and all this happened 

in front of his mother whom they could have shot as well. And his niece I think 

was also there. 

Researcher: you also mentioned your brother? 

 

 

 

 



Participant 2: Yes, I am not proud to say this but my brother is on drugs because of this violence 

in our community and he is a Dixie (gang in Hanover Park). Its affecting me as 

well to see how he is turning to be and the person that he once was and who he is 

now he has changed. 

Researcher: in what way is this affecting you though? 

 Participant 2: he is still my brother and I love him but now he robs people and does anything for 

the drugs. He steals from the house and does not respect my mom. He doesn’t 

care about us anymore and one day we are just going to here that he is dead. 

Researcher:  so there are clearly issues of gangs that affect you family. Coming back tour 

school, how is the issue of gangs here at Crystal High. 

Participant: Its hectic, most of the leaners. 

Researchers: What do you mean by most of the learners?   

Participant 3: Most of the leaners are gangsters. We have gangsters here on the school.  

Participant 4: And it’s bad because if the big gangs fight outside then also fight at school 

because they must fight as well if their big gang is fighting. And sometimes the 

teachers just put them out of the gate or they call the cops. 

Researcher: How does this affect you guys at school? 

Participant 2: They sometimes bring guns to school and if you maybe tell the teacher then they 

want to shoot you or they threaten you as well. And they also wait for you at the 

gate. 

Participant 3: So if they maybe show you the gun rather laugh and move away because if you 

report them then they see you as a sell-out. The best thing is to not report. 

Researcher: You don’t report because you are scared or because you don’t want to be 

identified as sell out? 

Participant 6: Both ways. You don’t want people thininking you are a sell out but also  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


