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its return by displacing onto its bloody techniques the potency of those conditions that

facilitated its unfolding.

Displacement, as Freud reminds us, is that process through which the psychic charge of a
threatening element in the dream-thought is separated from it and is attached instead to a less
threatening, seemingly insignificant element. The dream, as Freud explains, is “differently
centred from the dream-thoughts — its content has different elements as its central point”
[1900] (2010: 322).*° He explains further that “What appears in dreams, we might suppose,
is not what is important in the dream-thoughts but what occurs in them several times over”
(2010: 323), whilst the “ideas which are most important among the dream-thoughts will
almost certainly be those which occur most often in them, since the different dream-thoughts
will, as it were, radiate out from them”. Thus that which manifests as content in the dream is
not what is most significant within the dream-thoughts, and those that are repeated elements
of the manifest content of the dream may be its centre, it is not the same as the centre of the
dream-thoughts which remains hidden to the person who mistakes the manifest dream-
content for the entirety of the dream-thoughts, though the association between the two

continues to resonate. Moreover Freud explains that

Among the thoughts that analysis brings to light are many which are relatively
remote from the kernel of the dream and which look like artificial interpolations made

“® Through the example of Freud’s dream of the botanical monograph, he explains the work of displacement as
follows: “the central point of the dream-content was obviously the element ‘botanical’; whereas the dream-
thoughts were concerned with the complications and conflicts arising between colleagues from their
professional obligations, and further with the charge that | was in the habit of sacrificing too much for the sake
of my hobbies. The element ‘botanical’ had no place whatever in this core of the dream-thoughts, unless it was
loosely connected with it by an antithesis — the fact that botany never had a place among my favourite studies”
[1900] (2010: 322).
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for some particular purpose ... It is precisely they that constitute a connection, often a
forced and far-fetched one, between the dream-content and the dream-thoughts ....
[And that it] thus seems plausible to suppose that in the dream-work a psychical force
IS operating which on the one hand strips the elements which have a high psychical
value of their intensity, and on the other hand, by means of over-determination,
creates from elements of low psychical value new values, which afterwards find their
way into the dream-content. If that is so, a transference and displacement of psychical
intensities occurs in the process of dream-formation, and it is as a result of these that
the difference between the text of the dream-content and that of the dream-thoughts
comes about. The process which we are here presuming is nothing less than the
essential portion of the dream-work; and it deserves to be described as ‘dream-
displacement.’ (2010 [1900]: 324).

Thus displacement is the process through which the “psychic intensities’ — the condition that
induces distress in the individual — are cut from-the thought with which it is entangled and is
sutured onto something else. Said differently, the charge of the original thought is
disassociated with that thought, dislodged from it, so as to find expression elsewhere.*’ In the
discourse of genocide, which has, as noted previously condensed the whole of genocide’s
repertoire to the image of its bloodiness which has produced a reading of the problem as a
happening (phenomenon) from which to transition and in so doing has produced as its
metaphor the work; the violent charge of genocide which is articulated in its mens rea — that
element of the crime which marks it as different from other delicta juris gentium. However,
this charge has been displaced onto the acts constitutive of the crime of genocide. Moreover,

these acts, hierarchically ordered as discussed in the second chapter of this dissertation stage

* There are a number of critics of Freud’s theory of dreams, such as Adolf Griinbaum; See: Griinbaum A.
(1993) “A New Critique of Freud’s Theory of Dreams”, in Stadler F. (eds.) Scientific Philosophy: Origins and
Developments. Vienna Circle Institute Yearbook [1993], (Institut ‘Wiener Kreis’ Society for the Advancement
of the Scientific World Conception), Volume 1. Springer, Dordrecht. Griinbam also offers a broader critique of
Freudian psychoanalysis in The Foundations of Psychoanalysis: A Philosophical Critique. California:
University of California Press. 1984. Print.
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the meaning of genocide (delicta juris gentium) through metonymic association. The acts
constitutive of genocide produce their own individually orientated meanings, but it is in
combination that they produce that meaning that conjures genocide — that supreme barbarity
as it is produced by its discourse. However, as discussed in the previous chapter, these
‘elements’ or acts of the crime of genocide are not exclusive to this delicta juris gentium but
are rather common elements shared with the offenses of crimes against humanity and war
crimes, and as Primoratz’s argues, terrorism. As such these elements, and so the metaphor of
genocide that they produce is itself part of a signifying chain, placing it in relation to the
aforementioned offenses against international law marks as such by the Rome Statute.
However, the chain is linear, and as such orders, privileges and defers according to priority
these crimes — the chain is hierarchical, singular, and closes on meaning; it is the work and
the misdiagnosis of the problem of genocide as phenomenon. Genocide is condensed into
phenomenon and the force of what has been lodged as its condition (barbarity) is displaced
onto its bloodiness as a last attempt to destroy a people through physically attempting to

destroy individual members of that group.

However to read genocide as text, as a signifying network is to think it not as an object, as
but its bloodiness, but to read its bloodiness as a point of entry into that text; which is to think
genocide as not a singular phenomenon that repeats but irreducibly plural. Genocide was,
prior to Lemkin’s change in diction, conceptualized as a signifier. Lemkin writes in Axis Rule
in Occupied Europe that the word genocide is “intended rather to signify a coordinated plan
of different actions aimed at the destruction of essential foundations of the life of national
groups, with the aim of annihilating the groups themselves” (Lemkin 1944: 79; emphasis my
own). This conceptualization has significant implications for the configuration of the

genocidaire and as such the Other of the civilized subject. If genocide is thought as connoting
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a coordinated plan it would mean that the genocidaire must be capable of coordination and
planning, essentially ‘strategy’, which of course requires a level of thinking and rationality so
sophisticated that the individual can anticipate a reaction. Moreover this strategy is drafted
for the purpose of destroying the foundations of the life of the group which include, as noted
in chapter 2 of this dissertation, the language, art and religion of the group; those markers of
what Lemkin refers to as the ‘national pattern’ of the group, which texture the group’s
difference which in turn is what marks that group as enemy to the genocidaire. Furthermore,
as Lemkin explains in Axis Rule in Occupied Europe, unlike Germanization and
Denationalization, “genocide does connote the [immediate] destruction of the biological
structure of the nation/population”, but rather it “means deprivation of citizenship and ...
connotes not only the destruction of one national pattern, but also the imposition of the
national pattern of the oppressive nation” (1944.:80). Genacide is thus first as an attack on
the minds of the persons who together constitute a people and lastly an attempt to physically
destroy a group, and is as such colonial in nature. This reading of the problem of genocide
was present in its first public staging, and it is a'reading to which this intervention invites a
return through reading genocide as text and thinking it as signifier and as such might produce
an imagining of a future beyond genocide that is not bound and determined by the post-

genocidal condition.

The post-genocidal condition is what lets us see, as Césaire has explained, the becoming
animal of the colonizer, that barbarity, that through a negation of the latent violences of
genocide defer a return to the “before” of genocide’s bloody expression, those assaults that
were/are bloodless but which were the conditions for genocides “bloodiness” and is the
ground on which we should set to work. These conditions were, as Lemkin had listed them,

fanaticism, irredentism, social or political crisis and change, economic exploitation, colonial
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expansion or military conquest, accessibility of the victim group and finally the “evolution of
genocidal values in the genocidist group” (Raphael Lemkin Collection; box 8, folder 10).
Moreover, under these conditions the vandalism of genocide is allowed and indeed endorsed
and the vandal does his work, still, with impunity. The vandal, from Lemkin’s
conceptualization of vandalism as delicta juris gentium, has been ignored by international
law, which is orientated entirely on the barbarian. The genocidaire of the discourse of
genocide is a reimagined installation of the Macaulay’s barbarian, marked dangerous through
his/her/their potential to be civilized — disciplined into being a subject — and potential to be
savage — much like Kafka’s ape or animal Other. Described as an odious scourge condemned
as the civilized world the genocidaire is, through the register of the Genocide Convention and
the discourse of genocide and international law, marked by spatial difference and temporal
deferral — then and there. However, to read genocide as text and think it is a signifying
network in intertextual touch with other such networks might be to begin to imagine

something out of the bind of the post-genocidal condition.

To read genocide as text is to understand that the temporal limits of its manifest violence is
not its limit, it is, furthermore not to mistake the object for the thing-in-itself but to read that
object as a distillation of that thing, most of which the process of condensation has omitted.
Moreover, to understand genocide as signifier, in its infinite plurality is to understand that it
is found in discourse and works there, and to understand that it is as not phenomenon but a
concept is to think it as ahistorical; which is not to say that the idea is without history but to
mark that it resists the mode of historisization. What is at stake in this is that the work of
engaging with genocide might be no longer be an exercise in deciphering the object so as
allegory for the figure of the genocidaire. Consequently, an undoing of the filial relationship
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between the genocidaire as author and genocide as work might mean that the Other of the
subject need not be necessarily already always genocidal and as such configured as barbarian.
To think the genocidaire as scriptor, who according to Barthes is “born at the same time as
his text; he is not furnished with a being which precedes or exceeds his writing, he is not the
subject of which his book would be the predicate; there is no time other than that of the
speech act, and every text is written eternally here and now” (1989 (a): 52), is to understand
that the figure of the genocidaire does not prefigure genocide, but emerges with it
simultaneously. The genocidaire who is barbarian and as such also vandal cannot then, as we
know from having read Foucault, prefigure the group that is taken as enemy and target of the
genocidal plan, which he/she/they seeks to destroy. In this way the genocidaire, the
contemporary barbarian, is here and now, as sharing the same space and time as the subject of
the civilized world, for he/she/they are a product of the very object of the figures desire to
destroy. Europe, in this sense, predates the genocidaire, who emerges not only as product of
it, but also as interlocutor rather than object, not then and there from the reader, who can no

longer hide behind the guise of the critic, but a'spectral double.
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Conclusion

This intervention has engaged with the question of genocide through reading it as concept. |
have shown that genocide it is staged in the discourse of international law and read by
scholars such as Mamdani, Kiernan, Melvern and Jones, amongst others, as a phenomenon; a
visible and as such observable object that is temporally bound by a marked beginning and
end. I have argued that to think genocide as only phenomenon is a misdiagnosis of the
problem, and have demonstrated through reading the works of Raphael Lemkin that the
definition of genocide enshrined in the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide and the Rome Statute of the International Criminal
Court is a condensation of the concept. Genocide is injected into jurisprudence with the
publication of Lemkin’s Axis Rule in Occupied Europe: Laws of Occupation, Analysis of
Government and Proposals for Redress (1944), in-which' Lemkin notes that genocide is the
culmination of two early concepts staged as delicta juris gentium which he outlined in his
Madrid Report, which were namely Barbarity and VVandalism. Prior to a shift in register
which would stage genocide as phenomenon®, Lemkin makes clear that the word “genocide”

is intended to ““signify”, an invocation that this intervention argues it is necessary to return to.

Having critiqued the definition of genocide provided in international law, and the
aforementioned pieces of legislation through their register, | have shown that the legal

concept of genocide and its articulation as such is laced with Eurocentrism, producing the

! As noted in Chapter 1 of this dissertation, this shift is marked in the publication of Lemkin’s article for
American Scholar in 1945.
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perpetrator of genocide — the genocidaire, into whom the figures of the barbarian and vandal
are folded — as barbarian and outside of the civilized world, which consequently assumes that
the Other of the civilized subject is always already latently genocidal. In reading various
literary texts such as J.P. Stassens’ Deogratias: A Tale of Rwanda, Sasha Longford’s untitled
animation film and Michael Caton-Jones’ Shooting Dogs, as themselves reading the question
of genocide, | have argued that genocide, like anthropology, uses time schitzogenically,
consequently situating the Other and his/her/their culture and locale as temporally and
spatially distant from the subject of modernity and civilization, relegating the Other, staged as
latently genocidal, to the then and there, away from the here and now. Furthermore, | have
shown how the definition of genocide enshrined in international law orders the acts
constitutive of the crime in such a way that it not only privileges killing as more severe than
rape or abduction, but also privileges the adult over the child — an old trope of colonialism
and the modern episteme which posits the subject as not only masculine, rational and
conscious but also adult. The binary of the figures of the child and adult parallels that of the
Other and the civilized subject, which I have also arguedis inscribed into the discourse of
genocide which constitutes the genocidaire as barbarian and other and as such child, the
threat of which is that although he/she/they bear the potential to be civilized, he/she/they also
hold the potential to be savage. A consequence of the misdiagnosis of genocide as
phenomenon, “as happening” — one of the meanings derived from the Greek prefix of
Lemkin’s hybrid term genos-, derived from the word genomai (a happening, a transition from

one condition to another, or to become).

The second of these significations imbedded in the root of genocide’s prefix is read in
relation to the staging of the question of genocide in the discourse of transitional justice,
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which I read as being constituted within and simultaneously constitutive of what | refer to as
genocide’s cut, derived from its Latin suffix -cide, as the etched out end that is a false limit,
mistaking the discernible foreclosure of its bloodiness for the end of its latent violences as
well. It is through this cut that this intervention stages a thinking of genocide and terror as
relational but also distinct forms of violence, and asks what it is that might drop out between
the two, a questioning enabled through reading the irony of the Ethiopian Red Terror. This
irony is that after the dismantlement of the Derg regime in Ethiopia, perpetrators of the Red
Terror were charged not with terror, for which there exists still no legally enshrined and
globally accepted definition, but with genocide given the provisions of the Penal Code of
Ethiopia, 1957. It is in reading the violence of the Red Terror, read by Maaza Mengiste’s
novel Beneath the Lion’s Gaze, which has been legally recognized as genocide within
Ethiopia, that the intervention arrives at the question of Apartheid, the bloodiness of which I
argue is not genocide, for the various reasons explained in Chapter 3, but rather terror. I have
argued that Apartheid exerts manifest violence against individual opponents, making them
thus the direct target of its bloodiness, but who: in'relation'to the intent of Apartheid as terror,
which is subjugation and not extermination, is not of primary importance. Rather it is the
surviving victim of such an act, by which 1 mean he/she/they/the people who bear witness to
these acts and live with their consequences, and who are consequently held hostage by the
state through fear and are, as such, though the indirect targets of a campaign of terror, the
primary targets thereof. I have explained, as well, why terror and genocide are not the same, a
difference which hinges largely on the mens rea of the offense, the latter legally recognized
as delicta juris gentium and the former not: that genocide is committed with intent to destroy,
whilst terror is committed with intent to subjugate. What these two offenses share, is that
their reach extends well beyond the end of their bloodiness, and if not accounted for, will be

allowed to foster the conditions which had precipitated them as such. A process of return that
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| have argued is deferred through transitional justice and its varying mechanisms. This
deferred return is what | call the post-genocidal condition; something that is a consequence of
mistaking genocide’s bloodiness for genocide, for assuming that the object is the thing-in-

itself, for diagnosing what is actually but a symptom.

| have argued thus that rather than understand genocide as only phenomenon, it should be
thought as signifier, in the Lacanian sense, operating on both the levels of metaphor and
metonym, thus both condensing and displacing. In reading Lacan in relation to Barthes | have
argued furthermore that rather than thinking genocide as work — that which is held in the
hand and bound, and which has in this instance a deeply problematic filial relationship to the
author, a term used synonymously with the genocidaire — genocide should be read as text, the
metaphor for which is the network: an endless entanglement of expressions of genocide, such
as that experienced in Rwanda, Darfur, Ethiopia, Canada, Indonesian, Australia, Namibia and
various other signifying chains which rattle each time one of them is articulated and as

genocide is not only recalled, but summoned.

Let me conclude my intervention where this dissertation had begun — with the proposal. In it |
had posited that this dissertation would engage some of the various traumas experienced by
post-genocidal societies and the ways in which literature, film and social media attempt to
represent these traumas. Furthermore, the project was staged so as to engage questions
surrounding the post-traumatic impact of genocidal violence on a people. Thus I had
imagined that | would be able to propose a distinction between genocide, as constituted by

the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the United Nations (UN), and genocidal violence;
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and that furthermore this dissertation would show this configuration to be workable through
pointing to the inadequacy in international law, and consequently in bodies of transitional
justice; there is frequently a hesitation to act because of the politics of naming an event
genocide (Mamdani 2007: n.p.) or simply inaction with regards to peoples enduring
genocidal violence because the law (international) only provides for intervention in such

conflicts (not officially classed a genocide) to a limited extent.

This research project was originally formulated to be guided by four research questions
which were based on various assumptions. The first of these is “whether or not one can
distinguish between genocide as a violation of international law and genocidal violence,
perhaps, as a violation of the rights of citizens afforded to them by individual states”. When |
began thinking the problem of genocide, or rather the post-genocidal condition, | had
assumed that genocide hinged on its'standing as a crime, which is to say an offense
punishable by law lodged within the discourse of rights. To a certain extent I understood
genocide as an attempt at an absolute violation of the right to life. However, legal discourse
figures life as breath, and genocide as a suffocation of that breath, though not thoughtfully
enough acknowledging the labour of that suffocation. As discussed in the second chapter of
this dissertation, the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
(1948), whose definition of the offense is reiterated in the Rome Statute, thinks genocide for
its bloodiness, through which it stages it as phenomenon, with a marked beginning and end;
what I have called a false limit. Said differently, the discourse of international law figures
genocide through the body, but cannot account for the systematic and sustained violence

aimed at the minds of the persons targeted.
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Consequently, international law fails to abide by the lived experience of peoples labelled
“enemy” by those engaging in genocide which often precede and endure well beyond the
bloodiness of genocidal massacres. | have, in the chapters which have preceded this, drawn
on various examples of these latent violences of genocide, including the prohibition of inter-
racial marriages in Rwanda, the letting-starve of ‘black’ Sudanese in Darfur, the making
taboo of the use of indigenous languages in Canada, where also, within the residential
schooling system children were subjected to physical lactification.” As such these latent
violences, which are rendered almost invisible in the glare of genocide’s bloodiness, are often
ignored, neither acknowledged nor punished, and as such often permeates that cut which
legal discourse takes as end and sutures over with transitional justice. Bodies of transitional
justice, whether restorative, retributive or a hybrid form of these two, consequently treat only
that which has been diagnosed as the problem; the actual loss of life as the suffocation of
breath, which, as this dissertation has shown is in fact a culmination of the long durée of
genocide through its latent violences which transitional justice does not explicitly address;

and as such it treats what is but a symptom, repressing the conditions that gave rise to it.

The second question that has framed the original conceptualization of this dissertation was
what post-traumatic symptoms of genocide and genocidal violence constitute the post-
genocidal condition in Africa, and | posited that this dissertation would attempt to think
through that. The premise on which my initial inclination regarding the post-genocidal

condition was based was incorrect, as | fell into the trap of reading genocide only as

2| refer here again to the experience shared by a survivor the Residential Schools System, who had explained
that children as young as three or four would be taken from their parent and brought to the schools were they
would be stripped of their traditional garb, their hair cut off, and their skin scrubbed with lye so as to remove
their “brownness”. The concept of lactification, as noted previously, is Fanon’s, though he deployed it in
relation to Black subjects who unconsciously attempt to be white.
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phenomenon. The “post-" as it was deployed then was entirely bound up in the temporality of
genocide, and presumed an ‘after’ that as the dissertation developed into this intervention I
realized is yet to arrive, precisely because its latency has not been figured through those
mechanisms instituted to remedy said violence. The post-genocidal condition as | had
originally configured it was lodged within an understanding of trauma that binds the
symptom to an original repressed traumatic event. In relation to this now unconvincing
reading of the problem | had posited that victims of genocide often (re)experienced its trauma
in varying modes, such as through the stigmatization of rape victims (as in the DRC), the
repatriation of refugees and the very process of testimony in mechanisms such as the Gacaca
Courts and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda. | had posited furthermore that the
“post-genocidal condition is defined by a number of symptoms, understood as the post-
traumatic psycho-social effects of genocidal violence and, at times, genocide”; explaining
that “[s]Jome of these are recognizable as symptoms of what Freud had referred to as the “war
neuroses” (Freud 1919: 3663) — including amnesia, denial, displacement and repression. The
choice to hyphenate the concept at the time, though perhaps unconsciously, was apt, for the
after invoked by this post- was sutured back into genocide, or what | now understand to be its
bloodiness. As such the after referred to here is not a beyond, but a residue of genocide’s
bloodiness still abiding by its politics. Moreover, the violences cited are not manifestations of
genocide’s post-traumatic effect but are rather examples of the extent of its reach beyond the

‘end’ of its bloodiness.

The third question which the proposed dissertation sought to address was to think critically
how literature represents these post-traumatic phenomena, and why at times it fails to do so. |
have already explained why the assumption that the violences which lingered after genocide

was deemed to have ended are traumas and phenomenon is incorrect; but have found still,
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that the literary engagements examined in this dissertation are reading the problem of
genocide, staging it. Fascination with, and perhaps fixation on, the bloodiness of genocide
has permeated the ethos with which literature engages the question, as is quite clear from
texts such as Sometimes in April, “My Parent’s Bedroom”, The Devil Came on Horseback,
and Darfur is Dying, which focus on the bloodiness of genocide, staging its problem through
its representation as phenomenon. The limit of these narratives, some which end with a “good
African” fleeing Africa to find salvation and peace outside of it, other with a “good African”
still yearning to do so, is a staging of the limit of the legal understanding of genocide, and as
such these literary interventions have not failed to represent the phenomenon of genocide —
genocide as object — but cannot quite hold within genocide itself, in part because of its trace —

the Derridian and Lacanian little “a”.

The final research question which | proposed would guide this work is to consider to what
extent social media may offer more adequate modalities for representing the post-genocidal.
Although this was too ambitious a task in so far as the scope of this dissertation is concerned,
the failure to account for the representational modalities of social media does point to the
politics of the viral, which I will briefly discuss here. To say that something, an image, a text,
a lip or video has gone viral is to disavow its origin and as such disseminate the
accountability of the content thereof — murdering the author. If I, for example, log onto
Facebook and come across a post regarding the subjection of Myanmar’s Royinga to state
sponsored and orchestrated violence that may certainly be read as genocidal, | cannot
ascertain the origin of the post, which is to say that I am not able to know who injected it into
the internet’s web. As such object provided is stripped of its filial relation and becomes
ahistorical, though it works to mark a particular moment, and, more often than not, to surprise
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the zombified troller into consciousness. The virality of social media thus protects the first
disseminator of the information, a necessary measure in the context of something like the
North Korean or former Burmese regimes. However, it does also, as the recent turn toward

“fake news” has shown, allow for a certain kind of irresponsible staging of a crisis.

The research aims of this project correspond with the four guiding questions. The first was to
show genocide and genocidal violence to be two distinct forms of violence, textured by
different qualities; and if the distinction is valid, to call on international jurisprudence to
accommodate for this distinction. The second was to map some of the post-traumatic
symptoms of genocidal violence, thus identifying markers for the post-genocidal condition.
In relation to this, it is a further aim of this thesis to contribute towards psychoanalytic theory
by conceptualizing the post-genocidal condition. The third was to show that there is not
necessarily a disconnect between literature and a traumatic event, but rather that the
representation of a trauma such as genocidal violence is necessarily problematic because of
its mimicry of the mechanisms at work in the collective consciousness of the affected society.
These mechanisms may be repression, amnesia, and displacement (Freud). Finally, this thesis
aims to show that social media platforms may be considered literary archives, which hold
collections of short stories, unfolding biographies, films, and memoires, which are extremely

useful in exploring such issues.

In one sense | had proposed the post-genocidal condition to mean or refer to a psycho-social
pathology to be understood as: (a) a fixation on the traumatic event; (b) re-traumatization of
the affected society and the individuals there within when symptoms of the repressed

violence return; (c) an inability to surmount the trauma; and consequently (d) an inability to
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identify with new social markers, and become assimilated into the, albeit state prescribed,
reconstituted socio-political and national identity(s). In so far as (a) is concerned there is a
fixation at work though it is twofold. The fixation on the genocide is manifest in Rwanda
through tourism. There are guided tours of the memorials, most of which feature mass graves,
including the Kigali Genocide Memorial Centre, the Nyamata genocide memorial Centre, and
the Murambi Genocide Memorial Centre, between which are other smaller such sites.
Similarly, in Ethiopia the Ethiopian Red Terror Martyr’s Museum stands as a walk-through
tomb, the final resting place of thousands of Ethiopian’s killed during the Derg’s purge of
anti-revolutionaries in Addis Ababa over the course of their rule. In Darfur, however, there
stands, at least to my knowledge, no such memorial to those who were killed by the regime
and its actors, both military and militia. By these spaces, and in Rwanda these tours, are
perhaps designed on the one hand as public archives and reminders of the atrocity and
inhumanity people have the potential to subject each other to. And although for some
surviving family of the persons whose remains now rest in these spaces the memorials and
their mass graves offer some comfort as a space to share in'grief with others; the market
seems to orientate the politics of these spaces toward foreign tourists, who are invited to gaze

in awe and horror at what remains of the bloodiness of genocide.

As discussed previously, in Ethiopian Red Terror Martyr’s Museum there sits a puppet
deployed as metaphor for the persons subjected to the wofe lala or Number 8 torture
technique, having disappeared during the Ethiopian Red Terror, which is recorded as having
taken place in1977. A person subjected to wofe lala would be swung back and forth; so as to
lift their feet into the air, which in turn would be beaten with barb wire or a “hippo-hide”
whip (sjambok). This torture was exacted on persons labelled as “counter-" or “anti-
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revolutionary” by the Derg. Bound by its string and rod the puppet, this language machine, is
trapped in perpetual stammer until it is brought to performance by a guide who marks himself
as survivor of the red terror, and performs the wofe lala torture technique on the puppet, and
rather disturbingly invites the audience to hold the whip, feel the sprig of barbed wire — to
perform as well. The puppet is no one but also stands as representative of anyone who
disappeared in an around Addis between the year of the Revolution and the dawning of the
21 century, many of whom are presumed to have disappeared to the numerous torture

houses in and around Addis Ababa, mapped out on a chart which stands to the left of the

puppet.

We know from the testimonies of those who were let live by the Derg regime, and various
literary readings of the problem such as Maaza Mengiste’s Beneath the Lion’s Gaze, that
disappearance meant destruction; of‘the person disappeared, of their family, of the
community, and as one interlocutor had put it, of the social fabric of Ethiopia. As noted in the
third chapter of this dissertation families were made to pay a “bullet fee” before they could
retrieve the body of their deceased loved ones — a particular kind of violence that, though less
manifest that the bloodiness of a gunshot, lingers and continues to sear into the minds of the
persons who are subjected to the torture of this cruelty®. What this puppet does, as literary
object, is to stage and enable an imagining of the lived experience of disappearance and
torture during the Derg regime, which is different to that which is staged and enabled through
testimony and the administration of law / legal discourse; in the sense that it, as text, by

transforming the audience into a performer, deconstructs in the moments of its performance

¥ Moreover, as noted previously, there was a proclamation enforced which rendered mourning the loss of a
person labelled “counter-" or “anti-revolutionary” (by the Derg) illegal, the punishment for which was
imprisonment, which during the rule of the military junta translated into disappearance, torture, and in the vast
majority of instances, death. Thus this cruelty was legislated, instituted as decree and as such produced the
violence that ensued as a consequence of a failure to surrender to this law as not a crime but rather a punishment
for an offense. The logic of which is to strip the violence of agents of the Derg of its criminality.
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the schitozgenic use of time that the discourse of genocide, like that of anthropology, enables.
It, as text, is always present, and is as such here and now rather than then and there from you

and I; and in so doing it stages the question of the limits of intervention and participation.

I chose to think with this puppet in part because of a lack of literary interventions available in
English, which engage with the question of the Ethiopian Red Terror. But beyond that, |
chose this object because of its peculiarity. The object is unlike most (literary) works, in the
sense that | could not summon it to me, but had to take myself to it. It is not available to me,
to hold in the hand, to play with (thankfully), to participate in, to coeval with in the same way
again. Rather, perhaps, or at least to some extent it is the memory of an encounter with the
object that I read. Although we live inthe age of the digital, and | have pictures, | can work
with the object only as | remember it, in that moment of converging performance, because it
is its performance more than its image that haunts me. This'ghostly page in the story of the
grand narrative of the Ethiopian red terror is betwixt the living and the dead as both puppet
and proxy of the disappeared; which sits in the nouns, verbs and adjectives of its body,
waiting to be expounded,; to be allowed to deconstruct the grand narrative of the Ethiopian

Red Terror recited by the ERTMM, which it helps to constitutes.

Across and about five meters away from the puppet and chart mapping the torture houses in
and around Ethiopia’s capital puppet stands a replica of a prison cell, or rather chamber
within the torture houses — essentially a room with a wooden door that has what might have
been a window carved out of it, stratified by thick metal bars. In another room is displayed

the bones of some of what the guide posited as the 52 000 people killed during the campaign.
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Of these, it was explained, only 7 sets of remains have been identified; which points to a few
things. One is that the bones are there, but that what is lacking is someone who is able to de-
codify their language — that it is the forensic that is missing, and it is the literary stands in its
place. Another is that although the remains are there the persons are still disappeared.
Moreover, if indeed the Derg allowed the families who paid the bullet fee to retrieve and bury
their Beloved — unceremoniously — the remains in the museum might be the bones of the
hostage dead, which to me seem hostage still. As such the fixation of the post-genocidal
condition is a fixing into place, a taking-hold-of the identity of not only the locale as a site of

genocide, but the peoples that inhabit is as either victim or perpetrator.

Another kind of fixation is, however, also at work, though it operates not within these sites of
genocide but rather ossifies them as such, and in so doing distances temporally and spatially
Darfur, Ethiopia and Rwanda, producing the subjects of these sights of traumatic tension as
always already potentially genocidaire, barbarian, the Other of the modern subject; relegated
to the then and there of genocide’s bloodiness. I have staged this argument as part of this
intervention through reading the viral video game Darfur is Dying and Sasha Longford’s
untitled animation film which tells a story of the Rwandan genocide. | have argued that
Darfur is Dying, which requires that the player select an avatar, one of eight Darfuri refugees.
These avatars, which are the condition for possibility of play (without the avatar the player
would be simply a viewer), may be thought of as the Other of the user, who must endows the
avatar with agency, the ability to speak and do, producing the avatar is devoid of agency.
Similarly, if it is the user who must decipher, decide and think the game, the user is he who is
capable of thought, of reason, and of rationalizing. As with every literary text, Darfur is
Dying is born of a particular reality and is endowed with a particular logic and politics, which

in this instance is Eurocentric. As a representation of the conflict in Darfur that, despite its
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cartoonish graphics, claims to be based on “a true story” the game deploys many of the
Afropessimist tropes that saturate First Cinema representations of Africa, including Edward
Zwick’s Blood Diamond, Raoul Peck’s Sometimes in April, The Devil Came on Horse Back
and Shooting Dogs.* Like these filmic texts the game is designed for the gratification of a
western(ized?) audience, the game is designed for an audience elite enough to have sustained
access to the internet, not as luxury but as essential commodity. the game thus stages the
victims of this conflict, Black Sudanese (as they have been identified), as who are
simultaneously the condition for the possibility of play play but is also, paradoxically, away
from, both temporally and spatially, the user, and in so doing produces the Darfuri as the
Other of the user, proxy of the civilized world for which the digital has now become a

marker.

| had also proposed that there may have been a number of additional symptoms which

299

include a dangerous romanticizing of the period ‘“before’’ the event; which though not
entirely correct, is a trope of the grand narrative of the Rwandan genocide and its ‘miracle’ of
reconciliation. According to the accounts of the genocide staged in the Kigali Memorial
Museum, Longford’s untitled animation, and Let the Devil Sleep the genocide was a
consequence of the divisions sowed by colonialism, which ordered Rwandan society in such
a way that Tutsi persons were privileged over Hutu persons, evolving tensions between the

two groups into hatred. The narrative of the miracle of reconciliation in Rwanda certainly

hinges on this assumption in that it posits that Rwanda, through the processes of the Gacaca

* | refer here to a narrativization which suggests that African states and peoples are unable to successfully
redress their problems, which are largely represented as being violent conflicts between two groups of people,
whether these groups be designated as race, political rivals, or rivals in trade. Furthermore, narratives such as
these tend to focus on and overemphasize such violence without doing the work of explaining the historical,
socio-political or economic contexts that give rise to it, and as such produces violence in Africa as senseless.
Another afropessimist trope is the caricature representation of Africans as essentially either good or bad, without
any room for the complexity of an in-between or simultaneity.
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Courts and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (though the former more so than
the latter), has returned to a time, a state before colonialism; in which Hutu, Tutsi and Twa
live alongside each other, in relative peace. According to the logic of colonialism, the
eurocentrism of genocide, and the episteme of which it is a product, this would imply that
Rwanda has returned to a state of nature — an uncivil society. However, as discussed earlier,
in Rwanda Belgian colonial rule translated the categories of Tutsi, Hutu and Twa, which were
caste designations prior to colonization, into racial and ethnic categories. The category Tutsi
was used in the civilization of Rwanda to designate persons who owned and herded cattle,
whilst the category Hutu was used to designated persons who had less than seven cows and
were predominantly agriculturalists, whilst the category of Twa, who were hunter-gatherers.
However, the rhetoric of colonialism has redefined these names to designate the racial
superiority of the Tutsi, who were recast as a foreign settler population, over the ethnic Hutu
who were deemed inferior to the Tutsi and marginalized politically and economically, while
the Twa were largely ignored, in part perhaps because they made up but one per cent of

Rwanda’s population.6 There has, since the genocide’s culmination in the mass killing of

® See: Gérard, Pruniér. The Rwanda Crisis, 1959-1994: History of a Genocide. London: C. Hurst & Co.
Publishers. 1995. Print. (page 5);

- Mamdani, Mahmood. When Victims Become Killers: Colonialism, Nativism and the Genocide in
Rwanda. Kampala (Uganda): Fountain Publishers. [2001] (2016)

- “The Unity of Rwandans: Before the Colonial Period and Under the Colonial Rule, Under the First
Republic”, Booklet/Report for the office of the president of the Republic of Rwanda , Kigali 1999.
Available at: https://repositories.lib.utexas.edu/bitstream/handle/2152/4918/2379.pdf?sequence=1

- "The Teaching of the History of Rwanda: A Participatory Approach (A Reference Book for Secondary
Schools in Rwanda)" (PDF). Ministry of Education, Science, Technology and Research, Kigali,
Rwanda, and UC Berkeley Human Rights Centre, Berkeley, US. 2007-03-01

Online Sources:
- Kigali Genocide memorial Centre Website: http://www.kgm.rw/
- file:///C:/Users/Administrator/Downloads/un-tribunal-on-rwanda-massacre-officially-ends.pdf

® The Hamitic hypothesis, as noted elsewhere, refers to the idea that “everything of value ever found in Africa
was brought there by the Hamites, allegedly a branch of the Caucasian race”, as Edith R. Saunders puts it. She
explains that, rooted in the Biblical story of Noah’s cursing of Canaan, the son of Ham, “the term 'Hamite'
denoted a sinner of some sort, not necessarily a Negro, although the characteristics of the Hamite were the same
negative ones variously attributed to the Negro” (2014: 523). It is in the theory that (some of) the peoples of
Africa are descendants of Canaan, and as such Ham, cursed as inferior to Europeans, through this inferiority is
measured, mediated in such a way that those civilizations closer to the North of Africa, such as Egypt
(Saunders’ example), Ethiopia and so on are closer in relation to Ham than those peoples further South, and as
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Tutsi and moderate Hutu in Rwanda over the course of the rainy season of 1994, been a
romanticization of the narrative of the time “Before”, during which Rwandan’s lived in unity
and harmony, which was fractured by colonial rule. In a brief for the Office of the President
of the Republic of Rwanda, drafted by a committee constituted by eleven persons,’ its states
that prior to colonialism there was unity between “Hutus, Tutsis and Twas”, and that “They
were making up all together what our ancestors called "The King's People”. All of them also
knew they were Rwandans, that Rwanda was their country, that nobody could say that he had
the right to it more than the others” (1999: 6). Furthermore it explains that it is necessary to
prove the unity of all Rwandans prior to colonialism because “there are many people who are
currently writing that killings during the genocide and massacres which took place in Rwanda
from 1959 until the culminating war of 1994 took root in bad relations between Hutus and
Tutsis before the White People’s arrival. This was written by some of the White People and
Rwandans” (1999: 6). Thus the brief Is displacing onto colonialism, which certainly did reify
divisions and intensify tensions, all accountability for the genocide, suggesting that it was a
consequence of contact with the “White People”. Moreover, it would suggest, by virtue of the
marking of Hutu as genocidaire in the discourse and narrative of the genocide, that the
violence was an entirely Hutu enterprise, which as recent accounts of the atrocities committed
by the Rwandan Patriotic front prior to, during and after the genocide directed at the Tutsi as
an ethnic group is untrue. Furthermore, the binary opposition of Hutu and Tutsi, exploited by

the colonial regime and the Habyarimana regime and Hutu Power ideologues, has been recast

such further away from Europe. As Mamdani notes in When Victims Become Killers, it is the Hamitic
Hypothesis that informs the mythology purported by colonial administrators in Rwanda, which claims that the
Tutsi are foreigners who had come to Rwanda from Ethiopia and as such are a racial group superior to the ethnic
Hutus. However, when colonialism in Rwanda is dismantled and the Hutu majority come to govern the state the
same logic is what informs the extremism of Hutu Power, that built on the colonial fiction that the Tutsi were
foreign invaders, inverting the narrative to suggest not superiority, but rather that the Tutsi are not true
Rwandans as they are not of Rwanda but Ethiopia. The Twa, unthreatening in numbers and never having
dominated either the Tutsi or Hutu, were left largely ignored as a “pygmy population” that inhabited the forests
of and surrounding Rwanda, and who had always lived as marginalized subjects in Rwanda.

" Although thirteen members are listed only eleven of them could/did avail themselves.
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in the discourse of genocide which as produced Tutsi as a synonym for victim and Hutu as a
synonym for perpetrator, flattening out the grain of a long and often bloody conflict which
took life generally, despite its intent. The yearning for a return to the time before is, in my
reading, a death drive — a desire to return to a state of absolute peace (and innocence) that
would, in the satisfaction of such a desire, destroy the subject. It is this that is the post-

genocidal condition.

Having taken its cue from the various literary texts read here within, this intervention has
demonstrated that there should be no rush toward the phenomenology of genocide — to its
bloodiness, that violence that is visible tangible and object. Rather, as these literary texts ask
us to do, it asks us to pause and to attempt to abide by what the problem of genocide, not as
simply an object of study but the thing-in-itself. If the literary texts read in this dissertation
thus ask us to not jump to a conclusion, to think again about what we perceive as genocide’s
“origin” and “end”, and to wallow rather in its messiness as entanglement, but also to sit on
its staging, this intervention does; by inviting its reader to understand these literary texts and
literary media objects as not only staging(s) of the problem but as themselves reading the
problem; and in my reading of their reading, to move away from a fixation of their

bloodiness.

This intervention has engaged with the question of genocide through critically reading the
work of the Polish Jewish lawyer who coined the term, Raphael Lemkin, and attempts to
trace the unfolding of the concept since adopted by international law as a marker of “the
crime of crimes”. Lemkin’s intervention at the Fifth International Conference for the

Unification of Penal Law, held in Madrid (1933), offers the concept of Barbarity and
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Vandalism as proposed delicta juris gentium to be added to the list of offenses of law of
nations has been read as foundational to his later concept of genocide, in varying ways.
Furthermore, in reading of each of these offenses as concepts which would later “amount to
genocide” as Lemkin explains in Axis Rule in Occupied Europe: Laws of Occupation,
Analysis of Government, Proposals for Redress (1944)°: this dissertation has staged the ways
in which the figures of the vandal and in particular the barbarian are folded into the figure of
the genocidaire, through in particular the discourse of international law. In the
aforementioned text Lemkin conceptualizes genocide as a word intended to “signify” — a
formulation that | argue is necessary to return to — rather than mark, and explains that there
are eight “techniques” of genocide which are designed and deployed for the purpose of
destroying a group as such through eroding the foundations of the life of the group. These
techniques include acts aimed at the destruction of the economic base of a group, or the
group’s cultural, moral or religious teachings, and the biological and physical destruction of
the group. Congruent to these techniques of genocide are a number of conditions for or
leading to genocide, which Lemkin never does'publish, but charts in his “Revised Outline for
Genocide Cases” — now a part of the Raphael Lemkin Collection at the American Jewish
Historical Society Centre for Jewish History. This, along with other archival materials from
the aforementioned collection are read so as to begin thinking genocide as concept in its long
durée and beyond the measure of the physical and biological (the fifth and sixth techniques of
genocide) attempt to exterminate a group as such. The chapter also follows the shift in
Lemkin’s register inflected in the iterations of his concepts of barbarity, vandalism and
genocide (reformulated in his article for American Scholar to be a “phenomenon”) as a mode
through which to trace genealogically the development of genocide as concept. This is

necessary because it is in particular this shift from “intended to signify” to “a phenomenon”

® Hereafter referred to as Axis Rule in Occupied Europe.
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that stages what drops out of the concept of genocide when it is adapted for and adopted into
international law, which frames it as the latter of Lemkin’s formulations; a framing which I
have argued is a misdiagnosis of the problem of genocide which is scripted in the Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (1948) and the Rome Statute

(1998) in particular.

In reading these texts this intervention has shown how international law frames genocide
according to first of its etymological currents. Genocide, as Lemkin notes in Axis Rule in
Occupied Europe is a hybrid term, the product of a suturing of the Greek genos- and the Latin
-cide (1944: 79). Genocide’s Greek prefix is in turn derived etymologically from the Greek
word genomai, which can mean “a happening”, a “transition from one state or condition to
another”, or a “becoming”, though it is, I argue, only the first of these significations which is
accounted for by international law, whichis a misdiagnosis of the problem. As an exercise in
reading, this chapter demonstrated how the language of the aforementioned pieces of
legislation, but veil the eurocentrism of genocide and its foundational concepts. | argue that in
staging genocide and as such the genocidaire as outside of the “civilized world”, which
condemns it/them and by characterizing the genocidaire as “an odious scourge” configures
the genocidaire as the barbarian. This subscription to and reproduction of the logic of the
modern episteme is read through the literary interventions of J. P Stassen, Uwem Akpan,
Michael Caton-Jones, Annie Sunberg and Rock Stern, amongst others, as reading the
misdiagnosis and the eurocentrism of the problem of genocide, whilst also critically engaging
with legal texts the chapter has shown how the discourse of international law translates the
rhetoric of the ideology of genocide, reprising the manicheanism that produces genocide’s

unfolding. I have also, in this chapter, considered what it is that is desired in the wake of the
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end of genocide’s bloodiness, itself a false limit, and how it is that that lack becomes

embodied.

Continuing along the trajectory of genocide’s etymological unfolding, this dissertation has
also considered the work of transitional justice in relation to genomai’s second signification
as a “transition from one state or condition to another”; and the ways in which the Latin root
of Lemkin’s concept —cide allows one to read what is presumed as genocide’s end through
international law is a false limit and a cut, within which transitional justice stands to work.
Focusing on the experience of the Ethiopian Red Terror, what follows is an engagement with
the relation between genocide and terror. The Ethiopian Red Terror Trials, which were
retributive in their approach to transitional-justice;-highlight this relation in that members of
the Derg, the military junta which governed Ethiopia over the last three decades of the 20™
century, were charged with genocide, as is allowed for by the provisions of the Ethiopian
Penal Code of 1957, despite the definition of genocide enshrined in international law being
too limited to administer the same administration of justice. Furthermore, as international law
does not offer a coherent articulation of the concept of terror as delicta juris gentium, the
example of the Ethiopian instance of transitional justice provides a mechanism through which
to read the simultaneous disjuncture and bleeding-into of terror and genocide; and the relation
between the figures that are thought as embodiments of these offenses: the terrorist and the
genocidaire. | argued that on the axis of the subject and the Other, as the modern episteme
has delineated it, the genocidaire is uncivilized but civilizable, and is as such configured as
the barbarian; whilst the terrorist comes to stand as the modern representation of the savage —

furthest away from the civilized subject and uncivilizable.
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The irony of the Ethiopian Red Terror Trials, as a body of transitional justice, is thus that
persons marked as terrorists were prosecuted as genocidaires. Thus Ethiopia stages the
paradox of the relation between genocide and terror, and what slips between these two
concepts, and offers an example to think the South African experience of Apartheid as within
this paradox. | have argued in relation to this that Apartheid should not be thought as
genocide, as such, but rather terror; and through a critical engagement with the work of the
South African Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), the Gacaca Courts and the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, and the Ethiopian Red Terror Trials consider the
ways in which transitional justice produces the very cut that its mechanisms are deployed to

surmount.

Finally, this dissertation has offered as intervention the post-genocidal condition as a concept
that marks through its hyphen — a symbol for the mechanisms of transitional justice which
facilitate the deferral of a return to the conditions, discussed in the first chapter, for and of
genocide and its bloodiness — the temporal attachment of genocide and it’s “after” which is
really its “before”. It is thus, as Freud might posit, a death drive: a deferral of the desire to
return to the moment of birth, thus condemning the self to death, through a displacement of
this desire onto another. This deferral, as | have shown, is enabled through transitional justice
and those mechanisms which in various locales attempt to administer it; whilst the
compulsion to destroy is displaced as a desire to reconcile. As the post-genocidal condition
refers to a temporal relation between genocide and it’s after, mistaken as a beyond, that
moment yet to arrive in which the hyphen can become a dash. Furthermore, this chapter, in
reflection on the misdiagnosis of the problem of genocide demonstrates that to posit that
genocide is but a phenomenon is to read it as work, a bound entity that is discrete and is as

such object, as Roland Barthes has argued. To think genocide as work is also to bind it
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through filial relation to an author — the genocidaire. Consequently it may be (incorrectly)
presumed that the genocide (as work) reveals something of the mind of the perpetrator, thus
facilitating a rhetoric such as that of the discourse of international law, and even Lemkin
himself, which presumes that there can be such a thing as a “civilized mind”. In “The Post-
Genocidal Condition”, however, I invite a return to Lemkin’s original conceptualization of
genocide as “intended to signify” (emphasis my own), and argue that genocide should be read
as signifier in the Lacanian sense, as it operates as both metaphor and metonym; and as such,
by extension, that genocide should be read as text — the metaphor for which is the network:
irreducible in its plurality, without beginning or end, and divulged only through the work of
reading. Reflecting on the chapters preceding it, the fourth chapter of this dissertation returns
to the problem of thinking genocide as phenomenon and as such as work, and demonstrates
why it is necessary to read the question as text and network and as such always already
intertextual. The implication of this is that genocide cannot be thought through the logic of
the case study, which accepts the framework of the phenomenon and relegates genocide to
the then and there of the discourse of anthropology. As'such I posit that genocide cannot be
rendered discrete from the violence of colonialism, which, according to Fanon, was itself a
“bloodless genocide” (1961: 314), and argue consequently that the notion that genocide is a
condition of a world outside of Europe must be complicated. Furthermore, in borrowing
from John Mowitt, who posits that the theorization of the text is as yet incomplete, this
chapter asks what is at stake in an incomplete theorization of the text of genocide that has

been veiled by the presumption of an end and stage what might be productive about this.
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