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In Nassarawa State, price did not really have a significant effect on peoples demand for 

healthcare. Rather, the key issue was mainly the availability and accessibility of facilities, 

qualified personnel and quality medicines. Proximity to Nyanya and Maraba increased the 

risk of buying substandard medicines for most respondents. These two locations have open 

markets where patent medicines sellers procure cheap medicines for retail purposes and other 

individuals are allowed to purchase at wholesale prices without prescriptions.  

Even though Nassarawa has a good number of primary healthcare facilities, level B health 

posts were not available in most rural communities. Access to medicines was higher in level 

A health centre compared to level B health posts. The introduction of user fees at most health 

facilities influenced the health seeking behavior of thirty percent of the respondents and 

females. In nonurban areas 75% of the respondents households said they would only use the 

health centre or pay for medicines if their reasons for seeking care was for their children. 

35% of the respondents who were female and pregnant or breast feeding and living in non-

urban areas agreed to using herbs and giving at home due to inability and in most cases 

unwillingness to pay for medicines or user fees 

Acceptability – acceptability is one of the issues that characterise access to medicines as 

proposed by penchansky et al652, however, surprisingly, according to study findings, it is one 

of the factors that pose little or no challenge to access to medicines. Given the success rate of 

polio eradication campaigns and willingness of households to accept medicine supplies in 

remote and hostile areas, it was revealed during group discussions with women- mothers and 

households with children under -five years that health workers have become quite respectful 

of religious practices and cultural norms, hence their willingness to accept medical supplies 

and accord the much needed respect to medical ethics. 
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