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Short Note

The first record of Cape Clawless Otters Aonyx capensis predating on 
African Penguins Spheniscus demersus

Albert Snyman 1* , Arne Purves 2, Alison Kock 3,4 , Mashudu H Mashau 2, Faroeshka Rodgers 5 and Katrin Ludynia 1,6 
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The African Penguin Spheniscus demersus, a critically endangered seabird endemic to southern Africa, faces 
substantial threats from terrestrial predators at its mainland colonies. Correct identification of the predator 
species is essential for effective conservation management. This study provides the first documented evidence 
of Cape Clawless Otter Aonyx capensis predation on African Penguins. We describe characteristic lesion patterns 
distinguishing otter predation from other predators, such as Caracal Caracal caracal. These findings underscore 
the importance of accurate predator identification to guide targeted mitigation strategies and highlight the need for 
adaptive management to protect vulnerable mainland African Penguin colonies from emerging predation pressures.

Première observation de loutres à joues blanches Aonyx capensis prédatant des Manchots zdu 
Cap Spheniscus demersus

Le Manchot africain Spheniscus demersus, endémique d’Afrique australe et en danger critique d’extinction, est 
confronté à des menaces substantielles de la part des prédateurs terrestres dans ses colonies continentales. 
L’identification correcte des espèces prédatrices est essentielle pour une gestion efficace de la conservation. Cette 
étude fournit la première preuve documentée de la prédation de la loutre à joues blanches Aonyx capensis sur 
les Manchots du Cap. Nous décrivons des modèles de lésions caractéristiques qui distinguent la prédation de la 
loutre de celle d’autres prédateurs, tels que le Caracal Caracal caracal. Ces résultats soulignent l’importance d’une 
identification précise des prédateurs pour guider des stratégies d’atténuation ciblées et mettent en évidence la 
nécessité d’une gestion adaptative pour protéger les colonies continentales vulnérables de manchots africains des 
pressions de prédation émergentes.

Keywords: conservation threats, mainland penguin colonies, necropsy, predation

The African Penguin Spheniscus demersus, endemic to 
the Benguela upwelling and adjacent Agulhas bioregion 
of southern Africa, has experienced dramatic population 
declines over the past century (Sherley et al. 2024). These 
declines are primarily driven by prey shortages, climate 
change, predation, pollution and, in recent years, disease 
(Frost et al. 1976; Crawford et al. 2015; Molini et al. 2020). 
Historically, African Penguins bred exclusively on island 
colonies, but habitat limitations, localised prey availability and 
protection from land-based predators due to close proximity 
to human settlements likely contributed to the establishment 
of mainland colonies (Underhill et al. 2006; Pfaff et al. 2019).

While African Penguins breeding on island colonies face 
predation from gulls, seals and sharks (Randall et al. 1988; 
Johnson et al. 2006), those breeding on mainland colonies 

are vulnerable to a wider range of terrestrial predators, 
including Cape Leopard Panthera pardus, Caracal Caracal 
caracal, Domestic Dog Canis familiaris and Cape Grey 
Mongoose Galerella pulverulenta, among others (Vanstreels 
et al. 2019). Predation poses significant challenges to these 
mainland colonies, compounding threats from habitat change 
and other anthropogenic pressures.

Efforts to establish mainland African Penguin colonies 
have met with mixed success. Early attempts in the Eastern 
and Western Cape of South Africa were largely unsuccessful 
due to predation by terrestrial predators and other unknown 
factors (Every 1983; Shelton et al. 1984; Crawford 
et al. 2000; Crawford et al. 2008). By the mid-1980s, two 
colonies were successfully established at Stony Point and 
Simon’s Town, yet these still remain susceptible to terrestrial 
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predators. For example, the Stony Point African Penguin 
population experienced mass killings by Cape Leopard 
�G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �L�W�V�� �H�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W�� ���:�K�L�W�W�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�� �H�W�� �D�O���� �������������� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �D�W��
�6�L�P�R�Q�¶�V�� �7�R�Z�Q���� �&�D�U�D�F�D�O�� �F�D�X�V�H�G�� �R�Y�H�U�� �������� �S�H�Q�J�X�L�Q�� �I�D�W�D�O�L�W�L�H�V��
�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�������������D�Q�G���������������9�D�Q�V�W�U�H�H�O�V���H�W���D�O����������������

�7�K�H�� �6�L�P�R�Q�¶�V�� �7�R�Z�Q�� �S�H�Q�J�X�L�Q�� �F�R�O�R�Q�\���� �O�R�F�D�W�H�G�� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �6�R�X�W�K��
�$�I�U�L�F�D�¶�V�� �V�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W�� �F�R�D�V�W���� �K�D�V�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\�� �H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�G�� �D�� ��������
population decline, dropping from 1 100 breeding pairs in 
���������� �W�R�� �������� �S�D�L�U�V�� �L�Q�� ���������� ���6�K�H�U�O�H�\�� �H�W�� �D�O���� �������������� �$�I�U�L�F�D�Q��
Penguins at this colony continue to face threats from 
predation, prey availability and anthropogenic pressures. 

Although the Cape Clawless Otter Aonyx capensis has 
been suggested as a potential predator of the African 
Penguin because of its opportunistic feeding behaviour and 
habitat overlap, no direct evidence of predation has been 
�S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G���W�R���G�D�W�H�����:�K�L�W�W�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���H�W���D�O������������������ �7�K�H���G�L�H�W���R�I���&�D�S�H��
Clawless Otters typically consists of crustaceans and fish, 
although birds have occasionally been recorded to be part of 
�W�K�H�L�U���G�L�H�W�����9�H�U�Z�R�H�U�G���������������6�R�P�H�U�V�����������������7�K�L�V���V�W�X�G�\���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V��
the first confirmed case of Cape Clawless Otter predation on 
African Penguins, providing new insights into the predation 
risks faced by these penguins at mainland colonies. 

�,�Q�� �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U�� ������������ �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G�� �D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �&�D�S�H�� �&�O�D�Z�O�H�V�V��
�2�W�W�H�U�V�� �Z�D�V�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Y�L�F�L�Q�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�L�P�R�Q�¶�V�� �7�R�Z�Q��
penguin colony. During this period, one live penguin chick 
was rescued, and seven penguin carcasses (5 chicks and 
���� �I�O�H�G�J�O�L�Q�J�V���� �Z�H�U�H�� �G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���� �U�D�L�V�L�Q�J�� �V�X�V�S�L�F�L�R�Q�V�� �R�I�� �&�D�S�H��
Clawless Otter predation as no other predators were seen 
to be active in the area. Previously, a comprehensive project 
in 2019, which included extensive camera trapping and scat 
analysis, found no evidence of penguin predation by Cape 
�&�O�D�Z�O�H�V�V�� �2�W�W�H�U�V�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�L�W�H�� ���%�R�W�W�F�K�H�U�� �������������� �&�D�U�F�D�V�V�H�V��
were submitted to the Southern African Foundation for the 
�&�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �&�R�D�V�W�D�O�� �%�L�U�G�V�� ���6�$�1�&�&�2�%���� �I�R�U�� �H�[�D�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q����
but scavenging had obscured many diagnostic features for 
predator identification. The most consistent observation was 
the degloving of skin and soft tissue around the neck region, 
though it was unclear whether this was caused by predators 
�R�U���V�F�D�Y�H�Q�J�H�U�V�����)�L�J�X�U�H�����D����

�,�Q�� �0�D�U�F�K�� ������������ �D�� �&�D�S�H�� �&�O�D�Z�O�H�V�V�� �2�W�W�H�U�� �Z�D�V�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G��
and photographed actively attacking African Penguins 
�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �6�L�P�R�Q�¶�V�� �7�R�Z�Q�� �F�R�O�R�Q�\�� ���)�L�J�X�U�H�� �������� �7�K�U�H�H�� �D�G�X�O�W��
carcasses from this predation event were recovered and 
submitted for post-mortem examination. This marked the 
first confirmed case of Cape Clawless Otter predation on 
African Penguins. The carcasses exhibited distinct injuries, 
including punctures behind the eyes and ears (2 cases, 
������������ �E�L�W�H�� �Z�R�X�Q�G�V�� �R�Q�� �E�R�W�K�� �V�L�G�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�F�N�� ������ �F�D�V�H�V����
���������������S�X�Q�F�W�X�U�H���Z�R�X�Q�G�V���E�H�Q�H�D�W�K���W�K�H���M�D�Z���������F�D�V�H�V������������������
non-penetrating wounds to the top of the skull (3 cases, 
������������ �D�Q�G�� �V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W�� �P�X�V�F�O�H�� �G�D�P�D�J�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�F�N�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q��
�������F�D�V�H�V�������������������)�L�J�X�U�H�����������7�K�H���F�D�X�V�H���R�I���G�H�D�W�K���L�Q���D�O�O���W�K�U�H�H��
cases was attributed to fatal blood loss from punctures to 
�W�K�H���M�X�J�X�O�D�U���Y�H�L�Q���������F�D�V�H�V����������������

�,�Q�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �F�D�U�F�D�V�V�H�V�� �F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �0�D�U�F�K�� ������������
two injured adult penguins from the same predation event 
were also rescued and admitted for rehabilitation. These 
live birds presented with injuries consistent with otter 
predation, as observed on the carcasses, including neck 
wounds and punctures near the jaw. Both individuals were 
successfully rehabilitated and released back into the wild. 

Shortly after the predation event, the otter responsible was 
�F�D�X�J�K�W�� �E�\�� �U�D�Q�J�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �7�D�E�O�H�� �0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �3�D�U�N��
���7�0�1�3�����D�Q�G���P�R�Y�H�G���D���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���W�R���D�Q���X�Q�G�L�V�F�O�R�V�H�G��
location within the Park that was considered far enough to 
�S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���L�W�V���U�H�W�X�U�Q���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�O�R�Q�\�����6�$�1�3�D�U�N�V�����S�H�U�V�����R�E�V���������7�K�H��
otter was identified as a female and relocated to an area 
�Z�K�H�U�H�� �L�W�� �Z�D�V�� �O�L�N�H�O�\�� �W�R�� �H�Q�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �R�W�W�H�U�V���� �+�H�U�� �V�H�[�� �D�Q�G��
the increased likelihood of social association in the new 
location are believed to have contributed to the success of 
the relocation. Following the relocation, no further confirmed 
otter predation on penguins was observed at the colony. 
�+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H�������������S�U�H�G�D�W�L�R�Q���H�Y�H�Q�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���L�Q�V�L�J�K�W�V��
into the characteristic lesion patterns associated with otter 
predation and allowed for more accurate identification of 
suspected cases recorded thereafter.

During 2024, five additional adult penguin carcasses 
suspected of otter predation were recovered from the 
�6�L�P�R�Q�¶�V�� �7�R�Z�Q�� �F�R�O�R�Q�\���� �W�K�U�H�H�� �L�Q�� �-�X�O�\���� �R�Q�H�� �L�Q�� �$�X�J�X�V�W�� �D�Q�G�� �R�Q�H��
in September 2024. These carcasses exhibited injuries 
consistent with the lesions documented in 2023, including 
�E�L�W�H�� �P�D�U�N�V�� �O�R�F�D�O�L�V�H�G�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�F�N�� ������ �F�D�V�H�V���� �������������� �S�X�Q�F�W�X�U�H�V��
�E�H�K�L�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �H�\�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �H�D�U�V�� ������ �F�D�V�H�V���� ������������ �Q�R�Q���S�H�Q�H�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J��
�Z�R�X�Q�G�V���R�Q���W�K�H���W�R�S���R�I���W�K�H���K�H�D�G���������F�D�V�H�V���������������D�Q�G���S�X�Q�F�W�X�U�H�G��
�M�X�J�X�O�D�U�� �Y�H�L�Q�� ������ �F�D�V�H���� ������������ �7�K�L�V�� �F�R�Q�V�L�V�W�H�Q�F�\�� �F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�H�G�� �W�K�D�W��
the otter predation patterns identified in 2023 could reliably 
distinguish otter predation from other terrestrial predators, 
such as the Caracal, which also target the neck but leave 
distinct yet different injury patterns.

All carcasses were found along the coastal edges within 
the colony, suggesting that the predator accessed the 
colony from the sea. Although this would not rule out other 
sea-based predators such as seals, it could narrow down the 
list of potential predators. Furthermore, no physical evidence 
was observed at each of the sites where the carcasses were 
found that would aid in predator identification.

�7�K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�U�H�G�D�W�L�R�Q���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�W���W�K�H���6�L�P�R�Q�¶�V���7�R�Z�Q��
penguin colony, despite the removal of one otter following 
�W�K�H�� �0�D�U�F�K�� ���������� �S�U�H�G�D�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�F�L�G�H�Q�W���� �V�W�U�R�Q�J�O�\�� �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V�� �W�K�H��
�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �P�X�O�W�L�S�O�H�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���� �1�R�W�D�E�O�\���� �Q�R�� �I�X�U�W�K�H�U��
cases of otter predation on African Penguins were recorded 
for over a year, with the next case occurring only in July 
2024. This temporal gap suggests that the initial removal 
�Z�D�V�� �V�X�F�F�H�V�V�I�X�O���� �D�W�� �O�H�D�V�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�K�R�U�W�� �W�H�U�P���� �,�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �L�P�S�O�L�H�V��
that the predation events in 2023 and 2024 involved more 
�W�K�D�Q�� �D�� �V�L�Q�J�O�H�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���� �,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�O�\���� �W�K�H�� �6�L�P�R�Q�¶�V�� �7�R�Z�Q��
�F�R�O�R�Q�\���I�D�O�O�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���7�D�E�O�H���0�R�X�Q�W�D�L�Q���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�D�U�N���0�D�U�L�Q�H��
�3�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G�� �$�U�H�D�� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �W�K�H�� �R�W�W�H�U�V�¶�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �S�U�H�\�� �L�V�� �S�U�R�W�H�F�W�H�G����
The predation on African Penguins can therefore not be 
explained by a lack of natural prey availability. 

Lesions caused by Cape Clawless Otters and Caracal 
exhibit similarities as both target the neck region; however, 
we have identified several key diagnostic features that 
differentiate their predation patterns, which is crucial for 
effective conservation management. Cape Clawless Otters 
typically inflict bilateral bite wounds on the sides of the 
neck, often accompanied by puncture marks beneath the 
�M�D�Z�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�K�L�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �H�\�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �H�D�U�V���� �,�Q�M�X�U�L�H�V�� �D�U�H�� �S�U�L�P�D�U�L�O�\��
concentrated in the soft tissue, with non-penetrating 
wounds on the top of the head observed in some cases. 
Fatal blood loss from jugular vein punctures appears to be 
�D���K�D�O�O�P�D�U�N���R�I���R�W�W�H�U���S�U�H�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�D�E�O�H�����������,�Q���F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W�����&�D�U�D�F�D�O��



Ostrich 2025, 96(2): 135–139 ������

generally cause more extensive trauma to the upper neck, 
�Z�L�W�K���G�H�H�S�H�U���E�L�W�H���P�D�U�N�V���D�Q�G���W�H�D�U�L�Q�J�����9�D�Q�V�W�U�H�H�O�V���H�W���D�O������������������
Although Cape Clawless Otters and Caracal differ in body 
�V�L�]�H�����W�K�H�\���H�[�K�L�E�L�W���F�D�Q�L�Q�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���E�U�R�D�G�O�\���R�Y�H�U�O�D�S��
�L�Q�� �V�L�]�H�� ���9�D�Q�V�W�U�H�H�O�V�� �H�W�� �D�O���� �������������� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �L�W�� �L�V�� �W�K�H�� �V�K�D�S�H��
and structure of the canines that differ significantly between 
species. Otters have more triangular and robust canines, 
which could explain the presence of non-penetrating 
wounds. Unlike Cape Clawless Otters, Caracal rarely leave 
non-penetrating wounds on the head, and predominantly 
prey on adult penguins rather than targeting individuals 
across all age groups.

Further distinguishing features were identified through 
�W�K�H�� �P�H�D�V�X�U�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �E�L�W�H�� �Z�R�X�Q�G�V���� �,�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �V�W�X�G�\�� �W�K�H��
diameter of individual perforation wounds caused by otters 
�U�D�Q�J�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �������±������ �P�P���� �Z�K�L�O�H�� �W�K�H�� �G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H�� �E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q��
inter-canine spread ranged from 20–30 mm. These 
measurements are consistent with values reported for otters 
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�S�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�� �P�D�W�H�U�L�D�O�� �R�I�� �9�D�Q�V�W�U�H�H�O�V�� �H�W�� �D�O���� ����������������
�Z�K�H�U�H���W�K�H���X�S�S�H�U���M�D�Z���L�Q�W�H�U���F�D�Q�L�Q�H���V�S�U�H�D�G���Z�D�V�������������P�P���D�Q�G��
�W�K�H�� �O�R�Z�H�U�� �M�D�Z�� �Z�D�V�� �����������P�P���� �,�Q�� �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W���� �&�D�U�D�F�D�O�� �V�K�R�Z�H�G��
narrower inter-canine spread of 22.8 mm and similar canine 
�Z�L�G�W�K�� �R�I�� ���������P�P�� ���9�D�Q�V�W�U�H�H�O�V�� �H�W�� �D�O���� �������������� �7�K�H�� �U�H�O�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\��

(a)(a) (b)(b)

(c)(c) (d)(d)

(e)(e) (f)(f)

Figure 1: ���D�����'�H�J�O�R�Y�L�Q�J���R�I���V�N�L�Q���D�Q�G���V�R�I�W���W�L�V�V�X�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Q�H�F�N���D�Q�G���X�S�S�H�U���E�D�F�N���U�H�J�L�R�Q���������������������E�����Q�R�Q���S�H�Q�H�W�U�D�W�L�Q�J���Z�R�X�Q�G���W�R���W�K�H���W�R�S���R�I���W�K�H��
�V�N�X�O�O�� ���������������� ���F���� �S�X�Q�F�W�X�U�H�� �Z�R�X�Q�G�V�� �R�E�V�H�U�Y�H�G�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �U�L�J�K�W�� �V�L�G�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�F�N�� ���������������� ���G���� �S�X�Q�F�W�X�U�H�� �Z�R�X�Q�G�V�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�H�I�W�� �X�S�S�H�U�� �Q�H�F�N�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�� �Z�L�W�K��
�I�H�D�W�K�H�U�V�� �U�H�P�R�Y�H�G�� �W�R�� �H�Q�K�D�Q�F�H�� �Y�L�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Z�R�X�Q�G�V�� ���������������� ���H���� �S�X�Q�F�W�X�U�H�� �Z�R�X�Q�G�� �O�R�F�D�W�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �O�R�Z�H�U�� �M�D�Z�� �U�H�J�L�R�Q�� ���������������� ���I���� �V�X�E�F�X�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V��
�D�Q�G���P�X�V�F�X�O�D�U���E�U�X�L�V�L�Q�J���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�F�N��������������

Figure 2: Cape Clawless Otter Aonyx capensis attacking an adult 
African Penguin Spheniscus demersus during the 2023 predation 
cases. Photo credit: City of Cape Town
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wide and rounded perforations observed in the penguin 
carcasses therefore further support otter predation as the 
most likely cause of mortality in these cases.

By recognising these distinctions, conservationists 
and veterinarians can more accurately attribute predation 
events to specific predators and avoid misidentifications 
that undermine management efforts. Unlike other predators 
that display age-specific targeting, Cape Clawless Otters 
may exhibit a broader predation pattern with confirmed 
cases involving adult penguins and suspected cases 
involving fledglings and chicks. This potential for a broad 
predation scope has significant implications for population 
dynamics as it simultaneously reduces juvenile recruitment 
�D�Q�G�� �G�H�S�O�H�W�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �E�U�H�H�G�L�Q�J�� �D�G�X�O�W�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���� �,�Q�� �F�R�Q�W�U�D�V�W����
other predators demonstrate a clear preference for specific 
�D�J�H�� �J�U�R�X�S�V�� ���7�D�E�O�H�� �������� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U���� �L�W�� �V�K�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �Q�R�W�H�G�� �W�K�D�W��
some information in Table 1, such as predation by Cape 
Leopard, is based on a single event and may only reflect 
individual behaviour rather than broader species behaviour.

Furthermore, there have been reports about otter 
presence in the mainland African Penguin colony at Stony 
Point, but to date no carcasses attributed to potential otter 
�S�U�H�G�D�W�L�R�Q�� �K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �U�H�W�U�L�H�Y�H�G�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�H�U�H�� ���&�D�S�H�1�D�W�X�U�H������
�S�H�U�V���� �R�E�V�������� �7�K�H�L�U�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H�� �D�O�R�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�D�V�W�O�L�Q�H�� �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�V��
�W�K�D�W�� �R�W�W�H�U�� �S�U�H�G�D�W�L�R�Q�� �H�[�W�H�Q�G�V�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G�� �6�L�P�R�Q�¶�V�� �7�R�Z�Q�� �D�Q�G��
could affect the Stony Point colony (~100 km from the 
�6�L�P�R�Q�¶�V�� �7�R�Z�Q�� �F�R�O�R�Q�\������ �7�K�H�� �D�E�V�H�Q�F�H�� �R�I�� �F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�H�G�� �F�D�V�H�V��
from the Stony Point colony should not be seen as the 
absence of otter predation, and ongoing monitoring will be 
needed to assess whether otters are also targeting African 
Penguins at Stony Point.

The recurring predation events at mainland colonies 
underscore the need for a balanced management approach 
that considers the conservation needs of African Penguins 
and the ecological role of predators within a dynamic 
�D�Q�G�� �F�R�P�S�O�H�[�� �H�F�R�V�\�V�W�H�P���� �:�K�L�O�H�� �W�U�D�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �W�K�U�H�D�W�V�� �V�X�F�K��
as prey shortages, climate change and pollution remain 
critical, the emergence of site-specific challenges such as 
predation by Cape Clawless Otters in addition to predation 
�E�\�� �&�D�U�D�F�D�O���� �.�H�O�S�� �*�X�O�O�V��Larus dominicanus, Cape Fur 
Seals Arctocephalus pusillus and various mongoose 
species necessitates adaptive management strategies. 
These strategies may include targeted interventions 
such as trapping and relocating problematic otters to 
�U�H�G�X�F�H�� �L�P�P�H�G�L�D�W�H�� �W�K�U�H�D�W�V�� ���5�K�R�G�D�� �������������� �)�X�U�W�K�H�U�P�R�U�H����
the predation risk by species not traditionally considered, 
such as otters, underscores the importance of developing 
comprehensive predator risk evaluations and mitigation 
plans for existing, recently initiated and future penguin 
colonies, which is critical for safeguarding African Penguin 
populations against this evolving threat.
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