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ABSTRACT

The study explom and examing new forms of social relations at the interpersonal,
community and institutional levels that have emerged in the social organisation of
Neighbourhood Watch Organisatios in Parow West, Parow East, Ravensmead and
Cravenby, in the Western Cape. The objective of the research was to understand how social
solidarities generated through participation in neighbourhood watch organisations
institutional partnershipand workingprinciplesinfluenced and fostered the development of
social solidarity, social integration and social cohesion of local communities and a new sense

of nationhood.

Towards the abae end the study made use of anEtionalist perspectivdbased on
Dur k h econoepts ofmechanical and organisocial solidarity These functionalist
concepts were used to identify and to examine the new forms of social cooperation and
associations that emerged in the context of local neighbourhoods, and formally in
neighbourhoodvatch organisations and partnerships engaged in residential property crime

preve ntive measures.

The study design which was employed to probe social solidaritiegighbourhoods and
local communitiesnade use of qualitative research methodolodiée enpirical data was
collected from irdepth semistructuredinterviews,as well as focus group discussions with
all respondents belonging either to the neighbourhood watch organisaibermatively
respondents were also drawn from related institutionslved in residential property crime

prevention, such as the SAPS

And finally, thedata was interpreted within a Durkheimean framework of social solidarity
order toreflect on the extent to whicNeighbourhood WatclOrganisatios have played a

significant role in building social solidarity, integration and cohesioRarow West, Parow



East, Ravensmead and Cravenblyis was ultimately done in order to establish an empirical
basis to consider the extent to which South African society has moved fanheid to
liberal democratic values and practices from the ground up in Neighbourhood Watch

Organisatios.

Key words: community safety, crime, neighbourhood watch organisation, social solidarity,

social integration, social cohesion, Parow West, P&fast, Ravensmead, Cravenby.
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CHAPTER 1

RESEARCH AIMS, STUCTURE AND ORGANISATION OF THE

STUDY

1.1 Background

In considering crime in South Africa, the study draws on the statement of Valerie (2005:264)

who signals the increase in crime in South AfricatHis regard, it is stated thitSo ut h

Africa experienced a huge increase in crime in the early 1990s akatmh en t he cour
political settl ement was already under wayo.
South Africa society by stealth so to speak during the 1980s when under the old regime
South .Africa experienced a huge increase in crimiénearly 1990s. This occurred in a

context within which the police force was preoccupied with combating political violence

rat her than c¢cri me. I n | ight of t his, the i

violence meant that the increasewentlgel v undetectedo (i bid).

In South Africa, in general, and Cape Town, in particular, there were-sogimmic
challenges such as high unemployment, poverty, poor education, health challenges and high
crime. Taken together, these challenges producedurisg fear and anxiety in the context

of what has been found by suburbs such as Cravenby, Ravensmead and Parow West and
Parow East. This entailed the perception that the failure of the criminal justice system was
seen to lead to greater insecurity, faad anxiety In this regard, it has been observed that

old patterns of racism potentially threatened to undermine social integration and expressed

the new democratic society of South Africa.



The point is that in the face of such fear, insecurity and gngeused by crime especially
residential property crime, the matter of having common concerns might or might not be
sufficient to bind communities so affected. The main form in which communities have been
seen to converge in their common interests wasthm formation and existence of
Neighbourhood Watch Organisations. This research thus explored Neighbourhood Watch
Organisations as the institutional site where social relations of social cooperation and
solidarity emerged. In this respect, the practiceahmunities taking up crime prevention

and the matter of safety and security by their own efforts through the Neighbourhood Watch
Organisations is considered to be the basis for building social cohesion. Towards this end,
this research explored the forgiref new social connections between individuals and
institutions and their working principles. In summary, the study identified the new patterns of
solidarity, integration and cohesion which have emerged in Neighbourhood Watch

Organisatios in the contexof the new democratic South Africa.

1.2 Research Problem and Research objectives

1.2.1Research problem

The research was situated in the current context of South Africa which was characterised not
only by intensive political change but also escalating levietsime. This research sought to
investigate how the collective organisation of local communities was combating residential
property crime. It was through social cooperation in Neighbourhood Watch Organisations

that social solidarity, integration and colmeswas enabled and fostered.

With respect to social solidarity the research sought to examine the different forms of
cooperation and association that emerged between individuals, families and friends in direct

bearing to work in Neighbourhood Watch Orgaation, and the kinds of affinities that were



established. The second level dealt with the partnerships that have emerged between
Neighbourhood WatclOrganisatios and the Police, Police Forums, Churches, Schools,
Businessmen, etc. These were to be constén the light of their functioning as social
mechanisms that made for the increased integration of local communities. And thirdly, this
research intended to explore the extent of social cohesion that is integration at the level of
nationhood. It was pogsely in the fit between the norms and values extant in Neighbourhood

WatchOrganisatios and that of the national constitution and its human rights culture.

In summary, the primary research problem was therefore to establish the extent to which new
forms of social solidarity (new affinities), social integration (new partnerships) and cohesion

(new norms, values), were emergent in neighbourhood v@iganisatios.

1.2.2 Aims and objectives

This research explores the extent of social solidarity, sedggiation and social cohesion as

it unfolded in Neighbourhood Wat&brganisatios on thebasis of the following:

1 To investigate the new forms of social solidarity that emerged in relations of
cooperation and association amongst individuals and familiesigihbourhood watch
Organisatios together with the affinities they engender.

1 To examine the new forms of partnershipat hasemerged between Neighbourhood
Watch Organisations and a range of institutions (State to Civil Society) as
mechanisms of sociaitegration.

1 To reflect on the nature of social cohesion of local communities involved in
designated Neighbourhood Watch Organisations and their partnerships on the basis of
their working norms, values, principles and policies, representative of thal-libe

democratic Constitution of South Africa.



1.2 3 Significance of the study

Given the apartheid legacy, South Africa was looking for the ways of movingdipatheid

to liberatdemocracy. Hence, this study was interested in the current state of social cohesion

in the context of crime and community policing in South Africa. In this regard, reference is

made to the speech by President Zuma during the sumnsba@ad cohesion where he

hi ghlighted that Athis summit must be anott
among ourselves, reach out to one another and move a step further, in building a truly united,
nonracial, nonsexist democratic and prosp® u s Sout h Afr

(http://www.info.gov.za/speech/dynanic

What is important for this research are the liberal democratic values outlined above, in
particular how they were taken up by NeighbourhoodcdW®rganisatios in Cravenby,
Ravensmead, Parow West and Parow East. The research reflected on the possibilities that the
Neighbourhood Watch Organisations offered for exploring different types of solidarity as
they emerged and intersected in the sodiatfices arising out of their common concern for

the safety of local communities.

1.3 Research Design

The research design of this study is based on qualitative research methodologies. The purpose
of the design was to provide the means to compare comnuuthiz¢ are still relatively
segregated today such as Ravensmead, Cravenby, to communities that are relatively
desegregated such as Parow West and Parow East. The purpose of this design was to consider
how local communities engendered social solidarity angaged the principles of liberal
democracy and Human Rights Culture in their Neighbourhood Watch Organisations and

partnerships.


http://www.info.gov.za/speech/dynamic

The empirical data was collected fromdapth and senstructured interviews of individuals,

as well as focus group discumss, all belonging either to neighbourhood watch organisations

or related institutions involved in residential property, crime prevention, such as the police
service, or both. The data collected was then categorised and analysed in relation to the

conceptf social solidarity, social integration and social cohesion.

And finally, the data was interpreted within a DurkheimEanctionalist framework in order

to capture the shift from mechanical solidarity (sameness) equated with the apartheid period
to organic solidarity (difference) equated with democratic South Africa. This was done so as
to reflect on the extent to whiche idea of a new South African nationhood was seen to be
an emerging reality from the ground up in local communities and neighbourhoods. It was
sought in how the designated local communities engaged the social challenges of residential

property crime, irparticular, in neighbourhood watcganisatios.

1.4 Limits of the study

This study is limited by the small number of interviews, thus it only serves as an illustrative
study of the new forms of social relations at the individual, interpersonal, comynaunt
institutional levels that emerged in the social organisation of neighbourhood watch

organisations in Parow West, Parow East, Ravensmead and Cravenby, in the Western Cape.

The objective of this research was to understand how social solidaritiestgentrough
participation in neighbourhood watch organisations and institutional partnerships influenced
and fostered the development of social solidarity, social integration and social cohesion of
local communities and a new sense of nationhood. As shishstudy is not reflective of the
wider Parow West, Parow East, Ravensmead and Cravenby communities, but can

nevertheless be used as a basis for gauging shifts in social solidarity and social cohesion. The



study as such does not lend itself to genemtibn but is restricted to the specificities

researched.

1.5Chapter Outline

Chapteroneoutlinesthe aim, objectivesand theoverall structureof this study Chater two
provides the conceptual antheoretical fameworks which includesommunity safety,
neighbourhood, neighbourliness, neighbourhood watch organisationsocial solidarity
Chapterthree descrik®the reseach method that wereusedfor data collectiorand analysis,
while chapterfour presents andinalyse the dataset Chapterfive finally presens the

conclusionandresearch findingsf this studyfollowed by the Bibliography and appendices



CHAPTER 2

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Introduction

This Chaptereviewed some of the available literature that wast relevant to the topic of

this study It served toset theconceptual and theoreticgtoundthat was employeébr the
description, analysiand interpretation othe data collected.he researcher coverdle key

concepts related to community safetgighbourhoodneighbourlinessand neighbourhood
watchorganisation This served the further purpose of providing operational definitions for

the working conceptsocial solidarity, social integration and social cohesitime final

section of thichapterd evel ops the theoretical framewor k
mechanical and organic solidarity in order to capture, respectively, the shift from Apartheid

to Constitutional Democracy.

2.2 Community safety:liberal social changes and democrati©rganisation

Reflecting on how the community responds to crime Gilling (200138%) points out that:

First community safety is a response not only to crime, but also to the insecurity that
surrounds crime, but also the social changes that define advabeeaism. These
changes which are more acute in urban areas, have contributed to the emergence of a
society that is more plural, individualistic, divided, unequal and insecure. This
insecurity in turn feeds not only off perceived risk and media representdtcrime,

but also off an array of manifestation of disorder or insecurity.

In particular, community safety was meaningful in the context of a/ARumttheid era that

reflected a democratic representation of human rights as well as the increasmepf cri
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especially residential property crime. In addition, communities made efforts to solve

problems surrounding crime.

People had the same perception of rising crime levels in South Africa. In the context of our
society crime was understood in two ways. {Ba one hand as Valerie Moller (2005:264)

argues:

ACrime is cause for concern in the New
miracle of negotiated settlement in 1994. It might be the single factor that prevents

South Africa rainbow people fromliviiga ppi | y ever after under

However, on the other hand, the need to understand the rise of fear, anxiety and insecurity
associated with increasing levels of residential property crime generated wide interest in
criminal justice and the South Adan Police Service (SAPS). The focus of this research was

therefore to highlight the different points of convergence between the perceptions of ordinary
people and those of the State. What this meant was that the rigid boundaries of law were
broken down. tl was in this intersection that the norms and strategies for crime prevention

were established. This culminated in the development of new forms of cooperation, ideas and

guidelines and as suebaswhat the research sought to investigate.

In this regard, iwvas noted that little attention, however, has been given to how members of
selected communities created social solidarity through neighbourhood watch organisations. In
addition, there was very little focus on how intra and egtnamunity relations funatn as

social integrative mechanisms that fostered social cohesion. For example the research
examine&l the new relations that were built between neighbourhood watch organisations, the
Police, Community Crime Platforms and other institutidnsparticular, vhat this research
explored was the extent to which social relations in Neighbourhood Watch Organisations had

the added effect of achieving social solidarity, social integration and social cohesion.

8



This research drew on Dagnino (cited in Gavera®5:150) who holds that citizenship was

not bestowed by the state, or by a set of legal norms, rather, it is attained through practice,
based on different identities and struggles around concrete issues. From this perspective, the
rights associated witdemocracy include not only political and civil rights, but also social
rights. Furthermore, it is extended in some views, to the rights of participation, i.e. to
claiming, and even in creating new rights through new demands. This research, thus,
attemptedo understand what was involved when new social relations bound individuals and
communities to each other in Neighbourhood Watch Organisations, partnerships and working

principles and values.

2.2.1 Community safety: criminal justice, normative order andnew partnerships

The critical point m this regardis thatwhile criminal justice agencies are not excluded from
the scope of community safety activities, they are expected to play a much diminished role,
thus affording spaces for other institutions susHaeal authorities and community groups
(Gilling, 2001:385). It wagreciselyin this spacdhat Neighbourhood Watch Organisations
emerged anfbrged alliances, associations and partnersiijpis as Patermoster, 1984 (cited

in Fleming, 2005:4) argued:

There is the potential to use the existing neighbourhood structure as a vehicle to build
partnerships with police and the community, increase the quality and quantity of
police citizen contact (and thus legitimacy) and at the same time build community

capaciy.

Neighbourlbod Watch @ganisationghusemergedn an institutional arrangemeit which
democratic practices and partnerships weregrounded and it is precisely this featthmat
the research sought to uncov@owards this endSilling (2001:385)was instructive in

suggesting that:



The partnership offers a distinct institutional means towards its ends, which entails a
shift from the predominantly central statist approach to the problem of crime, to one
that relies instead upon the forging of parsips on a number of different fronts.
These partnerships may be between the public and the private and between the crime
and the locality, between criminal justice and social policy broadly conceived.
Partnerships are presented as the new way to salveraiblems and are increasingly
common across a range of policy contexts. As with the word community, partnerships

were often wused i mphang & maetmg of mwnds amnsl sharece €

concernso.

Similarly, Fleming (2005: 1) recognizethe social #icacy of neighbourhood watch

Organisatios beyond its immediate mandate in stathmaj:

A better way to assess the efficacy of neighbourhood watch is to view it as a vehicle
to embrace partnerships between police, other agencies and the communitgtand th
these partnerships can effectively improve police/community relations, improve
perceptions of safety and security and enhance community involvement in wider

crime prevention initiatives.

In light of the above, the focus of the research was to invéstiypaw new forms of
cooperation, associations apdrtnershipsthat emerged in relation to Neighbourhood Watch

Organisations, facilitated social integratemd solidarityat this levelengagement

222Community safety groupsdé objectives

While the fai of the community safety groups differed from area to area, the literature was
able to show that the overall objectives refer to the following as cridedaring & Dupont,

2010:10)

10



Develop activities, projects and programmes geared toward makinigpdilearea

safe;

Build a sense of community cohesion at the local level,

Develop a sense of pride in the neighbourhood;

Ensure that local communities have an organised grouping that can represent their
needs, concerns and strategies to the relevant emardal bodies;

Mobilise a network of people who are willing and able to assist community members

who find themselves in difficult or troublesome situations.

The above objectives of community safety groups are indicative of a mutually and

reinforcing relatonship between on the one hand, the physical nature of the neighbourhood

and the social relations of neighbourliness that will now be addressed.

2.3 Neighbourhood and neighbourliness

The critical concept that the studsought to unpack was the relationshipetween

neighbourhood and neighbourliness. In this regard, the study was guided firstly by Fisher

(1984 xxii) whose work mapped out the concept of neighbourhood as follows:

Neighbourhood appears at first to be the conservative ceneegilace with
boundiries to protect, a place where we can be safe, a site for raising a family,
growing up, and going to school éUsually

small territory containing people and organisations that interact.

However, in additionGalster (2012:43) was of the view that the more we learn about

neighbourhood, the more it stands out as a community of great importance beyond the

conservatism suggested by Fisher (1984) above. Taking another angle on the meaning of

neighbourhoodsalster(2012:43) @fined a neighbourhood as:

11



The bundle of spatially based attributes associated with clusters of residences,
sometimes in conjunction with other land uses. In a community, members play
different roles linked to the occupied space and also the necessiysiorming the

land regarding the problems that it poses.

From the broad definition as to what constituted the physical and social attributes of a
neighbourhood, Galster (2012:4&)ditionally provided this study with list to identify its

key charactestics:

These attributes include structural characteristics: class status characteristics of the
residents, environmental characteristics; proximity characteristics of residences,
political characteristics; social interactive characteristics (local kin fihd

networks, intethousehold neighbourhoasiganisatios, and strengtof social control

and socialiat i on) ; as we |l | as senti ment al ch

identification, belonging and pride of place).

It should be clear from the abovkat what is denoted and connoted in the concept of
neighbourhood is quite wide ranging and complex and thus offers much opportunity for
generatingzast amounts of datd@he challenge as such was to provide a clear theoretical and
conceptual framework to wk within in order to reducés scopebut at the same time that

increasd the focus of tts study.

2.3.1Neighbourhood and safety

Generally, in South Africa, numerous local communities have come together to create
associations with the key objective of making their neighbourhoods safer. Scholars such as

Mar ks and Bonnin (2010:60) i ncl udi ngrent hos e
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ways in which communities have come together and worked with a range of other security

organisations to generate safety outcomes.

The aim of the latter scholarship was in particular to identify how commdiggted
initiatives aligned with otheinstitutions of which the most noteworthy was particularly the

public police (Marks & Bonnin, 2010: 581).

2.3.2Neighbourhood Watch Organisations and Policing

The social integrative function of Neighbourhood Watch Organisations is best identified by

Fleming (2005:2) who outlines the nature of partnerships in the context of community safety:

ANei ghbourhood watch is a community cri me

and community volunteers work togethero.

Smith (2008:17) concretises this understagdihthe relationship between community safety

and policing in the following way:

Many communities have organisations dedicated to keeping that community safe.
These can be organisations like a neighbourhood watch in which citizen are devoted
to the prevetion of crime and vandalism join together to help police, the community

and make sure it is free of crime.

What is particularly significant is that the contact between community and the police meant
that there was consensus on shared communications, fawss and strategies for crime
prevention. This was considered to be a starting point for constituting new forms of
cooperation amongst members of the community and the police. In this regard, Marks &
Bonnin (2010: 73)opened a way of understanding thstidiction between the police and the

community by arguing that:
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Minimal police actors would be responsive to public requests for assistance
(regardless of the police perceived seriousness of the crime), be respectful and
supportive of nospolice solutiongo problems of crime and disorder, committed to
efficient and effective crime investigation and have a high regard for civil liberties

and individual rights.

In particular, Marks& Bonnin (2010:74) considered the ramification of what is involved in
policeecommunity partnerships with Neighbourhood Watch Organisation and noted further in

their analysis:

The police also need to find mechanisms to actively support and collaborate with
community groups whose aim has never been to replace state bodies. At ¢he sam
time, community safety groups need to be prepared to work collaboratively with the
police, within safety networks. They also need to adhere to a set of guiding principles
which prelude them from engaging in partisan and/or vigilante actions in thetr ques

for community safety.

By considering the above, the study focused on the collaborative support made up of
partnerships, alliances, and networks which exist between police, other institutions and
Neighbourhood Watch Organisations. This was particularfyomant fo the research as it
showed howneighbourhood watch organisations function as social integrative meckanism
binding local communities to the SAPS in Community Police Forums together with other

related institutions and agencies.

2.3.3 Neighbourhood, neighbourliness and neighbourhood watch organisations

The final aspecthat is considered hereunder puts place an understanding of the

intersection between neighbourhood, neighbourliness and neighbourhood watch organisations.
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In this regqa r d the study draws on Flemingdés (200

integrative function of neighbourhood watches and how it may be harnessed, thus (Ibid):

A Wh at i s needed iIis to marry the neighbc

of neighbourhood schemes with a stronger emphasis onqmolice i zen contact.

In adding to this sociological understanding of the relation between neighbourliness and
social cohesion Fisher (1984 recognies below the process at work which the study

turn took up as the building of social solidarity.

é .when the neighbourhood organisation does things that protect family life,
encourages friendships and neighbouring, and strengthens neighbourhood churches,
shopping streets, and other institution, iegghbourhood organisation is fostering the
interrelationships of neighbourhood people and strengthasial fabric and sense of

Community. o

Considered thus the objectives of the research are summarised as a complex involving, firstly,
capturing the budling of social solidarity througtensity and intensity afocialinteraction
Secondly, social integratiowas captured in the density of interaction among partners and
intensity through the type of relations that ensued in such partnerships. And thaaibl,
cohesionwas captured ithe use of LiberaDemocratic values and Human Rights principles

in the working codes of conduct and constitutions of Neighbourhood Vatghnisatios

and its partnerships

2.3.4Neighbourhood Watch Organisation in KwaZului Natal

The research conducted in Kddu- Natal by Shearing and Dupont (2006:-&B) on
Neighbourhood WatclOrganisatios shares certain elements in common with this study

however differs in terms of its primary objectives. An overlap in the sociapasition and

15



demographics is noted in the formerso6 selec
that Shearing and Dupont (lbid) conducted their research in different areas in Durban,

KwaZulu-Natal in particular in the following:

Newlands East, a lower/ middle workingclass residential area historically
demarcated for coloured people, [but] now home to a more-mamging racial
spectrum of PerpdemiddlefcAmadk]s ér e a redidefitsvh er e ]

have established a strg and wel organised Neighbourhood Wat€hganisation

The character of the research setghis studyoverlaps with the above in termssmilar
demographics and social compositiblowever, this study differs from the above in as much

as the focs of Shearing and Dupont (Ibid) is on:

éhow communities came together to enhance
how they worked towards achieving those objectives; and their relationship to other

safety actors or securitypdes, particularly the fice.

The fundament al di fference between the abov
former is concerned with th@rganisatioal dynamics of neighbourhood watCiiganisatios

and focused on its origins, goals and their alignment to other safietys notably the police.

This study covers much of the same ground but to different effect in as much as this study is
focused on gauging the extent to which neighbourhédch Organisatios effect social

solidarity, social integration and social colwesiin local communities and their social
surrounds. Thuysvhereasthe former is focused oiNeighbourhood Watcrganisatiorand

their effect on crime and safetthis study considergs relation to gauging the shift from

mechanical solidarity aepartheidto organic solidaritythat is thecurrent democracy

16



24 Theoretical framework: Social solidarity, integration and cohesion

2.4.1 Functionalist logic of Durkheim

The theoretical framework of this study sought to bring the concepts of sodaargp)

integration and cohesion together in a coherent and researchable manner. In this regard this
study looked to the Durkheimean sociological framework since it has a long enduring history

of taking up these latter concepts in order to probe therapiliestion of what constitutes

social order and by contrast disorder or worse anomie. Putting a different spin on the
functionalist perspdtOioRed4Rer xporceasrers Tucl
order i n t he .@ivahdghat thes fstudg sosgbtrtodumaover the functionalist
sociology embedded in Neighbourhood Waiganisatios the research problematic was

t hus framed. I n t his regard Tucker ds (2002

sociology:

He (Durkheim) is nterested in uncovering the social glue that holds societies together,
and how different types of social cohesion, or, social solidarity, originate, develop,

and maintain them. These questions are the proper suigetetr of sociology.

This study has takeup these functionalist concepts, but has given them added specificity to
suit the purposes of this study. Towards this end social glue is considered in light of how
Neighbourhood Watckorganisatios function as a social integrative mechanism. Secondly,
solidarity is delimited to those relations of sociability engendered in and through the social
practices of Neighbourhood Watdbrganisation And thirdly, cohesion is gauged in the
convergence and consensus of principles and values of respective constifuiccies and

human rights practices.
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2.4.2 Social solidarity: Mechanical and Organic distinction

With respect to Durkheimdbs concept of soci al
between mechanical and organic was intended as a typaboglfferentiate traditional
society from modernity (Tucker, 2012) . Thi s
between Apartheid and Democracy which admittedly does not neatly coincide in respect of
tradition and modernityHowever,it does differentiate between social relations built on
likenesses or resemblances and those on differences or diversity. It was thus for the latter
reason that the distinction between mechanical and organic solidarity was seized upon to
gauge the exterdf putative shift in solidarity in Democratic South Africa which might have

been emergent at the level of local communitidhe distinction between mechanical and

organic solidarity for Durkheim (19647J,ucker (Ibid: 127)notes is quite sharp for he hsld

that:

Durkheim is influenced byédistinctions b
prevalent in his time. He develops two different types of solidarity corresponding to

these distinct types of social organisation. The first type of solidarity hgndess as
mechanical solidarity. In this type of solidarity the common consciousness is strong

and individuals are similar to each other, sharing the same beliefs and ideas, Rules are
often repressive, imposing uniform, strict punishment on all membescadty. This

punishment reinforces shared beliefs and values.

By contrast Durkheim (1964:79) noted that:
division of labour produces. Even if the previous type implies that individuals resemble each
other, hi s type pr es u me Noredvdr,eTiucker @bidf 128)rtaps O .

Dur khei méds <conceptwualisation of organic sol

which has added value to this study for marking the shift from Apartheid to Democracy.
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What s noted below is the distinction between collective identity and an emergent

individualism and moreover that it is predicated on the division of labour. Thus (Ibid):

As the division of labour emerges, a new type of organic solidarity arises. In organic
solidarity the collective conscience becomes diffuse and there is more room for
individual and personal differencés. There is a high degree
among distinctive institutions and persan® Individualism provide® a shared
consciousness sahe right and dignity of the individual achieve almost sacred status

in modern societies. Ideals tied to the republic and nation becomes powerful moral

forces binding people together.

Simply put the framework for understanding the transition from mechhmo organic
solidarity above allows for a comparative analysis in which iab®possible to parallel the

shift from Apartheid to Democracy. This study sought to substantiate the latter shift
concretely through the practices of Neighbourhood Watch risgtons. Howver, it
simultaneously recogres that the shift from mechanical to organic is not a rupture but rather

a continuum in which elements of both-exist albeit under liberademocratic conditions.

This theoretical framework then made it poksilo examine the extent to which the working
norms, practices, partnerships and associations of Neighbourhood Dfgt@hisatios are
premised in the democratic and human rights ethos of the current constitutional democracy

andare engendering social cohesmmot, as the case mighavebeen
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CHAPTER 3

RESEARCH SETTING, DESIGN AND PROCESS

3.1 Introduction

In this research design and methodologyapter the researcher outltheéhe chosen
methodology for the study, and the methods used for data collection, data presentation and
analysis.The researcher set out the empirical setting ofstbdy which is located in four
areas, namelyParow West, Parow East, Ravensmead and Chogvénnally, the chapter

closes with a discussion on the important issues of the validity of the finadisdmits and

the ethical principles that governed the research process.

3.2 Research @tting: Parow West, Ravensmead, Cravenby, Parow East

In reect with the abovehis section describes the environmental characteristics dbthre

preselectedeighbourhood watch organisatiastarting with Parow West.

3.2.1 Neighbourhood Profile: Parow West

3.2.1.1 Description of setting Parow West

ParowWest is aneighbourhoodvhich belongs to the huge suburb of Parow. It is located
along Vootrkker road, one of the longest roads in South Africa. Parow West offers different
facilities such as the municipality, pesffice, public library, Parow day hospitdfledicross

clinic (private), different Bankand sport facilities.

3.2.12 Crime Perceptions Parow West and Avondale

Much of the information on crime is provided by police through pamplaetinewslettes
which are distributed to the local communities. In general there was a strong awareness of

crime and crime prevention fany suspicious criminal activities on the groulmdparticular
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communities were made awareofs@ | | ed A hot s p o tosirboods éspecially me
those located cke toVootrekker road, around the pestfice andthe train statiombecause

of a lot of movemenbf crowds. The crima of concern for ParowVest and Avondale are
drug dealing, housebreakingnd theftout of motor vehsles, prostitution and vagrancyn
responsehte safety measures which have been taken are based on nunmeghi®urhood

patrols and joint operatiom®nductedvith the SAPS.

3.2.2 Neighbourhood Rofile: Parow East

3.2.2.1 Description of setting Parow East
Parow East is residential area which is alkirated along th&oortrekker main road.This
suburb provides for shops, coffee shops, two primary schools and a wide open park for

recreational use.

3.2.2.2 Crime profile: Parow East and Fairfield Estate

Much of theinformation on crimewas provided by residents, police and Fairfield Estate
NeighbourhoodWatch Organisation. The hot spoia this neighbourhood werthe train
station, drug houseparkbpen fieldandparkingareas.The crimeof concern for Parow East

and Fairfield Estatewere drug dealing, housebreaking, pickpocketing, street robbery,
mugging, theft out of carcartheft and prostitutionln this regardhie safety measuregere

based on patrols, good communication between the police, law enforcement, security
companies such as armed responses ftued Fairfield Estate NeighbourhoodWatch

Organisation.
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3.2.3 Neighbourhood Rofile: Ravensmead

3.2.3.1 Description of setting Ravensnael

Ravensmead ia residential area located the broad framework called Ravensmedtion Area.
There are both primary schools and high schools provided for in Ravenameall as a soccer field
which has been in disuse. There is also aestdnomic section called Uitsig which comprises mainly
of flats and is known to be dangerous and crime ridBavensmead falls under the jurisdiction of

Ravensmead Police Station.

3.2.3.2 Crime Perceptions Ravensmead and Uitsig

Much of theinformationon crime in this instance wasovided by residents, second hand
shops through the checking of ID of the sellers of g@ydsthe PoliceThe hot spoté the
area werarug housegjrug turfsespecially in Uitsig. The crimes of concern for Ravensmead
and Uitsigwere dug dealingdrug turf wars business robberynpuggings, armed robbeand
prostitution. The safety measureshis regard werbased on patrols between the police and

Ravensmead neighbourhood watch organisation.

3.2.4 Neighbourhood Rofile: Cravenby

3.2.4.1 Description of setting Cravenby
Cravenby isa neighbourhood which is located partially @navenby and Ravensmead &ist It is
suburb which also provides a business hub including shopping facilities. Cravenby is also host to

schools and sporting facilities.

3.2.4.2 Crime profile: Cravenby and sector four

The information on crimgvasprovided by residents, in particullay theelderly, children and
disabled persong.here are known hotspots in the area which include thmeg housesind

the environs of the shops in the neighbourhddte crimes of concerwere drug dealing
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theft, burglaryand prostitutionThe safety measuragere in turnbased on numerous patrols
and joint operations with police and active memberghef Gime BustersNeighbourhood

WatchOrganisation

3.3 Research Method Qualitative approach

Qualitative resear ch, ac c o mdtc,emgpiricalstrategydok e , (2
answering questions about people in a particular social context. Given any person, group, or
focus for interaction, qualitative research is a means for describing and attempting to
understand the observed regularities in wpabple do, or in what they report as their

e X p e r .ilrethiccregard the studwhich wasconducted ismostclosely reflected in the

latter approach as it involved an investigation into the emergence of newdndmtterns

of solidarity, integration athcohesion in NeighbourhodlatchOrganisationsas designated.

However, offeringa different emphasis Denzin and Lincoln (2A(2) substantiated that:

AThe word qualitative iIimplies an emphasis o
meaningshat are not experimentally examined or measured (if measured at all in terms of
guantity, amount, intensity, or frequency). In this regard qualitative researchers stressed the
socially constructed nature of reality, the intimate relationship betweereskarcher and

what is studied, and the situational constraints that shageiryn Such researchers
emphasied that the nature of social inquiry was valagen and sought answers to questions

that stressed how social experience was created and givemmeani

Given the latter the researcher remained mindful that in exploring the theme of social
solidarity in neighbourhood watadrganisatios great vigilance was exercised when dealing

with the valugudgements and voices of the research participants. Howev@roviding
enumerations the research was concerned with concretising the patterns that emerged in

peoples qualitative engagements which in this study was about exploring how new and older
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forms of solidarity unfold in local communities working togetie neighbourhood watch

organisatios

3.4 Data collection

Primary data for this study was collected using qualitative interviews, which according to
Babbieand Mouton (2001:132) is nNnessentially a
establishes a general direction for the conversation and raises specific topics raised by the
respondent so. I n the case of thiaiinerviewdy, t h
shed light on the research problematic, and were accordingly sequenced along the research
objectives. Furthermore, the choice of respondents was purposive and as such even though
the researcher was mindful of representativeness in terms @érgand age group this could

not be consistently observed. All interviews were carried out and recorded personally by the
researcher and interview notes were taken during and soon after the interviews were
conducted. All data collection methods were comeldistrictly in accordance with the ethical

principlesoutlined in this chapter.

The collection of data on the field wasnductedafter the researcher had obtained approval
from the department of Anthropology and Sociology and the University of the Western Cape
SenateHigher Degres and EthicsCommittee.Data collection waslonethrough interviews

with police officers, sector manager chairpersons nd members of preselected
NeighbourhoodVatchOrganisatios. The researcheecured the cooperation and assured the
confidentiality ofthe respondent# signed interview and informed consent formike data
collection process did not yelany problems of note for the ethical conduct and nature of
participation. Ultimately, the data collection was made possible with the collaborative
support of police officers at Parow Police Statidhe data collection process as such did not

yield any poblems of note and was largely facilitated by Respondent A, basearaw
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Police Station. In addition to interviews of a structured, s&mictured and opeanded
nature the data collection process also included focus group discussion among the
respondents. Taken together wifficial policy documents and constitutions tinéerviews

and focus group discussioosnstituted the primary data of this study.

3.4.1 Interviews

In general interviewing is considered to be one of the ocwsimonly used methods in social
sciencer esear c h. Green (2005: ®wis)prouwidedt aentkthod bfa t
ganingindept h information about peopl eds bel
interviewi s a particularly effective method for
In this latter spirit the researcher conthatall the interviews with the research respondents
who belonged or were associated with selected neighioodr watchorganisatios as per

research setting above.

The interviews conducted were based arombination of opemnded, structured and semi
structured questions organised around the themes of social solidarity, integratidn
cohesion All interviews with members of the Police Service and Neighbourhood Watch
Organisatios were conducted at the Parand RavensmeaRBolice Station. And finally,
purposve sampling was used to select the responddmmwever since this was restricted to
membership andrganisatioml function the researcher was unable to allow for a spread of
representation across social categories such as amotitgers age, raceand gender.
Notwithstanding the latter, it should be noted thabderwas partially addressed by adding

Parow East as a research site wiiad a strong female presence.

A total of 24 interview were held which were evenly distributed wetirom each of the four
N WO O 6 This was based on Parow West wathotalof 15 members, Ravensmead with 21
Cravenbywith 19 and Parow East with 12.
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3.42 Unstructured or in-depth interviews

Most of the datavas generated through 4depth or unstructureduestions and answens

which respondents gave accounts of their involvement and concern for community safety and
neighbourhood security. This type of investigative technique has been extensively used in

0l i fe historyo r es e araqudstiossdavaerhecme sgnonyniobhsanvith o p e |
life history interviews. The primary objective of this type of research is that it attempts to
achieve a holistic understanding of the int
2009:27). In this regardGreen R005:54) holds that the advantage of using unstructured
interviews is that they are more likely to elicit the views and priorities of the respondents

rather than merely gathering their responses

The literature has identified that whaascritical in conducting irdepth interviewsvasthe

matter of establishing a rapport with respondents and to be empathetic. In this regard Lincoln
(2008:132) makes the following explicit, viz.,h a t it idip&ranount to establish rapport

with respondents; that is, the researcher must be able to take the role of the respondents and
attempt to see the situation from their viewpoint rather than superimpose his or her world of
academic and pr ec o s dist@abdiforemsst tlisnmethdd evas Guited Toh u
uncovering the emergent social solidarity in neighbourhood waigfanisatios as

experienced and embedded in respondents own discandgsactices

This study found the above approach particularly usafuit allowed the researcher to
capture patterns of interaction and types of interaction that were derived from the respondents
holistic understanding of community safety and their participation in neighbourhood watch
organisatios. In this vein e researcher conducted a total of 24 interviews wiiste

evenly spread across the four neighbourhood waigfanisatios of Parow West, Parow

East,Ravensmead and Cravenby.
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In depth interviews was used to interview participants in Neighbourhood Watch
Organisatios. They were askeid the main about thesocial solidaritiesinnerworkings of

the neighbourhood watch organisation especially its partnershipdeamakcratic principles.

The aimthatin-depth interviewsin particular, realised was tlegploration ofwhat (Velman

et al, 2005)d e s c r i bhtlee passnalfexperiences of the respondents hat unf ol d |

everyday lives and have a direct bearing on social solidarity in local communities

The researcher wasmilarly mindful of formatting andposing questions such a way asot

suggest responses &my of therespondents In this regardthe researcher was guided by
Abrahamson (1982: 313)sensitivity thatbAfter an appropriate salutation, a statement which

briefly describes the researcher should be presented immediately. It should be presented in
terms that the respondent will understand, and it should carefully avoid communicating to
respondent any expectatohbaut how t hey shoul dThismwasalsar t he

an important methotbr adding to théuilding of rapport and trust with the interviewees.

3.43 Semistructured interviews

The important points of note with regard to sestnuctured interview are captured by Green

(200554) and Dawson (20028). Firstly, Green (20054) noted that the advantage of semi
structured approaches is that Asi milar dat ¢
Dawson, (2009:28) recogms that this type of interview allows the researcher to establish
ispecific information which can be compared

interviews. To do this, the same questions n

However, she doesaution that the researcher also needs to be mindful of keeping the
interview flexible so that other important information may be established. This study was

able to compare and contrast forms and types of social solidarity, partnerships and working
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princples variously for the different social categories of respondents as watlrass the

four different neighbourhood watanganisatios.

3.44 Focus group

With the above mentioned shortcomings identified in preliminary meetings and in depth
interviews in mind, the researcher planned and conducted four focus groups discussions in an
effort to gather more quality data. This method was used to interview 2noesye in
Ravensmead (Males), 2 persons in Cravenby, (Females), 2 persons in Parow West (Males),
and 2 persons in Parow East (Females), respectively. In this respect, as stated by Luhn (2011),
this data collection method, also known as-fpweoson or frienship paired interviewing, is

used to reduce the discomfort felt by some in the interview situation, as well as to more space
for thinking, allowing respondents to build more comprehensive responses through their
discussions and enabling respondentstoagnt each ot her 6s stories.
in Ravensmead, Cravenby, Parow West and Parow East, where the researcher was able to
capture much richer answers from the participation in the special focus group discussion in

relation to topics raised preusly.

For the purpose of this research, preselected Group discussions were also to be conducted
with the Neighbourhood Watc®rganisatios in Cravenby, Ravensmead, Parow West and
Fairfield Estate in Parow East local communities. This method was @seftibngulation of

data arising from individuals, communities and institutions interviews. Purposive sampling
was used to select participants and the researcher ensured that age, race and gender were

adequately represented.

The studyalso noted the fdbwing that Mack (2005) poietd outto with respect to the
features that distinguish the utility of focus groups. Firstly, he noted duaisfgroups
allowed social researchers to focus on specific categories of people. Secondly, those focus
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groups are parcularly suitable for developing general theories about a specific group's inner
workings. And thirdly, for establishing to what extent these workings differ from other

groups or from the mainstream.

And finally the research also conducted intervievith respondents who preferred having a
partner in the interviews. This was accommodated under focus groups as it deviated from
oneto-one interviews and was not as extensive as a focus ghoupis regard Luhman
(2011), refers to thisthis data collectin method, fi é s twoperson or friendship paired
interviewing, [which] was used to reduce the discomfort felt by some in the interview
situation, as well as to provide more space for thinking, allowing respondents to build more
comprehensive responses tgh their discussions and enabling respondents to augment
each ot haeTh@technqtgoravédeaobe particularly useful imll the neighbourhood
organisatios as respondents took their cue from each other at times leading to extensive

dialogues ch with information.

In summary thefocus group discussions were used for comparing social solidarity for
different social categoriescross respondents andighbourhoodrganisatios. Secondly it
was for establishingthe inner workings of the fouNeighbourhoodwatch Organisatios.
And thirdly, it was for comparinghe nature of social solidarity, partnerships and principles

that emerged within and ensued from the fdaighbourhoodVatchOrganisatios.

3.5Data Presentation and Analysis

This section presestl and analysed the data that was collected in light dhtlkeconepts
of social solidarity, social integration and social cohesion N WCOR®sh of .all social
solidaritywas presented in light of twadicatorswhich were identifiecissitesof interaction

and types of interaction. There were six sitbat emerged from interviewsvhere
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respondents interacted with each other which were in turn regrouped as persg¢hahsile

public site (shopping) and institutional sites (churahosl, NWOOs and CPF meetings).

The analytical terms represented in the number of times respondents met and the types of
activities that characterised these meetings were respectively considered as the density of

i nteraction and tihteractiom Thes was idevetoped by the regearchgrpme 6 s
order to assess the forms of solidarity that entegethe levebf interpersonal relationis

sai d NWOOO6s.

In addition to social solidarity the study considered social integration which was in turn
viewed in |ight of the new partnerships that
communities and the private sector. The indicators developed and tabulated were based on
the sites where mutual interactions took place and the types of relatiorchénacterised

these mutual interaction¥hese in turn were considered in terms of their density or number

of times partnerships met out of mutual concern, and intensity in the level of formality
(formal, semiformal and informal) between partners. Arndalfly, with respect to social

cohesion the researcher considered this in light of the source of the working and governing
principles of the NWOOG6s (policies, constit

working or governing principlegCitizens Arest policy, Human Right Policy, etc.).

The Analysis of data then consisted in segmenting the data and reassembling them with the
aim of transforming the data into findingBdeije, H, and @010:94).These enabled the
researcher to measure and compheaifferent densities and intensities afcsal solidarity

soci al i ntegration and cohesion of aaNh&OO6®b s .
individual level; at the inteinstitutional of partnerships and mutual interaction; and thiatly

the sogetal in the national constitutionaprinciples of liberal democracy thabllectively

inform the practices and inneror ki ngs o The dvétad Gbfestive of which was to
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assess the extent to which NWOOOG sngeftawardst i on

liberal democratic principles from the ground up.

3.6 Validity

In conventional usage, the term validity refers to the extent to which an empirical measure
adequately reflects the real meaning of the concepts under consideration (Babbie33)998:1
Indeed this researctsough to gauge the extent to whiciNeighbourhood Watch
Organisations facilitetd the development of new formssafcial solidarity, sociahitegration

and social cohesiom this regard the researcher found that social siteshitkne, church and
school were appropriate to research on social solidarity in order to establish new affinities in
inter-personal relational, intenstitutional partnerships and societal principles and policies.
However,the researchatoescaution against placing too much stock in the role of indicators
to capturequalitative relations, but does venture to suggest that despite its limitations it does

bear on the central concepts of this study.

3.7 Limits of study

The findings of this studywere useful in the sociology of Neighbourhood Watch
Organisatios and contributetb the understanding of the concept of community safety in its
social and cultural changes due to the escalation of crime especially residential property

crime. It was a limted study with a small number of interviews conducted in the suburbs of

Parow West, Parow East, Ravensmead and Cravenby, in the Western Cape. Nevertheless, it is

an illustrative study which can shed light on the similar study.
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3.8 Ethics statement

The foramost ethical rule of social research is that it should not bring harm to research
subjects. While social researchers do not intend to hurt people, they can cause inadvertent
harm if they are not careful. If you reveal damaging information about the pgople
interview, you would have violated thethical rule (Babbie, 1998:38%imilarly, Babbie

(1999: 198) points odtindamental principles of ethical issues such as:

A. Voluntary participation

B. No harm to participant

C. Anonymity and confidentiality
D. The researcidentity

E. Analysis and reporting

F. A professional code of ethics.

In order to adhere to research ethics principles, researchers are obliged to apply the some key
values in their research, including social responsibility, meaning that researchers should be
atuned to the needs and problems of local and national communities in which they are
functioning, as well as of the international community; Justice, referring especially to the fair
treatment of the individuals or institutions concerned; Benevolence, mgetinat all parties
involved should not only be protected from harm, but efforts should also be made to ensure
their wellbeing, increase possible benefits and reduce possible harm; Respect for the
individual, meaning the duty to recognize the autonomyhefindividual, and the duty to
protect persons with reduced autonomy; the principléstedrity, quality andaccountability

should also be observed; Informed consent, meaning that participants should give informed
consent, to the extent that they amgpable; the Right of Withdrawal, guaranteeing that

respondents participate in a voluntary basis and are free to withdraw from interviews
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whenever they please; and finally, the principlemifidentiality, which refers to the fact that
the researcherisbbi ged not to share this information

permission (University of Pretoria, 1999).

This study was conducted after the research proposal had been approveddatthdigh
degree committee of the University of the Weste€Cape and the Department of
Anthropology and Sociology. Permission to conduct the research was requested from the
target community, as well as from the host institutions by means ahfimened consent

forms provided by the University. The researchektt® responsibility of ensuring that all
gathered information was treated sensitively and confidentially. Consent forms, as well as a
research information sheet and the interview guide can be found in the annexure section of
this study. The researcher @lsindertakes to submit the research findings kaedvant

bodies. Thelocumentaireattached in the Appendix.
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CHAPTER 4

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4.1 Introduction

This chaptersets out theresentation and analysis of the data collected for this siuay.

data covered the following sequence starting with a brief sketch of the different
neighbourhoods in which the four selectegighbourhood Watc®rganisatiod s WO N § s

are located. Thisva f ol | owed up with the presentation
was tabulated for racial classification, language and religious affiliation as indicators of
mechanical solidarity (likenesand resemblangeas well family details. And secondlglata

in this regard was also tabulated for occupation and education considered as indicators of

organic solidarity differenceand principles).

The core primary data that addredthe problemati@rosefrom the three research objectives

that involved theolethatNWOO6s have played in facilitatin
of new types of solidarity, integration and cohesion. This was covered by the data collected

in respectto social solidarity which is described and analysed in relation to the density
(number of contacts)f social interaction and the intensifsctivities of interactionpf the

types of interaction that have been mapped respectively and tabulated. This process was
regdicated for social integration andocial cohesion and subsequentyalysedtogetherto

addr ess t he r o brder to faugth&Glfd som iapartheidmechanical

solidarity)to liberal democracyorganic solidarity)
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4.2 NeighbourhoodWatch Organisations

The aim of this sectiors to describe theverallstructure otheorganisationThisincludes
membershipofficials, administration, policies and partnerships of preselected neighbourhood

watch organisations in Parow West, Parow East, Ravensmead and Cravenby.

4.2.1Parow West NeighbourhoodWatch Organisation

The Organisatioal structure comprises achairperson,vice chairperson,treasurer patrol
captainandexecutive members in charge of projects to enhance the social development of the
Parow WesnheighbourhoodThe overall objective of which was to creatbedterquality of

life in particular for the youth in order to ketem away of criminal activities.

This neighbourhood watch organisation woikspartnershipwith several agencies. These
included the SAPS, Law Enforcement Officers, Metrorail, Traffic Department and
Community Police Forum. What was noted was thaaeh partner plasgd arole in ensuring
residential property crime preventiomhe community safetyprocedureswere directed at
receiving feedlck given byresidentsat the suforum level of sector managers. The policies
between community police forum and neighbourhood watdganisation are basemh the

code of conduct, the constitution of commty police forum.

4.2.2 Parow East: Fairfield Estate Neighbourhood WatchOrganisation

Fairfield EstateNeighbourhoodWatch is constituted by ehairperson, avice-chairperson,
and asecretary, dreasuer, patrol leadeand a person in charge ptiblic relations FENWO
worked with partnerships that included amongst attier SAPS, Law Enforcement Officers,
and Metrorail. This involved dailycontactthe objectiveof which was tokeep therailway
station safeln addition FENWO hadmeetings with the&SAPSonce a month during which
time police officers were invited in their capacity of sector managef3ther meetings
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included those held witthe chairperson otommunity Police Forum, thechairpersn ofthe
Sub-Forum, Law Enforcement an@xecutive membersf Parow West Neighbourhood Watc

Organisation.

4.2.3 RavensmeadRavensmead\eighbourhoodWatch Organisation

The Organisatioal structure of RNMO comprised police captain chairperson, vice
chairpersontreasurersecretary anca person in charge qdublic relations The partnerships

of RNWO included the SAPS®ommunityPolice Forum, schools, churches and businesses.
Ravensmead neighbourhood watch and cri me
focused on the principle of oneness, togethermésghbourhood watch is considered as a

family where to live and consolidate the citizenship.

4.2 4 Cravenby: Crime BustersNeighbourhoodWatch Organisation (CBNWO)

The organisatioal structure ofstructureof the CBNWO comprised of ahairperson, a
secretary, a treasurer, a sector manggefice officet) and four patrol membersThe
CBNWO worked in partnerships withthe SAPS,the department of safety and security

commurity Police Forum,church, school, and busirses

4.3Respondents Personand Socal Profiles

This section descrilsthe particular details of the respondents according io biegraphical family
andsociceconomic detailsThe primary role of this data was to provide the basis for establishing the
extent of mechanical solidarity through resemblances or similarities based on racial classification, first
language and religious affiliation. Secondly, the s@@onomic data asibulated below provided the

basis for establishing patterns of organic solidarity which were in turn based on occupation and
education data. The former was pertinent for its role in integration taking place at the level of the

interdependence of the diies of labour whereas education was involved in the inculcation of
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liberakdemocratic values and a human rights ethos. Taken together it shed light on how different
generations who were born during aparthed after apartheidelate to the shift from apiheid to

democracy irthdr respectiveneighbourhood watch organisations.

4.3.1 Date of birth and no. of children
|l ncluded bel ow are the respective tables for

number of children for each respondent. Thewdison provids an overview for all four

NWOO©®b s .

Table 4.1: PWNWO-date of birth and no. of children

Respondents | Date ofBirth Number of Children
Respond. 1 1962 2
Respond. 6 1945 6
Respond. 8 1967 2
Respond. 9 1954 4
Respond. 12 1972 2
Respond13 1969 0

Table 4.2: FENWO-date of birth and no. of children

Respondents | Date of birth | Number of children
Respondent 19 1973 2
Respondent 20 1969 3
Respondent 21 1972 2
Responden??2 1969 2
Respondent 23 1965 0
Respondent 24 1970 2
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Table 4.3 RNWO-date of birth and no. of children

Respondents Date of Birth | Number of Children
Respond. 3 1966 2
Respond. 4 None None
Respond. 10 1960 2
Respond. 11 1966 0
Respond. 14 1960 2
Respond. 18 1953 2

Table 4.1: CBNWO- date of birth and no. of children

Respondents| Date of Birth| Number of Children
Respond. 2 1972 3
Respond. 5 1981 2
Respond. 7 1959 0
Respond. 15 1971 2
Respond. 16 1972 2
Respond. 17 1942 3

The abovementioned taBlshowed thatresponderst were born between 194éhd 1981
during the period ofApartheid in South Africaln the 1950s, thelatter generation was
directly affected bythe implementation of th&roup Area Act of 1950 which established

residential areas on the basisratial classification.The following decadesof the 1960s,

1970sa n d

preoccupied witltombatingpolitical violence rather than cringgrevention

1 @a88e0 rhasked bythe time within which the police force wasore

38




4.3.2 Racial Classification of Respondents

Table 45 is a racial classification breakdown based on the categories employed by the

apartheid statand as such is accepted as socially and politically constructed.

Table 45: Racial classification

Racialcategories

NWO African Coloured Indian/Asian| White Total

n | % n % n % n | % n %
PWNWO |0 |0 3 07210 0 3 | 0.72]6 1.44
FENWO [0 | O 2 0.48|0 0 4 | 096|6 1.44
RNWO |1 0.24 |5 1.20|0 0 0|0 6 1.44
CBNWO | 1 0.24|5 1.20|0 0 0|0 6 1.44
TOTAL |2 0.48] 15 3.60 | O 0 7 1168 |24 5.76

The above tableeflects that the majority (3.60%6f respondents were designated under the

coloured category whilevhites (L.68%) represented the second largest category thad

category Arican (0.48% constitutedhe smallest group. It should be noted that these figures

ar e

refl

ective

of

t

he

s el

representativef the demographic composition of said areas.

4.3.3 First Language

ecti

on

of

respondc

The Table 4 reports the first language in each areghefpreselected neighbourhood watch

organisations.
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Table 46: Respondents first language

Languages
NWO Afrikaans English | Isixhosa| Isizulu Total
N % N % [N| % | N| % N %

PWNWO 6 144 0O 0 0 0O |0 O 6 1.44
FENWO 6 144 O 0 0 0O |0 O 6 1.44
RNWO 5 120 1 | 0.24| O O |0 O 6 1.44
CBNWO 5 120 1 [ 024| O O |0| O 6 1.44
Total 22 5.28| 2 | 048] O O |0 O 24 | 5.76

The above table records a preponderanceegfondentsvhose first language is Afrdans
(5.28%), followed by English (0.48P0What is noteworthy is that both in Parow West and
Parow East the first language is Afrikaans whereas there is one first lafingigph speaker

in Ravensmead and Cravenby respectively.

4.3.4 Religious affiliation of Respondents

The Table 4 reflects the religious affiliation and where applicable church membership of

the respondents for each NWOO.
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Table 4.7: Religion

Religion
Total
NWO
Pent Metho Ang Cath NAC Islam DRC
N | %9 ([n| % |[n| %9 |n| % |[n| % |[n| % [n| % | n| %

PWNWO | 2 048 2| 0481|0240 0 O 0 /O] O [|1|024| 6| 144

FENWO | 3 0.72|1 2| 048] 0 O |1 024/0} O O] O (O O 6 | 1.44

RNWO 5 12 0] O 0 0O |0 0 1/024/0| 0 |O| O 6 | 1.44

CBNWO | 2 048/ 0| O 21048/ 1] 024/0] O 10240 O 6 | 1.44

TOTAL 12 |288| 4] 09| 3| 072 2| 0481|024/ 1|024| 1| 0.24|24|5.76

Legend:

Pentecos: Pentecostal
Metho: Methodist

Catho: Catholic

NAC:New Apostolic Church
DRC:Dutch Reformed Church

By far the largest affiliatior12) belonged to the Pentecostal Church and what is more is that
it radiated throughout thdNWO OO0 s 2% in RNWQ 12 in FENWO and &
respectively in PWNWO and CBNWQhe dominant religious affiliation is Christian and
was represented by a total of six denominations while only one respondent in Cravenby

affiliated to Islam.
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4.3.5 Education

The Table4.8 indicates the educational level of the respondentsach NWOO and is the
first of the indicators of organic solidarity though not exclusively so it has been restricted for

analytical purposes.

Table 48: Educational levels

Educational Levels

NWO | Primary S.| High S. | College| University| Total

n % N[ % |n| % | n % n| %
PWNWO| 0 0 6144/ 0| 0 | O 0 6 | 144
FENWO | O 0 6144/ 0| 0 | O 0 6 | 1.44
RNWO | 1| 0245|1200 0| O 0 6 | 1.44
CBNWO | 3| 0721|024 0| O | 2| 048] 6 | 1.44
Total 4| 096 |18 424/ 0| 0 | 2 | 048 |24|5.76

Legend:

Primary S.: Primary Schoo
High S.: High School

The Table 8 indicates that4.25% went to High Schoolwhereas 0.9% left at Rimary

school level and only 0.48%itendedJniversity.

4.3.6 Occupation

The table below recordthe distribution ofthe occupatios of the respondentand their
respect i v@velNthO@® respondents from Cravenby were not eypplat the
time of the interviews the researcher designed the table to makes allowance for this and thus

included a column to denote unemployment.
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Table 4.9 Respondents occupation

Occupatios
Police Total
NWO Lecturer Manager )
Off. Secretary| Business| unemp
n % | N| % | n| % | n % n % n | % n %
PWNWO| O 0 31072] 0 0O 0 31072010 6 1.44
FENWO | O 0 0 O | 1(024| 3 (072 2048 | 0 |0 6 1.44
RNWO 0 0 310721 0 O | 204810240 1|0 6 1.44
CBNWO| 1 |024| 1 (024| 0 O 2048 0 0 2 1048| 6 1.44
Total 1 (024 7 162 1 /024| 7 (168 | 6 | 144 2 [0.48| 24| 5.76
Legend:
Unemp: Unemployed
To: Total

The above table reflects thate s p o nodcepatior®s svere concentrated in Police Officers

and Secretaries both with 29% while business followed with 25% and unemployed and
lecturer were at the lower end with 8.5 and 4.25% respectively. It is nokswibat Police

officers were distributed across Ravensmead and Parow West with three each and Cravenby
with one. This table was particularly important as an indicator of organic solidarity

particularly since it reflected the division of labour and iterdependencies.

4.4 Social solidarity

Thefirst stepin providing the relevant data to fulfil th@imary objectivesf this research
involved havingtaken upthe concept of social solidarity as expressed at the level of inter
personal relations. This in effect was to establish the empirical basis to assess the broader

shift or combination of mechanical and organic solidarity Neighbourhood Watch
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Organisatios as specified. Thusn this regard the researcher sought data that dealt
specifically with aspects that involved the sites and types of-pretesonal relations that
ensued between individuals and families of the different \D&QTowards this end the
study first established what has been referred to as the density of social contact among
respondents or the number of times they met across given social sitesplHoes where

they met and interacted are referred to as sites of social interacéoeened necessary
however,not sufficient to address the putative shift from apartheid (mechanical soldarity
liberaldemocracy (organic solidarityyhis has 6 becomplemented by social integration and
social cohesion which follows the explorationsoicial solidarityas well aghe personal and

social profiles of the respondents and their respectidvéOND 6 s

4.4.1 Sites of social interaction and acial solidarity

The Table4.7 reflects the sites where respondenteet and interacted variousandwhich in

turn wasgleaned from the interviewand focus group discussions that were condudteelse

were respectively the home, shoppingcentre church, school, neighbourhood watch
organisation andhe community police forumin this regard the study considerpdtterns
emergent from interactions in the home as the site of persdéatbns and shopping in turn

as the public spacand places such as the school, church, d8@nd CPF meetings as the
institutional sites. The significance of each of the socidlesi for the emergence of social
solidarity in general is illustrated in references to literature and direct quotations from the

respondents where pertinentthe analysis (see 4.4.3) below

The data is presented and tabulated as folldWwsfirst column on the lefhandside ofTable
4.10 contains, the names of neighbourhood watch organisati@mged vertically starting
with PWNWO, FENWO, RNWO and ending with CBNWQOhe sites of interaction are

arranged at the top of the tabiespectivelyfrom left to right startingwith home, school,
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church NWOO andending withCPF meetings. The figuregppearing andorresponding to

NWOOG and sites of interaction represent the number of times respondents interacted over a
period of one year. Thus for PWNWO there was a density of 20 wgés the last year

invol ving soci al I nt e Mhe dast icaumronethe rightéandhsideo t her 6
providesthe totaldensity of social interactions for each social site and the total for all sites

collectively.

Table 4.10: Sites of social interactionsSocid solidarity

Personal | Public Institutional sites
NWO site site Local community Police Total

Home Shopping| Church | School NWOO | CPF
PWNWO | 20 12 17 19 21 15 104
FENWO | 29 17 20 16 26 16 124
RNWO | 32 21 28 21 24 22 148
CBNWO | 28 17 24 18 20 14 121
Total 109 67 89 74 91 67 497

109 67 321

Legend:

NWOO: Neighbourhood Watch Organisation

PWNWO: Parow West Neighbourhood Watch Organisation
FENWO: Fairfield Estate Neighbourhot®datch Organisation
RNWO: Ravensmead Neighbourhood Watch Organisation
CBNWO: Crime Busters Neighbourhood Watch Organisatiq
CPF: Community Police Forum

The discussion maps out thergity ofthe differentsites of social interactioregrouped as

person§ public and institutional sgs.
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4.4.1.1Personal site of interaction:Home

Based onTable4.10the studyrecordedthe density of ptternsof social interaction for the
different social sitess follows. The distribution of the density of social interactions in the
home for the fouNWOQOG from highest to lowestiensityis respectivelyRNWO recorded

the highest dentsi with 32 social contactger annunor a frequency ojust fewer than three
contacs per month. Of medium density was b6tBNWO with 29and CBNWO with 28

points of contact and a frequency of fewer than two and a half per month. The lowest density
of contact in the personal space of home was registerd@VYWO with 20 visitsor a
frequency which translates as just over one and a haldasnper monthin this regard the
pattern as described served as a basis to consider the contribfitjpersonalspace

interactionin relation to theublic and institutional sites

4.41.2Public site: Shopping

Shoppinggenerallymeans a place where buyers and sellers meet to exchange money against
available goodsHowever,in this study, shopping isonsidereda public social site where
respondents meet occasionally. In this regavbdat was noted from interviews is that
respondets on meeting during shoppingeet each otheandremind each othesf the dates

of the next meetings of neighbourhood watch organisaiibay also most importantly share

and exchange information amime issuesln this regard oneespondensuccinctlyreports

that:

Shopping is a place where respondents meet sometimes, greet each other and have a

quick chat between members of neighbourhood watch organisation
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In this regardRNWO hasthe highestlensity of contactvith 21 ora frequency of fewer than

two per month. This wamllowed by FENWO and CBNWOQwhich arg relatively speaking,

of mediumdensityin registering respectively 17 arfrequency just less than one and a half
times a month.The same pattern as in home aboveeicated with PWNWO registering

the lowest density of 12 social interactions at the shopping cefttiea frequency of one
contact per month In this regard the pattern as described served as a basis to consider the

contributionof public space interactian relation to thegersonal and institutional sites

4.4.1.3Institutional sites: Church, School, NWOO and CPF meetings

This section combines the four institutionstieé church and school which are based in the
local communities @ d t he NWOOOG s and CPF meetings C
institutional bases. Thus below the discussion proceeds from the patterns observed in contact

at the church and school to be followed by N

4.4.1.3.1Church and School

For social interaction athe church, RNWO is yet againthe highestdensitywith 28 contacts
equivalent to a frequency of just over two interactions per montt.shmilarly, registering a
medium density is the same pairing @8NWO (24) with a frequency of two per month
followed by FENWO @0) registering a frequency of over one and a half contacts per month.
PWNWO with (17) registeed the lowest density in social interaction at churglth a

frequency of under one and a half per month.

For social contacts at schodhe same pattern continues R®NWO (21)with the highest
densityand frequency of under two per monthile PWNWO (19)displaces FENWO to
join CBNWO (18)in occupying the band of medium densitith frequencies in the ordef o

one and a hal€ontacts per montiThe lowest density is registered IFRFENWO (16 with a
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frequency of under one and a half contacts at school per niorithis regard the pattern as
described coincides with that of the school and church in so far as this site is too the ground

for the institutionalization and formalization of social solidarity.

4.4.1.3.2NWOO & and CPFs

The density of acial interactionfor the meeting sites of NW6 and CPB s considered
together because they are both centrally concerned with the matter of community safety and
crime prevention. In this regard the pattern that unfolded was thdtighestdensity is
repregnted byFENWO (26)which is equivalent to a frequency of over two contacts per
month. This it is noted occurred ftire first timein regard to FENWO and wdsllowed in

this instanceby RNWO (24),with a frequency of two contacts per month in thedium
density band. In the lowest density baaré PWNWO (21)and CBNWO (20)both with a
frequency in the order of over two and a half contacts per mdhéhdiscussion maps out the
density of the different sites of social interaction regrouped as pé&rsouldic and

institutional sies.

The Community Police Forum meetingsgisters thaRNWO (22) retunedto having the
highest density of interactiongjth a frequency of fewer than two contacts per month. This
wasfollowed by FENWO (16) and PWNWO (15) in the middle bavith frequencies in the
order of just under one and a half contacts per maBNWO (14)registeredthe lowest
density (14) with a frequency marginally over one contact per moitie lattersimilady
occupied the lowest density band similarly in NWO meetings, whereas PWMNALO
marginally higher in the medium band and thus of similar density. In this regard the pattern

as described served as a basis to consider the contribution of the sites of the
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institutionalization or formalization of social solidarity as proportionate to the role played by

the personal and public sites of interaction

Taking an overview of the social sites as regrouped into personal, public and institutional the
following breakdown is evident in terms of their proportionate contribution to the total
density of social contacts. The densest by far involved the institutional sites of the church,
school, NWOOG6s and CPFO0s which collectively
contacts made over the last year. This is particularly significant when considered in relation

to the frequency with which these social interfaces took place per month which was a
staggering twenty six times. This bears testimony to the intensity withhwieghbour

watchOrganisatiorengage with the theme of community safety and crime prevention.

Secondly, the personal site registered 22% of the total density with a frequency averaging
nine contact point a month in their respective homes or approtynaiee a week. And
thirdly public sites accounted for 13% of social interactions equivalent to a frequency of
approximately five and a half interfaces per momththis regard, the pattern as described
served as the basis ¢stablish thaRNWO experiened the densest social interface amongst

its members across the three social sites op#reonal, public and institutionalhis was
followed by FENWO and CBNWQvith medium while the lowest relatively speaking was
PWNWOwi t h respect t o s tnHoenenting intepersohah relatiohsVadd 6

thus social solidarity at this level.

4.4.2 Types ofocialinteractions - social solidarity

The density, or number, of social interactions, was complemented by another indicator in

order to capture social solidarity of the inparsonal kind which the former merely grounds.
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This indicator in effect had to attend to the question of the qualitigeofocial interactions

taking place at the different social sites and how it was to be captured empirically. Towards
this end the study refers to the social activities amongst others such as sports, braais and
birthdays as types of social interaction,vaiying social intensityln this regard the study
considered patterns emergent from the types of interactions in relation to personal,
institutional and public sites and thtiee frequency with contact takes place is additionally

considered in light ofts varying intensity.

Taken togetherthe sites of social interactionsTgble 410) and the types of social
interactions as reflected i(iTable 411), serve as indicators intended to capture social
solidarity in terms of the density and intensity of ipensonal relations in the respective
NWOOO sThus in mapping the patterns of the density and intensity of social interaction
amongst respondents in their given NW@®&e basis was set to assess its qualitative role in
contributing to building mechanical and organic solidarity at the -peéesonal levelThe
significance of each of the types of activities for the emergence of social solidarity in general
is illustratel in references to literature and direct quotations from the respondents where

pertinent in theanalysis (see 4.4.3) below.

The first column on the left hand side of Tabl&l4contains, the names of neighbourhood
watch organisation arranged verticallgrsing with PWNWO, FENWO, RNWO and ending

with CBNWO. The types of interaction are arranged horizontally towards the top of the table
from left to right and regrouped according to whether they have occurred in personal,
institutional or public sites stanfy. Thus varying intensity or qualitative nature of the
different types of social interaction has been captured in the table in their descriptions as

braais and birthdays accordingly categorised under personal site of interaction.
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Secondly, theactivities denoted by School sport, Par@f@acher Association meetings

(PTA), school Governing Bodyneetings (G.B), NWO meetings arturch services were

placed under the institutional sites column. And lastly, greetings and exchange of information

in shopping cemés under the public site column. The figures corresponding to the
intersection of NWOOG6s and types of 1interaci
participated in designated activities over a period of one year. The last column on the right
handside provides the total number of social activities for each social site and the total for all

sites collectively. Table 41 provides for the need to generate data on the types of activities

or social practices as a way to establish the varying qualityrd@nsity of social interaction

and thus itodés bearing on the nature and forn
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Table 411: Types of social interactionssocial solidarity

Personal o _ Public Site
_ Institutional  sites
site
NWO Home School Ch Police Shogping

Total

. GS CIE
Bris | Bdy [ Sprt | PTA | G.B | Prayrs| NW | CPF

PWWO | 22 18 |12 8 10 12 8 8 12 15 125

FEWO |26 29 |14 12 12 16 12 12 17 21 171

RNWO | 16 10 |10 14 12 16 24 24 21 23 170

CBNO |18 12 |8 14 16 20 24 24 17 20 173

82 69 |44 48 50 64 68 68 67 79 639
151 342 146 639

Total

Legend:

PTA: Parents Teachers Association

G.B: Governing Body

Bdy: Birthday

NW: Neighbourhood Watch Organisation
Bris:Braais PrayrsPrayers

GS: Greetings

CIE: Crime Information Exchange

4.4.2.1Personal sitehome: Braais and birthdays

The distribution of the density of social interactions as recorddélite 4.11served as the
basis for takingup the question of the nature of the quality of social interactions. The
objective in respect of the types of interaction taken up presently was to allow for the
disaggregation of the density of social contacts into their respectivé aciégies as a way

to consider their social intensity. The breakdown of the different types of social activities for
each NWO is respeotely provided for the differensocial sites howevey regroupedunder
personal, institutional and publim addition to establish intensity of social interaction the
study adopted the frequency with which the different activities depictda@bie 4.11had

taken place over shorter periods.
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44211Br aai 6s (Barbecue)

For personal sitef homebraaisemergd as a focal activity which in this regard produced the
following pattern.FENWO registered the highest intensity of (26) interactmersannunor

a frequency of just over two visits per month. This Yadiewed by PWNWO with (22) oa
frequency of under two per month and thus sharing the higher end with the former NWOO.
The mid intensity band was registered ®GBNWO with (18) ora frequency of one and a

half visits per month and the lowest intensity was registereRWWO with (16) o a

frequency of just over one visit per month.

4.4.2.1.2Birthdays
The practice of NWOOO6s in this resanoogst i s t ¢
the generainembershiplin this regardarespondeni9from FENWO reported that:

AEach member of FENWO got the dates of bi
For birthdays, yet again FENWO registered (29a drequency of just fewer than two and a
half home birthday visits per month whichtie highest intensityelative to the distribution
amongst the three ot her PMNWDOWhs(18)hdwe visitcoraa b | y |
frequency of one and a half visits per month thus considered of medium intensity and

CBWO with (12) ora frequency of one visit a month representing the lowest intensity

Taken together the types of social interaction marketiraais and birthdayprovide an
increasing level of intensity at this level where social solidarity was being built through
fomenting interpersonal relationships. In this reg&BNWO registeredhe highest intensity

of interactiondor the personal siteith (55) ora high frequency of approximately four and a
half per month equal to around one visit per week. WBNENWO tapered off slightly
havingregistered (40) oa frequency of over threasits per month and is the middle band

The lowest intensity was recorded GBNWO with (30) ortwo and half visits per montnd
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RNWO with (26) orjust over two visits a month. This completes the picture of how the
NWOOGs are posi t itwenngedsitywiwhith theyeeagagead ih thet types of

social interaction that take place in the personal site of home

4.4.2.2Public site-shopping: exchanging information and greeting

The types of social interaction in the public spaces of shopping were characterised by
respondents meeting and exchanging information pertinent to crime prevention and
community safety and or greeting each other. In this reB&'WO registered the highest
intensity in greeting each other sttoping with (21) orjust over two and a half times a
month. This wasdilowed by FENWO and CBNWO both with (17) contacts eaod a
frequency of just fewer than one and a half per month, a relatively medium intensity.

PWNWO is the lowest with (12) @ frequency of one greeting per month during shopping.

Forcrime information exchang&€(E),a mongst the respondents in t
the highestintensity ofthese types adocial interactiorwas recorded foRNWO with (23) or

just around two per month. This was followedFENWO with (21)and CBNWO with (20)

both in order of a frequency of fewer than two per month and of medium intensity as far as
crime information exchanges were concerné&tie lowestintensity registeredwas by

PWNWO with a monthly frequency of one and a quarter or fifteen exchanges of crime

information during shopping for the last year.

4.4.2 3Institutional sites-School Church, NWOO6s and CPF meetings

In this respectTable4.11reflectsthetypes andchumber ofactivities andneetingsheld by the
respectiveNWOO G s at the di ff er e nFor bettoNWO@ land €PR e s a
meetingsRNWO and CBNWO registered the highdshsitywith a combined total for each

of (48) meetingsThis isequivalent to a frequency of four meeting month or an intensity

54



of approximately one meeting per week. This ialtfowed by FENWO with (24) omlan
average frequency of two meetings per month and as such is considered of medium intensity.
Thelowestintensity in frequency of meetings PWNWO with (16) oroughly an average of

fewer than one and a half meeting per month.

For the regroupng of institutional sitest includes theschool, whichin turnincludes (Sprt,

PTA and G.Bmeetings)andchurch, NWO and CPHneetings sites since they are regulated

by policies, codes of conduct and constitutidrtse highesintensity is recorded bBNWO

with (106) or a frequency of almost nine meetings per month or taken further to virtually
twice per week. This &as Dllowedcloselyby RNWO with (98) oma frequency with just over

eight meetings per month equating to almost two per week. The medium intensity band was
registered byFENWO with (80) omearly seven meetings per month whiie lowest in this
regard is PWNWaQapering off withonly (58) ora frequency of just under five meetings per

month.

4.4.2.3.1School(Sport, PTA and G.B)

For the type of interaction designated as school sport meetings the highest intensity is
recorded byFENWO with (14) orjust more than a frequency of one meeting a month. This
was followed byPWNWOwith (12) ora frequency of one meeting a moatihd RNWO with

(10) or a frequency of just under one meeting every a month placing both in medium
intensity. CBNWO tapers off with only8 meetingsor a frequency just averaging one meeting

every one and a third months registered the lowest intensity

For the type of interaction designated as Parent Teacher Association (PTA) meetings the
highest intensity was regiseel at RNWO and CBNWO bothwith (14) or a frequency

slightly more than once a month. This was followed closelyFBENWO with (12) ora
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frequency of one meeting a month and as such is of medium intenbityloWwest is

PWNWO with (8) ora frequency of one eeting every one and a third months.

Forthe type, School Governing Body meetinG8NWO recordedthe highest intensity with
(16) ora frequency of more than one meeting a month. Thisfellmsved by FENWO and
RNWO bothwith (12), each oa frequency obne meeting a month and as such of medium
intensity. PWNWO with (10)hasthe lowestintensity with approximately one meeting held

every month

4.42 3.2 Church

The type of soci al i nteraction that NWOOGS
involved Prayer Meetings that were directed in particular to community safety and crime
prevention. In this regard the following quotes by respondents capturestreceof these
prayer meetings:

A service prayer is organised in the hot spots to discourage the drug dealers.
Whil e the quote above is illustrative of
strategies the following quote addresses the matteyrofrwinity safety as a central issue that

reaches into and impacts on local communities religious practices

Uitsig is very dangerous. Residents in Uitsig avoid going to Church because of fear

of gangsters. ThefN\WOO} bring the church into the community

For this type ofsocial interactiondesignated as prayer meetings and held at the local
churchesCBNWO registered (20) oa frequency with the highest intensity averaging three
meetings every two months. This was followed FgNWO and RNWOboth with (16)

prayer meetings each or a medium intensity of four meetings every three maktig/®

56



with (12) ora frequency of one meeting a month registered the lowest intensity for prayer

meetings.

4.43 Sites of mutual interaction and partnershipssocialintegration

The second objectivef this studytakesup the concept of social integration at the level of
inter-institutional relation@s a wayto establish thempiricalbasisupon whichto assess the
broader shift or combination of mechanical and orgarsolidarity in liberaldemocratic
South Africa. Thusin this regard the researcher sought data that dealt specifically with
aspects that involved the sites of inestitutional relations that ensued between the four
NWOOG, institutions such as the dal schools, churches, businesses and their primary
partner the South AfricaRolice Service. Towards this end the study sought to establish the
density of institutional interaction in the number of meetings held and the particular social

siteswheresuch meetings were held.

The institutionsof h e f o u rhad\puiDedshigs armboperated with range from SAPS,
Schools (Parow West Primary and Preparatory), Churches (Pentecostal and Methodist), Local
Businesses and the CPF. Their mutual interactimhcaoperation took place mainly through
meetings which were held #te police station, churchemd local schools. In regard, to
meeting this second objective fully the researcher established the density and the frequency

of meetings held at specific &gt involving particular partnerships

This Table 412 belowr ef | ect s t he partners, sites and
SAPS met and interacted variously, in the main, in formal meetings. The sites where such

mutual interaction took place apmlice statiors, churches and local schools this regard

the study generated emergent patterns of di

frequency of meetings. The significance of the nature of partnerships in tethesdehsity
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of their mutual ing¢ractions is then gauged for their role in contributing variously to

developing particular forms of socedlidarity.

Table 412: Site of mutual interaction/partners

NWO State Private S. Local community Total
Police station Business Church School
SAPS CPFR | SAPS| H | SAPS| Church| SAPS| PWPP
Meetings| SAPS Brm school
Brm
PWNWO 20 16 15 5 10 4 12 6 88
FENWO 16 18 9 5 8 4 13 7 80
RNWO 24 16 15 8 13 6 19 6 107
CBNWO 26 21 17 10 10 6 15 7 112
Total 86 71 56 | 28| 41 20 59 26 387
157 84 146
Legend

CPF: Community Police Forum

Brm: Boadroom

PWPP:Parow West and Parow preparatory school
Private S.: Private Sector

H: Home

The discussion maps out the density of the different sitemudfial social interaction

regrouped athe state, private sector and local community.

4.43.1N WO O @md StatePartnerships

In respect to the above this sectasper Table 42 belowrecords the number of meetings
thatwereneldb et ween t he r es peSAPSamdeheCRMIGdErGhe and t he
auspices of the former. Meetings were held r

Police Station boardroom and are designated asssacting with the former.
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443.1.1SAPS Meetingsl nspector 6s Of fice

Based on Tabld.12the study established the density of patternsatualsocial interaction
i.e. meetingdor the State sectoas follows. The distribution of the density miutual social
interactionswith the SAPS for the four NW@D6 drom highest to lowesidensity is
respectively CBNWO recorded the highest densityith 26 meetingsper annumor a
frequency of justnorethan twomeetingsper month. Ofimilar highdensity wasRNNWO
with 24 meetings and a frequency of two per montAWNWO with 20meetingsand a
frequency offewer than twager monh is categorised as of medium densiyhile the lowest
density of meetingdeld withthe SAPSwas registered biFENWO with 16 meetingsr a

frequency which tranatesto just over one meetg per month.

In this regard the pattern as described served as a basis to conseeenhef the respective
NWOO6s role in effecting social i ntegrati ol
meetings held between them. And secondly to considerctibent r i buti on of
collectively as a vehicle for effecting liberal democratic social change thrimegdensity

and frequency ofiew partnerships with tH#eral democratiState

4.43.1.2 CPF meetingsSAPS Bbardroom

Based on Tablel.12 the study establishebelow the extent of mutual social interaction
bet ween N WhéState sectordthrough the density and frequency with which
meetings were held with the CPF in the Police Boardrddra.distribution of the densitypr
CPF meeting$or the four NWQ@D6 from highest to loweddensityis respectively CBNWO
recorded the highest density with theetingsper annunor a frequency of just fewer than
two meetings per onth. Of medium density waBENNWO with 18 meetings and a
frequency of fever than two per moht The lowest density of meetings was registebadh

by PWNWO and RNWOwith 16 meetings or a frequency which translates as just over one
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meeting per monthn this regard the pattern as described served as a basis to consider the

contibution of CPF mutuainteractios wi t h t lamsd thisWhe Stétes sector.

4432NWOO06 s FRriva Sectorpartnerships-Business

Thissectom ecor ds the number of meetings between
local businesses that wenespectively held at Police Stations and at the homes of the

chairpersons of the former

4.43.2.1Businessmeetings Police Stations

Based on Tabld.12the study established the density of patternsatualsocial interaction

for the differentmeetings that were held and designated as shwhdistribution of the

density of meeting$eld at Police Stationfr the four NWA@0 S f r om hi ghest t
densityis respectivelyCBNWO recorded the highest densityth 17 meetingper annunor

a frequency ofthreemeetingin two montrs (1.5 per monthMedium density was registered

both by RNWO and PWNWO with 15 meetings per annumfoegguency ofafive meetings

in four months (1.25 per monthYhe lowest density of meetiadneld with business at the

SAPSIn the boardroomwas registered bFENWO with 9 meetingsor a frequency which

translateso three meetings in four months.

4.43.2.2Business: Home

Based on Tabld.12the study established the densityd frequencyf the patterns omutual

social interactiob et ween NWOOG6s and | ocal busi nesses
the former.The distribution of the density ofieetingsn thec h a i r phomesfar théfsur

NWOOO S fr om hi g hlensityis réspectieélyo GBNW® recorded the highest

density with 10 meetingger annunor a frequency of judessthan one meetin{0.83) per

month. Of mediundensitywas RNWO with 8 meetings per annum or a frequesfchess
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than one (0.67eeting per month. The lowedénsity of meetingwas registered bpoth
FENWO and PWNWO with Sneetingsor a frequeay which translatet whatis noticeably

less tharone(0.41) meetingper month.

443.3NWOO06 s Lacal @ommunity partnershipsi Church and School

In respect to the above this sectasper Table 4.18elow records the number of meetings
that wereneldb et ween the respective NWOOG6s and
communities. These reetings were held respectively at SARfrdroomsand at dferent

schools and churches designated.

4.4.3.3.1 Church -SAPS Boardroom

Based on Tabld.12the study established the density of patternsmatualsocial interaction

chur

bet ween NWOOG6s and c¢ hur c h eThe distedutibn oithe denkity S AP S

of meetingsn the SAPSoardroomfor the four NWADO0 S f r om h i gdersiyis
respectivelyRNWO recorded the highest densityth 13 meetinggper annunor a frequency
of just more than one meeting per montWWhile medium density was registered both by
CBNWO and PWNWO with 1@neetingseachper annum or &requency of jusunder one
(0.83) meetingper month. The lowest density of meesgas registered by FENWO with

meetings or a frequency which transldatean average of undene(0.67)per month.

4.43.3.1.2 Churchmeetings

Based on Tabld.12the study established the density of patternsatiualsocial interaction
for meetings held at the churchhis distribution of the densitand frequencyf meetings
held for the four NWO® drom highest to lowest density iespectively RNWO and

CBNWO recorded the highest density with 6 meetipgs annumeachor a frequency of

under one (0.50jneeting per month. The lowest density of meeting the church was
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registered by FENWO and PWNWO with 4 meetings or a frequency which trarislatef

under one (.25) meeting per month. Taken togetiepatters as describe@stablishedhe

density and frequency of the meetings of the partnersipstween t he respecti
and churches and thus a measure of the extent of their integration into their local

communities.

443.32. 7/ | 8 OSchAdolpartnerships z SAPS Station and School
With respect to the partnerships between NWC
held both at the SAPS boardroom and at the schools themselves. The discussion starts with

former.

4.43.3.2.1 SAPSStation meeting

Based on Tablet.12 the study established the densdpd frequencyof mutual social
interactionin meetings held firstly at the SAPS Statidie distribution ofmeetings forthe
four NWOOO S f r om h i gdeersiyis respectivelydRWW@ recorded the highest
density wth respectively 19 meetingser annumor a frequency of fewer than tw@.58)
meeting per nonth. Of mediumdensitywas CBNWO with 15meetings per annum or a
frequency ofunder 2 (1.25)meeting per month. The lowest dahs of meeting was
registered byboth FENWO and PWNWO withrespectively 13and 12 meetingor a

frequency which translateés approximately one and marginally more (1.08) than one.

4.43.3.2.2 Schoomeetings

Based on Tablet.12 the study established the densdpd frequencyof mutual social
interactioni n t he density and frequency of meeti ng
respective school§he distribution oimeetingfor the four NWAD6 from highest to lowest

densityis respectively FENWO and CBNWO recorded the highest densifith 7 meetings
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eachper annumor a fequency oflessthan one(0.58) meeting per month. The lowest

density of meeting was registered by PMWO and RNWOwith 6 meetingseachor a

frequency which translates less thamone (0.5) per month.In this regardthe pattern as

described served as a basis to consider the contribafi@thool mutual interactionin

relation to the state and private sectarthis regard the pattern as descrilesthblished the
extent of integrati on iflocal boenmuniges pnehe basis & N WO

the density and frequency of their mutual interaction or meetings.

Based on Table 4.1the density and frequency of meeting, for the three designated sectors
viz,. State (SAPS. CPF), the Private Sector (neighbourhood businesses) and Local
Communities (schools, churchaske following proportionate relations are establishEae
highestdensty and frequency of the three sectors was registered by the State sect8) (SAP
which recorded 147 meeting for the last year. This is roughly equivalent to a frequency of
twelve meetings per montfThis is similarly the case with the Local Community sector
which in turn recorded 146 meetings with an equivalent frequency to the s®tztor The

density and frequency of meetings involving partnerships with the Private sector contributed
less relative to the State and Local Communities though still significant in recording 104
meetings whiclaverageout at more than eight meetings anth. Taken together the data has
provided an empirical basis to gauge the e
integrating local communities through their partnerships to the state, private sectors and to the
communities themselves. Furthermorbistbears testimony to the intensity with which
neighbourhoodvatch Organisationengage with the theme of commiynsafety and crime

prevention in their partnerships with tt#ferent sectors as designated in this study.
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4.4.4Types of working principles of mutual interaction-social cohesion

The third research objectivehich was deemed necessary to provide for the relevant data set

of this study coveredthe issue of how to establish the extent of social cohesion operating at
the | evel of | ocal communities in NWOOO6S. T
respect of the objectives of social solidarity which was translated agperswnal relations.

And secondly, the objege of establishing the extent to whithwWOO6s f uncti on a:
integrative mechanisswas in its turn expressed in the mutual partnershipsraedingghat

ensued. In order to complete the data set the extent of social cobesiioof NWOOS and

local communities to theationalformation as a whole needed to be established. This was
effectively done through generating data that mapped out patterns that emerged in relation to

t he NWOOGs r el i anc ein commuitogafkety and cripe preventioms| e s
practices These practices in turn were regulated and based ordiffeeent types of
constitutions, regulative policies and codes of conBU&fOO6s conf or med t o i

workings.

In this regard we soughtto establish thevor ki ng principles of t he
through establishing what types of constitutions, policies and codes of conduct they used. In

this regard the constitutions that were established were National, CPF and NWOO
constitutions. While he pol i ci es that were covered exte
Rights and codes of conduct applied to SAPS,
noteworthy in regard to the role of NWOOOG s
overarching prciples are derived from the National Constituti@onsidered as such this
studyusedthe types ofpolicies, codes of conduct and constituti@ssa way taonsider the

role of NWOOb6s i n entr enchiTaken togyethdr dhe ahfee d e mo
research objectives in operational form provided the empirical data to consider the primary
guestion as to whetheand the extent to whicNWOOG were a vehicle to build social
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solidarity, integration and cohesion in local communities and collectivelguthSAfrica as a

whole.The table is presented thus:

Table 413: Types ofworking principles

NWOO | Policies Constitution Codes of conduct Total
C.A H.R N.C CPF | NWOO | SAPS | NWOO | CPF
PWNWO | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8
FENWO |1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 8
RNWO 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7
CBNWO 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7
Total 2 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 30
6 12 12
Legend
n: number

NC:NationalConstitution
C.A: Citizen arrest
H.R: Human rights
CPF: community policy forum
% :percentage
CPF: community police forum
SAPS: South Africa Police Service
NWOO: neighbourhood watch organisati
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4.441NWOO0OG6 s Palicieki Citizens Arrest and Human Rights

The distribution of thef types of working principleas recorded iffable 413 serval as the
basis forestablishing the extento whi ch t he NWOOO&6s used
and code of conduct3he objective inthis respect was to disaggreg#te key policies i.e.
Ci t i Areest @&d Human Rights, constitutions as per National, CPINakN® O arsglthe
codes of conduct devolving to SAPS, CPF and the NWOO .bféekdown of the diéirent
types ofworking principles used bgach NW@ is respectiely providedas based ondble
4.10. PWNWO and FENWO recorded the highest denkayying used the full @mut of
principles covered by the three regulatory instruments in policestitutions and codes of

conduct. By contrast CBNWO and RNWO both utilize the full gamut of theh&, CPF

vari o

and r es pe c tandstitationy, \Weveverswith respecttotleelpi cy covering C

Arrest neither hade reference to it.

In this regard the pattern as describestablished @ some degree thextent of social

cohesionf ost er ed thrpugMhdi@@angment and use ovorking principles that

are guided by théberal democratic values of the National Constitution of the South African

State

4.4 5Analysis

The sectiorfollows on the description of thiensity andrequency ointerpersonal relations,

institutional partnerships and working principles with an analysis of the social composition of

the selfs a me NWOOO6 s . The objective of wdtial ¢

interactionsand principleselate to aspects ghechanical solidarityorganic solidarityand
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thus to social cohesiomhe empirical basis of the analysis is divided into three sections

covering social solidarity, social integration and social cohesion.

4.4.5.1Social solidarity

In this regardRNWO with the highest densitand CBNWO with a medium densiby social
contactin the personal site of honfeve the following social compositorB ot h  NWOO®S s
respondents aneredominantlyclassified a ¢ o | oand @mpbisé83% with17% orone
classified a African. Despite the fact that ¢hlatter figure is not representative of the
demographic breakdown of the South African population it is significant in that it represents

a break with the past patteof the Group Areas racial divisio$ Apartheid

With respect to language iR N WO dhere was one exception of an English speaking
respondentsn an otherwise dominamfrikaans languagespeakingenvironment. While
religious affiliation evidenced uniformity amongst the respondents they were distinguished
that five belongedio the Pentecost&hurchwhile one was a member of the New Apostolic
Church The high degree of uniformity suggests a strong leaning to mechanical solidarity
which is based on similarities and likenesses as in racial classifidamguoiage and religion.

What the study infers from this is that interpersonal contact in the home of the respondents is
still caught in the Group Area patterns of Apartheid in RavensraaddCravenby On a
positive note the degree or intensity of socm@htact and sociability evident in the types of
social interaction such as braais and birthdays is of a regular and frequent Thisire.
suggests that the neighbourliness among respondents as evidenced in the density and intensity
of interpersonal contacproduces strong affinities and thus contributes significantly to
building social solidarity and cohesion in local communities and neighbourhoods. In this

regardFisher (1984: 11) recognizes this potendii N Wa@rd@d &tates that:
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When neighbourhoodoes things that protect family life, encourages friendships and
neighbouring, and strengthens neighbourhood churches, shopping streets, and other
institution, the neighbourhood organisation is fostering the interrelationships of

neighbourhood people anttengthening social fabric and sense of community.

PWNWO and FENWothregistered the lowest densityr social contact and interactiam

the personal sitef the home What makes this pattern quite interesting is that the racial
composition of both NWO6s are a combination of white
evidencing a balance of 50% each whil e FENWC
white. In thisregard the low density of social interaction in the home coupled radial

diversity makes for an iteresting contrast to RNWO with the highest density and
predominantly classified coloured. There seems to be a case which could be made that
mechanical solidarity featuseelatively prominently in interpersonal contact at the level of

racial likenesses.

With respect to language there was uniformity across Ka¥O O 6 shat allnespondents in

this instancewere Afrikaans speakers while religious affiliation wasthe Christiantype

although thisvas spread across several different churches. Taken ¢ogiethay be inferred

that religious and language uniformity was unable to trump racial differences to the extent

t hat both NWOOG6s evidenced t he-petsanaleoptact. d e ns i
Compounding the complexity is FENWO whose respondents rmaembers comprise a

majority of females and thus in this instance it does not seem to have pushed in the direction

of increased social contact eitheheTl differencesand paradoxesurfaced with respect to

i nterpersonal c o with diftetent social dnd raciaNcCipQsdimasnd its

relation tothe putative shift from apartheid to democrasyattributed by Gilling (2001:384

386) to:
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These changes ... have contributed to the emergence of a society that is more plural,

individualistic, dividedunequal and insecure

4.4.5.2 Social integration partnerships and meetings

The patterns of density and frequenalyserved in the data set with regard to the social
integrative mechanism of partnerships betwee
same hallmarks as that established for social solidarity. Thus RNWO and CBNWO share the
highest density of meetingsvolving their partnerships with SAPS and the CPF. This is a
particularly interesting development as the communities of Ravensmead (Coloured Group
Area) and Cravenby (Indian Group Area) were pitted agamesiSAP. These communities

were lockedunder Apatheid to a particularly hostile and volatile relationshipth the

Apartheid Statevith no prospects of a partnership being forged given the political context.

Considered in light of the aforementioned the density of meelinrgs ween NW@OG6s an
Statesector in particulawith the SAPSaccounted for 62.5% of the total number of meetings

held including that with local community institutions and the private sector. Put differently

the SAPS currently housed within the Department of Safety and Securitgysigweferred

to as the Department of [Apartheid] Law and Order , now have close relations with local
schools, churches and local businesses all initiated through the work of Neighbourhood

WatchOrganisation

The extent of the social integration effatte by NWOOG6s may be gauged i
meetings held in the different social sites designated by the State, Local Communities and the
Private sector. N WO-CC@ B ananScleobld andyCGhurches wvdre clhselly S
matchedwith around 40% ezh or 80%o0f thetotal meetings heldTheprivate sector mdeup

the remaining 20%.n this regard the data confirms what Durikh€1964) has pointed out

viz. that in modern societigs Ther e i s a high degr e dnctoef i nt e
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|l nstitutions and wetbhomedpedhdt motdeverpeci f

regard Feming (2005: 5prgument is well borne out in practice that:

What is needed is to marry the neighbourliness and social cohesion potential of

neighbourhoodgchemes with a stnger emphasis on polig®ntact.

4.4.5.3 Social cohesierworking principles

In this regard social cohesion was considered in lighthef different types of working
principlest h at the four NWOOGsSs us dabedas theacurrere gul at
National Constitution (1996jo inform their practices. Thidea behind treating social

cohesion in this manner stems fr@arkhein® $1964 74) who held that in thé éldeals

tied to the republic and nation become powerful moral foliading people together.
Considered as such the highest densitworking principles used wagcorded by FENWO

and PWNWOQat 100% i.e. all available policy instruments (policies, constitutions and codes

of conduct).

Wh a t i's noteworthy is that firstly both NWC
formerly classified as white group areas and exclusive to said group. As such it surfaces an
interesting weightage with respect to social solidarity at the interpersaredl dnd social
integration or partnerships. Bot h NWOOG&Gs hav
densities for personal and institutional interactions but the highest in observing and using the
different policy instruments pertinent to effectingnoaunity safety and crime prevention
strategies. Secondly, FENWO has a gender split of 83% female to 17% male for their
respondents which make it fairly wunique amor

given the hazards involved in crime preventiooiWthstanding, and given the emphasis of
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the National Constitution on gender equality and affirmation FENWO with a majority of
women take on the full set of responsibilities and practices that ard blage N WOA O s .

response from FENWO is illustrative tinis regard.

There was an obligation to sign in before patrolling and to declare notdenigt.

At PWNWO where alow density was recorded they were similarly more engaged relatively
speaking with the working princige and valuesthan with interpersonal and inter
institutional relations In this regard a respondefrom PWNWO is indicative of how

Dur khei méds funct i on alandssblidaritybigds tocalocommsnttiesitoa | C O

the Republic of South Africdnrough its Iberal democratic ethos and principles

Being poor or homeless is not criminal. Suspects deserve to be searched

with respect and dignity because they are also citizens.

By contrastCBNWO and RNWO have covered seven of th@ltof eight documents or

87.5% of the complete set. In this respect relative to PWNWO and FENWO Cravenby and
Ravensmead would be categorized as of medium density in respect of its range of policy
instruments used. What is however quite noteworthy iscthaats pi t e t he f act t h:
Arrest policy did not feature explicitly in RNWO as per Table 4.10 there was clear evidence

that citizens were given due cognizance as noted by one respondent from Ravensmead.

A suspect must not be searched without hesnpssion and must not even be

brutalised by anyone. Even the police are not allowed to brutalise the suspect.

The overlap of policies and the oversight function of the Community Police Forum (CPF)
ensure that t he St at eds utipmovwereconscentioastydeinghe N:

observed as noted by another respondent.
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CPF is there to oversee if neighbourhood watch organisations structures are working

with the principles of national constitution and the constitution of CPF.

Whereas FENWO and PWNWE&eemed to place emphases on working principles RNWO

and CBNWO lean towards int@ersonal and intenstitutional relations. With respect to

social solidarity RNWO and CBNW@ereoriented to mechanical solidarity given ithieigh

degree of resemblance iveenr e s p o nracialrclas8ifecation, language and religion in
particular.However, with social interaction through partnerships with the SAPS, CPF, local
business, school and church t hseemwO®@eéned i n R
to organic solidarity in as much as we are witness to increased interdependence between
different institutions.Mo s t of al |l the partnerships acro
development which is directly attributable to the socialgrdagve role that they play and thus

an important marker of a shift in this regard from apartheid to liberal democracy.
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Chapter 5

Conclusion andResearchFindings

5.1 Introduction

The research problematic of this study foclsae community safety and social solidarity,
neighbourhood watch organisation in the role of effecting social integration and cohesion in
Parow West, Parow East, Ravensmead and Cravénhhis regardjt was noted that the
neighbourhood watch organisatios pr i mary f ocus was onoft he ce
community safetyand cr i me prevention in | ocal nei ghl
were quite effective as soci al integrative
effecting both explidiand implicit shifts from mechanical solidarity targanic solidarity

And thirdly that this study developed a data set from which the researcher was able to gauge

the shift from apartheid to a liberal democratic ethos and asdtias it emerged in said

N WO O &rkis study closes with an overview of the shifts in solidarity and with the extent to

which liberal democratic practices and principles are being firmed up and as such displacing

the social solidarities associated with apartheid.

In regard tothe building of social solidarityi n NWOOG6s the researcher
relation to the personal and social profiles of respondents to probe the extent of interpersonal
interaction. What was established in this regard was that the data yieldedgbotleduiees of

racial uniformity and relative degrees of integration. Those instances in particular
Ravensmead and Cravenby neighbourhood watgjanisatios evidenced aigh degree of
uniformity which suggests a strongdning to mechanical solidarity. This form of solidarity

in turn presupposed that which wassed on similarities and likenesses as in racial
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classification, language and religion. What the stocmlycludedrom this is that interpersonal
contact in the hoes of the respondents is still caught in tblel Group Area patterns of
Apartheid inboth Ravensmeadnd Cravenby. However, in respect of the latter it was noted
that in both CBNWO and RNWO that the racial exclusivity was broken with the addition of a

regpondent classifiedAfrican. And moreover, given the latter and the high density of

interpersonal s oci al itwas duggestve of aroonentation tavardsd N W(

an acceptance of difference and a mparmdoxicallytowards organic solidarity.

In the more integrated areas of Parow West andiBaas found that PWNWO and FENWO
were racially integrated though limited to two groups though significant in the density and
frequency of interpersonal contact and thus notable in marking a shifefpartheid to

liberal democracyAll told the extent of social solidaritye. considered in light of

interpersonal interactioin the respective neighbourhoods is hamstrung by the relatively slow
pace at which the demograpleicaracter of residential eas igproceedingConsidered as

such itis regardeda poor indicator of the movement towards a consummate liberal
democracywhich the study found wasore evidentin the partnerships and principles

NWOO©OG s .

What was of particular importance that thgtudy surfaced was the extent of
interdependencies between institutionpim r t i cul ar bet ween NWOOO6s
business and neighbourhood institutioimsthe main it was found that the densest relations
established in the data set through the number and frequency of formal meetings was that

bet ween NWOOO6s and the SAPS and the CPF.
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In summationthe extent of the reach of SAPS into local communities as evidenced in the

data orthe density and frequency of meetings held at spesitbs of mutual interactiois

veryintensive with meetings taking place at least once a wed#ct itis of such reglarity

that the study i s abl e t o as sakimegratbrnveaits NWOOO s

partnerships across the different sectors as evidenced points to a significant role indeed.

And finally,wi t h ref erence to Durkheimbés point on t
between institutionas an indicator of organic scdidty considered againgie evidence the

researcher provided in this regard bears testimony to a significant shift having taken place
under Liberal Democracy. The extent of partn
Schools, Churches and local Businessesrgtheir sheer density and frequency with which it

occurs is taken to be a sure sign disinctshift to organic solidarity at this level of social
integration And moreover that these partnerships represent the-fyqmecof the new organic

solidariies that are in the process of firming up at the iitstitutional level.

This study developed a data set to express social cohesidheinealities ofhow shared

principles of democracy applied the innerworkings of neighbourhood watcbrganisations

The means towards this end was found in the policy instruments that were used by the
NWOOO6 s whi ch i ncluded consti t utAithougls eachc odes
neighbourhood watch organisation has its own unique characteristicssamy,hihe South

African liberal democracy context is unique in that the emphasis is basacalective

identification with the National Constitution.

75



And finally with regard to social cohesion the high density of working principle and
commitment toil ber al democratic values as evidenced
is probably the clearest signal of a marked shift to organic solidarity. Taken togeéher
combination of social solidarity expressed through interpersonal intergctgmtsal

integration through mutual interaction of partnershipghe density of meetingsand social

cohesionin principles andgolicy instruments have provided the basis for gauging the extent

of shifts in social sol i dar i tlggic prbidedtthei s r e
Sociological means to conceptualise, design and to conduct this study. In this regard the
researcher closes trstudy with a reference tducker (2002:124)who best captures the
essence of Du r &ndtha fuondasnentaloobjeatd Enquiryy Thus (Ibid) the

focus of this research lies

€ in uncovering the social glue that holds societies together, and how different types
of social cohesion, or, social solidarity, originate, develop, and maintain them. These

guestions are the propsubjectmatter of sociology.
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DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT

UNIVERSITY of the
WESTERN CAPE

4 Aprid 2014

To Wiwem 1t May Concern

[ hereby certily that the Senate Research Committee of the University of the Western
Cape approved the methodology ond ethics of the following research project by:
Mr TM Mweyeleka (Anthropology 1l Seciology)

Reseaich Project: Community safety anc social solidarity: The
role of neighborhood waiches in cffecting co.ial
integration and cohesion in Parew.

Regstation pay +4/2:33

Any ernendiaents, extension or other modifications to the protocol must be subniitted to
e Efhies Committee for approval.,

The Committee must ne nformed of any serious adversz event and/or termination of the

study.
‘ [UNVERSITY OF THE WESI ERN CAPE
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Linivessity of the Woseern Cape i
Private Bag X17, Bellville 7535, South Africa A place of quality,

Tel: +27 21 959- 2948/9
Fax: +27 21959 3170

a place to grow, from hope
Website: www.uwc.ac.za to action through knowledge
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Consent Form-One-on-One Interviews University of the Western Cape

“Community safety and social solidarity: The role of neighbourhood watch Organisations in effecting
social integration and social cohesion in Cravenby, Ravensmead and Parow West”
Researcher: Mr Tshipama Mweyeleka

Please initial box

1. I confirm that | have read and understand the information sheet explaining the
aboveresearch project and | have had the opportunity to ask questions about the project.

2. lunderstand that my participation is voluntary and that | am free to withdraw at any time D
without giving any reason and without there being any negativeconsequences. In addition,
should I not wish to answer any particular question or questions, | am free to decline.
(If I wish to withdraw | may contact the lead researcher at anytime)

3.l understand my responses and personal data will be kept strictly confidential.l give
permission for members of the research team to have access to myanonymised responses.
I understand that my name will not be linked withthe research materials, and | will not be
identified or identifiable in the reports or publications that result for the research.

4. | agree for the data collected from me to be used in future research.

5. | agree for to take part in the above research project.

oo 0O

Name of Participant Date Signature
(or legal representative)

Name of person taking consent Date Signature
(If different from lead researcher)

Lead Researcher Date Signature
(To be signed and dated in presence of the participant)

Copies: All participants will receive a copy of the signed and dated version of the consent form and
information sheet for themselves. A copy of this will be filed and kept in a secure location for research
purposes only.

Researcher: Supervisor& Co: HOD:
Mr TshipamaMweyeleka Dr Lionel Thaver Professor Heike Becker
Department of Anthropology and Department of Anthropology Department of Anthropology
Sociology and Sociology and Sociology
University of the Western Cape University of the Western University of Western Cape
Modderdam Road C Modderd Road
Bellville 7535 e oae=Tioll N0

: - Modderdam Road Bellville 7535
Republic of South Africa ’ e ;
Tel: +27 21 9592336 Bellville 7535 Republic of South Africa
Fax: +27 21 9593865 Tel: + 27 21 9592336 Tel: +27 21 9592828

Fax: +27 219593865
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Consent Form — Focus Group Discussions University of the Western Cape

“Community safety and social solidarity: The role of neighbourhood watches in effecting social
integration and cohesion in Parow “

Researcher: Mr Tshipama Mweyeleka

Please initial box

1. lconfirm that | have read and understand the information sheet explaining the
above research project and | have had the opportunity to ask questions about the project.

2. lunderstand that my participation is voluntary and that | am free to withdraw at any time 1
without giving any reason and without there being any negative consequences. In addition, 1.
should | not wish to answer any particular question or questions, | am free to decline.

(If I wish to withdraw | may contact the lead research at anytime)
R

3. lunderstand my responses and personal data will be kept strictly confidential. | give L.
permission for members of the research team to have access to my anonymised responses.

I understand that my name will not be linked with the research materials, and | will not be
identified or identifiable in the reports or publications that result for the research.

4. As a participant of the discussion, | will not discuss or divulge information shared by others ...}
in the group or the researcher outside of this group.

5. lagree for the data collected from me to be used in future research. S

6. |agree for to take part in the above research project.

Name of Participant Date Signature
(or legal representative)

Name of person taking consent Date Signature
(If different from lead researcher)

Lead Researcher Date Signature
(To be signed and dated in presence of the participant)

Copies: All participants will receive a copy of the signed and dated version of the consent form and
information sheet for themselves. A copy of this will be filed and kept in a secure location for research
purposes only.

Researcher: Supervisor & Co: HOD:
Mr Tshipama Mweyeleka Dr Lionel Thaver Professor Heike Becker
Department of Anthropology Department of Anthropology Department of Anthropology
and Sociology and Sociology and Sociology
kjﬂg'(;’g; ?g;;f;hoe \éveStem Caps University of the Western University of Western Cape
Bellville 7535 a Cape Modderdam Road
Republic of South Africa Modderdam Road Bellville 7535 .
Tel: +27 21 9592336 Bellville 7535 Republic of South Africa
Fax: +27 21 9593865 Tel: + 27 21 9592336 Tel: +27 21 9592828

Fax: +27 219593865
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UNIVERSITY OF THE WESTERN CAPE

Private Bag X 17, Bellville 7535, South Africa

Tel: +27 21-959, Fax: 27 21-959
E-mail:

Researcher Name: Tshipama Mweyeleka
University of the Western Cape

Email: Tmweyeleka@gmail.com

Tel: 0781384756

RESEARCH INFORMATION SHEET

Research title: Community safety and social solidarity: The role of neighbourhood watch

organisations in effecting social integration and cohesion in Cravenby, Ravensmead and Parow West

My name is Tshipama Mweyeleka, Student number 3105545 and I am a researcher currently in the
process of completing my Masters course in Sociology at the University of the Western Cape
(UWCQ), In Cape Town. This is a research project being conducted by myself in partial fulfilment of
the abovementioned degree in the Department of Anthropology/Sociology at the University of the

Western Cape.

Aim of the study: This research seeks to examine the new forms of social solidarity born in the
working structure of neighbourhood watches. Thus, the said research examines to what extent these
social solidarities result in social integration and cohesion to build the united South Africa based on
liberal democracy. Finally, the research is interested in the transformation of Apartheid South Africa

characteristic of resemblance to a democratic society, thus Post-Apartheid.

Study outcomes and benefits: The findings of this study could be the better understanding of
neighbourhood watches as function of community safety. Neighbourhood watches play the role of
integration as they bring about cohesion when they extend their circle of social network to regional
and national levels. This research is an opportunity of the better understanding of the same vision

which prevails in the identification of South Africa as a rainbow nation. The quality and quantity of
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contact between police and the citizens express the means of practices of liberal democracy. Hence,
the study will make understand citizens, police, criminal justice and other institutions that they get

involved deeply in the process of democratization of human rights.

Your participation: You should be aware that you may find it uncomfortable to share information
about your living situation or your income. If this is the case, you have the liberty to not answer such
questions. Also, your participation in this research is completely voluntary. You may choose not to
take part at all. If you decide to participate in this research, you may stop participating at any time. If
you decide not to participate in this study or if you stop participating at any time, you will not be

penalized in any way. These are no legal laws binding you to this research.

Research Ethics: The researcher will do his best to keep your personal information confidential. To
help protect your confidentiality, your name will be kept anonymous and what you share will be
confidential. This will also be stated before each interview with each participant. Furthermore, the
data will be kept in documents which are password protected. A consent form to be signed by the
participants will be provided by the researcher detailing these aspects and reassuring the researcher’s

commitment to protect participant’s interests.

Questions about the study: If you have questions or concerns during the time of your participation
in this study, or after its completion; or if you would like to receive a copy of the final aggregate

results of this study, please contact:

Researcher: Tshipama Mweyeleka Supervisor: Dr Lionel Thaver
Email: Tmweyeleka@gmail.com Email: Ithaver@uwc.ac.za
Tel: 0781384756 Tel: 0219592832
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SR1

UNIVERSITY of the WESTERN CAPE

DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT

R X 5

UWC RESEARCH PROJECT REGISTRATION AND ETHICS CLEARANCE
APPLICATION FORM

This application will be considered by UWC Faculty Board Research and Ethics Committees,
then by the UWC Senate Research Committee [SR]. SR may also consult outsiders on ethics
questions, or consult the UWC ethics subcommittees, before registration of the project and
clearance of the ethics. No project should proceed before project registration and ethical
clearance has been granted.

A. PARTICULARS OF INDIVIDUAL APPLICANT

NAME: Tshipama TITLE: Mr

DEPARTMENT:  Anthropology/Sociology FACULTY: ARTS

FIELD OF STUDY: Sociology

ARE YOU:

A member of UWC academic staff? Yes [ No X
A member of UWC support staff? Yes [ No |
A registered UWC student? Yes [X No

From outside UWC, wishing to research at or with UWC? Yees O No X

B. PARTICULARS OF PROJECT

PROJECT NUMBER: TO BE ALLOCATED BY SENATE RESEARCH COMMITTEE:

EXPECTED COMPLETION DATE: 15 November 2014

PROJECT TITLE: Community safety and social solidarity: The role of Neighbourhood Watch Organizations in
effecting social integration and cohesion in Cravenby, Ravensmead and Parow West.

THREE KEY WORDS DESCRIBING PROJECT: Community Safety, Neighbourhood Watch Organizations, Social
Solidarity.
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PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT:
M-DEGREE: X : ! D-DEGREE: - i

POST GRADUATE RESEARCH:

C. PARTICULARS REGARDING PARTICULAR RESEARCHERS

FAMILY NAME: INITTALS: TITLE:

PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER:  Tshipama ™M Mr

OTHER RESEARCH PROJECT LEADERS:

OTHER CO-RESEARCHERS:

| THESIS: STUDENT RESEARCHER: Tshipama Mweyeleka

THESIS: SUPERVISOR: Dr. Lionel Thaver

Abstract

The aim of the proposed research is to explore and to examine the new forms of social relations at
the individual, interpersonal, community and institutional levels that have emerged in the social
organisation of Neighbourhood Watch Organisations in Cravenby, Ravensmead and Parow West,
in the Western Cape. The objective of this research is to understand how social solidarities
generated through participation in Neighbourhood Watch Organisations and institutional
partnerships influence and foster the development of social solidarity, social integration and social
cohesion of local communities and a new sense of nationhood.

Towards the above end this proposed research intends to make use of a functionalist perspective
based on Durkheim’s concepts of social solidarity, social integration and social cohesion. These
functionalist concepts are to be used to identify and to examine the new forms of social
cooperation and associations that emerge in the context of local neighbourhoods, neighbourliness
and formally in Neighbourhood Watch Organizations and partnerships engaged in residential
property crime prevention measures..

The research design which is employed to probe social solidarities in the social world makes use
of qualitative research methodologies to provide the basis for gauging how relatively segregated
(Ravensmead, Cravenby) vis-a-vis relatively desegregated (Parow West) local communities
engender social solidarities and engage the principles of liberal-democracy and a human rights
culture in their Neighbourhood Watch Organisations and partnerships. The empirical data will be
collected from in-depth and semi-structured interviews of individuals, as well as focus group
discussions, all belonging either to Neighbourhood Watch Organisations or related institutions
involved in residential property crime prevention, such as the Police Service, or both. Data
collected will be categorised and analysed in relation to the stated functionalist concepts.

And finally the data will be interpreted within a Durkheimean framework of social solidarity to
reflect on the extent to which the idea of a new South African nationhood can be seen to be an
emerging reality from the ground up. This is sought in how the designated local communities |
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engage the social challenges of residential property crime, in particular, and the political challenge
of nationhood, democracy and human rights in their working principles and partnerships.

C. GENERAL INFORMATION

STUDY LEAVE TO BE TAKEN DURING PROECT (days):

IS IT INTENDED THAT THE OUTCOME WILL BE SUBMITTED FOR PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATION?
YES [] NO

COMMENTS: DEPARTMENTAL CHAIRPERSON:

SIGNATURE OF THESIS STUDENT RESEARCHER ~ WHERE APPROPRIATE:
DATE:

SIGNATURE OF THESIS SUPERVISOR — WHERE APPROPRIATE:
DATE

SIGNATURE OF PRINCIPAL RESEARCHER — WHERE APROPRIATE:
DATE:

SIGNATURE OF DEPARTMENTAL CHAIRPERSON:

DATE:

NOTE: THESE SIGNATURES IMPLY AN UNDERTAKING BY THE RESEARCHERS, TO CONDUCT THE
RESEARCH ETHICALLY, AND AN UNDERTAKING BY THE THESIS SUPERVISOR (WHERE
APPROPRIATE), AND THE DEPARTMENTAL CHAIRPERSON, TO MAINTAIN A RESPONSIBLE
OVERSIGHT OVER THE ETHICAL CONDUCT OF THE RESEARCH.
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D. DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT AND RESEARCH ETHICS STATEMENT
Research probiematic "
The proposed research is situated in the current context of South Africa which is characterised not
only by intensive political change but also escalating levels of crime. This research secks to
investigate how the collective organisation of local communities combating residential property

crime through social cooperation in Neighbourhood Watch Organisations enable and foster social

solidarity, integration and cohesion.

With respect to social solidarity the research seeks to examine the different forms of cooperation and
association that emerge between individuals, families and friends in direct bearing to work in
Neighbourhood Watch Organisation, and the kinds of affinities that are established. The second level
involved in the formulation of the research problem deals with the partnerships that have emerged
between Neighbourhood Watch Organizations and inter alia the Police, Police Forums, Churches,
Schools, Businessmen, Security Company and so forth. These are to be considered in the light of
their functioning as social mechanisms that make for the increased integration of local communities.
And thirdly, this proposed research seeks to explore the extent of social cohesion that is integration
at the level of nationhood in the fit between the norms and values extant in Neighbourhood Watches

and that of the national constitution and its human rights culture.

In summation, the primary research problem is therefore to establish the extent to which new forms
of social solidarity (new affinities), social integration (new partnerships) and cohesion (new norms,
values) , are emergent in neighbourhood watch organizations, and are or not promoting a democratic

ethos and human rights culture, in a multicultural vision of South Africa.

Ajms and objectives
This research aims to explore the extent of social solidarity, social integration and social cohesion as

it unfolds in Neighbourhood Watch Organizations on the basis of the following:

e To investigate the new forms of social solidarity that emerge in relations of cooperation and
association amongst individuals and families in neighbourhood watches together with the

affinities they engender.

e To examine the new forms of partnerships that have emerged between Neighbourhood Watch
Organisations and a range of institutions (State to Civil Society) in light of its function as
mechanism of social integration of local communities to each other and wider social

relations.

e To reflect on the nature of the social cohesion of local communities involved in designated
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