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Research consent form

I, the participant, of my free will, enter into participation in this research study with the
understanding of the following:

The nature of the research

The researcher, Ms Thabisile Nkambule, from the University of the Western Cape in
Women'’s and Gender Studies, is conducting the research.

The research forms part of the requirement for Ms Nkambule’s PhD degree, under the
supervision of Professor Tamara Shefer at the University of the Western Cape.

My rights as a participant

| have not been forced, coerced or deceived into participation in this study in any manner
whatsoever.

| have the right to decline participation and to terminate my participation in this study at
any point in the research process.

I will remain anonymous and my name and identity will be kept from public knowledge.
Any information | reveal during the course of this study shall remain confidential, and shall
only be used for the purposes of this research and for publication in Ms Nkambule’s
dissertation, and relevant or appropriate publications.

| grant permission for any information | reveal during the interview process to be taped,
with the understanding that the tapes and the data contained therein, will remain in the
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possession of the interviewer, Ms Nkambule, and will not be released for public
consumption.

Lt (full names of participant) hereby
confirm that | understand the contents of this document and the nature of the research project,

and | consent to participating in the research project.

SIGNATURE OF PARTICIPANT DATE
Signature of Interviewer Signature of Supervisor
Thabisile Nkambule Professor Tamara Shefer

(073) 4935098 (021) 959 2234
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Soccer’s stakeholder’s perceptions and experiences of gender equity practices in soccer at four
Western Cape universities in South Africa.

This research project investigates soccer stakeholders’ perceptions and experiences of gender equity
practices in soccer at Western Cape universities in South Africa. The study furthermore intends to
interrogate the role of university in promoting gender equity in soccer. The following are the key
research gquestions that the research hopes to answer:

o What are soccer stakeholders’ conception(s) and understanding(s) of gender equity?

¢ Do the universities have gender equity policies and interventions in soccer, if so what do
these include?

e How is gender equity practiced in soccer at four Western Cape Universities?

o What role do the universities reportedly play in promoting gender equity practises in soccer?

o What are women soccer players’ experiences in soccer at their universities with respect to
gender inequities in particular?

e Why does gender inequity in soccer persist despite government attempts to address it?

The study will include individual interviews and focus groups interviews in which six female and male
soccer players will hold a discussion on the topic. The focus group interviews will include soccer
players of mixed gender, unless you feel uncomfortable being interviewed in a mixed gender group.
The focus group interviews will last for approximately one hour and will take place in either a sport
club or soccer club on campus. The focus groups will be run in English as the study focuses on
students at university level.

Participation in the individual interview and focus group interviews is totally voluntary, and you should
only do so if you fully understand the aims of the research and would like to participate in this
research. You will also have the right to withdraw from the individual interview and/or focus group or
from the research project at any stage. Inevitably, there is a risk in focus groups that confidentiality
and anonymity may be broken by other participants. All participants are thus asked to commit
themselves to confidentiality and anonymity to avoid such a situation. You will be required to sign a
consent form and a confidentiality form at the beginning of the group that will protect you and others in
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the group and inform you of your rights as a research participant. My goal is that you will benefit from
hearing what others have to say on the issue, and | endeavour to ensure that no harm is done to any
who participate in the research process. | am looking forward to having you participate in the group if
you so decide.

Contact details: Thabisile Nkambule: Thabisile.nkambule@gmail.com

Cell phone: 0734935098
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Confidentiality Commitment Form

| understand that some of the issues discussed in the focus groups which | am to participate
in may be of a sensitive nature and/or involve personal experiences of other group members
or their families and friends. The research is not focusing on personal experiences and the
facilitator will attempt to steer the group away from personal disclosures, but there is a
possibility that this may happen anyway. | would like you as a participant of the group to
commit yourself to absolute confidentiality of whatever is discussed in this group.

I commit myself to keeping all discussions that we have in the focus group confidential and
will not divulge any details of any persons here or any persons they may mention to anyone
outside of this group:

Signature: ...
Place: ..o

Facilitator/s: .......oooei i,
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Date:

The Sports Director

University of the Western Cape Stadium
Private Bag X17

Bellville

7535

Dear Sir/Madam

REQUEST FOR AUTHORITY AND CONSENT TO RESEARCH MEN AND WOMEN
SOCCER PLAYERS AND SOCCER ADMINISTRATORS IN YOUR INSTITUTION

My name is Thabisile Nkambule, currently pursuing doctoral studies in Women’s and Gender
Studies at the University of the Western Cape. My programme requires that | conduct a
research and my area of specialization is Gender and Sports. | am requesting your authority
and consent to conduct a research in your institution. My study is “Soccer stakeholders’
perceptions and experiences of gender equity practices in soccer at four Western
Cape Universities in South Africa”. The study furthermore intends to interrogate the role
of university in promoting gender equity in soccer.

The patrticipation of all soccer stakeholders is voluntary and they may withdraw without any
disadvantage to them, if it becomes impossible to continue with the study. Participation will
take the form of individual interviews, focus groups interviews, and a review of a sport or
soccer document or policy. There will be one individual and focus groups interviews, unless
a need arise to do a follow-up in an interview. Individual and focus groups interviews will not
take more than an hour. The dates and times for interviews will be negotiated with the
participants.
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With their permission, | will record the interviews to help me remember what they said. | will
summarise them and return to participants to confirm the accuracy of the interviews. | will
turn off the tape at any time they ask me to and they may also choose not to answer
guestions at any time. All the interviews will be kept confidential from other people and will
be destroyed when the study is fully completed. | will make up pseudonyms and no other
identifying information about the participants will be written to remain anonymous. Findings
will be reported and disseminated in cumulative terms, unless otherwise with their written
permission.

You may contact me with any questions or additional comments during their participation
and at any time after the study is complete on above address or you can contact my
supervisor:

Prof Tammy Shefer

Women and Gender Studies Programme
Faculty of Arts

University of the Western Cape

Private Bag X17

Bellville 7535

South Africa

Tel +27 (0) 21 959 2234

Cell +27 (0) 822023570

| thank you in advance for your assistance
Yours sincerely
Thabisile Nkambule (Ms)

To be completed by the Sports Director/Administrator/Manager:

ettt bt —e ettt e —e———e—a—t—ae—eaeae et te et aeereee et et ae et taeeteaataaaaaataaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaas hereby confirm
that | understand the contents of this document and the nature of the research, and | give
authority and consent for soccer players and soccer administrator to participate in this
research. | understand that participation is voluntary and they are at liberty to withdraw from
the study at any time, should they so desire.

Signature of Participant Date
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APPENDIX E

Dear Sir/Madam

My name is Ms Thabisile Nkambule currently enrolled for a PhD degree in Women’s
and Gender Studies Department at the University of the Western Cape. The title of
the study is: Soccer stakeholders’ perceptions and experiences of gender equity
practices in soccer at four Western Cape universities in South Africa.

| am requesting access to your university to engage with soccer players in the soccer
fields and residences to conduct a research from April 2011. Please find attached all
relevant information to help you better understand what the study is all about as well
as the type of assistance | will be requiring from you. These forms serves as
examples of the hard copies | will come with during the visit in the institution signed
by my Supervisor. The collected data will be used strictly for study and Conference
presentations.

Please feel free to contact me using the Wits email address, as | am currently
employed in the institution, should there be anything you wish to ask regarding the
study. Your participation will be greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance and
looking forward to your favourable response.

Yours Sincerely

Ms Thabisile Nkambule (student number: 2873271)
073 493 5098

(011) 717 3049

Email: Thabisile.nkambule@gmail.com
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APPENDIX F

INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

SOCCER PLAYERS

. Please tell me about yourself
¢ In which Province are you from?

e Your school background

2. Can you tell me how you came to be a soccer player?

3. When you think of your soccer experiences, what stands out in your mind?

. What impact did playing soccer have in your life?

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

. What is your general understanding of gender equity? i.e. the meaning of
gender equity.
. With this understanding in mind, would you say gender equity is practiced in

soccer in your University?

3. How is it practiced (if yes); What do you think are the challenges (if no)?

4. What are your experiences (if any) of gender (in)equity practice(s) in soccer in

your university?

. Do you know of an existing gender equity policy in soccer in your university?

6. What role do you think the university can play in promoting gender equity in

soccer?

. What role can you play in ensuring that gender equity is practiced in soccer?
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APPENDIX G

SPORTS ADMINISTRATORS’ INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

. Tell me about yourself:

¢ In which Province are you from?

e Could you please talk briefly about your soccer background

2. With these experiences in mind, which experience(s) stands out for you?

. How did you come to work in this institution as a sport administrator in

soccer?

. What are some of the duties of the soccer administrator?

RESEARCH QUESTIONS

. What is your understanding of gender equity? i.e. the meaning of gender
equity.
. The Amendment of Act 110 of 1988 (in 2006) talks of policies for the

promotion of [gender] equity, representivity and redress in sport. Is gender

equity promoted in soccer in your University? If yes How and if not Why not?

3. To what extent is gender equity practiced in soccer in this university?
4. Do you have a gender equity policy in sport and soccer in your institution?
5. What challenges, if any, of gender equity practices have you identified in

soccer in your university?

. In your opinion, do soccer players know of the existing, if any, gender equity

policy in soccer in this institution?
. Based on your experiences, what could be done to improve gender equity

practices in soccer in your institution?
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APPENDIX H

FOCUS GROUP INTERVIEW QUESTONS

Let us briefly talk about your understanding of gender equity. What does it
mean in general?

Now, in soccer, what does gender equity mean?

What role, if any, does gender equity play in soccer?

How does your University promote gender equity in soccer?

Based on your experiences as players, how has men and women soccer
been treated in your University?

What are the causes of different treatments, if any, between the two genders?
Depending on the response.

What challenges have you identified as influencing gender (in)equity
promotion in soccer in this university?

Have you been informed by the University about the gender equity policy in
sport and soccer?

What do you think could be done to improve gender equity practices in soccer

in your university?
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