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Letter requesting to access data on land disputes 

 

 

 

 

04 January 2011 

Mr. Adonyo Henry   

Chief Registrar 

Courts of Judicature  

Kampala, Uganda. 

 

Dear Sir, 

REQUEST TO ACCESS INFORMATION ON LAND DISPUTES 

I am Eria Serwajja, a doctoral student at the Institute for Social Development, School of 

Government University of the Western Cape South Africa. I am currently undertaking fieldwork 

research in the northern part of Uganda under the working title “Examining the land question in 

resettlement: A case of post-conflict northern Uganda” for a period of six months.  The 

information which I seek to access relates to court cases involving disputes over land which were 

reported to the High Court and the Magistrates Court in Northern Uganda during the last five 

years.  

The purpose of this letter therefore is request for permission to access the records in the court 

registries in Northern Uganda. I will ensure that the information is used purely for academic 

purposes and I will follow the cannons of good research practice by ensuring confidentiality and 

anonymity.   

Your positive consideration will be highly appreciated.  

Yours sincerely  

 

Eria Serwajja 

PhD Student  

School of Government 

University of the Western Cape, South Africa 

Tel: 0702262448 

Email: eserwajja@gmail.com, eserwajja@yahoo.com 

SCHOOL OF GOVERNMENT 

University of the Western Cape  
Private Bag X17, Belvi l le, 7535, South Afr ica  

Tel: +27 (0) 21 959 3845 
Fax: +27 (0) 21 959 3826 
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The Game (Preservation and Control) (Abolition of Game Reserves) Instrument, 1972 
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Interview guide for the local community   

1. Introduction and presentation of objectives of the research.  

2. Name of the local area/Local council one area. 

3. Rooted land tenure and settlement histories of the local communities. 

4. Process of displacement and return to the pre-conflict land.  

5. Brainstorming on land grabbing issues in the household/local community.   

6. Identification of companies /organisations / individuals acquiring the land in their area.  

7. The processes adopted while acquiring the land.  

8. Gendered perspectives in land grabbing.  

9. Acreage of land involved.  

10. Community engagement in land acquisition processes. 

11. The role of the Ugandan government and local governments in land grabbing processes.   

12. A question as to whether the project/enterprise is a development opportunity in the local 

communities of Amuru district.   

13. The social, economic and political consequences of land acquisition in the project.  

14. Resistance mechanisms that have been adopted by the local communities and the gender 

tailored approaches to resistance.  

15. Available documentation related to the land in question. 

16. Follow up on new issues emerging from the interview session. 

17. Debriefing.  

Interview guide for community leaders   

1. Introduction and presentation of objectives of the research. 

2. Land tenure histories of northern Uganda.  

3. Processes of displacement and return.  

4. Land grabbing during and after displacement.  

5. Categories of people involved in land grabbing.   

6. The role of the state and elites within in fostering land grabbing. 

7. Development narratives/justifications of land allocations by the Ugandan state.   

8. Costs / consequences of land grabbing and investment on the local political economy.  

9. Steps taken by the state to reduce/stop land grabbing. 
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10. Restitution and compensation initiatives by the government of Uganda.  

11. The resistance mechanisms that have been adopted by local leaders to discourage and 

stop land grabbing. 

12. Approaches adopted to block and resist land grabbing.  

13. New issues emerging from the interview session.  

14. Request for secondary data and documentation.  

15. Debriefing.  

Interview guide for investors  

1. Introduction and presentation of objectives of the research.  

2. Name of the investor and company. 

3. Country of origin of the directors.   

4. Type of ownership, local or foreign.   

5. Location of headquarters of the company/organisation 

6. District and area/location of operation in Uganda. 

7. Motivation to invest in Uganda.  

8. Investments in other countries other than Uganda.  

9. Length of investment in Uganda.  

10. The acreage of land involved.  

11. The processes land identification in Uganda. 

12. The procedure of land acquisition in Uganda. 

13. Purpose for which the land was acquired and its current utilisation.  

14. Who made the first contact, the government or investor?  

15. Local partners in Uganda.  

16. Community engagement in the projects/investments.  

17. Investment experience in Uganda.  

18. Sources of finance.  

19. Benefits to the local communities.  

20. Costs of the project/investment to the local communities.  

21. Current and future expansion plans for the project/investment. 

22. Land grabbing issues raised by the local communities about the company/enterprise.   
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23. Documentation relating to the land in question.  

24. Debriefing.  

 

 

 

 

 




