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Abstract

Forms of student resistance for social change have challenged and shaped the political customs
of South Africa for decades. This was shown in the recent 2015/16 student uprisings in tertiary
institutions that brought the public to a standstill and provided immediate debate on the future of
education in an unequal society left by the Apartheid regime. As such, the protests challenged
the social inequalities that poor students encounter consistently, referencing previous encounters
with colonial propaganda like the BCM agenda in the 1970s, which became an analytical
discourse between activists, management and the state respectively, with mainstream media a
source that generates public debate. As a result, it often ignores archival sources that provide an
opportunity to proclaim a different lens to student protestation in context, and its value to student
resistance in its entirety. The mini dissertation seeks to understand and outline the importance of
archival sources as sites of exploring student resistance history in South Africa. Furthermore, it
serves to suggest and highlight the importance of historical sources underutilized by the wider
public discourse and mainstream media. It also provides clarification on the discourse using
popular archival sources in South Africa today such as the South African History Online (a
widely recommended archive) and the Publica[c]tion archive (2017) respectively to cover and
unpack the activist nature of students against the state in different eras. This includes contextual
situations, similarities and differences of different student movements within the broader scope
of challenging colonial propaganda. Nonetheless, the investigation, through its exploration on
two different eras of student mobilization, takes on the approach of exploring underutilized or
silent historical accounts rarely spoken by academics, and thus, shedding light on its history to
illustrate the involvement, nature and impact of student resistance in the social and political
landscape of South Africa.
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Introduction

A decade ago, the 2015/16 student resistance campaign re-emerged and rocked South Africa as
educational operations at tertiary level came to a dramatic halt. It initially began at the University
of Cape Town on 9thMarch 2015 when the #RhodesMustFall movement under the actions of
Chumani Maxwele, demonstrated displeasure against social issues such as racism,
marginalization, and financial difficulties with Rhodes’ statue seen as the target for the above-
mentioned challenges black students experienced daily. The success of the statue’s demise,
which has largely been under the mobilization of student bodies through digital activism on
platforms like Twitter (currently known as X), carried momentum to the issue of fee hikes that
financially distanced poor students from studying in the top universities like the University of the
Witwatersrand, and eventually developed into a movement called #FeesMustFall in late
September that same year, with additional focus on outsourcing of workers. Although narrations
on the event carried similar overviews and became an international topic of discussion thanks to
mainstream media, the problem is that mainstream media outlets and renowned figures within
the educational field in South Africa have become the top source of information by the public to
understand the context for student frustration at the time. It does not outwardly diminish the
importance of academic publications within the traditional spectrum because discourse requires a
balanced outlook to contextualize historic events (specifically on student-related discourse) but
reliance on the viewpoints of political and controversial figures within the field undermines the
voices of local scholars that provides a different outlook to the discourse ignored by the
academic community. Activist archives have always been a shining light for local scholars in
social disciplines and contextually challenged the dominant media discourse weaponized to
disperse elements of student activism in public spaces. Furthermore, it enhances the fight for
social justice in a democratic nation which cements archives as a “treasure chest” for local
activist students.
For this dissertation, we look at two archival projects as basis to uncover the nature of student
resistance in South Africa in respective eras. The South African History Online archival site,
produced in 1998, will be used to explore the nature of student protests in South Africa in the 2nd
chapter of the essay, but with an emphasis in greater Cape Town during the period of Soweto
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1 Ghamedze, Asher & Naidoo, Leigh-Ann. Chapter 11: The mustfall movements and Publica[c]tion Reflections oncollective knowledge production in South Africa in “The University and Social Justice: Struggles Across the Globe”London. Pluto Press. 2020. 17

1976 to highlight the discourse in Cape Town that is often not spoken about in media or public
discourse. This will be followed by works of the Publica[c]tion activist archive, created in
August 2017 by #RhodesMustFall activist and intellectuals in Dr. Leigh-Ann Naidoo (historian
and educationalist) and Asher Ghamedze (musician and cultural worker) which has become a
key representative factor to unpack the nature of contemporary student activism in South Africa
in the final chapter. As addressed by Naidoo during the review of the archive in 2020 (and 2
years later at the Revolutionary Papers Conference in 2022 at Salt River, Cape Town) the
creation of the archive in 2017 sought to challenge the dominant mainstream media outlets by
placing the spotlight on local silent voices through the promotion of knowledge production.1 This
later inspired the development of new projects to unfold in the 2020s, with the concept
“Photovoice” used by Professor Thierry Luescher, to illuminate the voices of student frustration
through imagery (2022). In the light of the contribution which the archive brought to South
African resistance history, the archive will also be connected to other disciplines that affects our
insight on student activism, allowing us to reflect and acknowledge the importance of youth in
the political landscape of our nation. The thesis will also investigate the contributions of student
activism in historic detail through the archival lens as such largely underrated student uprisings
in Cape Town after Soweto in 1976, followed by the mass student movements in 2015/16that re-
shaped the dialogue on education and social justice.
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2 Desai, Rehad. #EverythingMustFall - FeesMustFall documentary. 2018https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tul8Rs6CoUs&list=PL4nQD4O9P0-NXNhLwijX4QDS58KeRkz0y [Access on27 June 2025]¶

CHAPTER 1: CONCEPTUAL/THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

1.1 The roles and challenges of student activism in Contemporary South African socialhistory
For the past decade, South Africa has witnessed the re-emergence of student aggression against
university management and the government for the lack of financial investment into student
welfare along with the increase in fee hike that caused a drop in student attendance nationwide.
Through the manifestation of student uprising such as #RhodesMustFall and #FeesMustFall in
2015, the question of youth involvement in politics and social change has become a recent topic
of discussion by academics with statements comparing the 2015/16 movement to that of previous
student protests during Apartheid, and outside our boarders.2 Furthermore, the question of the
importance of youth in our nation has been accounted in various historical methods since the
Soweto Uprising tackling the pros and cons of different student involvements to social change.
The challenges that academics faced in the field was that as much as student organizations
advocated for the main goal of creating an environment that creates opportunities for African
students, the methods to execute the goal has either been delayed entirely or to a temporary
period based on personal offence to opinion from the other that will be covered in the later
chapters. Furthermore, the contribution to student uprisings becoming a lot more complicated
than usual is that despite the need to analyze and understand in-depth historical origins for social
change dating as far as centuries ago, mainstream narratives in post-Apartheid South Africa has
undermined progressive student protest actions. In addition, academics serving in management
have approached student actions in a lukewarm manner that sought to contain the spread of
academic shutdown in 2015/16. The likes of Adam Habib (a critique to #FMF) showcased
willingness to contain the protest through militant approach during the latter stages of 2015 and
2016 respectively to preserve the academic year from falling apart. This was followed by the
likes of Prof. Johnathan Jansen who in his book Knowledge of the Blood defended the
humiliating actions of four Afrikaaner students: R.C. Malherbe, Johnny Roberts, Schalk van der
Merwe and Danie Grobler (“Reitz Four”) on black students by means of “integrating” them into
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3 Soudien C. Who takes responsibility for the ‘Reitz four’? Puzzling our way through higher educationtransformation in South Africa. S Afr J Sci. 2010;106(9/10), Art. #429, 4 pages. DOI: 10.4102/sajs. v106i9/10.424 Jansen, D. Johanthan. “Knowledge in the Blood - Confronting Race and the Apartheid Past”. Pub. By StanfordUniversity Press, California. 2009. Access through: https://dokumen.pub/knowledge-in-the-blood-confronting-race-and-the-apartheid-past-9780804771160.html [Access on 20 October 2025]5 Jansen, D. Johanthan. “Knowledge in the Blood - Confronting Race and the Apartheid Past”. Pub. By StanfordUniversity Press, California. 2009. Pp. 45-50 . Access through: https://dokumen.pub/knowledge-in-the-blood-confronting-race-and-the-apartheid-past-9780804771160.html [Access on 20 October 2025]6Wasserman, Herman. ‘Johnathan Jansen’s Lopsided view on Fees Must Fall’. 2017.https://africasacountry.com/2017/07/jonathan-jansens-lopsided-view-of-feesmustfall [Accessed on 20 October 2025]Note: VC or Vice-Chancellor – A chief executive officer and academic leader of a university.

university residences at the University of the Free State in 2007 as homage to the “banter”, stated
by Crain Soudien, between the Boers and the disadvantaged workers in the town of Reitz.3
Therefore, in context, Jansen suggested we critically unpack the systematic framework
established by the Apartheid government (and before 1948) that caused the mindset of the
accused young Afrikaner student to unravel itself as they may be naïve of their deep history and
its conflict with African resistance by which the older generation and young generation are aware
of.4 Although he became the first black Dean (and VC) of the above-mentioned campus in 2009,
it was not certain that accountability can be undermined to preserve reputation, and the defense
towards the actions of the white students signaled his stance on the issue of discrimination. The
first chapter sets the tempo for Jansen’s defense of the accused students by which he unpacks the
position of the Afrikaners in South African history, through which he argued that their
“knowledge” centers on the those who passed away from the Anglo-Boer War in the late 1890s,
and inhabits their way of life throughout history. Labeled as Afrikanerdom, Jansen suggests their
culture emphasizes on the history of their predecessors, and the modern trend in sports, music,
education, and language which is different to that of the English and the African culture.5
Jansen’s position in student activism was further highlighted by journalist Herman Wasserman,
where he was portrayed as undermining the growth of the #FMF movement by leaning towards
social issues molded by the colonial past that contributed to student frustration.6 Despite tensions
and radical approaches to ensure its own goal, contemporary historical themes served its purpose
of portraying and advocating the need for youth to be involved in academic spaces and
communities. Nonetheless, each historical method and theme that references the approach of
student dynamics in South Africa will be analyzed and understood briefly to bring forth an
overall picture on student dynamics and its influence in South Africa from an historic and
present-day perspective. By means, this discussion does not imply the student protest from a one-
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7 Klemencic, Manja et al. Chapter 2: Student organizing in African higher education: Polity, policy and policies in“Student Politics in Africa: Representation and Activism” Pub. By African Minds. Ed, by Thierry. M. Luescher,Manja Klemencic and James Otteno Jowi. 2016. pg. 11SASO – An anti-apartheid group founded by Steve Biko that promoted Black Consciousness.PAC – Pan Africanist Congress. An anti-apartheid movement founded by Robert Sobukwe who rivaled the AfricanNational Congress during the Apartheid regime.

dimensional perspective but added layers on the themes that covered the protests: student
politics, the approach of visual language, archives and black studies. Lastly, the concept of
student politics will be covered and reflected through the collaborative direction of historians
Manja Klemencic and Thierry Luescher in the 2016 project “Student Politics in Africa:
Representation and Activism” and the works of many authors involved.
To understand the causes of student revolts that occurred on our campuses in recent memory, the
concept of student politics is a crucial component to understand. Defined by Manja Klemencic,
student politics/representation is a key aspect of “higher education governance worldwide” and
caters to the well-being of students through student organizations that defend and represent the
student body.7 As such, the student body becomes a major factor in the affairs of university
governance and whatever the university wants to implement, and plan lies in the well-being and
interest of students from all walks of life. Furthermore, it constitutes to the concept of
“democratization”, which refers to democratic/independence of a nation. In context, it
specifically calls for students to complete their academic careers without the burden of being
discriminated against or financially excluded. Therefore, on each campus a student organization
is formed to ensure that student interest is always valued in high regard and that students have
the power and opportunity to voice their opinion and decision on who gets to work for a
university, college or any other higher education institution.
In accordance with student politics, the theoretical discussion among researchers brings about a
greater exhibition of the political framework that the student body brings to communities at
large. What constitutes and builds-up student politics is based on the respective responsibilities
that the student body represents at higher education institutions, and the ways in which their
mandate has been portrayed by the public. Philip Altbach, a renowned historian on education,
discusses the emergence and impact of student activism in the late 1960s and 1970s between the
“Western” countries and the “Third World” as part of the 1st volume of a global project called
International Higher Education: An Encyclopedia, that calls on 62 essays from acclaimed
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8 Altbach, P.G (Ed.). International Higher Education Volume 1: An Encyclopedia (1st ed.). Print in 1991. London.9 Altbach. P.G. “Student political activism” in International Higher Education: An Encyclopedia. New York:Garland. 1991. pp. 250 & 25610 Luescher-Mamashela, T.M. “Theorising student activism in and beyond the 20th Century: The contribution ofPhilip G Altbach in Student Engagement in Europe: Society, Higher Education and Student Governance (ed. By MKlemencic et al). 2015. 1 -17. https://uwcscholar.uwc.ac.za:8443/server/api/core/bitstreams/5ea6f31c-4669-4a1c-9e8a-42211107566a/content [Access on 6 March 2026]

authors that collectively investigates the state and impact of higher education in the 20th
Century.8 In Altbach’s chapter, “Student Political Activism”, Altbach understands that along the
10-year period from 1960 to 1970, student activism has grown and influenced political decisions
in both spheres of the world, whether it was in the Western Hemisphere or in the Third World
countries. Considering the observation, Altbach points that the growth and importance of student
involvement should be “traditionally accepted” as a “legitimate part of the political system”,
marking it as an important asset concerning education and economic growth respectively.9
Thierry Luescher, who reviewed Altbach’s work in the article “ Theorizing Student Activism In
and Beyond Twentieth Century Europe: The Contribution of Philip G Altbach” concluded that
Altbach’s work laid the foundation for scholars to understand and produce academic theories
surrounding student activism.10 Furthermore, Luescher theorizes student politics into 4 key
insights/characteristics as part of his article which shall be briefly discussed below:
The first question proposed by Altbach tells us to look at the context in which students demand
change in a higher education environment. In an historical sense, many student movements that
develop overtime reflect on a socio-political system that restricts their access to a variety of roles
and activities at universities and campuses, e.g. Apartheid era. In consideration, a feeling of
anger and resentment towards the education system becomes more evident coupled with the
intense desire to promote independence for those that feel restricted by the system respectively.
This was seen in both events in South Africa, during the build-up to the Soweto Uprising in 1976
orchestrated by the South African Students Organization (SASO) and the Pan-African Congress
(PAC) and the period of continuous student protests from 2015 to 2017 across SA universities
under the baton of the #FeesMustFall initiative after the announcement of a 2016 fee increase
proposal in 2015.
Secondly, Albach proposed that in history, we look at the characteristics that a student
organization or movement exhibits. How we can identify a student organization according to
their belief system/ideology and the methods that a student movement/s went about to promote
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11 Ndebele, N. Introduction in “Steve Biko - I Write What I Like - 40th Anniversary Edition. Forward by. NjabuloNdebele, Pub. By Picador Africa, Johannesburg. 2017. pp. 1 – 175. Specific reading from pages 3 until 28 thatoutlines the objectives of the South African Students Organization (SASO).- Publica[c]tion: Publishing, an alternative and the creative process of critique” (August 2017). 60https://revolutionarypapers.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/publicaction_original.pdf [Access on 11 July2025]

change or maintain social condition in their academic spaces. Notably, popular discourse point to
student movements exhibiting characteristics that demand social change through calls for the end
of colonial education, particularly in South Africa.11
Whilst Altbach proposes we identify and understand the character traits of student movements; it
is important to identify the leader/s behind these movements, look at figures and social
experiences that motivate the activists, and outline the character traits of the activist/s that led to
the continued or new collective belief of others starting the student movement or perhaps brought
new foundations to mobilize the movement. Steve Biko is hailed for social change in the
Apartheid era when he mobilized millions of black South Africans through his newfound
ideology of Black Consciousness in the late 1960s to 1970s. Therefore, we can understand the
ideologies and methods that respective student movements would exhibit to demand change to a
specific socio-political level in their nation.
Lastly, by outlining the social and academic conditions that students face in respective
institutions, underlining ideological traits and methods of respective student movements in the
space which is inspired by the orchestrator/s, the most obvious method is to look at the effects
and changes the organization has brought to the academic space or community. Perhaps, in
academic spaces we look at changes that may affect the student’s ability to participate in
activities or financially be included for admission. Albach proposes we investigate the duration
in which the effects may last at academic spaces, and the consensus of the student body or
community feels regarding the changes that a student movement brought forward.

In recent years, the interest of student affairs was a topic of debate by many academics, student
researchers and even government after the events of many student protests that emerged from
many universities in 2015. To be specific, although the two major protest actions that became
public was the #FeesMustFall movement and the #RhodesMustFall movement beforehand,
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12 Luescher, Thierry . Chapter 3: Student organizing in African higher education: Polity, policy and policies. 29

smaller protests or in this context student protests underrated by the dominant narratives also
emerged to steer these protests forward as it can and will be briefly discussed later. Nonetheless,
the emergence of the biggest student uprising since Soweto Uprising in 1976 has brought forth
the renewal of discussion on how students should protest and how a university should operate in
post-Apartheid South Africa.
Firstly, when we unpack student politics in the 21st Century financial investment is a major
component. In the context of student affairs, financial investment depends on an individual or
group of students that have earned the right to obtain investment based on their academic
performance coupled with a socioeconomic background. While it is a strategy to accommodate
students with academic merit, it was believed that the expansion of financial investment (process
of massification) of education to all racial groups was not enforced until the start of the 1970s
globally. As such, both Klemenic and Thierry Luescher (a renowned educationalist) argued that
higher education became a “world-wide trend” after World War II in the USA and reached many
continents in the 1990s.12Whilst the growing demand for equal enrolment to higher education
institutions occurred worldwide, South Africa faced an ongoing civil battle in the 1980s between
the elites and the majority black South Africans for liberation. This battle would turn to the favor
of non-white South Africans due to the increase in pressure on the state from internal and
external factors which included sanctions from capitalist nations like Great Britain and USA and
the climax of the Cold War that led to the collapse of communism in the USSR in 1989.
Moreover, the pressure paved the way for the events in 1990 that caused the NP to be succeeded
by the ANC to take place, which eased the approach from the ANC to transition to a diverse
system that involved all racial groups and backgrounds to follow their career paths.

What remains crucial is how financial investment is made to students without negatively
impacting the economy and this is where the challenge lies in that department. We look to South
Africa as a key example. Whilst the Western hemisphere has been pressured to expand higher
education resources to a diverse set of students and cultures in the 20th Century, South Africa did
not hesitate as well after the collapse of the Apartheid era. To add, the new era of South Africa
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13 Luescher, Thierry . Chapter 3: Student organizing in African higher education: Polity, policy and policies. 2014 eNCA . WATCH: Zuma addresses #FeesMustFall protesters. 23 October 2025.https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lj5TPD9DaR8 [Access on 28 October 2025]15 Oppel, Annalena. ‘Black Tax and coloniality - re-interpretation, emancipation and alienation’, Social Identities,29:1, 2023. 44-6116 Price, Max. Statues and Storms - Leading through change. NB Publishers, Tafelberg. 2023. pp. 28 – 32

eased tensions between the state, the USA and Britain after sanctions since the Soweto Uprising.
This becomes important in the context of problems that set a chain of events in the elite
universities of South Africa in 2013 as confessed by former Vice-Chancellor Max Price which
we will come to a bit later. Nevertheless, the emergence of expanding financial input into many
tertiary institutions by the ANC was due to rise from the anti-apartheid movements to cater to
non-white students which, in this perspective, is what an independent nation must enforce.
Therefore, it was initial positive thought by to distribute financial help to students which shows
an increase in student numbers in Touw’s illustration of student enrolment in the context of
Africa in South Africa since the start of the 2000s.13
Even though student enrolment increases per year, it does not signify that majority of students
have stayed at the institution for a long time or paid the same each year as well. To be blunt,
students, due to their social background, still faced risk of dropping out of universities as fee
admission was relatively challenging for poor students, and thus relied on good academic
performance to ensure that funding continued. This process has not changed despite the
government (by former Pres. Zuma’s announcement) measures to ease the financial burden on
students via NSFAS’ policies of the R120,000 combined household income as a measuring stick
for admission to university.14Middle-class black students, arguably, suffered greatly under the
revamped addition of the massification process by the government where they face the risk of
academic exclusion through financial situations that was highly dependent on social background
and family connections for a long time. This is the uneasy social consequence known as “the
black tax” which became popularized and unsettled black students in the mid-2010s which
contributed to set the stage for the #FeesMustFall protests and beyond the movement as well.15
The process became consequential in the South African context, where sources unpack the long-
term effects of massification established by the government in the early post-Apartheid era to
promote education to students and stakeholders respectively, with blanket admission for students
as the turning point for financial trouble to unravel in the 2000s.16
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- Luescher, Thierry . Chapter 3: Student organizing in African higher education: Polity, policy and policies. 2017 Klemencic, Manja et al. pg. 11DA – Democratic Alliance. The official opposition to the African National Congress in post-apartheid South Africaand the second-largest political party.EFF- Economic Freedom Fighters. The third-largest political party and was founded by Julius Malema after he leftthe ANC.SRC – The highest statutory student governance structure at university level. Involved in student interests, rights andthe well-being in institutional decision-making.

Whilst financial investment may be a constant in the social growth of diversity in academic and
cultural futures in our campuses, foundations of student welfare lie in the leadership of student
organizations in their respective campuses. Leadership roles in the Student Representative
Council (SRC) consists of various factors and codes that an academic institution offers such as
sports, religion, culture, academic disciplines, finance and accommodation. It is quite intriguing
to understand the weight of each role that each member of his/her respective council bears on a
consistent basis to provide services to students daily. Based on the roles of respective student
councils in general, it is categorized to that of “regional, provincial and even national level” in
terms of higher education.17 For example, SRC representatives are involved in politics related to
political parties like the ANC, Democratic Alliance (DA) and the Economic Freedom Fighters
(EFF) which brings an interesting dynamic as they exhibit different approaches that speaks to
student welfare. Like competition to secure support of many citizens nationwide between
political parties, the same process is witnessed at universities among different SRC’s under these
political parties to secure support from the students for the issues they experience daily. In
addition, in higher education level, “student governments” plays a role in the decision-making of
governmental offices. This includes the following:

- Negotiate with the local municipalities and university management on student-related
issues and find solutions accordingly. This includes accommodation, funds, material and
discriminatory incidents.

- Work with the provincial government in a similar stance to local municipalities. Finding
solutions to ensure that academic resources are available to students and service delivery
remains consistent in line with the vision of the university and the state respectively.
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- To negotiate and list demands to the national government that serves to the interests of
students nationwide. These demands may include funding from financial organizations
and bursary schemes, academic material, admission, curriculum and accommodation.18

The archival perspective on student activism
The risk of academic resources on resistance before democracy - 1970s
To clarify, student organizations before the dawn of democracy were faced with the risk of
immediate ban from the Apartheid government, preventing the possibility of countering the
system at the time. Although 1976 has become an integral part of our struggle for democracy, it
was obvious that despite the worldwide reaction to the National Party's treatment of students in
Soweto thanks to the image of Hector Pieterson, the National Party remained stern to continue
with the established policies to maintain political dominance. Furthermore, the 1970s also
marked a period where anti-colonial political parties in neighboring countries fought back and
won against the National Party's counterparts. One reason for the NP’s immediate decision, as
stated by Hlumelo Biko, was the victory of the FRELIMO socialist party under Samora Machel
over the Portuguese by using a militant approach to overthrow the government and establish a
communist environment in which the wealth and resources were distributed equally to
communities.19 Although student rebellion was a threat to the political dominion established by
the NP, the external force also faced the NP as communism was also in deep competition with
capitalism (spearheaded by USA and USSR in the Cold War) and it was obvious that the
government was concerned that communism would creep into South Africa through the
ideologies promoted by the anti-apartheid parties since its establishment. The immediate ban of
the Freedom Charter in 1955 illustrates this concern, primarily with the call to distribute the
wealth and resources "equally to all citizens" which goes in line with the newly adopted
universal framework by the Human Rights Commission (UN).20 Therefore, the banning of
political parties like the ANC, PAC, and the South African Communist Party became inevitable
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through the Terrorist Act purposely established to arrest, ban and execute "enemies" that were a
threat to the NP's will.
So how did the academic landscape of anti-colonial agenda survive in the Apartheid era? Well, it
was not easy. Through the above-mentioned law that sought to remove any threats that the NP
faced, creating articles, newspapers and oral accounts against the NP's establishment would risk
imprisonment for many years, regardless of occupation at the time. Covered by Milton Nkosi
from the BBC newspaper (British news outlet), Sam Nzima, who worked for The World (later
called the “Sowetan”) newspaper that centered on the South African black community, stated
that his reputation as a journalist was on the line during the 1976 uprising when he snapped the
infamous incident of Pieterson, which later sparked worldwide reaction. He was interrogated by
the police officials to remove all the images and videos that was taken by him immediately, to
prevent further protestation from happening.21 The instant removal of anti-colonial evidence
against the NP during the era, was of insurance to maintain political control through an
unblemished reputation that hides the brutal nature the NP enforced on the public. This was
further accelerated by the banning of political parties and organizations that fueled black
mobilization at the time, making it difficult to critically challenge the state, vocally or through
sources. Therefore, the academy faced hardships to spread the message of liberation to its people
at the time due to the threat of facing imprisonment and expulsion from their respective
occupations.
This situation, however, shifted after the 1976 Soweto Uprising where Biko later became an
integral part of the movement. Although Biko later paid the fatal price for his involvement in the
struggle on 12 September 1977 via heavy police brutality at a jail cell, the world took notice of
the government's harsh treatment on students, which happened nationwide, with incidents of
student killings in townships like Langa, and Bonteheuwel as examples. The nationwide mass
uprising of students against the state called for activists and researchers to center attention on
student resistance, especially in the 1980s when two separate states of emergency were enforced
on the country to eliminate any threats the anti-apartheid movements waged towards the NP.
Despite the anti-colonial newspapers ban by the NP after 1976, the articles left were preserved as

https://uwcscholar.uwc.ac.za/home 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-44082115


12

22 Habib, Adam. “Rebels and Rage: Reflecting on #FeesMustFall” .Jepperstown. Johnathan Ball Publishers, 2019.1123 Price, Max. pp. 28 – 3224 Justice/Home. “National Plan for Higher Education”. Ministry of Education. 2001https://www.justice.gov.za/commissions/feeshet/docs/2001-NationalPlanForHigherEducation.pdf [Access on 19

archival sources by the anti-apartheid activists to educate students about the brutality of the
Apartheid system and to maintain the hope of a democratic future for non-white South Africans.
This goal was characterized through the development of archival sources such the South African
History Online in 1981 (now a leading source for all students) and the South African History
Archive in 1980 that mobilizes researchers with tools to critique the Apartheid state and promote
social justice. In this sense, archival development supported the cause for a democratic nation
thanks to student intervention in the 1970s through protest and mainstream attention that placed
pressure on the government.

2015/16 – Mass student uprising
Student activism reinforced itself in the later 2010s when a mass student movement took South
Africa by storm. This time, resistance against the proposed fee hike of 8% for all institutions for
the 2016 academic year. Even though academics have warned of an impending mass protest on
the education system, it is inconceivable that the government has undermined the warning signs,
especially the frustration of students in historically white universities like University of Cape
Town, University of the Witwatersrand (Wits) and Stellenbosch. Former ex-Vice-Chancellor's
Dr. Max Price (UCT) and Prof. Adam Habib (Wits) who hailed from these respective
universities both, in their respective reflections, agreed that signs towards a mass student
uprising were evident and alarming.22 According to Price, a brief shift in transitional change at
UCT since the era of democracy did not show consistency. This meant that the reluctance to
open the doors of opportunity at UCT, the academic and leadership structure has not shifted
since the Apartheid era, as majority of white intellectuals were guaranteed into management
sectors.23 Furthermore, it entails poor planning to include non-white candidates illuminated the
biased nature of the university towards the elite and worsened when the Higher Education system
leaned towards an economic framework model into the 2000s that resulted in foreign investors
interests opportunity to invest in the education sector.24
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Although this situation will be unpacked more clearly in the later chapters, it marked a pattern of
student frustration started in the 2000s, that sparked into public discourse when Chumani
Maxwele threw human waste towards the Rhodes statue on 9 March 2015, that started the
#RhodesMustFall and later fueled the #FeesMustFall (although it initially started in February
2015). Based on Price's experience at UCT, it was certain that he was met with abundance of
confrontations by students relative to the university's stance on the statue. Although students
have vented at the issues faced at universities, the act of disobedience according to the university
by Maxwele and then later “Shackville”, has welcomed activism into political affairs since the
1970s. In this juncture, public eyes only become attracted to acts of violence/disobedience but
causes pressure to creep into the political affairs when mass support justifies the act.
Habib was not spared from the wrath of student frustration, with activists calling for the
immediate removal of increased fees and demand outsourced workers to be contracted directly
by Wits management. Although Habib was very conservative and somewhat militant in his
approach to resolving the fee issue (which he received immense accusation and criticism), he
viewed the #FMF as a "legitimate complaint",25 to which he affirmed in mainstream media that
the seeds for the impending mass protests laid squarely on the financial failures of the
government.26
Since the #FMF gained popularity due to the involvement of mainstream media and newspaper
outlets (that also exposed the movement to the global audience), it was certain that academic
intervention would place its claws on this topic. Since the movement reached its climax, a few
projects already went underway that projected different versions of the event. However, the mass
protest movement formed part of a major discourse that laid on the importance of student
resistance history and the discourse around the concept of decolonization. Within the year 2016,
that marked 40 years since the Soweto Uprising, Professor Noor Nieftagodien led the project
"Students Must Rise: Youth Struggle in South Africa Before and Beyond South Africa “76" along
with local research educationalists from Wits University Workshop such as Premesh Lalu,
Saleem Badat, Anne Heffernan and Leigh-Ann Naidoo, etc. The project, completed during the
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ongoing protest served to honor the history of the Soweto Uprising by highlighting the
importance of student activism through historic accounts that involved student mobilization, as
each chapter written by different authors brings forth a unique insight into the work of students
against the socio-political paradigm designed by colonialism.27 As a result, the project
contributed to the concept of student resistance in South African history as it enlightened the
plight of students who yearns for an accurate political system that prioritizes “free” education.
Various projects joined in the discussion around decolonization, student activism, and history,
through which different accounts to the future of the education system in tertiary institution
poured out. The project "Freefall" by historian Malcolm Ray, underlines that top universities in
South Africa, were at risk of academic failure because of connections to the colonial past that
negatively affects majority of South Africans today. Ray also highlighted and exposed the
government’s decision to collaborate with foreign investors to make education a commodity,
which caused student frustration to spread and eventually sparked mass student protest
throughout 2015/16 with sporadic confrontations afterwards.28
Publica[c]tion and student activism
Student activism is highly evident in the Publica[c]tion archive. Moreover, the archive serves to
promote student activism through its objectives of uplifting local knowledge production against
the dominant narrative perpetuated by the mainstream media. Although the archive will be
critically unpacked later in the thesis, connections to student activism are showcased throughout
various accounts voiced by selected local and international scholars respectively. This included a
multitude of social challenges like student marginalization (26 & a section of 27), racism,
outsourcing (27, 38,39), police and security (4), sanitation (14), education (34), and dictatorship
that oppresses student movements in the other developing countries (22 & 23), which are
constant challenges that student leadership organizations like the SRC grapples with.29
1.2 African studies in South Africa and its manifestation in national/activist archives
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For decades, South Africa has witnessed countless debacles and challenges to the ever-present
issue that is colonialism. South Africa is not spared in the slightest as protests on social
inequality becomes a constant demonstration for “true democracy” that was promised in 1994 by
the ruling party. Nevertheless, besides the uncertainty of a democratic nation that we hope to
achieve, it takes us back to decades of work and ideas that previous generations of activists
established to bring us to 1994 and benefit from their hard labor. Thankfully, this is accessible
through archives available in multiple universities, specifically where black history is concerned.
In contemporary South Africa, the likes of the South African History Online and South African
History Archive archival platforms are among the most accessed and recognized site, boasting a
deep core of historiography on South Africa in the 20th Century that unpacks the discourse on
anti-colonial struggles for democracy against the Apartheid regime, by which student resistance
is recognized as a major theme in the initiative for liberation. As a result success of the early
activist archives in the 1980s laid the foundations for the development of contemporary archives
accessible in historic universities like UWC (location for the Centre of the Mayibuye Archives),
the Nelson Mandela Foundation, UCT libraries (a site that stores a timeline and history of UCT
along with Southern African historiography),30 Aluka Digital Archival Project in 2003 that
promoted the history of Southern Africa and other regional discourses in Africa through
digitized/online methods to researchers, 31 and the Apartheid Activist Project in 2008, etc.
Early contributions of African studies - Steve Biko and Robert Sobukwe’s ideas
Before we start with black history, it is important to clarify that by means this is no attempt to
undermine other disciplines that have contributed to the re-shaping of our democratic history.
Furthermore, each discipline has contributed and collaborated with black studies to develop
newfound understanding of social and historical topics that affects us (will be touched on later),
rather we acknowledge the significance and work of Black studies that prioritized black pride in
the face of adversity that contributed to historic research in South Africa.
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Grasping the full scope of Black studies presents a welcoming yet challenging prospect of diving
into the characteristics that constitutes “black” in line with the broad investigation to achieve
liberation from colonialism. Historically, the discourse of “black studies” was unraveled through
the ideas and philosophies of renowned activists that dedicated their life to the traditions of
Africa. Figures like Stephen “Bantu” Biko became iconic for his anti-colonial manifesto that
through the revolutionary idea of Black Consciousness in the 1970s that contributed to the
nationwide student protest in 1976, specifically where Soweto is concerned. Although Biko is
widely renowned for his ideas of revitalizing the black masses morale, Sobukwe laid the early
foundations for black mobilization to flow into the 1960s when he adapted a radical approach to
challenge the Apartheid system and rivaled the ANC on those methods above. The anti-colonial
party, the Pan African Congress, moved away from the multi-racial approach the ANC adopted
and invoked an Afrocentric policy where beliefs established by Africa becomes priority over
everything. This became public to the audience of South Africa when Sobukwe delivered his
inaugural address in April 1959 where he started off by announcing the term “Afrika”.
Contextually, Sobukwe’s pronunciation of “Afrika” references the Dutch’s approach to the
continent when they settled.32 The British pronounce it as “Africa” as we universally understand
today. Despite the different connotations to the name of the continent, that was not of Sobukwe’s
concern. His priority was dedicated to retention of traditional beliefs that previous predecessors
uphold before they were colonized. The address illustrates how passionate and close Sobukwe
was to upholding the policies he believed came from the ancestral predecessors of Africa. As
such, both addresses delivered through two different situations, all speak to the foundations of
what it means to be “African” in the face of adversity and was noticeable through the actions of
activists who willingly died for these beliefs, like Solomon Mahlangu who was executed for his
involvement in the military struggle in 1979, remembered by the students during the
#FeesMustFall movement.33
The South African liberation struggle is among a collection of struggles for independence from
the colonial rule, each with its own unique discourse that impacted the political landscape of
South Africa to a degree. For example, Mozambique’s independence from the Portuguese rule
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through the radical nature by the FRELIMO under Samora Machel in the 1970s became a
turning point in the continental goal for independence, which alerted the National Party and
became more severe with their Apartheid policies whilst fighting off the Black Consciousness
Movement in South Africa.34 Therefore, disciplines welcomed the exploration of regional efforts
made by black-led organizations that enabled democracy.
Since the dawn of democracy that brought about a new era into South Africa, black studies have
maintained its values represented by previous figures in the past but also integrated towards
digital shift to educate interested students. This was, however, according to Pramesh Lalu, met
with early criticism from local researchers who warned that digital archives lean to the new age
of globalization that marketed a host of products to the world since the 1980 and seek to use
African history as a marketing tool to invest into the education sector.35 The DISA-Aluka joint
Project that sought to preserve the ancestral discourse from extinction was an example of the
early digital methods that were perceived as a colonial tool by the Western powers. Amidst the
growing fear of colonial investment into the education system, academic research steadily
progressed as researchers ensured that accessibility to archives became a priority to
underprivileged students. To clarify, various universities adopted archival sites to make archives
accessible to expert scholars and students respectively, with added shares from activist
organizations to enhance research and training in the less-popular universities. For instance, the
Mayibuye Archives located at University of the Western Cape and Robben Island respectively,
has become an attractive center of research for African enthusiasts on historical accounts that
preserves student resistance history dating back to the 1900s.36 As a result, accessible centers in
multiple universities and online digital platforms opened the way for the submission of articles
and a variety of academic material to spread dramatically, which became a major asset when we
concern the discussion on student politics and decolonization in the mid-2015s by which a
multitude of student-related articles and projects emerged.
African studies as a tool for social change: Social justice movements
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Social justice organizations at public spaces embodied the call for social justice in the face of
social inequality. Significantly, we recall these respective organizations who, in the face of social
anxiety, brought hope to local communities in the past despite the dangers of political
oppression. Accounts on the establishment of social justice movements in South Africa are found
in academic writings within the African studies department. For instance, renown 20th century
anti-apartheid movements like the ANC, PAC, and Black Consciousness Movement under Biko
spearheaded the liberation struggle against the NP with the objectives of achieving equality for
the black community through black nationalism. More so, the ideas of black nationalism took
center stage after ANC’s temporary exile from South African political landscape, when
Sobukwe’s radical faith in African traditions collaborated with Biko’s psychological approach to
combat the Apartheid system in the 1970s, that sparked continuous mass student rebellion in
1976 against the NP’s intensive enforcement of Bantu Education.
Theories and suggestions by iconic figures by the likes of Biko, Sobukwe, and even foreign anti-
colonial philosophers like Frantz Fanon, renowned for his two projects (Black Skin White Masks
and The Wretched of the Earth) brought forth another dimension into the dense discussion on
colonialism and its psychological impact on race, social equality and resistance.

Empowering students as Agents of Change
A critical component of African studies for interested students who seek to challenge colonial
pedagogy is to develop a conscious through the relative tools and understanding of the meaning
of “Africa”,37 to critically engage with the history of colonialism in South Africa and challenge
power dynamics, structure and media outlets on the social norms of imperialism in academic
spaces. Furthermore, studies also empower students to dive into the dominant historical
discourses that is displayed in secondary schools where students are exposed to modern
textbooks that consistently exhibits repeated accounts of historic events in what can be described
as “measuring” African consciousness by the government.38
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Developing a consciousness that is critical of how historical discourses are established by
researchers comes from one factor: engaging with subjective accounts. Moreover, the field
encourages students to move “against the grain” of widely accepted discourses by practicing of
knowledge production. The practice calls for the inclusive look at voices silent by the wider
academic community, specifically in the context of ordinary students’ experiences outside the
popular accounts on the student protests a decade go from both parties. The archival project
“Publica[c]tion” completed in 2017 stand as a testament in South African discourse to
knowledge production as a tool to address issues of colonial pedagogy in academic spaces that
has historically imprisoned non-white students. This, as a result, allows scholars to understand
and engage in subjective experiences of ordinary citizens that assist to broader discussions on
concepts like social inequality, decolonization, and racial segregation and find possible solutions
to manage social injustices in respective communities. In addition, the benefits of practicing
knowledge production widen opportunities to produce local knowledge into academic research
that collectively brings about student solidarity in academic spaces.
Examples of public (mainstream) activism in South Africa
The Big Debate, a show covered by the South African Broadcasting Commission or in short
SABC (South Africa’s biggest news outlet now displayed on the YouTube platform), hosted a
debate on the #RhodesMustFall movement in 2015 that attracted public interest after the removal
of Rhodes statue in April after increased demand from activists since March 2015, although
further accounts argues a longer timeline, particularly in reference to Nzimande’s first tenure as
Higher Education minister in 2009.39Many SRC leaders were invited including a selected panel
of intellectuals and activists, that played a part in the protests to discuss the movement and the
impact of Rhodes’ removal for the next batch of students. Though I would speculate bluntly, that
broader discussion on decolonization and interruption of some panel members disrupted the flow
of the actual discussion on the topic.40 Nonetheless, media coverage on student affairs exposes
the plight of students for a change in the academic system that seeded the growth of the
#FeesMustFall, which UCT experienced during a major assembly before the eventual fall of
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Rhodes contextually.41 As a result, it sparked more media outlets like Music Television (MTV)
to cover the #FeesMustFall movement with the focus on understanding the plight of students and
supporters in the pursuit of challenging the fee hike proposal from the government and the
colonial practices within the University of the Witwatersrand and other universities.42
It’s abundantly clear that notable student resistance movements have mobilized communities in
public spaces through the ideas of black nationalism driven by the likes of African pioneers like
Sobukwe, Biko, Mandela and even international spokesmen like Frantz Fanon among others. Not
only has social justice by student activism been reinforced in public spaces by ideas of black
pride and assertiveness experienced through mainstream media, but through the writings of local
activists maintained and encouraged by digital archival platforms. We acknowledge that African
studies underwent a transitional shift where online digital platforms became a tool to maintain
and grow the development of localized academic writing, which at the time, was feared by
Southern African regions as a tool to regulate Western influence. Today, students in public
institutions accesses digital platforms to receive academic publications, including archives that
were developed since the Apartheid regime, but is encouraged to creatively showcase their
talents and ideas academically that advocated for social change. The Publica[c]tion archive
stands as a testament for social justice and local knowledge production in South Africa that
illuminates the nature of African studies but also enhances the inner grievances that we hold
today in a socially divided society with some students crossing the traditional boundaries through
explicit writing not seen in academic publications.

1.3 Archival research in South Africa
It is no different in South Africa where archives have developed to become an integral part of
historiography for decades. Historically, South Africa is blessed in abundance through archives,
colonial and post-colonial, has contributed to the collective knowledge about our past, with the
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aim of further accelerating our understanding of our nation’s history through uploading historic
accounts that either become unnoticed in the historical world or was purposely left out to fit a
particular agenda. For the past decades as elaborated within two reports by civil society initiative
The Archival Platform, South Africa has been blessed with the emergence of history archives
that describes the development of the anti-colonial movements in the 1960s and 70s with an
emphasis on oral accounts of ordinary citizens of not only igniting the struggle against the
system contextually, but serves as a method of understanding subjective experiences and
memory in the wake of dominant narratives in the present era.43 Importantly, archives on South
African history has manifested itself into a hub for discovering discourses on politics against
Apartheid era, in which historians label as “resistance archives”, and the documentation of
politics against oppression in all forms has manifested in digital format through the adaptation of
previous archival outlets formed before 1994 and the recent activist archive “Publica[c]tion in
2017 made by directors Dr. Leigh-Ann Naidoo and Asher Ghamedze [curator and musician] in
light of the student-led #FeesMustFall campaign in 2015/16 academic year.
The Importance of Archives for Student Resistance History
It is best described as a “memory bank” for historical information by archivist Dr. Sian Nel, who
called for archives to be credited for the immense contributions to modern research on history
during his tenure at University of Pretoria. Within his article posted by the university, in the
context of UP success in the development of archives as a major asset, Nel welcomes the success
of the archives as a means to address to the public that archive “does matter”, and represents the
memories of many South Africans that has experienced the past, especially before 1994.44 Nel’s
notion is based on successful publications using archival sources as historical back-up and
rightfully so, as large portions of historic information gathered by researchers (specifically
historians and curators) who conduct academic investigations on forms of resistance. As such,
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archives are described as the “guardians” through which publications are established and other
sources of academic sources across historical disciplines.45
It is no exception to South African history where archival research is concerned, particularly in
the context of liberation movements where digital archives (like SAHO, South African History
Archive, Nelson Mandela Foundation) are readily accessible for students for historic
investigations. Archives are primary sources by which sources like audio records, scripts, letters,
articles, documentaries and even publications all contribute to the makings of different historical
discourses which, therefore, make archives and activists responsible for addressing the relevant
issues whilst making the archive accessible to the public via online and academic institutions for
further research. The National Archives and Records Service of South Africa originally oversaw
the responsibilities of preserving archives developed before 1994 and, after our official
democratic breakthrough from colonial regime. To maintain the value of archives and
“introducing the marginalized voice to the historical world by filling in the gaps of already
written accounts”, 46 a policy was signed under late President Nelson Mandela known as the
National Archives and Records Service Act.47 Particularly, archives relative to resistance
movements during the Apartheid regime became a priority for scholars, with findings paying
attention to the voices that gave a different or similar lens to life under racial segregation. Vast
collections and accounts were also collected by counterparts in the South African History
Archives (SAHA) who, as exclaimed in a report made by The Archival Platform in 2015,
eventually became a major outlet for students and researchers in the archival field and rightfully
so, when the national archival system’s decline in 1999 failed to serve its mandate to the
public.48
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Specifically, within the confines of resistance movements, where student dynamics becomes a
major factor wherein research on 20th Century South Africa is concerned, archives ensure vast
collections of historic discourses on student-led campaigns in the 20th Century are readily
accessible for researchers for academic investigations. As such, a direct method of placing
historic accounts lost in dominant narratives to the light and utilizing these accounts to the public
domain in which both academic levels (secondary and tertiary) can be taught to students.
Increasing trends in the development of digital archives become ready-made accessible for
students from tertiary level down to secondary level via digital website, which became a
customary method in the 2000s (brief reference to The Aluka Project). The South African
History Online digital archive, along with the South African History Archive, is among the most
accessible archives for historical information on South Africa’s history, particularly on the
development of resistance movements like the Soweto Uprising. Moreover, the site also exhibits
student-led campaigns during the period in Cape Town, as the archive exhibits a timeline of
student-led protests that took place after the Soweto Uprising by which both secondary and
tertiary students within Greater Cape Town like the University of the Western Cape embarked on
a wave of protests in support of Soweto against Bantu Education and the Apartheid system as a
whole.49 The key aspect to archives, highlights events and experiences not exhibited by the
mainstream media, and thus, seek to foster new insights to South Africa’s history that can be
taught to young students in secondary schooling (through history textbooks on added accounts to
South African resistance history).
Memory as complex - Creation of the Apartheid Archive Project in 2009
To start with, memory is complex, through which is always contested to construct accurate
arguments respectively. In context, widely acclaimed accounts on South African history
contained versions of events that are similar among each other and becomes a collective
reflection on public rallies and exhibitions conducted by activists and politicians respectively. A
plethora of historical accounts through academic research, exhibitions in museums, media
documentations, and textbooks of various cultures add to what we understand as “collective
memory”. However, it cannot be stressed that collective memory warns of the risk of unspoken
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historical records on cultures and backgrounds, not advertised by the mainstream media or in
academia respectively. According to Israeli historian Alon Confino risks the “legitimacy of
memory” in which cultures and communities with its own distinct value to the nation, may be
left out due to the lack of value to the historical discourses and becomes “predictable through the
means of selective inquiry”.50 Considering this, memory should not be established to withdraw
events that are too sensitive for citizens to withstand and thus become a test of enduring the
atrocities of the past, whether it be from a personal encounter or a collective moment
respectively. For instance, the Apartheid Archive Project was established in 2009 to bring forth
an accurate and explicit account on the Apartheid regime, regardless of its brutal atrocities that
challenged the notion that racism was not the main factor of the Apartheid doctrine in the past
(Duncon et al).51 Although the system was rooted in exhibiting superiority over the inferior, the
archive was also established to provide an in-depth account on Apartheid regime through which
narrations may have been overlooked or intentionally ignored by the public. We understand that
the TRC was opened to the public in the early 1990s by the late Desmond Tutu to revisit the past
to re-imagine a diverse and unified future and was demonstrated through a restorative process
where amnesty and reparations are awarded to victims and perpetrators that were pardoned by
the committee. However, memory is not subjective by which people should just conform to a
process that displays forgiveness and unity to a system that has caused so much pain and trauma
to a generation, and that is understandable. Furthermore, the build-up to the Apartheid Archive
Project in 2009 unraveled due to the spread of criminal activities driven by racism and
resentment of the white towards black people in the mid-2000s, which resulted in tense
discussions on Apartheid’s legacy and the legitimacy of the TRC (Duncon et al).52Moreover, the
development of archives like the Apartheid Activist Project in 2009 became a justified cause to
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elaborate on the social inequalities which the Apartheid colonial project has intentionally
promoted, as social statistics usually provides a negative outcome to non-white citizens as
opposed to the white population. For example, statistics on reasons for mortality rate is primarily
driven by diseases such as HIV, Malaria, Cholera and other diseases which often occurs in
poverty-stricken townships, where unfortunately, majority of non-white South Africans inhabits
(Statistics South Africa, 2008).53
Archive on #FeesMustFall – Publica[c]tion
Following the success of the #RhodesMustFall at UCT in April 2015, the #FeesMustFall
movement was established at Wits University in late September after the initial proposal of an
8% fee hike from Dr. Blade Nzimande. The movement, through the goal of eradicating the fee
hike, also demanded a new academic system in which colonial structures are removed without
question in the top universities that generations of future students can benefit from. This would,
of course, come with backlash from the powers from above and fed to the media outlets to
portray students as the villains through their conduct throughout the campaign. To combat the
media-driven discourse, RhodesMustFall activist Dr. Leigh-Ann Naidoo and local cultural
worker Asher Ghamedze produced an archive that gives students a platform to express their
subjective experiences of student life facing social adversity through academic campuses. This
approach serves as promotion of decolonization through local knowledge production as a tool
with reference to events of student action worldwide prior to the project (at the back of the
archive),54 Addressed by Naidoo during the Revolutionary Papers Conference held in Salt River
at the end of April 2022, selected students and intellectuals across campuses in South Africa (a
map shown in the beginning of the archive) and abroad engaged with the project after the climax
of the campaign with workshops held in between to strengthen ideas.55 As a result, the project
was completed in August 2017 and showcased in the Conference in April 2022, with an added
review by the directors immediately after the project as part of the larger social history project
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The University and Social Justice: Struggles Across the Globe, providing a timeline and
importance of the project to the on-going cry for “free education” in South Africa.56
It is without a doubt that archives serve a major purpose in South African history, through which
resistance history has benefit from historical accounts that exhibited a timeline of anti-colonial
struggles against the colonial powers in the Southern African region. Moreover, it was evident
that archives played a role in academic investigations in relation to oral accounts within the
overall field of social history, that adds layers to the understanding of resistance in both historical
discourse and the history as a field. As such, the medium has developed and evolved with the
emerging time of digital era, with the rise of digital archives and sites such as SAHO, SAHA and
other archival sites that serve to maintain the cultural heritage and history of South Africa as
initially promised by the National Archives and Records Service, forgotten cultures and concepts
were encouraged to express their views and culture without fear to the public domain, adding
color to the understanding of our rich historic discourse. As a result, through the emergence of
the digital world where internet and social media becomes a dominant force, welcomes the
development of creative archives such as “Publica[c]tion”, where the combination of memory
and student activism through students from various campuses, in the context of the 2015 student
movements blended well to proclaim local knowledge production in the face of media narratives
that portrays students in a negative light.
1.4 Visual interpretation/imagery in South African struggle history
In the context of the South African struggle, these principles were a method of displaying the
stories of historical events that has placed our history to global scale. Furthermore, the methods
of illustrating the respective principles in conditions that are hostile to conduct must be credited
for, particularly the media who were biased against the anti-apartheid parties. What makes visual
interpretation as insightful as the other themes in this chapter is that the theme shares its common
interest in the broader discussion of historical events that shape nations globally. To add, one
snap of an image can identify a nation or an historic moment that has generated so much impact,
that global nations have invested interest into the situations of other nations. We look at the
image of Hector Pieterson at the arms of his sister in the 1976 Soweto Uprising. What made this
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historic event go abroad was that the image (taken by Sam Nzima) depicted the body of a slain
13-year-old boy carried by a male student named Makhubo running away from the brutal nature
of the police. Thus, we understand the context that led to the moment which brings about the
central discourse on the brutal nature of the Apartheid system against black South Africans.
Moreover, the brutality of the NP resulted in capitalist allies in Britain and USA to sanction
themselves from South Africa in the 1980s until the system was overthrown. This image
expressed in brief detail is one of many popular images that shaped the 20th Century and became
an iconic symbol of South Africa’s struggle for democracy.
1.4.1 The use of photography in student movements: Exhibitions of 1976 and 2015/16
student revolts
Although the Soweto Uprising was reflected on the passing of Hector Pieterson and the look of
anguish on Makhubo and his sister, Gwendolyn Nontsikelelo ,57 images of the Soweto Uprising
were later revealed in exhibitions, museums and book chapters. Importantly, photography
became an instrument to illustrate events of social change in South Africa since 1976 that
enraged and caused the world to disable ties afterwards with the National Party. Exhibitions not
only grasped the attention of the public on local soil, but also attracted international interest as
the image of Pieterson was first captured by American-based TIME Magazine and later followed
by REUTERS organization as the image circulated worldwide.58 Furthermore, the image carried
a personal account from Sam Nzima, who later became recognized for the action despite the
risks through which he explained that taking photos of student protests, or any other anti-
apartheid protests would guarantee imprisonment from the police even though he worked for an
African-based newspaper outlet called “The World” during his tenure as photographer.59
Moreover, the image grew to become an iconic representation of black struggle in South Africa
as academic sites and exhibitions were later created to preserve the events of 1976 and the
historical timeline on the struggle for democracy. The Hector Pieterson Memorial and Museum
in Soweto houses critical accounts of events that pave the way for June 16th, the violent
descriptions during the demonstrations, and the aftermath of the uprisings with imagery for the
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public to access.60 This was later followed by the Iziko Slave Lodge in Cape Town, an historical
site since the late 17th Century for the Cape Colony that became a colonial cultural heritage site
in 1966 for the British and Dutch viewers then later transitioned into a multi-diverse site in 1998
on Heritage Day.61 The museum recently exhibited the opening of “Aluta Continua” in 2019, that
focused on the multimedia section of the 1976 Soweto Uprising, with emphasis on the Cape
protest. The opening of this section in the top floor of the museum reminded students to
understand and reflect on the significance of the Soweto Uprising and unpack the movement’s
impact in Cape Town after June 1976 which unified non-white young people against the
system.62
Despite the stark rise in exhibitions at museums in South Africa that reflects and commemorates
the history of the student-led protests, the Soweto Uprising also became a visualization of youth
resistance to colonial education through which photography has become a tool to exhibit the
actions of black South Africans and the brutality of the police throughout the nation. Aside from
the iconic photo of Pieterson’s tragic passing that caught worldwide attention by Nzima,63 vast
collections of images related to the protests were later captured and analyzed in projects that
unpacked the nature of the protest and, the time-period before the event took place. One
illustration was manifested through filmmaker and curator Steve Mokwena in the 2016 project
“Students Must Rise”, when he used historic images of student riots that took place in the
township of Alexandria by means of photo essay, In context, Mokwena states that the
photographic approach was to aid in the work of the Cillie Commission of Inquiry by Mr. Justice
Piet Cillie, an organization tasked by the NP government on 19 September 1976 that investigates
the causes and implications of the Soweto Uprising (Mokwena, 65, Pat Tucker).64 The results of
the Uprising showcased a tremendous impact in the political landscape of South Africa, where a
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3-year sustained wave of protest brought about 575 deaths, approximately 1000 injuries and R45
million in extensive damage, which primarily stems from violent clashes in townships and cities
nationwide between police and supporters (Pat Tucker).65 The results mentioned above, became
a weapon for the NP blame the actions of the student organizations, thereby portraying the
activists as instigators to the causalities that unfold during the 3 year period. Even though the
statistics paint an immense showing of brutality and rebellion between both parties, it is clear
that aerial descriptions showcased in Mokwena’s photo essay indicated that students determined
to stop Bantu Education from infiltrating their daily lives, with examples of students in
Alexandria not showing fear to engage with police despite their lack of offensive weapons to
defend themselves.66Mokwena’s photographic illustration of the Alexandria student protest
showed two points:
1. That the students’ march historically originated in Soweto and,
2. Triggered a series of protests to spread across the country by which Alexandria followed suit,
illustrating a unified resentment towards the colonial education system and the regime in its
entirety by the National Party that was sustained into the early 1980s, of which the SAHO
archive promotes the struggle for equality in the Cape Flats by the students through a wave of
class boycotts.67
The Drum Magazine
Like The World magazine whom the late Sam Nzima worked for, the Drum magazine, a popular
newspaper outlet for local South Africans, also covered the growing protestation of students
against the Afrikaans policy in the 1970s. According to Linda Fekisi, who covered the legacy of
the Drum in her dissertation work A comparison of Drum’s coverage of the 1976 Soweto
student uprisings and the 2015 #FeesMustFall student protests, the magazine was already a
“household” name for local South Africans and became a trusted source for coverage of public
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events concerning student-related events like 1976 Soweto Uprising. Founded in Cape Town by
broadcaster Robert Crisp as “The Drum Magazine” in 1951, the name was rebranded to “Drum”
after Jim Bailey succeeded Crisp and moved to Johannesburg where its headquarters was
established to become an anti-apartheid source for local South Africans. As such, Fekisi notes
that the magazine was ran by an “all-star” team of Henry “Mr Drum” Nxumalo, Todd
Matshikiza, Arthur Maimane, Can Themba, Casey Motsisi, Es’kia Mphahlele, Bloke Modisane,
Lewis Nkosi, and Nat Nakasa before four of the nine editors (Mphahlele, Themba, Modisane and
Matshikiza) were banned under the Suppression of Communism Act in 1962.68 Despite the
magazine’s initial blow following the news of their editors, it did not stop the magazine from
functioning as a trusted source for South Africans, by which the South African History Archive
describes the function of the magazine of reflecting a “black life” as with many black South
Africans oppressed by the apartheid policies.69 The magazines first successful story, as
understood by Fekishi, covered the story of the Bethal workers who experienced gross human
rights violations by their employers, creating a sense of trust between the locals and the
magazine at the time.
Amidst Drum’s popularity in the climax of the Apartheid era, the magazine was not exempt from
criticism as well, especially during the height of the 1976 student-led Soweto Uprising.
According to Fekishi, Drum was under scrutiny among the locals for being “quiet” during the
1976 student protests that resulted in arrests, deaths, injuries and a widespread destruction of
property nationwide.70 In the perspective of local citizens, the “quietness” of the magazine who
advocated for anti-apartheid agenda can be understood as betrayal, particularly in the heat of the
moment when defense is needed to uplift the spirits of those afflicted by oppression. However,
since the government implemented policies to ban anti-apartheid magazines, it was difficult to
cover major events without knowing the implications thereof. This also affected how journalists
wrote about these events which can, nonetheless, effect readers alike, as associate author Kerry
Swift, who worked with Drum, exclaims in his work of the atmosphere within the writings of the
Drum as a “puncture in performance” turning the magazine into a “silent vigil of a gathering
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storm”.71 As a result, the criticism matched the magazine’s drop in consistent performance that
initially gained them praise and credit during its early stages at the time. Nevertheless, the
magazine remained firm in delivering the news to the public despite threats from the NP
capturing photographs and publishing stories that not only speaks to local South Africans but
seeks to engage South Africans in the political affairs of the country through articles and
advertisements of activist and exiled leaders in the process as well as recreational moments like
sports. For example, a cover of the Drum magazine in 1978 brings about the discussion of the
uncertain future of the PAC after Sobukwe’s exile as well as events in Namibia for British
independence, particularly speaks to the news that local South Africans can relate to but also
placing a photo of a women in trendy clothing showcasing the fearless attitude that women seek
during the regime.72 Although the magazines work has been exhibited in popular South African
archives like SAHA and SAHO, a large section of these Drum publications and advertisements is
housed in Bailey’s African History Archive, in honor of its former owner and activist in
Johannesburg.73
Photography on 2015/16 student frustrations - FeesMustFall campaign
Photography and film photography were used by students to express their concerns and events to
the public. This was the case in 2015 when students took to the streets to voice their displeasure
against fee hikes and racism in the top universities. To spread, document and mobilize students,
student leaders used social media platforms like Facebook and X (formerly known as Twitter) as
communication tools along with transporting visual graphic demonstrations to the public daily.
Historian Kylie Thomas, who witnessed racial tensions after a 2016 rugby match at University of
the Free State herself clarified that photography was used by students to promote the “woke
subjectivity of black South African youth”, elaborating on the growing trend of students
demanding a solution to social issues like discrimination, racism, fees and imperialism.74
Centrally, the “fallist” agenda at tertiary institutions, specifically in historic white-centered
campuses (like the above-mentioned example by Thomas), highlighted the message that

https://uwcscholar.uwc.ac.za/home 

https://baha.co.za/galleries/drum-covers-88/
https://baha.co.za/


32

75 .Bubblegum Club.“Imraan Christian: The Decolonizing Gaze”. 2016.https://bubblegumclub.co.za/features/imraan-christian-decolonizing-gaze.[Access on 24 June 2025]76 CNN. “Imraan Christian: Driving social change through photography” . 2017.https://edition.cnn.com/2017/12/19/africa/imraan-christian-photographer-activist . [Access on 24 June 2025]77 Panther, Deneesher.“Online visual activism in the #FeesMustFall university protests (2015 - 2016) (Faculty ofHumanities, University of Pretoria). 2018. pg. 5

encourages emancipation and with the rise of social media, student activists used digital
platforms to promote this message through daily images of active protests at universities after the
rise of fee hikes for the 2016 academic year, as announced by Dr. Blade Nzimande. Within the
protest came forth a rise of a young photographer who actively displayed the course of the
protest that media coverage missed during its time-period:
Imraan Christian - One of the leading photographers from the Cape Flats community in Cape
Town. Graduated from University of Cape Town and instantly found himself covering the
“explosive” moments that occurred at the Parliament buildings on the 21 October 2015 between
the students and the police, who protected the Higher Education minister from the wrath of
student frustration. According to the Bubblegum Club, Christian’s methods of photographic
imagery included a specific detail to messages and emotions behind the students, which includes
postcards and banners with leading messages representing the purpose of student’s frustration.75
The message within the banners reflects the passion and resentment students had towards the
education system, vice-chancellors and the government respectively, which led to recognition
locally and from abroad through international publications. By 2017, Christian was interviewed
by American news outlet the CNN on his life as a photographer, to which he elaborated on his
early life in the community of Hangberg in Hout Bay and the children learning the camera
becoming a tool to combat “holding a gun”. Impressively, Christian’s expertise in photography
earned him the nickname “The eye” during the Cape students protest to Parliament illustrating
trust and reliability from the students towards Christian.76
the #hashtag trend as tool for digital activism
In present times, many protest actions are organized and fueled through the help of social
networking service (SNS) platforms. According to Deneesher Panther, online media platforms
have become a tool to address socio-political issues, which escalates debate and support among
the masses since the start of 2010s in the Middle East region.77 This meant visual activism
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became a method of combating the state but faced a complex dilemma by which accessibility to
internet sources was a major challenge in developing nations and war-ridden areas.
The 2015/16 student movements in South Africa used online platforms like Facebook and
Twitter to mobilize and inform the public of daily activities students participated to challenge the
government to find solutions to the education system that failed students. Since Chumani
Maxwele’s actions against the Rhodes statue at UCT that sparked public debate, sources
highlighted that this moment marked an opportunity for student leaders to justify Maxwele’s
actions by exposing the colonial propaganda hidden by the university that negatively impacted
black students.78 Besides social media used as a method for student interaction, traditional media
and newspaper outlets remain reliable sources by the public to be informed of current affairs,
specifically communities with inadequate access to internet sources. Therefore, visual graphic
evidence used by media outlets would convince the public of students resisting the education
system through their actions, which results in mixed reactions to emerge throughout the nation.
This was seen throughout the 2015 academic year, from the removal of the Rhodes statue to
large-scale protests in places like Cape Town and Johannesburg against the police at
governmental landmarks that witnessed violent confrontations, and these moments were often
reported by traditional news outlets.79 This enabled the state, through coverage of the mainstream
media to narrate their versions of the actions of students and to frame the student movements as a
tool to cause havoc to the political landscape and to potential graduates.
Even though mainstream media outlets carried credibility as the public still looked to news
outlets for daily information, the emergence of social media platforms since the 2000s became a
tool to distribute stories and accounts that either provided new insight into existing affairs or
provided breaking information before mainstream outlets can report it, specifically on anti-
colonial matters. As Panther illustrates, the growth of anti-colonial movements was characterized
by major social platforms like Facebook and Twitter (currently known as X). Trends such as
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hashtag (often used by young people) which is often used to legitimize a post on the Twitter
platform later became a tool by student activists to generate support from the public against the
failing education system, with the impetus of posting daily visual activities that challenged the
colonial framework that university management in the top universities benefited.80 As a result, it
later infiltrated the UCT campus through the #RhodesMustFall movement that mobilized and
educated students through digital platforms that not only illustrated the growth of the movement
heading towards the impending statue removal, but exposed the harsh realities of racism,
marginalization and fee hikes that was prevalent at the campus.81 Therefore, when the statue was
removed from the premises on 9 April 2015, visual graphic accounts by both local photographers
like Christian and the mainstream media, the mood surrounding this moment was celebratory,
with supporters dancing and singing in delight that underlines the importance of this victory for
the students to combat the colonial structure that marginalized black bodies for a long time.
As a result of the #RhodesMustFall’s victory at UCT in April 2015, online activism in South
Africa inspired a next wave of student protestation in September 2015: this time in Wits
University. The continued use of the hashtag trend centered on the proposed fee hike of 10% to
all universities by the Department of Higher Education and Training, with student leaders from
Wits University adopting the movement #FeesMustFall with processes like #WitsShutdown, and
#EndOutsourcing through the Twitter platform to strengthen the movement through support from
workers and intellectuals respectively.82 This was collaborated with the #RMF still working on
UCT in the 2017 academic year, with notable protests like #Shackville (challenging
accommodation issues) the Cape student protests in October 2015 with visual accounts
showcasing a large mass of frustrated students marching towards Parliament for Dr. Blade
Nzimande, and black and trans students taking down art works at the UCT gallery, the
#FeesMustFall movement demanded an immediate shutdown of proposed fee hikes into the 2016
academic campaign, whilst taking a page from the #RMF book to also challenge additional
social issues that affected ordinary students at university. Henceforth, I found it striking when
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visual images of female students leading the march at Wits University were showcased on the
Twitter platform. However, it was not just a momentary decision to appease the public, but a
showcase of placing gender complexities aside for the objective of shutting the fee proposal
down at Wits University. As a result, images of women holding hands or showcasing a black fist
during peaceful protests described solidarity and defiance against the elite, which inspired
majority of campuses to join the movement in late 2015.
Reflecting on the use of social media platforms to preserve student resistance against the state,
the techniques of visualizing historic events have evolved, but the foundations have not. Since
the infamous 1976 student uprising in Soweto that has captured international attention thanks to
Nzima’s willingness to withhold the image of Pieterson’s body from the police, the role of visual
dynamics in anti-colonial South African history has grown dramatically. Amidst traditional
methods of capturing events (through digital camera), the use of smartphones in the present age
has increasingly become prevalent in the visual world. Nonetheless, it tells the story of student
dynamics through imagery, through the help of emotive language expressed by students in
various student-related moments like 1976, the removal of the Rhodes statue, and many protest
actions against fee hikes throughout multiple universities. Therefore, contemporary accounts on
the 2015/16 education crises fall back on visual imagery taken by photographers, video-graphic
experts and local activists as a tool to understand the emotive aspect of the movement, which
contributes much to the overall review of the #FMF. For example, various documentary sources
like #EverythingMustFall (2018), MTV’s accounts on #FeesMustFall (2018), and the highly
recommended “Luister” (coverage of Stellenbosch University) (2015) used imagery with help of
selected students to construct a particular narrative on the context of the #FMF and this is
accepted in the development of visual studies. However, it is preferable to critically evaluate
imagery with context but also dig into the emotive aspect showcased in both imagery and text.
The process of photo-voice, which enables the reader to visualize and listen to the author’s
account through imagery enhances this suggestion, as Prof. Luescher illustrates with
collaboration with selected students across South Africa to create awareness on the importance
of youth and challenge the state to find solutions to combat social inequalities in academic
spaces.83
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Reflecting on development and the contributions of each discipline to our understanding of
student mobilization and resistance history cannot be classified as “easier said than done”.
However, each discipline has made significant impacts to engagement on the common cause of
student activism and its complexities. Student activism has increasingly been examined by the
disciplines since the dawn of democracy and highlighted in detail during the height of the
2015/16 Fees Must Fall campaign. As such, as assisted by scholars like Albach, and Luescher,
the breakdown of student movements becomes a useful tool to analyze the origins, ideologies
and leaders behind different student campaigns in South Africa, the continent of Africa, and of
course, abroad as shown in the student archival project “Publica[c]tion. Note that student
activism in South African history was a call by anti-apartheid figures to spearhead the struggle
for democracy in black communities to public spaces and thus, is exhibited in historical
discourses in which African studies ensure its primary preservation to students and the public
respectively. With heavy assistance from early archival methods like oral accounts, student-led
newspaper outlets, from underutilized historiography, and early photography on student
resistance in the 1970s accessible in modern digital archival platforms, the discipline has
emerged to preserve the value of black history and equip students with the tools to resist colonial
warfare. For photography, it has exploded since the events at 1976 in which support from abroad
such as USA was shown, with the use of film photography to expose the brutality of Apartheid.
Moreover, it has become an important tool for students during the 2015 student campaigns
against the failures of the education department. This leads to the last point, through which the
demand for lost history, and continuous activism against the negative propaganda of students led
to the development of the Publica[c]tion by Naidoo and Ghamedze, in which the archive through
the collective grievance of students at different institutions calls for the promotion of
decolonizing our institutions, with the suggestion of investing in local knowledge production
than relying on widely used historical discourses.

CHAPTER 2
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ARCHIVES AS A TOOL OF STUDENT ACTIVISM (PART 1) - SOUTH AFRICAN
ARCHIVES AND SOWETO 76

The Soweto Uprising on 16 June 1976 proudly stands as a symbolic monument to the youth of
South Africa and its fearless resolve in the quest for black liberation. As we know, this is always
proclaimed and reflected annually on that day, whether it is at academic places like museums,
campuses, schools in communities, media outlets or in political rallies. What is interesting to
know is that within these annual proclamations, similar accounts of the movement are addressed
from the start of the protest to the end: the violent clashes between the students and police and
more often bring forth the setting in Soweto, where of course, the clashes happened and were
documented by those present. Whilst the events in Soweto became a trigger point for democracy
(with the help of photography) as the world later showed support for the student movements,
there were also continuous student uprisings outside of Soweto that added further fuel to the fire
from a political perspective, of which the government had to act decisively on the leaders
afterwards. In truth, various battles for liberation such as events in Cape Town in 1976 are not
shown enough in public discourses like museums and textbooks where student resistance is
concerned. Fortunately, this is where archives show its uniqueness in which various exclusive
accounts are preserved and taught to the public which, exposes some gaps within the wider
historical timeline of South African history. Therefore, this chapter seeks to underline the
importance of archives to student resistance in the 1970s. To fuel this argument, we look at
archives that have documented the student uprisings in Soweto, Cape Town and various
townships that place the Afrikaner NP government under immense pressure.

2.1 Public Discourse on 1976 student uprising
To analyze the situation briefly, historical narratives that point to the Soweto Uprising on 16
June 1976 are primarily exhibited in academic spaces available like museums, public, private
schools and all levels of tertiary academic study. In public consensus, the formation of the
protest on Soweto was the accumulation of political unrest and repression of academic freedom
for black students in the form of Bantu Education in which Former Prime Minister explained:
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“The Bantu must be guided to serve his own community in all respects. There is no place for him
in the European community above the level of certain forms of labour. Within his own
community, however, all doors are open” (exert from speech on Bantu Education by Prime
Minister Hendrick Verwoed, South African History Online).84
The establishment of Bantu Education as elaborated by Verwoed ensured that black students are
not worthy of being placed on the same pedestal as the Europeans. Contextually, segregation was
evident in tertiary studies as the top universities were reserved for white people and led to the
establishment of racial designated campuses in 1959 through the Extension of the Universities
Act, whilst under the direct control of Bantu Education. As a result, every institution was bound
by the National Party and teachers had to abide by these polices or risk expulsion. As expected, it
was met with anger from the anti-apartheid parties like the ANC Youth League who already
challenged the system with disobedience in the 1950s but would intensify in the 1960s starting
with the infamous Sharpeville Massacre that set the tempo for anti-colonial struggles in the latter
stages of the regime. Concerning the road to Soweto, biographical accounts pinpoint this path to
the emergence of Steve Biko and his tenure as a political activist. Reflected in the 40th
Anniversary celebration of the famous “I Write What I Like” publication by activist Njabulo
Ndebele, Biko’s biography was written to reflect on his early life and transitioned his time as a
youth before embarking on politics in the 1960s 85 Biko’s life was further demonstrated in public
museums, annual lectures addressed by distinguished figures and publications, with recent
accounts on Biko’s life as a devoted husband, politician and final hours during the rise of the
Black Consciousness movements.86 Importantly, the publications not only covered Biko’s early
life and his rise to prominence in the liberation struggle, but articulates the development of
black-led student movements that manifested the BC agenda such as the South African Students
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Organization in 1969 that mobilized the student body and community to withstand colonial
repression in the 1970s. For example, the BCM propaganda spread into various social challenges
such as labour exploitation which culminated in a mass worker strike of 60,000 that became the
“Durban Moment” in 1973, that, according to Cornelius Thomas, triggered the support of UWC
students in 1973 to march against the Apartheid system.87¶
The popularity of the BC agenda in the 1970s through a newfound African identity and solidarity
against oppression catapulted towards the infamous moment on 16 June 1976 when the uprising
in Soweto caught widespread media attention thanks to the iconic image of the deceased Hector
Pieterson captured by the late photographer Sam Nzima who sadly passed in 2018. Moreover,
this image became symbolic for the events that erupted before his passing, in which publications
and visual accounts again describe the plans of the students to march against the Afrikaans
policy that intentionally was designed to underutilize the abilities and potential of black students
to afford opportunities to the white Afrikaner students. As such, similar descriptions on the
uprising references the early march from Soweto through which a few hundred students
mobilized and steadily grew to thousands of participants before they were confronted by the
police, who became enraged by students singing struggle anthems like “Nkosi sikelel iAfrika”
(our current national anthem) that triggered the police into using live ammunition on the
students.88
The use of struggle music to showcase resistance to Apartheid is very insightful as it became a
source of strength to mobilize supporters in the fight against the regime despite the obvious risk
of arrest, injury or even execution by the NP, especially when society was manipulated in public
broadcasting according to local artist Clarence Ford, to downplay the black majority.89
Henceforth, it is intriguing that music became an instrumental tool for students to exhibit their
feelings towards the system such as Senzeni Na?, which became a timeless song since the 1970s
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due to its repetitive tone that translates to “What Have I/We Done?” which questions their
collective actions but follows with the phase “Sohlangana Ezulwini” (translated to “We shall go
to Heaven”) which speaks about the hope and belief of overcoming adversity, which in context,
refers to the end of the colonial regime.90Moreover, the piece was referenced in the 2016
addition of “Students Must Rise”, when local author Sibongile Mkhabela describes the
atmosphere of June 16, 1976 as optimistic and promising with songs like “Senzeni Na? Haveo
sethu bubumynana lamabhunu azyizinja” (What have we done? Our crime is our blackness.
These white rulers are dogs) heard around the streets of Soweto from Naledi High School which
characterizes the immense resentment towards colonialism but also igniting hope of victory in
the face of struggle.91 Anti-apartheid music is not forgotten in the academic world, as they are
stored in selected archival sites such as the South African History Archive, that withholds the
Shifty Records archive known for promoting anti-apartheid demonstrations through music, and
photographic approach during the Apartheid regime,92 therefore creating an environment of
defiance, unity and hope for activists.
Upon my early investigation into the protest, it was quite unique to uncover the significance of
1976 in public discourse. As stated above, this historic event is always showcased every year by
media outlets and further elaborated in student protests such as #FeesMustFall, linking the
movement to the student campaigns in the 1970s. However, the uprising is much broader in
terms of just one conform reliance to the suburb of Soweto, which is understood as the epicenter
of student revolts in the late 1970s and intensified after Biko’s death in 1977 when the NP
targeted the masterminds behind the movement. What academics must be wary is the risk of
overlooking communities that was also affected by the clashes that took place in Soweto, and
that subjective accounts on the uprising are not forgotten in the light of anti-apartheid struggle.
2.2 Archives on 1976 uprising - unrest in Cape Town
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The events of 1976 have impacted South Africa with major political implications on the line,
with education as the medium through which both parties contested. Since the events of Soweto
that showcased widespread protests into the night, similar protests flared up in response to the
clashes as Cape Town and surrounding areas also experienced public violence between students
and police after that infamous day in Soweto, under the baton of student leader Tsietsi Mashinini
of the Soweto Student Representative Council (SSRC) before he fled in 1977 to avoid
detainment by the NP.93Within the midst of public debates on the importance of 1976 to the
youth of South Africa, archival sources provide an added lens into student resistance in the
1970s, by which accounts from diverse areas become advertised. In addition, large portions of
current analysis to 1976 are largely owed to the findings of historic sources that covered the
uprising in Soweto which, in this sense, makes it quite predictable to pinpoint similar accounts to
the protest in 1976, apart from 1st hand accounts that have lived through these historical
moments. Sibongile Mkhabela, described her experience on events concerning Soweto 1976,
particularly her transition to high school under the re-established policy of Afrikaans as a
medium of instruction in 1974, which triggered black student-led organizations to participate in
continuous protests that culminated into the Uprising on 16 June 1976. 94
2.3 Youth uprising in Cape townships after June 1976: Events in Cape town and the 1980
class boycotts
Youth in Greater Cape Town (the Cape Flats) were not exempt from public clashes like Soweto.
Rather, the SAHO digital archive addressed that student resistance to the education system were
exhibited in tertiary studies in Cape Town that were purposefully designated for respective racial
groups by the NP government and intensified to a greater degree after the 1976 student uprisings.
Published in 2011, accounts collected by the archive, towards elements of student mobilization
in the Cape against Bantu Education in the 1960s when the ideas of Black Consciousness came
into effect. This is significant, for two reasons:
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That student resistance in Cape Town was alive and woke up various institutions irrespective of
racial segregation. For instance, the University of Cape Town was also affected by student
uproar during the Soweto Uprising, with black students spearheading the support in the central
premises of the campus as showcased by the university.95 The increasing act of black students
exhibiting resistance in a university that was reserved for white students by the National Party
made it evident that UCT had no choice but to support student activism against the system,
which placed pressure on the government.
In the 1970s, the BCM has infiltrated public universities through the South African Students
Organization, with universities such as the University of the Western Cape became an
instrumental part in the student resistance initiative under the leadership of former Rectors
Richard Van der Ross and Jakes Gerwel in the 1970s and 80s consecutively.96 In context, the
Black Consciousness Movement became a threat to the NP as the ideas of self-awareness and
black nationalism countered the oppressive acts established to maintain colonial authority. More
often, the 1967 Terrorism Act was used to suppress political opposition to the system, which
included student leaders to anti-apartheid opposition respectively. Like various universities under
the policy, UWC had to act accordingly and prevent students from organizing protests whilst
ensuring that education was still available respectively. This resulted in crackdowns of student
leaders such as Henry Issacs and Peter Jones (who were BCM leaders at UWC) that was expelled
from the premises.97 As a result, the archive articulates that UWC students were left with little
support to represent their grievances and had to come with a different strategy to combat the
oppressive education system of Bantu Education.
The banning of student leaders from universities clearly ensures that Prime Minister Botha was
determined to stop SASO and various student organizations from gaining the upper hand
politically.98 Specific crackdowns on leaders behind the student movement in Cape Town also
led to Biko’s arrest and trail in court in 1974 where he broke down the BC philosophy to the
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audience and prosecutors to critical detail.99 Addressed by Biko, black consciousness was born to
release the “black man” (black students) from colonial repression and re-imagine a future that
visions the goals of African identity (Ndebele, 52).100 Biko’s address resonated with the
student’s demand for change in the Cape schools, with UWC among the first institutions that
adhered to student demands in the suburbs of Bellville and Athlone respectively which led to the
first coloured Rector of UWC in Richard van der Ross in 1975.101 As such, the archive asserts
that within the mass struggle for political freedom in the interior of South Africa which the
media, and contemporary studies often discusses, student activism flourished in Greater Cape
Town that met the grievances of black students respectively.
After public clashes in Soweto that resulted in many arrests, injuries and deaths of young
students by the hands of the police force, students in Cape institutions showcased their support
for Soweto and later carried the momentum of the uprising into the suburbs. As student protests
continued in the interior through the method of class boycotts, Cape Town was next to witness
the next major student uprising since 16 June 1976 in Soweto and a protest that needs further
underlining in public campaigns. The infamous August 11 and 12 student protests that affected
townships like Gugulethu, Langa and Nyanga in solidarity of Soweto, was met with violent
confrontations by the police that resulted in the death of one student and many arrests
respectively.102
Salt River, too, was not spared from political unravel when students and teachers (coloured and
black) congregated and marched to Athlone Police Station to exhibit their utter displeasure
against the Afrikaans policy, and the system respectively. Documented and illustrated by the Salt
River Heritage Initiative (accessed through the YouTube platform), an organization that prides
on narrating the history of Salt River through collection of academic material that archives the
history of the community, Cape Town and South Africa respectively,103 this historic event
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became an underrated moment in the 1976 student resistance propaganda, due to Cape Town’s
history and the impact that Soweto has left on South African political landscape. It was explained
that the events of the school’s participation in the 1976 student protest at Athlone Police Station
resulted in the arrests of 13 people (10 students, 2 teachers and a parent), which is no different to
many protests that took place at the time (and in recent memory).104 Nevertheless, it signaled the
solidarity of coloured and black bodies against the racial discriminatory policy that the NP
established through Bantu Education, and that Cape Town was united in the battle against the
system, especially when the city was [and still] arguably considered the epicenter where colonial
settlements began. Although Salt River was situated close to the CBD and surrounding areas
demarcated for white settlers, it was nonetheless in solidarity with the Cape Flats, an area
specifically designed for coloured and black people by the government away from the CBD, to
combat the education system and heavy police presence, solely to prevent class boycotts at
schools. As the archive suggests, the relocation to the Cape Flats came with the same policies by
which the poor had to abide and adapt fast, and education was amongst the highest issues at the
time as Afrikaans became a medium of instruction to prevent further mobilization of student
movements such as SASO at the time. This is what Premesh Lalu coins as “petty apartheid” in
his recent work “Undoing Apartheid” through which he investigated the ongoing situation of
South Africa battling the effects of Apartheid since 1994.105
Although this protest may not be as prolific as the Soweto Uprising, images of the event as
recently exhibited by the UCT Visual Archives after the #RhodesMustFall movement back in
2015, reflects the protest where police showcased their brutality onto black civilians with
aggression but also ongoing images of support for the initial uprising where non-white civilians
exhibits immense pride in the midst of heavy violence that spread into September.106 As a result
the findings of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in 1999 indicated that a total of 72
coloured people were killed after protests in Cape Flats suburbs of Manenberg, Retreat, Hanover
Park, Elsies River, etc, which further enhances the brutality of the police upon stopping the
development of student protests after 1976, which expresses National Party’s increasing
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awareness of the student’s potential threat in the political sphere, especially when news of the
Soweto Uprising was received world-wide.107 In this sense, many black lives lost under police
brutality this was of no surprise, with the image of Pieterson’s death that informed the public on
the killings of young students outside of Soweto triggered more intensive protests in Cape Town.
Therefore, this moment that was reported in local newspaper outlets like Grassroots, awakened
further support against Bantu Education where coloured people later joined the protests with
UWC and UCT students leading the initiative to the CBD where the next batch of public clashes
ensued for the remainder of the 1976 academic year.108 The crucial aspect of this historical
moment in Cape Town was that student protests that occurred in the respective communities
carried further momentum which placed sustained pressure onto the NP where the government
had no further choice but to commit the act of targeting Steve Biko in 1977 and establish state of
emergencies to establish order in communities nationwide. Internally, the Cape student protests
fueled further damage to the economic growth of South Africa, when approximately 200,000
coloured workers boycotted their jobs, highlighting the impact of student activity in the Cape
that is marginally covered by national media outlets when the historical time frame of Youth Day
is discussed in public spaces. Furthermore, student protests continued into the 1980s, of which
student resistance became a frequent occurrence in the Cape townships that challenged social
issues such as labor disputes of poor workers and heavy military presence at schools in
communities like Hanover Park.109 To ensure that examinations continued as normal in schools,
the NP government had to display order to intimidate students, and that became evident in heavy
military presence in communities. As a result, class boycotts would ensue from 1979 under the
backing of the Congress of South African Students (COSAS) and the Azanian Students
Organization (ASO) that demanded the removal of military presence in schools and continued
into early 1980 in popular cities due to the arrest of students for protesting.110 The coordinated
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plan by students to continue with boycotts prompted discussions whether it was worth replacing
their academic careers at the cost of engaging in radical protest to overthrow the system but as
the archive notes, the risk of academic failure was the last of their concerns and this decision
carried into 1981 when multiple schools in Cape Town joined the boycotts along with UWC. The
decision to carry on with the protest was fueled by the deaths of two students, Bernard Fortuin
(15) and William Lubbe (19), by the hands of the police in Elsies River, which triggered an
approximate of 40 000 – 60 000 students to boycott schools across Greater Cape Town. It was
around the end of 1981 when student leaders, Ebrahim Patel, Zunaid Dharsey and Zenariah
Barends, who established the Committee of 81 that initially planned boycotts in 1981s, decided
to end the boycotts throughout the Western Cape but triggered the start of the Student
Representative Council (SRC), which we find in many universities and schools nationwide, to
represent the student body in academic meetings.111 Simply put, the events of the class boycotts
in Cape Town and surrounding areas during the early 1980s kick-started the formation of the
SRC to spread across the country with the goal to promote social justice and academic equality
for non-white students throughout multiple campuses, especially in the top universities like Wits,
Stellenbosch, and UCT.
To conclude, the acknowledgement of Soweto Uprising on 16 June 1976 will forever be etched
in anti-colonial history as student resisting the Afrikaans language of instruction brought forth a
youthful but more radical edge to the struggle for democracy in South Africa. Therefore, public
rallies and academic reflections on Soweto becomes a timeless factor in the understanding of
South African history for locals, and international students respectively. Whilst Soweto becomes
a timeless reminder of our history, major archival sites accessible in South Africa suggests and
calls for an investigative look into the aftermath of Soweto that further examines the impact of
Black Consciousness and the Bantu Education respectively, particularly on events in Greater
Cape Town and surrounding areas during the 1970s and 80s that further escalated the struggle
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against the regime despite the National Party’s response to end the course of the BC movement
since Soweto 1976, by any means possible. Thus, the archive not only preserves the anti-colonial
demonstrations in Cape Town but engages with the overall impact that BC has affected the Cape
dramatically and allows for a new insight into other towns within the Cape that is often “silent”
in the overall topic of 1976 student unrest.

CHAPTER 3

FALLIST MOVEMENTS IN 2015/16: PUBLICA[C]TION ARCHIVE AND THE PHOTO-
VOICE PROJECT (A BRIEF ANALYSIS)
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The 2015/16 student uprising in South Africa was a major student initiative that rocked both
tertiary institutions and the government respectively on their failure to commit to student welfare
and financial investment. As recorded by media and student activists within the academic world,
the protests initially started at UCT where the Rhodes statue was contested and successfully
removed from its premises and gave inspiration for the next wave of student uprising to roar and
shift towards the lack of financial investment from university management and government
respectively for the remainder of the 2015 academic year and worsened by late 2016. Due to the
intensity and mass coverage in which these movements spread, the academic table became filled
with discussion and debates on the impact student movements seek to bring to students from a
long-term perspective, and what the government must do to minimize the risk of further protests
to ignite. As such, recalling for the past 10 years witnessed discussions that cover the actions of
the students, with both perspectives defending the students and the government respectively,
with Vice-Chancellors of universities having to face immense criticism in the process during the
campaign. Within the intense debates and media propaganda fueling the protests, the crucial
aspect of these student movements lies in the subjective goals and aspirations calling for the
"fall" of individual social issues that made the movement unique but controversial as well. This
"fall" refers to the emerging social concept of "fallism" during the campaign that challenges and
demands the removal of social issues that affect poor students. Therefore, to process the overall
picture of the student movements briefly, I will touch on the Publica[c]tion archive by co-
producers Naidoo and Ghamedze and look at selected accounts from students on specific issues
that made the protests more intense in the latter half of 2015/16. This goes hand in hand with the
recent Photo-voice project by Prof. Thierry Luescher, in which the discourse of the project will
be unpacked through a poem called “Who Would Have Thought? by local UWC student Sphelele
Khumalo.

3.1 The makings of Publica[c]tion archive and the demand for decolonized education
As discussed earlier, the Publica[c]tion project archived and reflect on the impact the student
movements have left behind. Moreover, as depicted in the title, this project not only sought to
become a reflection for active students but an educational tool for students engaging in student
resistance/activist history respectively. Explained in the makings of the archive, this project is
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part of the ongoing promotion of decolonizing our tertiary institutions, with the method of
directing against the grain of predictable sources by popular intellectuals in what I can describe
as “challenging the authority”. This makes sense in the project when the “letter to the academy”
was published to expose the limitations that history as a discipline knew it had but chose to
overlook.112 Therefore, the central debate the archive focused on was to promote collective
writings from local students as a means of challenging the colonial pedagogy that has burdened
poor students from advancing further in life without financial or social restrictions.
The start of the archive, as reviewed by Ghamedze and Naidoo in 2020, showcased the map of
South Africa but with emphasis on universities visited by the producers, as they claim to have
driven a total of 3000 kilometers by kombi during the entire duration of the project that started
from February 2016 to July 2017.113Within the review, it is commendable to know that during
their travels to different universities and public spaces nationwide addressing this project, it came
with both radical and reserved responses from students in South Africa (specifically during
heated protests) bringing forth a balanced response to the project’s overall contribution, and
enabled the producers to brainstorm to a critical degree on the contributions that the archive can
bring to students participating in the movement and for those to understand what #FMF
contributed to the overall picture of rejecting the colonial paradigm.
3.2 The #FALLIST struggle: Further analysis of Publica[c]tion and Photo-voice Method.
At the conclusion of the map, the archive introduces us to subjective articulations on specific
issues each student/intellectual experienced at their respective institutions of learning. This
expression was powerfully written by PhD theorist Moshibudi Motimele of Wits University
during her article “Violence has nothing to do with the throwing of stones”, that rejects the
portrayal of students being violent by media outlets after images of public transport and property
badly damaged by the protests. Rather, it claims that this level of violence and power “comes
with a good conscious” by which students (as expressed throughout the archive) seek to live and
be taught without restrictions or conditions.114

https://uwcscholar.uwc.ac.za/home 



50

115Motimele, M pg. 5116 Fanon, F. “Black Skin White Masks”. London. Pluto Press. 1986.https://monoskop.org/images/a/a5/Fanon_Frantz_Black_Skin_White_Masks_1986.pdf. pg. 223117 Kamanzi, B. ‘Securitization and the Public University’, 2017. pp. 8 - 9

The concept that struck me in this article, and perhaps evident throughout the project revolved
around “power” and “violence”.115 In social disciplines, these concepts become prevalent to
discourses on oppression, racism and resistance the 3rdWorld experiences for decades, if not
centuries ago. The discourse surrounding white supremacy continues to evolve, but it agrees
policies of oppression established by the elite derives from their ideology where they believe that
the inferior race requires discipline and order and that the superior race (white) demands respect
and submission. Franz Fanon, renown by the academic world for his work on psychology on
racism in the West and in his hometown of Martinique (colonized by the French in 1635) where
Fanon described the oppressive nature of white supremacy that seek to cause division between
the indigenous people by conforming. Nevertheless, through this process of battling the
psychological battle invoked by the elite, Fanon encouraged us to counter this fight through a
critical self-examination near the completion of his writing, that re-imagines the purpose of
living.116
In the post-Apartheid era, debates on the legitimacy of democracy, and the legacy Apartheid has
left behind are on-going. Although it is a general discussion, the education sector affected by
remnants of the colonial past has triggered social unrest. As such, deployment of power by the
elite was to repress student confrontations during the mid-2010s illustrated in the two projects:
Security and heavy police presence - To be blunt, the actions of security stems from the desire to
disperse an emerging situation without critically engaging with the roots behind it, like that of
the 2012 Marikana tragedy when miners were shot, injured and killed by the police for protesting
low wages. Brian Kamanzi adds to the critique, of which armed presence from both sectors
(private security and police), respond to withstand pressure from student crowds against
university management.117 As a result, it becomes the norm by which repression of critique to
higher powers, are caused by armed police or security with a lack of an open-minded approach to
the actual message that must be heard. But violent clashes do not only occur in historical
landmarks like Parliament or the Union Buildings, but within academic spaces where students
should feel safe and be educated without feeling marginalized in the process. Therefore, it
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creates an environment that becomes toxic for students by which they must “liberate” themselves
from this intense hostility, with confrontation as a suitable option (8-9).118 The result of early
protest confrontation resulted in financial and academic damage during late 2015 into early 2016
with examinations delayed to different venues. The eventual delay in academic proceedings at
the Cape caused the former Vice-Chancellor from the University of the Western Cape Tyrone
Pretorious (not immune from criticism himself) to display his frustration when he sarcastically
underlined that the chaos at Wits spreads nationwide and leaves them to “clean up the mess”.119
Despite the accusations and sarcasm between politicians and academic figures on the cost of the
protest and calls for an immediate resolution thereof, it does not escape the issue of aggression
used by private security or police to disperse protests whenever the atmosphere becomes tense.
Not only does the act of aggression become invoked on campuses, but whenever students are in
direct confrontation with public figures. For instance, the stand-off between police, security and
the Cape students at Parliament buildings on 22 October 2015 where the act of securitization was
exhibited to protect Dr. Blade Nzimande who initially joked about “students must fall” after
facing the question of the fee proposal (Desai, 2018).120 The point does not advocate violence
upon public figures but it does raise the question of public figures living the privilege of resisting
confrontation and accountability by enforcing repression on students.
Media plays a particular role by means of relaying important news to the public audience.
However, media is central to deliver an accurate topic to the public domain, which becomes an
opportunistic method for the bigger powers to amass support at the expense of the other
challengers. Contextually, the use of media to disperse the challenge towards government
becomes useful, especially when the government has full support of the public. For instance, the
2018 award-winning documentary #EverythingMustFall covered media accounts during the
height of the protest in Wits University, which describes the challenges student activists
(Shaeerah Kalla, Vuyami Pambo and Mcebo Dlamini) faced as leaders of the Wits #FMF
movement when former V.C Adam Habib and Nzimande used the media and military tactics to
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disperse the protest.121 As a result, the narrative driven by the media to portray the students as
disruptive or misleading, caused mixed reactions within the public where support towards the
government would unfold, except the Economic Freedom Fighters political party who publicly
supported the initiative during the 2015 Mid-term Budget Speech in Parliament (My Africa,
2015).122 According to Leigh-Ann Naidoo, the Publica[c]tion archive becomes a place by which
open critique is allowed for both parties in this context, and through this approach students are
advised to critically engage with both aspects of academic resolutions available to them. This
includes the process of “killing” the media-driven narratives by the government such as
Marikana, TRC or the Heher Commission proposed by the government until progress has been
experienced in academic institutions where inequality is ever-present.123 The archive does not
fully ignore the scars left behind by the colonial past that was Apartheid and the British era
respectively because it remains part of our history. However, it is crucial that we as a democratic
society must work to progress as a nation and that accountability is shown for any mistakes made
by the government instead of repression. Therefore, the archive stands as a tool for activists to
challenge the failures of the state and the effects of the colonial legacy felt by the non-white
majority in the top universities govern by a pedagogical system that encourages racial
oppression.
Social issues that marginalize the student body - Several challenges faced by students
consistently are archived in this project, with each tone expressing anger over the failed
resolution to the system. Although the #FMF collectively engaged on the removal of fee hikes
proposed by the government, it later morphed into a movement where issues like masculinity,
outsourcing, service delivery and discrimination became priority by students, despite the
announcement of 0% in fees at the time. The diverse approach showcased by the movement
through shared experiences allowed for the promotion of trans-gender women to publicly express
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their beliefs to students particularly challenging the failures of the system that encourage
discrimination and crimes against women and transgender citizens highlighted in the archive.124
Economic miscalculations by the government that created the process of outsourcing enabled a
lack of sanitation to be witnessed by students primarily in less recognized tertiary spaces where
resources are scarce compared to the top campuses. For service delivery or sanitation to flourish
in our institutions, workers need to be under contract by a campus to render their services which
we understand as in-sourcing. What the government failed to understand was that by prioritizing
the Growth, Employment and Redistribution model to invest in the public sector, including
education, meant that privately-owned businesses, including overseas businesses (due to capital
relations) will impose their model on the affairs of the education structure, which results in the
loss of workers and students not in line with the model, which therefore, exhibits the process of
outsourcing. Although this process has been discussed in popular universities, historically black
campus suffers greatly due to poor quality and a lack of resources to sustain adequate sanitation
as some outsourced workers may have limited access to reach their respective place of work.
This was demonstrated through an article “Our Story to the World” by local official Luvo Jaza of
Walter Sisulu University where he amplifies his experiences along with many students on the
lack of educational investment by the state to create an adequate environment that enables better
results.125 The images taken by Jaza of restrooms in difficult conditions in residential flats
embodies the environment students are surrounded with, by which students must grapple with
due to high fees issued by the Department of Higher Education and Training annually, which
goes back to one issue above: outsourcing, thus exposing the limitations of the massification
process.
The domino effect of negative scenarios faced by lesser-known universities is argued to be
within the direct consequences of government interventions after the Apartheid era. Yes, South
Africa is still licking its wounds from the extremist racial segregationist system known as
Apartheid but for nearly 3 decades, the populous looked to the ANC for renewed hope and
equality with the intervention of the TRC seen as a stepping-stone for a reconciled nation.
However, reflecting on the movement presently, the lingering effects of trauma and isolation still
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exist and crept back in after the ANC’s turn to capitalist models to sustain the economic system
that they have risked due to blanket opening of students to all universities and not planning
correctly on financial investment before this act was implemented. Therefore, in the defense of
Habib, who faced immense criticism for his involvement in the #fmf struggle, critiqued the
government for failing in the late 1990s to correct the economic system that would have created
a better outcome for students, which caused universities to adjust to the fee hikes due to a lack of
financial investment coming from the DHET.126 As such, the system established by the
government to enhance economic growth facades the reliance on capitalism in the post-1994 era.
The continuous demand for a decolonized education system became sporadic during the Covid-
19 pandemic, where social distancing and proper attention to health became compulsory. Despite
the calls for social protocols, it did not stop students from congregating on the grounds calling
out for university management that eventually led to police intervention. Addressed by Kamanzi,
securitization does not bring forth the intent of preserving the teaching of students not involved
in the protest but protects the wealth at the expense of those who don’t have that pleasure.127
Although we cannot demand the police not to abide by the law set forth by the constitution,
critiques to the aggressive nature that is enforced on protests have been the site of discourse by
the public since the Marikana protests in 2012 that resulted in the deaths of 34 miners.128 Thus
was the case with the #FeesMustFall protests captured publicly by mainstream media during late
October respectively when students in Cape Town and Johannesburg marched to the historic
landmarks like the Union Buildings and Parliament (where key politicians were present) against
the fee hike but was met with police aggression once the situation got tense.

3.3 Photo-voice project: Khumalo’s poetry address to resist the “Mandela Dream”
The recent project on the #FeesMustFall movement directed by Prof. Thierry Luescher and Dr.
Saleem Badat since 2015 (completed in 2022), like the Publica[c]tion archive, sought to create
awareness on the combative struggle that students are engaging against the state to ensure a
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secure future for future generations of local students. In addition, it sought to continue the
activist nature that students need to maintain pressure on the government through the reflections
of the #FeesMustFall protests that rocked the public in 2015. As the movement centralized its
motive on the elimination of fee hikes for 2016 (which slightly became acknowledged), various
social aspects connected to the fee hikes also needed to be addressed to the public, to ensure that
the perception of “free education” was not only due to the proposal made by Nzimande in
September, but that the seeds of student resistance emerged from decades of colonial enterprises
that oppresses the less privileged.
Upon reading the content of the project that addresses key challenges that students encounter
day-by-day, a poem called “Who Would Have Thought” (1976 Reloaded) beautifully written by
local UWC student Sphelele Khumalo, encapsulates the anger, betrayal and determination of the
student body to decolonize the education system “promised” in 1994:
“Young, old,
Black and white,
Rich and poor,
The oppressor and the oppressed,
Who would have thought that the bomb was going to explode,
Past 25+ years of fallacious democracy,
The centre can no longer hold,
State violence re-activated,
Black bodies on the line again,
Back at the gates of 1976 student protest, arent we?
The lullness of 1994 politics can no longer pass unchallenged!
We move past the Mandela Dream,
Hopefully Biko, Sobukwe, Sankara, Cabral, Garvey, are ready for us,
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Long live the Spirit of 1976! Long life!129
Although the poem is placed in the 3rd chapter of the project, which centers on historic struggles
spearheaded by youth, the emotive language expressed through the realization that society
through education has not transformed characterizes a broader scope of issues synonymous with
colonialism. The first 4 lines of the poem is a call to the public regardless of age, race, class with
resembles the next line “The oppressor and the oppressed”.130 At this stage, the poem does not
specifically apply to black students or community only because post-Apartheid era South Africa
still lingers from the scars of the colonial structure that was officially established in 1948, which
kick-started the racial categorization of blacks, whites, coloured and Asian groups that we
understand, live and practice respectively. Rather, this “public” address stems through the
inspiration of previous anti-colonial predecessors such as Frantz Fanon, who witnessed, and
lived through experiences of racial inequality under the process of imperialism, and thus
suggested that each generation must discover their mission, and in consideration of the social
conditions, has to make a life-changing choice that impacts the future.131
The first 4 lines paves the way for the central message that Khumalo addresses, which is the
“fallacious democracy” that was promised to South Africa in 1994. Currently, we have reached
31 years since 1994 and intensive debates on whether we are indeed a unified democracy has
become never-ending, with the emphasis being placed on the quality of democracy than quantity
by which citizenship and diversity become priority in the political landscape.132 Nonetheless, the
“fallacious democracy” resembles the incorrect decisions made by the government since 1994
that caused students to feel betrayed in the process, which is further replicated in the next 3
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stanzas. This is owed by the education systems lack of adapting to a new era promised by late
president Nelson Mandela, with its reliance with the foreign capitalist model to restructure the
economic system as addressed earlier. Furthermore, pointed out by Khumalo within the phrase,
and what the following chapter addresses is spaces structured to oppress students, which caught
public and academic attention since the #RhodesMustFall protests at UCT, which speaks to the
issue of colonial statues simultaneously.133 Given the likely scenario that the education system
along with the economic structure has not undergone a change to drastically improve the social
conditions for that period (and now), it could only bring about one memory: 1976.
This brings forth the change in tone Khumalo addresses publicly: that the supposed “1994
politics” should be challenged and revised, and that the “Mandela Dream” as promoted by the
government in national rallies and annual addresses should not be taken without evaluation. Bear
in mind that Mandela hoped for a society free from black or white domination and that all can
live without resentment. Well, it becomes a tough task when decades or even centuries of
colonial oppression on local inhabitants have steered intense resentment to brew and become
exceptionally difficult when the government has debated the brand and legacy of Mandela even
though we still experience fragments of social inequality that previous generations fought to
eradicate during the colonial regime. This comes after a decade of parliamentary debate between
politicians that has critiqued Nelson Mandela’s reputation like Julius Malema (who called him a
“sell-out” regarding the approach to negotiation phase in 1990) and the recent situation where an
organization was proposed under Mandela’s name.134 Furthermore, in the Big Debate Show that
focused on #RhodesMustFall, the first segment of the debate focused on the argument for
Rhodes’ legacy to be maintained was that Mandela supported his funding and called for Rhodes
to be remembered, which eventually became a controversial decision, knowing the contrasting
legacies these respective figures left behind.135 Although it is one aspect of broader discussions
on our history, it cannot be helped that it was inevitable for students to look past the “Mandela
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Dream” and idolize the compatriots listed in the poem who paved the way for students to engage
in the political framework that governs our society.
Finally, the end of the poem signifies Khumalo’s stance to the public that students, involved or
not, will look past the 1994 propaganda and idolize the works of 1976 (Long live the Spirit of
1976!) and the pioneers behind that moment are “ready for us”, encouraging a revolutionary
stance to the public. A call acknowledged by former Vice-chancellors themselves based on the
sheer scale of the protest along with interconnected concepts that intensified the protests to
become “legitimate”.136
In consideration, it shares its concerns and demands with various chapters located in this project.
The poem carries more impact and uniqueness as listening and reflecting on our history, and
current affairs blends well to understand the core issues students face. With each chapter sharing
a discourse in relation to the selected 35 students from various institutions outside the top
universities, it represents the coming of age by which student activism has a say in the
educational and social aspects of South Africa, as shown in a variety of images where student
leaders immerse themselves with community members and students alike, in close resemblance
to the Publica[c]tion archive where local knowledge production becomes promoted to the wider
academic discourse.
With all the hurdles that South Africa has experienced a decade ago with the #FeesMustFall
protests that caught media attention nationally and globally, it is quite simple that education is
still an ongoing struggle that is clashed between both parties today. To add, the reality is that
social inequality still lurks in our society which has turned the heads of government to resort to
capitalist models that inflict the futures of students that are underprivileged. However, the reality
of this modern era does not indicate a change in the revolutionary stance that the anti-colonial
movements have carried, ever since the days of the Apartheid regime. It is thanks to the
development of academic reflections that keeps the legacy of the movements alive in students’
hearts with further impetus to emphasize the importance of the student body in politics. In both
academic and historical context, the two projects have complimented each other fantastically to
achieve their mission of preserving the legacy of the #FeesMustFall struggle along with many
issues associated with the campaign respectively but also used the campaign to promote tools of
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investigating socio-political moments that improve our understanding of student
resistance/political history. The Publica[c]tion archive, birthed from the climax of the
#FeesMustFall, drew courage from a lack of local academic sources utilized from the academy
on youth struggle with the intention of advertising subjective struggles against public notions by
mainstream media that often criticize students for their acts in public spaces. This creates an
environment that encourages students to reflect on previous student struggles that happened long
ago but also enables them to re-think ways to mobilize as a student body to inflict change in a
university in which students can be less stigmatized by others. Luescher et al's production of the
"photo-voice" project characterizes similar traits but with a creative sense of re-imagining the
emotive aspect of the moment through imagery. Remotely like the way we watch documentaries
and films, the project takes us into the moments that students (selected) were involved in, with
added fuel through expressive poems and 17 chapters unpacking social issues students grapple
with daily, including the projects methodology within the specific duration given to the
participants. In the overall sense of understanding anti-colonial history, the project retains the
historical discourse that South Africa is blessed with. Furthermore, it adds to the understanding
of student dynamics in South Africa but slightly moves against the grain where it promotes
subjective stories of ordinary citizens with their talents like Publica[c]tion (seen in poems,
involvement in communities) that is involved in organizations and local communities. This is
what students yearn for, that communities share in the success of future black students that
results in a positive outcome for their social well-being and breeds forth more generations of
successful leaders that can take on the baton and run with it in the coming future and perhaps,
what the two projects visualize through their respective academic tools.
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Final Reflections

It is clear that South Africa as a “multi-racial” society has not recovered from the bondage of
social inequality inflicted by colonialism, with its mental scars still lingering in poor
communities since the Apartheid regime. However, it is safe to acknowledge the reality by which
the state finds itself ever since our first steps into democracy, it has opened doors for critical
reflection and suggestion for the future of South Africa, primarily in its education spectrum.
Since the 2015/16 fees protestation in public spaces by students took place, this stance has
enlightened and resurfaced the urgent need to transform the perceived social norms associated
with education, that as a result marginalized students from promising careers. Furthermore, the
protestation of the lack in financial and educational investment into student welfare from the
state triggered a multitude of academic, and media-driven responses but also became a
reflection-process into the works of students towards achieving democracy in April 1994.
Although it is noteworthy that historiography evolves and breeds different viewpoints from
different authors, resistance archives continue to remain a timeless tool to achieve "full
understanding" of the discipline. This is no different from anti-colonial history in South Africa,
when national archives such as the South African History Online and South African History
Archive were established and adapted in the digital age to preserve the silent voices against the
Apartheid era in the 1980s and thus, nurture and equip local activists to contest the colonial
paradigm in historic white universities such as the events that occurred in UCT and Wits
University respectively. However, this has not stopped as activist archives in digital or hand-
written format have continued to mobilize and equip local scholars to advocate for social justice
and decolonization in our communities and this is inspired through the willingness of authors to
contribute to that change. Contemporary archives like Publica[c]tion co-produced by local
activists at the time Dr. Leigh-Ann Naidoo and Asher Ghamedze along with many local scholars,
typifies the meaning of enhancing local production to advocate for an improved social condition
in academic spaces. As a result, there is only so much contributions archivists and activists can
bring to the table, and that it lies towards each individual to realize its self-worth and purpose in
a developing society still ridden by the lasting effects of its Apartheid legacy. Whether it is a
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discourse that requires more analysis in future, time will tell but for sure a discourse that requires
the contributions of our archival centers from the past and present.
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Notes and abbreviations¶

Cold War – A war that was influenced by ideologies and competition between the USA, that
represented capitalism, and the USSR, that represented communism, after World War 2 until
1989
DA – Democratic Alliance. The official opposition to the African National Congress in post-
apartheid South Africa and the second-largest political party.
DHET – Department of Higher Education and Training
EFF- Economic Freedom Fighters. The third-largest political party and was founded by Julius
Malema after he left the ANC
#FMF – Known as #FeesMustFall by students. A progressive nationwide student movement in
2015/16 that challenged the stark increase in annual fees at tertiary schools along with student-
related issues like racism and education.
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Mayibuye Centre for History and Culture – A renowned archive located in the main library at the
University of the Western Cape (UWC) in Cape Town.
PAC – Pan Africanist Congress. An anti-apartheid movement founded by Robert Sobukwe who
rivaled the African National Congress during the Apartheid regime.
Reitz Four – A discriminatory event that recalls four white students from the University of the
Free State who filmed initiation rituals on five black campus workers in 2007.
SAHA – South African History Archives. A non-governmental human rights archive established
in the 1980s by the anti-apartheid activists to promote awareness of struggle and justice in South
Africa
SASO – An anti-apartheid group founded by Steve Biko that promoted Black Consciousness.
SRC or Student Representative Council – The highest statutory student governance structure at
university level. Involved in student interests, rights and the well-being in institutional decision-
making.
SSRC or Soweto Student Representatives Council – A pivotal student organization founded in
1976 that protested Afrikaans as a medium of instruction in South African schools
UCT – University of Cape Town
VC or Vice-Chancellor – A chief executive officer and academic leader of a university.
Wits – University of the Witwatersrand
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