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Abstract

This proposed study aims to examine the discourse related to the environment within the
Islamic tradition. Employing a qualitative research approach, the investigation utilizes
content analysis to scrutinize sacred sources and selected videos featuring influential shaykhs
advocating for environmental conservation and echo-jihad. The theoretical framework of the
study is eclectic and it is based on corpus linguistics, discourse analysis, and magasid al-
Sharath. The data collection process involves a systematic selection of sacred sources (i.e.,
the Nobel Qur'an and the Noble Hadith), coupled with corpus-assisted qualitative content
analysis. Such methodology will enable us to identify key themes, concepts, and principles
associated with environmental preservation in the Islamic tradition. The analysis of sacred
sources offers insights into the theological and ethical foundations underpinning the advocacy
for environmental stewardship in Islamic discourse. Moreover, the study involves the
selection and thematic analysis of audio-visual discourse featuring well-known Islamic
scholars and shaykhs with a view to examining how contemporary Islamic scholars articulate
environmental concerns and the recently-coined concept of ‘echo-jihad’. The thematic
analysis of this speech corpus deals with the narratives, arguments, and strategies adopted by
the shaykhs to raise awareness about environmental issues. Moreover, it examines the ways
in which they establish connections between environmental preservation and broader Islamic
teachings and concepts. The findings of this study contribute to the growing field of Islamic
environmentalism and echo-Jihad. Moreover, the findings and recommendations of the study
may address the escalating environmental challenges globally, with a specific focus on those
faced by Arab and African countries, such as the incidents at Beirut Harbor, the Safer Oil
tanker in the Red Sea, random destructive fishing especially in conflicted areas like Somalia

and Yemen, global warming, and related concerns.

1. Introduction

Allah, the Almighty, created and honored us, bestowing upon us the responsibility to
maintain this Earth. In order to fulfill this stewardship, Allah has made everything in this
universe a sign of order, precision, and harmony and nothing in this world was created
without a purpose. This universe was created based on the principle of balance and
equilibrium, as mentioned in the Qur'an: "Verily, We have created everything in due
measure"” (Surah Al-Qamar, verse 49). Allah also said: "And everything with Him is

according to a determined measure™ (Surah Ar-Ra'd, verse 8). One of the important graces
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that Allah has provided for humans is the natural environment, which is an inseparable part of
the magnificent system of this universe. Allah has urged humans to preserve the health of the
environment. The religious laws and regulations prohibit and condemn the pollution,
destruction, contamination, and disruption of life in the environment(Mohammed, 2023). It is
widely recognized in Islamic discourse that environment encompasses the surroundings in
which humans reside, and Allah bestowed upon mankind the responsibility of stewardship on
Earth. This argument is in line with the teachings of the Noble Qur'an, in which God says:
"Indeed, I will make upon the earth a successive authority” (Surah Al-Bagarah, 30). Hence,
for humans to carry out this entrusted duty effectively, Allah has provided them with a
suitable living environment. Apart from performing the various acts of worship, humans have
been assigned the task of preserving the environment and are encouraged to maintain
cleanliness. Allah has endowed them with all the essential elements for life, including living
organisms and inanimate objects, which can ensue the sustainability of a balanced human
existence within a healthy and clean environment. This purpose is regarded as one of
Magasid al-sharia ‘the noble objectives of Islamic law’ (Auda, 2008). Due to the vocal role
and the great significance of environment, Allah has established legal principles that impose
an obligation upon humans to safeguard and conserve their living environment. Islam urged
people, individuals and communities not to cause harm or degradation to environment. Each
individual person bears responsibility for their actions towards the environment or the
ecological sphere in which they dwell. It is upon this premise that our motivation to
undertake this study arises.

2. Statement of the Problem
The current state of our planet is marked by rapid environmental and ecological deterioration
caused by climate change, and human activities continue to contribute significantly to the
degradation and destruction of the environment (Hove, Rathaha, & Mugiya, 2020; Shende,
Janbandhu, & Patil, 2015). It is crucial to acknowledge that environmental safety and health
are closely intertwined with the lives of human beings, who are considered as stewards of the
Earth by divine mandate. Furthermore, this responsibility extends beyond human life to
encompass all living creatures, including plants, animals, and inanimate objects.
Consequently, this study aligns with a time when local, regional, and international
organizations and institutions, including Islamic ones are increasingly raising awareness
about environmental pollution, which afflicts numerous countries across all continents

(Koehrsen, 2021). The issue of global warming has exacerbated the situation (Al-Nasir,
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2022). It poses a grave threat to the environment and living organisms due to elevated levels
of greenhouse gases resulting from human activities, such as water vapor, methane,
chlorofluorocarbons, and carbon dioxide. This imbalance presents a significant danger to the
survival of living organisms. It is the contention of this study that religion can play a vital
role in the protection of environment and the protection of human life as well. These are two
of the noble objectives of sharia or Islamic law. Hence, the analysis of Islamic discourse on
environment and its protection and the alignment of this discourse with magasid al-sharia
principles is essential for an ethical and sustainable use of environmental and natural
resources.

3. Objectives of the Study
This proposed study aims to examine the discourse pertaining to the environment within the
Islamic tradition. The investigation utilizes content analysis to examine the treatment of
environment in primary Islamic sources, namely the Noble Qur'an and the Prophetic
tradition. It will also explore the major themes and topoi in the oral discourse of influential
shaykhs who advocate for environmental conservation and echo-jihad. In doing so, this study
sheds light on the preservation and protection of the environment from an Islamic
perspective. Moreover, the study will find out whether the preservation of the environment
genuinely aligns with all or some of the magasid al-shariah ‘the Nobel objectives of Islamic
law’.

4. Questions of the study
The study aims to answer the following questions:

1. How does the Noble Qur'an conceptualize the universe and the natural environment?

2. What are the predominant themes found in prophetic hadiths addressing

environmental concerns?
3. What topoi are evident in the sermonic discourse of Muslim scholars when discussing
contemporary ecological issues?
4. Does the preservation of the environment genuinely align with the five magasid

‘noble aims’ of Sharia ?
5. Rationale

This study holds specific significance due to Islam's profound emphasis on environmental
health and general cleanliness. Islam considers these aspects as integral parts of worship and

essential components of the religion itself. The first chapter revealed in the Qur'an
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emphasizes the pursuit of knowledge with the verse, "Read in the name of your Lord who
created...” (Surah Al-Alaqg, 1). It is followed by Surah Al-Muddathir, where Allah states,
"And your clothing purify"” (Surah Al-Muddathir, 3). This verse explicitly calls for attention
to cleanliness in its broader sense. Islam promotes cleanliness in clothing, food, drink,
residences, streets, roads, cities, water sources, and other areas. It strictly prohibits littering
and causing pollution that degrades the environment and its components. Numerous hadiths
(sayings of Prophet Muhammad) emphasize the importance of cleanliness and environmental
said, "Verily, Allah is pure, and He loves purity. Cleanse #health. For example, the Prophet
your courtyards and dwellings..." (Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 2799). Islamic faith has taken the lead
in protecting and looking after the environment by enacting legislation that ensures its
preservation and the safeguarding of life within it. Islamic jurisprudence has translated these
(Issa, 2018). Considering the aforementioned laws and regulations into practical practices
significance of the environment and its health, this study adopts a teleological and critical
discourse analysis approach to demonstrate the impact of Islamic texts and teachings in
prioritizing cleanliness and environmental health. It is hoped that the findings of the study
will present various solutions provided by Islamic law to address environmental issues. The
fact that Islamic texts consider cleanliness and environmental health integral to worship adds
an impetus to the Muslim community to safeguard the environment. Moreover, the findings
of this study contribute to the growing field of Islamic environmentalism and echo-Jihad. The
findings and recommendations of the study may address the escalating environmental
challenges globally, with a specific focus on those faced by Arab and African countries, such
as the incidents at Beirut Harbor, the Safer QOil tanker in the Red Sea, random destructive
fishing especially in conflicted areas like Somalia and Yemen, global warming, and related
concerns.

6. Limitations

The study will be delimited by Islamic sacred texts, namely the Qur'an and Sunnah, which
exhibit a remarkable emphasis on the preservation and care of the environment. Our approach
will be linguistic and teleological, seeking to shed light on the underlying magasid
‘objectives of Islamic law’. Furthermore, we will engage in a comprehensive exploration of
the oral discourse surrounding this subject. For this purpose, the statements, sermons and
viewpoints expressed by esteemed Muslim scholars concerning environmental preservation
and protection will be compiled and thematically analyzed.

7. Literature Review
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Several studies have dealt with environment and its challenges across social sciences and
humanities. However, to the best of our knowledge, studies that dealt with the environment
through a magasid approach seem to be limited. The following sub-sections will survey the
literature related to our study.

7.1. Environment and Sustainable Development: Islamic Perspective

Hawaas (2010) explores he relationship between the environment and sustainable
development from Islamic perspective. The study emphasizes that the relationship between
development and the environment cannot be divorced from human formation, specifically
ethical formation that ensures the sustainable and ethical interaction with the environment.
While many laws and frameworks attempt to regulate human behavior towards the
environment, various environmental problems remain existent and the desired outcomes have
not been achieved. In this context, religions seem more powerful than human laws. Islamic
teachings educate individuals and shape their behaviors towards their surroundings, urging
positive interaction. The environment is the encompassing milieu for humans and thus its
protection and sustainability are given priority in Islamic teachings and ethics.

Jassam Al-Rawi (2023) explores Qur'anic directives related to sustainable development and
the role these directives play in human development, earth construction, and the preservation
of resources. The study points out that the Nobel Qur'an include a considerable number of
verses that address various aspects of sustainable development, including renewable energy.
The study shows that the Qur'anic directives are in line with those endorsed by the United
Nations General Assembly in 2015. Employing an objective methodology, the study
involves the interpretation of verses, based on the works of eminent exegetists and
interpreters. Additionally, the study attempts to challenge misconceptions that perceive
progress, civilization, and sustainable development as Western ideas incompatible with the
spirit of Islam.

Mustafa (2022) addresses the contemporary issue of sustainable development, exploring its
dimensions and objectives through the lens of Islamic Sharia . The study argues that that
despite the recent emergence of the concept of sustainable development, it is grounded in the
fundamentals of Islamic religion. Hence, the study examined the concept of sustainable
development within the framework of Islamic Sharia , which aims to promote the well-being
of individuals in both their worldly affairs and the hereafter. The study emphasized the need
to derive legal rulings from Islamic texts. Muslims are obliged to protect the environment,

endorse sustainable development programs, and uphold the principles of Islamic Sharia . In a
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similar vein, Al-Qadri (2023) investigated the role of Islamic legislations in the achievement
of sustainable development. It deals with the Islamic perspective on sustainable
development, drawing insights from the Holy Qur'an, the Prophetic tradition (Sunnah), and
Islamic legislation. The study concludes that Islam prioritizes the promotion of sustainable
development, environmental protection, and the preservation of ecological balance. The
findings of the study emphasize the significance of recognizing the rights of future
generations concerning the environment and its resources, as evident in Qur'anic texts,
Prophetic traditions, and Islamic legislation.

7.2. Climate Change and Acts of Worship

Al-Nasir (2022) examined the impact of climate change on worship from a comparative
jurisprudential perspective. While climate change is a natural phenomenon influenced by
solar cycle variations, human activities since the nineteenth century, particularly the burning
of fossil fuels such as coal, oil, and gas, have emerged as the primary cause of climate
change. Given the adaptability of Islamic Sharia to all times and places, this study highlights
the comprehensiveness of Islamic Sharia and its ability to address contemporary issues.

In a similar vein, al-Qaradawi (2006) discussed the various environmental concerns such as
pollution, depletion of environment resources, and imbalance in the environment. For
Qardawi, depletion of environmental resources is a kind of corruption threatening everyone.
The study calls for collective solutions and mechanisms that can safeguard environment and
humans.

7.3. Protection of Environment: Islamic Perspective

Issa (2018) deals with the protection of Islam for environment from a theological
perspectives. The study emphasizes that Sharia texts explicitly prohibit humans from
polluting, damaging, or disrupting life. Climate change is considered a prominent issue of the
modern era, and Islamic teachings predate governmental and international efforts in
safeguarding the environment. Islamic jurisprudence encompasses rules and regulations that
ensure environmental protection and emphasize practical implementation. Islamic texts, for
instance, encourage the preservation of water sources, prevent any abuse or wastefulness for
these resources, and imposing severe penalties for water pollution. In a similar vein,
maintaining pure air is one of the noble aims of Sharia. Early scholars advocate for

afforestation and discouraging unnecessary tree cutting to balance atmospheric gases. In fact,
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Islam seeks to achieve the well-being of all of Allah's worshipers through environmental
conservation.

Khalaf (2022) evaluates the current state of environmental preservation in Islamic teachings
and its practical manifestation. The findings highlight that while Allah created nature in its
best form with a balanced ecological system capable of self-renewal, human activities today
adversely impact the environment, leading to pollution and ecological degradation. The study
emphasizes the need for humans to recognize their responsibility in preserving the
environment as a religious duty and ethical imperative. The recommendations include
promoting ecological awareness, implementing sustainable practices, and adhering to the
principles outlined in Islamic teachings that underscore the protection of nature,
encompassing the air, water, and land. Ultimately, environmental preservation is deemed
essential in achieving the broader goals of Sharia, linked to the well-being of individuals,
society, and the economy.

Saad (2019) addresses the process of sustainable development in the light of the
jurisprudence of interests (Masalik), The study concludes that the attainment of true
happiness and comprehensive, sustainable development for humanity is guaranteed by God if
they adhere to His laws and implement His regulations. The study shows that any
environmental concerns or resource depletion stem from human non-compliance with the
commandments of Sharia. The jurisprudence of interests emphasizes the preservation,
development, and responsible utilization of environmental resources for the benefit and
prosperity of humanity. It also categorizes interests into daruriyat ‘necessities’, hajiyat
‘needs’, and tahsinaat ‘enhancements’, providing a framework for prioritizing sustainable
development known as the jurisprudence of balances or prioritization jurisprudence.
Furthermore, the study highlights the alignment of the jurisprudence of interests with the
goals and tools of sustainable development, affirming their compatibility with the principles
of Islamic law. Likewise, Haroush (2021) tackled the importance of protecting environment
in Islamic teachings. The study focuses on Islamic moral values and jurisprudential rulings
that call for preserving the environment. The study underscores the role of educational
institutions in any official or unofficial preservation efforts.

7.4. Magasid Studies and Environment

Al-Busayli & Kahil (2015) explored the development and preservation of environment in the
lights of the five noble aims of Sharia, namely, the preservation of religion, life, progeny,

intellect, and wealth. It is emphasized that these essential objectives are not exclusive to
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Islam but are universal across various religions and cultures. The preservation of the
environment is intricately linked to these objectives, forming a dynamic and reciprocal
relationship. The scholars assert that, both legally and ethically, these objectives can only be
maintained through environmental conservation. Scholars have recognized the environment
as an independent objective, while the majority integrate it within the established objectives.
Historical records in Islamic literature document the continuous relationship between
environmental well-being and the preservation of religion, life, progeny, intellect, wealth, and
honor throughout Islamic history.

Similarly, Al-Rukh (2019) tackles the preservation and protection of environment from the
viewpoint of magasid. The study emphasizes that Islamic Sharia is applicable in all times and
places, and understanding the objectives and wisdom intended by Sharia rulings is essential
in contemporary circumstances. The study recommends that scholars need to investigate
Islamic Sharia thoroughly to extract and highlight its objectives. Understanding Sharia texts
will enable us to promote environmental awareness and address and diagnose environmental
issues. Furthermore, uncovering the noble goals of Sharia will enhance endeavors to
counteract diverse types of environmental pollution and guide industrial enterprises in
tackling environmental issues originating from various sectors. Shahata (2008) tackles
Islam’s vision for environmental preservation. The study critically examines Islam's
distinctive approach to environmental conservation. It underscores Islam's profound
consideration for both the broader environment, cherished by God, and the immediate
surroundings, comprising homes, streets, neighborhoods, soil, and water bodies. It advocates
for the prevention of diseases, collective efforts towards maintaining environmental
cleanliness and safety, as well as mutual assistance. The research echoes the Islamic principle
that God aids His servants as long as they assist their brethren.

al-Shahri (2010) deals with the protection of environment in the light of the Noble Qur'an and
the prophetic Sunna. The study reached a number of recommendations that encompass
various aspects of environmental conservation and ethical responsibilities. The study
underscores the avoidance of extravagance and wasteful use of environmental resources,
because such practices lead to corruption on Earth as stated in the Qur'an. The study also
emphasizes the necessity of raising awareness among people through diverse media channels
about the ethical and religious duty to preserve the environment. Additionally, the study
recommends the activation and establishment of organizations and civil societies for

environmental conservation, as harming nature directly impacts humanity as a whole.
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Moreover, the study highlights the significance of promoting a culture of responsible water
usage. Most importantly, the study contends that there is dire need for Islamic environmental
legislations derived from the teachings of Islam to guide planners and decision-makers in
developing strategies for environmental resource management.

Other studies that tackle environmental issues from Islamic perspectives include Faruqi’
study on Water management (Faruqi, 2002) and al-Khayyat ‘s study on the environmental
health in the Balance of Islam (al-Khayyat,1999).

Echo linguistic Discourse Analysis

There is a dearth of studies that dealt with echo-linguistic aspects of Islamic discourse. One
of these studies is Mohammed (2023), which analyzes how the FSO Safer oil tanker crisis is
framed in Arab media. By utilizing corpus analysis tools like Sketch Engine, the study
examines themes in media reports from 2019 to 2022, including sermons and oral Islamic
discourse on the issue. The study identifies key themes such as environmental catastrophe,
economic consequences, and political manipulation. It shows that different media outlets,
especially those aligned with conflicting political groups, use language to shift blame and
politicize the issue, with strategies like omitting key facts and overemphasizing their own
narrative. The study also highlights how human actions are portrayed as central, while nature
is depicted passively, reinforcing an anthropocentric view. The findings emphasize the role of
discourse in shaping public perception of environmental issues amidst political conflict. More
studies will be surveyed in the actual thesis.

8. Theoretical framework

The theoretical and conceptual framework of this study is based on a combined approach that
draws from classical tafsir ‘exegetical’ approaches, discourse analysis and the Magasid al-
Quran theory (the Objectives of the Qur'an). Tafsir is a diverse methodology that
encompasses a wide range of approaches (Philips, 2007; ‘Itr, 1996). Some of these
approaches include Tafsir bi'l-Ma'thur (Exegesis Based on Tradition), Tafsir bi'l-Ra'y
(Exegesis Based on Independent Reasoning) from traditional to rational, mystical to
legalistic, Tafsir al-Ishari (Mystical or Allegorical Exegesis), Tafsir al-Fighi (Juridical
Exegesis), Tafsir al-Adabi al-1jtima'i (Literary and Social Exegesis), among others. While
Each methodology offers unique insights into the Qur'an’s teachings, they together contribute
to a richer, multifaceted understanding of the sacred text (Philips, 2007; ‘Itr, 1996). In
addition, any tafsir theory includes a linguistic analysis of the sacred texts (i.e., grammar,

syntax, morphology, and the meanings of words in classical Arabic and their pragmatic use in
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the Qur'anic text), Contextual Analysis (ashab al-nuzul), Qur'anic cross-referencing,
intellectual reasoning and application to contemporary issues. Such an in-depth analysis
makes the Tafsir theory suitable for the proposed study.

Moreover, the study is also based on ecolinguistic discourse analysis as it aims to analyze
“discourses and judging them within a normative framework that considers both humans and
the embedding of humans within a larger community of life” (Stibbe, 2015: 1). This “normative
framework” often aimed at practical objectives, such as building communities that are socially
just while also safeguarding and preserving the ecological systems upon which all life depends
for its survival (Stibbe, 2015a, 2015b). Given the significant role played by religion this study
contends that ecolinguistic discourse analysis can be best discussed within the framework of
magasid al-Shariah, which identifies the protection of five fundamental values: religion, life,
intellect, progeny, and property (Auda, 2008). Hence, the classical Tafsir theory will guide the
interpretation of sacred Islamic texts including the Qur'an and Hadith. Ecolinguistic discourse
analysis augmented by the maqasid theory will be used in the analysis of sacred discourse on
ecology and echo-Jihad as well as a thematic analysis of the ecological discourse by
contemporary Islamic scholars who delivered their khutab or nasayih to tackle serious
environmental issues including pollution, wasting resources, war and environment, and many

environmental challenges and catastrophes from Safer tanker to explosions in Beirut harbour.

9. Methodology

This corpus-based study is mainly qualitative because it is more suitable for the investigation
of environment in Islamic discourse. It is based on the methods of induction and deduction,
through relying on the critical discourse analysis of Islamic texts from the Qur'an, Sunnah,
classical and contemporary sources, and audios/videos transcripts. As any other corpus-based
study, some quantitative data analysis of the frequency of terms, wordlists, and collocations
in the various corpora under investigation will guide our content analysis.
The study will follow the following procedures:

1. The Quran as corpus, which is readily available in the internet

https://corpus.quran.com/ will be used to search, locate and find any terms related to

environment.

2. The Sunna corpus, which is also available online https://sunnah.com/ will be used to

search, locate and find any terms related to environment.
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3. A corpus for key sermons, talks and debates about the environment will be compiled

using a corpus-creation tool such as Wordsmith https://www.lexically.net/wordsmith/

4. Keywords, wordlists and collocations will be identified for concordance search.

5. The terms will be examined in their Qur'anic , Hadith and scholarly contexts (KWIC).

6. A critique will be provided on the usage of these concepts in context with specific
reference to well-known tafseers and Hadith books as well as their relevance to present
contexts and current challenges that threaten environment and humanity.

7. The Magasid methodology with its various cycles will be used to extract the noble
objectives of Sharia behind the preservation and protection of environment.

10. Ethical Considerations

Resources for this study are the Noble Qur'an , Hadith and documents available in the public
domain and hence the study does not require ethical clearance.

11. Chapter outline

The first chapter will focus on the background of the study, which consists of the
introduction and the background of the study, its objectives, research questions, limitations
and rationale. The second chapter focuses on the literature review and its synthesis.
Literature review will be categorized and synthesized under various headings, including
environment and sustainable development from Islamic perspective, impact of environmental
challenges on religion, the protection of environment in Islam, maqgasid studies on
environment and environment protection as well as echo-Jihad and Critical Discourse
Analysis. The third chapter will be devoted to the theoretical and conceptual framework of
the study. The chapter will present Critical Discourse Analysis and in particular the eco-
linguistic discourse approach. It will also deal with Magasid al-shariah and magasid al-
Quran as two Islamic theoretical frameworks of Islamic discourse analysis. The fourth
chapter will deal with research methodologies that will be utilized, including the corpus of
the study, coding scheme and data collection methods. Chapter five will focus on data
presentation and corpus-based analysis of the Qur'anic verses, Prophetic Hadiths pertaining to
environment and its protection. This will include the analysis of these texts in line with the
Magasid framework. Chapter six will focus on the analysis of the oral discourse on echo-
jihad , its themes and subthemes and the extent to which it contributes to the achievement of
magasid al-shariah. The last chapter will be devoted to the conclusions and
recommendations.

12. Proposed work plan

Steps Dates
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Research Proposal October 2024

Literature review September- October 2024
Theoretical and Conceptual Framework November 2024
Methodology December 2024

Data analysis and Discussion January- February 2025
Conclusions March 2025

Completion and submission to supervisor May 2025
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