




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































South Africa and worldwide,” the CTHC began a month-long series of events.’
Included in the month’s events was a day-long symposium on refugees. Convened on
the 20™ November, the symposium was attended by a wide range of individuals and
organisations who worked with refugees. These individuals and organisations
included policy-makers, local government officials, members of the South African
Police Service, provincial Department of Education personnel, and the NGO and

faith-based community.

The programme included a panel discussion with experts in the field of migration and
human rights. The panelists were Jonathan Crush (Professor and Executive Director —

Southern African Research Ce y Walaza (CEO - Desmond

Tutu Peace Centre), Paul Vern hurch of Southern Africa),

Astrid Berg (Associate Profess II"I”I“I”I : Psychiatry, UCT), and lawyer

Fatima Hassan.”® Although pecUNIVERSITY of thenposium did not come to the
WESTERN CAPE
Holocaust Centre to learn about the Holocaust, some stayed and walked through the

CTHC permanent exhibition, or else visited the temporary exhibition, ‘Seeking

refuge: German-Jewish immigration to South Africa in the 1930s.’

A second well-chosen partnership took place the following year. A programme was

developed around a temporary exhibition on the life of Janus Korczak.” By tying the

37 South African Holocaust Foundation Annual Review, 2008. CTHC Collection, Cape Town.

% South African Holocaust Foundation Annual Review, 2008. CTHC Collection, Cape Town;
Invitation to a Symposium on Refugees. n.d. CTHC Collection; Chistina Taylor, “Xenophobic attacks
likely to recur, panel warns,” The Cape Times, 21 November 2008.

> Janusz Korczak (born Henryk Goldszmit) was pioneer of children’s rights. He “introduced
progressive orphanages into Poland, founded the first children’s national newspaper, trained teachers in
what we now call moral education, and worked in juvenile courts defending children’s rights. His
books gave adults new insights into child psychology.” (Elie Wiesel, introduction to Betty Lifton’s The
King of Children: the Life and Death of Janusz Korczak, St Martin’s Griffin: New York, 1997. 3-4).
Before WWII, Korczak was the Director of both the Catholic and Jewish orphanages in Warsaw. After
war broke out, he refused offers of escape, and went instead into the Warsaw ghetto with the Jewish

306



exhibition, which highlighted Korczak’s impact on children’s rights, to contemporary
challenges facing children, the CTHC formed partnerships with a number of
organisations and children’s rights activists. These included the renowned Children’s
Institute of UCT, the Durban Child Centre, and the Hlanganani Children Care
Network. The CTHC also partnered with the Frank Joubert Art Centre, its

Ibhabhathane Project and the Iziko Museums’ Edunsemble Art Project.®’

These collaborations resulted in a multi-faceted project, which the Cape Town
Holocaust Centre called the Champions of the Child Project (COTC Project). This
Project included a Youth Symposium for young high school leaders, facilitated by the
Durban Child Centre. The collaboration with the Ibhabhathane Project and the Iziko
Museums of Cape Town’s Edunsemble Art Project enabled the Cape Town Holocaust
Centre to include a visual representation by young people of children’s rights. An
exhibition of the work by youth from Ibhabhathane Project and the youth and children
from the Iziko Museums of Cape Town’s Edunsemble Art Project, some of whom
were disabled, refugees or affected by HIV/AIDS, formed a striking component of the

COTC Project.”

The Hlanganani Children Care Network had also joined the organisations partnering

with the CTHC and launched their publication, African Children’s Rights book, a

children to look after them. On 6 August 1942 the Nazis sent Korczak, his staff and the children to the
death camp Treblinka. All were murdered. Korczak’s work greatly influenced the Convention on the
Rights of the Child adopted by the United Nations in 1989. The exhibition on Korzcak opened at the
CTHC on the 17 June 2008. CTHC Collection.

% From August 4-27, 2008, the CTHC embarked on a project called, “Through the eyes of children.”
The CTHC engaged the Frank Joubert Art Centre and its Ibhabhathane Project as partners, to develop
an exhibition to accompany the artwork created by children imprisoned in the ghetto-camp Terezin,
and an exhibition of the drawings of Darfuri children who had escaped Sudan and were living in
refugee camps in Chad.

%! The Ibhabhatane Project enables children from historically-disadvantaged areas to study visual art
and design.
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child-friendly version of the New Children’s Act. The Children’s Institute, in
association the Cape Town Holocaust Centre, hosted a symposium for experts on the
rights of children. The COTC Project provided a useful forum for the Children’s
Institute to launch their annual publication, the Child Barometer. In her letter to
Freedman, Shirley Pendlebury, the Director of the Children’s Institute expressed what
Freedman had hoped to achieve:

Last week’s Child Rights Symposia and Champions of the Child

Exhibition have made a significant contribution to raising the profile of

children’s rights in South Africa. On behalf of the Children’s Institute,

I would like to thank you for initiating this series of events which have

helped strengthen key partnerships in the children’s and human rights

sector.
The third notable project began in 2012 with a collaboration between the South
African Holocaust and Genocide Foundation and Klaus Muller, curator of an
exhibition called “In Whom Can I Still Trust?” (‘“IWCIST’). The exhibition examined
the history of the Nazi persecution of homosexuals. The exhibition text was translated
into English, and subsequently edited by Muller, Freedman and me. Linda Bester, a
member of the design team for the original CTHC exhibition, and the subsequent
displays at the Durban and Johannesburg centres, redesigned the exhibition. The
CTHC and the Gay and Lesbian Archive (GALA) developed additional panels.
GALA developed a panel that examined the history of homophobia under apartheid
and the struggle for equality. The CTHC developed three panels. The first panel
examined the protection afforded by the Constitution of South Africa against
discrimination on the grounds of sexuality. A second panel comprised newspaper

cuttings of contemporary acts of homophobic violence in South Africa and the rest of

Africa. A final panel was left blank apart from a question, “What can you do to

62 Shirley Pendlebury to Richard Freedman, 22 June 2009, CTHC Collection; “Champions of the
Child” Project file, CTHC Collection, Cape Town; South African Holocaust Foundation Annual
Review, 2009. CTHC Collection, Cape Town.
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protect the rights enshrined in the Constitution?” Visitors were invited to write their
responses onto post-its and to place on the blank space of the panel. People responded
to the question and to comments other visitors had written. These responses became a

‘living” part of the exhibition and were added to daily.

Based on the experience of the Champions of the Child Project (COTC Project), the
CTHC approached organisations and individuals involved in LGBTQI work to
partner in the development of a programme that would accompany the exhibition. As
had been the case with the COTC Project, the partners responded very positively to
the invitation to collaborate with the CTHC. The range of partners, and the strength of
their credentials in the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer, Intersex
(LGBTQI) community, meant that the attendance at public events developed in
collaboration with the partners, was by far the most diverse audience the CTHC had
ever seen. A panel discussion on faith and sexuality in particular drew a cross section
of public and heartfelt responses from individuals. The partnerships with LGBTQI
activists facilitated access to youth organisations and teenagers from very diverse
range of communities engaged with one another about homophobia, sexual diversity,

prejudice and rights at a one-day Youth Seminar at the CTHC.

The exhibition opened in January 2013 at the CTHC and ran until the end of March.
The response to the exhibition and public events expressed a myriad of reactions.
Visitors spoke, and wrote, of their surprise of finding a safe place and a sense of

solidarity within the CTHC.® This reaction suggested that the CTHC, through the

8 «In Whom Can I still Trust”, CTHC Collection, Cape Town.
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exhibition and the partnerships it developed with activists and organisations, had

succeeded in “embracing diversity” as described by Tutu in 2004.%

What of the concern that the history would be compromised by the focus on
contemporary matters? In Cape Town, the location of the IWCIST exhibition
illustrated the answer to this question: the IWCIST exhibition occupied almost half of
the hall in which the public events took place. It was impossible for the visitors to
NOT see the exhibition. The exhibition was not simply a “backdrop”. Rather it was
the other speaker on each panel, the other film in each screening, and the other stage
for each theatre piece performed. Moreover, every review of the exhibition or allied
event contained a short description of the history the exhibition portrayed. In her
review of the exhibition, and indirectly the CTHC, Jolly wrote, “It reminds us that

while the past has gone, whether we acknowledge it or not, it informs the future.”®

Whose Centre? Whose Foundation?

This chapter began quoting Desmond Tutu‘s praise of the CTHC. The CTHC had
been very proud to have the Archbishop Emeritus as its Patron. With the blessing of
the Trustees, Osrin had literally given Tutu the last word in the exhibition, placing in
large letters in the exhibition’s final panel, an excerpt from Tutu’s speech at the

Centre’s inauguration. Tutu’s words became the rationale used repeatedly by the

6% After its run in Cape Town, the exhibition moved to the DHC, and then to the University of the Free
State, through the SAHGF’s partnership with the Institution for Reconciliation and Social Justice.
Through the JHGC’s partnership with Constitution Hill, the exhibition was then mounted at the
Women’s Fort. Following that it was displayed at the Baxter Theatre, at the University of Cape Town.
Through the DHC’s relationship with the Gay and Lesbian Network organization, the exhibition was
mounted at the Natal Museum. In 2014, the exhibition was held at the Vaal University of Technology,
and at the Centre for Human Rights at the University of Pretoria. Freedman was invited by Pan Africa
ILGA to present a talk on the exhibition at Transforming our Future: setting an African Agenda in
Kenya. He discussed the “importance of the exhibition in the struggle for sexual minority’s rights on
the continent.” CTHC Annual Review of the South African Holocaust and Genocide Foundation, 2013.
CTHC Collection.

%5 Lucinda Jolly, “Unspoken atrocity of the Third Reich,” The Cape Times, 26 February 2013, accessed
23 August 2015, http://beta.iol.co.za/capetimes/unspoken-atrocity-of-the-third-reich-1477162 .
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CTHC, and the SAHGF to prove its legitimacy. The CTCH Trustees were aware of
the power of the former Archbishop Tutu’s profile. At their meeting on 12 July 2004,
the Trustees suggested that Tutu speak at a CTHC future fundraiser in
Johannesburg.®® The CTHC held a special function in honour of Tutu on 21 October
2004.°7 At this function, Tutu launched the CTHC’s curriculum support materials. At
the same function, Silbert, the education director, announced the inauguration of the
Desmond Tutu Lessons for Humanity Award.®® Photographs of Tutu at CTHC
functions appeared in the CTHC’s Annual Reviews and brochures.”” He was the
esteemed patron.” Yet when an online petition was launched, on 8 December 2010,
that charged Tutu with antisemitism and challenged his position as Patron of the
CTHC and SAHGF the Trustees took more than a month before they spoke out in

defence of their Patron.

The petition that went live on-line on 8 December 2010, called for the “termination
and/or resignation of Archbishop Tutu as a Patron of the Cape Town Holocaust
Centre and the Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre.” The petitioners
accused Tutu of “being against the Jewish people and Israel” and for this reason, the

“wrong person to hold this position.” Tutu was labeled an antisemite and a bigot. The

% Minutes of a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Cape Town Holocaust Centre, 12 July 2004,
Cape Town. CTHC Collection, Cape Town.

%7 Minutes of a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Cape Town Holocaust Centre, 12 July 2004,
Cape Town. CTHC Collection, Cape Town.

% The award was to be given annually to a teacher whose students produced excellent work done in
response to the education materials developed by the CTHC.

% «“Holocaust Centre pays tribute to Archbishop Desmond Tutu,” Cape Town Holocaust Centre
Newsletter, July/August 2001, August 2005, 2008. CTHC Collection; The Anniversary Review 1999-
2004. CTHC Collection, Cape Town.

0 “Holocaust Centre pays tribute to Archbishop Desmond Tutu,” Cape Town Holocaust Centre
Newsletter, July/August 2001. CTHC Collection, Cape Town. Apart from the Director’s message, the
article paying tribute to Tutu is the only article on the front page of the first newsletter. The event on
which it reports was the special reception held in Tutu’s honour at the CTHC on the 22 May 2001.
There were over 200 specially invited guests, including the Minister of Arts, Culture, Science and
Technology, Dr B.S. Ngubani. Chief Rabbi Cyril Harris gave a tribute to Tutu, singling out his
“dazzling array of qualities.”
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final paragraph of the petition called not only for Tutu’s resignation, or removal, but
“that the trustees ... terminate the appointments of Professor Kader Asmal and Judge

Richard Goldstone” who the petitioners wanted to “resign their patronage.”’'

A counter petition, “In Defence of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu” appeared on
9 January 2011. The petition was drawn up by Open Shuhada Street (OSS).”> Within
ten days, the counter-petition had 2852 signatures.”® The “termination” petition by
that stage had accumulated a mere 403 signatures. By the time the petition site closed
the petition six months later, 5467 people had signed the “defence” petition while
only 600 had signed the “termination” petition. The “petition war” caught the
attention of the media, and the international community. It put the spotlight on the
South African Zionist Federation (SAZF) since one of the three creators of the
“termination” petition, David Hersch, was a vice-chair of the SAZF.” The response to
the “termination” petition forced the chair of the SAZF, Avrom Krengle, to state
publicly the SAZF’s support for the SAGHF and to acknowledge the autonomy of the

SAHGEF and its Trustees and Patrons.”

"' David Hersch, Joselle Reuben, Howard Joffe, “Petition calling for the termination and/or resignation
of Archbishop Tutu as a Patron of the Cape Town Holocaust Centre and the Johannesburg Holocaust
and Genocide Centre” petition, 2010. http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/tutupetition/ .

7> Group of Concerned People, “In Defence of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu” petition, 2011.
http://www.thepetitionsite.com/1/defend-tutu/ .

¥ Open Shuhada South Africa describes itself as “a South African advocacy organisation campaigning
for human rights in Palestine and Israel,” accessed 15 September 2015,
https://www.facebook.com/OpenShuhadaStreetSouthAfrica/info/?tab=page info .

7 Joselle Reuben and Howard Joffee were the other two orginators of the “termination” petition.

> In the SAZF press statement, the CTHC is praised for being an “outstanding success ... an
educational institution serving all citizens of the country as a whole and ... dedicated to creating a
more caring and just society in which human rights and diversity are respected and valued.” South
African Zionist Federation Media Release, “Petition against Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu,”
January 12, 2011, accessed 10 October 2015, http://www.sazionfed.co.za/press_statements.html ;
Melanie Gosling, “Support still pouring in for Tutu.” Cape Times, 13 January, 2015, accessed 10
October 2015, http://beta.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/western-cape/support-still-pouring-in-for-tutu-
1011450 .
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The Chief Rabbi also made a public pledge of support for Tutu’s patronage of the
SAHGTF, and called the CTHC a “vitally important institution in our country...doing
holy and vital work.” He identified as “holy and vital” the honouring of the “memory
of the six million Jewish martyrs,” and the education of “thousands of South Africans
in the vital lessons of the Holocaust” which are “lessons of the horrific consequences
of hatred and racism. The Centre preaches and teaches sensitivity and commitment to
human rights, tolerance and the dignity of all people, irrespective of race, colour or
creed.”’® Neither Goldstein nor Krengle commented on the call to remove Goldstone

and Kader Asmal.”’

Both the chairperson of the SAHGF, Mervyn Smith and SAHGF Director Freedman
were out of the country when the ‘petition war’ broke out. This explains partly why
they only met with Tutu towards the end of January. Freedman said that he and Smith
had decided to wait until they had met with Tutu before releasing a statement.”® On 25
January 2011, Freedman, Smith and Osrin met Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu

at his offices. The SAHGF team arrived with a draft press release that assumed that

7® Chief Rabbi's Press Release about Archbishop Tutu and the Holocaust Centre, Post date: 14 January
2011, post modified date: January 20, 2011, accessed 10 October 2015,
http://www.chiefrabbi.co.za/2011/01/chief-rabbis-press-release-on-archbishop-tutu-and-holocaust-
centre ; Melanie Gosling, “Chief Rabbi Slams anti-Tutu Petition”, Cape Times, 16 January 2015,
accessed 10 October, 2015, http://beta.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/western-cape/chief-rabbi-slams-anti-
tutu-petition-1012103 ; “Chief Rabbi backs Tutu”, SAPA, 14 January 2011, accessed 10 October 2015,
http://news.iafrica.com/sa/698389.html ; “South Africa’s chief rabbi defends Tutu”, Jewish Journal, 17
January 2011, accessed 10 October, 2015,
http://www.thejewishweek.com/news/international/south_africas_chief rabbi defends tutu .

Chief Rabbi Goldstein did not defend Tutu’s position on Israel however, calling it “unfair criticism”.
He called for engaging with Tutu but not through a petition or protest. In this Goldstein was consistent
with his argument in the “open letter” that he wrote on 4 November 2010. Accessed October 10, 2015,
http://www.chiefrabbi.co.za/2010/11/open-letter-to-archbishop-desmond-tutu/ . The “open letter” was
also published in the Jerusalem Post, 3 November 2010, accessed 10 October 2015,
http://www.jpost.com/Opinion/Op-Ed-Contributors/An-open-letter-to-Tutu . The headline of David
Saks’s regular column, the “Barbaric Yawp” in the South African Jewish Report, was “Anti-Tutu
petitioners blunder badly.” Saks rejected the petition, but not because he agreed with Tutu’s views. For
him the petition was a PR blunder, “allowing the anti-Israel crowd to weigh in against ‘apartheid
Israel’ and its local Jewish supporters...”, 28 January-4 February 2011, 6.

" The “defence” petition also made no mention of Goldstone or Asmal.

8 Richard Freedman, email communication with author, 12, 13 January 2011.
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Tutu would not resign. However, the team did not produce the document until some

time into the meeting.

Smith began by assuring Tutu that it was the “unanimous wish of all the Trustees that
[Tutu] ...continue as Patron of the SAHGF”. Smith reaffirmed the value Tutu added
to the work of the SAHGF. Freedman reminded Tutu of his support in the past for the
work of the SAGHF. Tutu expressed his appreciation for the unanimous support from
the SAHGF. He explained that he was guided in particular by the Prophet Jeremiah.
The minutes do not indicate whether Tutu explained what he meant by this, or
whether Smith, Freedman and Osrin understood the reference. Tutu had made similar
references to Jeremiah in other contexts as a way to explain why “he had no choice
but to speak his mind.””’ Tutu said of himself, that like Jeremiah, he could “no more
stop speaking truth to power than he could stop breathing” and that God’s word of
justice "burned within [his] breast." Tutu explained to Freedman, Smith and Osrin,
that he would continue to speak out, although he was sorry that this would divide the

community.*

Smith explained that there were “other Jewish voices who felt [that Tutu’s] support of

the cultural and academic boycott would lead to the delegitimisation of Israel and ...

9981

antisemitism... powerlessness ... and even a repeat of the past.” Tutu listened to

" John Allen, Rabble-rouser for peace: The authorized biography of Desmond Tutu (New Y ork:
Simon and Schuster, 2006), 221.

% Minute of meeting held at the offices of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu on 25 January 2011.
CTCH Collection, Cape Town.

8! Minute of meeting held at the offices of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu on 25 January 2011.
CTCH Collection, Cape Town. It is very unlikely that Smith, Freedman, Osrin or Tutu believed the
trajectory Smith drew from a cultural boycott to a second Holocaust. Nor is it likely that Smith would
think that Tutu would believe the trajectory. The minutes of the meeting of the SAHF Trustees on 6
May 2009 noted that Rabbi Suiza had made “inappropriate comments about Archbishop Tutu” at the
Holocaust Survivors’ Dinner. Suiza also indicated on the ‘termination petition’ that all Jews were
Holocaust survivors. While Smith’s ‘trajectory’ may have been a rhetorical device, Suiza’s comments,
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Smith and then repeated his position to which Smith replied that, “there would have to
be another meeting.” Tutu answered that were he to resign, it would be that he did not
want to “be a source of division in the community.” The subsequent responses of
Smith, Freedman and Osrin indicated a growing alarm that Tutu might insist on
resigning. Freedman repeated that the SAHGF “required Tutu to stay on for purposes
of [their] work™. Osrin pointed out that the “majority of the Jewish community did not
want [Tutu] to resign” and that the Chief Rabbi, the “spokesman of the Jewish
community had spoken out in support” of Tutu remaining Patron of the SAHGF.
Smith, concerned that Tutu might still resign, then explained that “it was not a good
time” for Tutu to do so. Freedman then handed Tutu a prepared press release that the
trustees had drafted for Tutu on the assumption that he would not resign. Tutu read
the draft and said that he would respond the next day. The meeting ended with Tutu

saying he felt that the SAHGF had “important work to do in South Africa”.”

Tutu did not resign. Both the SAHGF and the Tutu Peace Centre released a press
statement that was picked up by a number of newspapers.*’ The decision to allow the

“petition war” to take its course paid off largely in favour of the CTHC, JHGF and

and the petition, suggest that there were indeed some members of the community who might have
believed that criticism of Israel would result in another Holocaust. Minutes of a Meeting of the
National Board of Trustees of the South African Holocaust Foundation held on 6 May 2009 at 17:00,
Cape Town. CTHC Collection, Cape Town.

%2 Minute of meeting held at the offices of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, January 25, 2011.
CTHC Collection, Cape Town; Extraordinary Minute of meeting held at the offices of Desmond Tutu,
Archbishop Emeritus, 26 January 2011. CTHC Collection, Cape Town. Apart from the date that
differs, the minutes are almost identical. The changes effected are superficial. The meaning remains the
same.

%3 “Holocaust Foundation says Tutu will continue as SAHGF patron”, South African Jewish Report, 25
January 2011; “Holocaust museums wants Tutu to stay,” BDLive, 27 January 27, 2011, accessed 3
October 2015, http://www.bdlive.co.za/articles/2011/01/27/holocaust-museum-wants-tutu-to-stay;
“Anti-Tutu petition fails,” iafrica.com, January 26, 2011, accessed 11 October 2015,
http://news.iafrica.com/sa/701464.html ; “Tutu thanks supporters”, SAPA, Timeslive, 1 February 2011,
accessed 11 October 2015, http://www.timeslive.co.za/local/2011/02/01/tutu-thanks-supporters .
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SAHGF.* The petition in favour of Tutu served to couple the Nobel Laureate and
anti-apartheid campaigner’s credentials to the work of the CTHC and SAHGF, and

the positive response to Tutu was overwhelmingly greater than the negative.

And yet the “petition war” revealed a core tension that the Centre had not been able to
resolve: how could it be “seen” as relevant and legitimate in post-apartheid South
Africa, without alienating the Jewish community? The question of the Centre’s
identity lay at the heart of the tension. The identity that the Trustees had nurtured for
over the decade and more since the CTHC had opened its doors was that of neutral
teacher, facilitator of reconciliation, non-partisan documenter in the history of the
Holocaust only. The creation of the Holocaust Centres in Durban and Johannesburg
and the establishment of the SAHGF impacted the CTHC’s institutional identity, but
only insofar as the other two Centres and the SAHGF took on the CTHC’s identity as

their own.

As this Chapter has shown in the examples of the choices made by the CTHC and the
SAHGEF in the projects it developed, the CTHC stretched the boundaries of the label
of “documenter in the history of the Holocaust only”. The CTHC was at pains to
show its relevance to South Africans who believed in human rights and who were not
Jewish and had assumed that its relevance was obvious to the broader Jewish

community. The “petition war” reminded the Trustees and management that the

% Tutu mentioned the support he had received “from many members of the Jewish faith who have
signed petitions, written letters and issued statements of support, ” in an article in the Mail &

Guardian, “Peace centre (sic) defends Tutu's criticism of Israel,” 18 January 2011, accessed 10
October 2015, http://mg.co.za/article/2011-01-18-peace-centre-defends-tutus-criticism-of-israel ; “Tutu
thanks supporters”, SAPA, Timeslive, 1 February 2011,
http://www.timeslive.co.za/local/2011/02/01/tutu-thanks-supporters . Not everyone approved of the
SAHGF’s keeping Tutu as their patron, as Joel Wolpert’s condemnation of the SAHGF attests. Wolpert
asserted that the “SAHGF shows arrogant abrogation of accountability” to their “principal stakeholder,
namely the SA Jewish community...” Joe Wolpert to the Editor, South African Jewish Report, 4
February 2011, 12.
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CTHC and SAHGF could not assume wholehearted support from within the Jewish
community for its work, unless the CTHC and the SAHGF were perceived to be in
agreement with the sentiments expressed by the SAZF and the SAJBD regarding the
Middle East conflict generally and in particular, those of Tutu. Until the “petition
war”, there were enough indicators that the SAHGF and its centres shared the SAZF
and SAJBD position.* The SAZF national chair, Avrom Krengel gave his assurance
that, “The Holocaust centres are autonomous bodies entitled to choose their patrons.”
The Jewish community was not “a homogenous body and we have no jurisdiction
over other bodies,”™ he reiterated. Nevertheless the ’petition war” was a very public

challenge to the CTHC and SAHGF.

Simultaneously, the “petition war” showed widespread support for Tutu, and his
ongoing relationship with the SAHGF as Patron. The Press Statement issued by the
Open Shuhada Street (OSS) group, articulated this interpretation.®” A few of OSS
members met Freedman at the CTHC offices on 24 January 2011 (a day before
Freedman, Osrin and Smith met with Tutu). The OSS members “delivered” the
petition and the 5815 signatures defending Tutu’s “standing as a patron of the Cape
Town and Johannesburg Holocaust Centres and affirms the vital service that these

Centres perform in our communities.”*®

% The fact that the WPZC and the national and provincial chapters of the SAJBD, along with other
community groups met a few metres from the CTHC offices and that most of the volunteers, staff and
trustees were also members of communal bodies, including the WPZC, would have been enough
‘evidence’ of the ‘neutral’ position taken by the CTHC to go unchallenged.

% Melanie Gosling, “Support still pouring in for Tutu” Cape Times, 13 January 2011, accessed 9
October 2015, http://beta.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/western-cape/support-still-pouring-in-for-tutu-
1011450 .

%7 Open Shuhada Press Statement: Petition in Support of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu
Delivered to Holocaust Centre, January 24, 2011. CTHC Collection.

% The Open Shuhada Press Statement explained that the majority of signatures were collected
electronically, but several hundred were also accumulated by hand outside clinics and shopping centres
in Khayelitsha. In total, 5,815 signatures were collected. The signatories hail from 88 different
countries: from Sweden to Botswana, from New Zealand to Brasil.(sic)” Open Shuhada Press
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Both petitions referred to Tutu’s appropriateness as patron of the SAHGF suggesting
at first glance that the ‘petition war’ was about the CTHC and the JHGC (and the
SAHGF) and who could lay claim to the history of the Holocaust. However I would
argue that the petitions, and the comments that some chose to include with their
signature, suggested that the battle was over something else. The comments in both
petitions illustrated that the Centre itself had become a proxy for a debate that was at
the heart of the Jewish community at the time. This was a debate about what it meant
to be Jewish in South Africa more than 60 years after the Holocaust had ended, after
the State of Israel had been declared, and 18 years after apartheid. This debate and the
tension it caused can also be seen in the way in which Freedman responded to the

delivery of the petition.

While it would seem to be cause for celebration to receive an endorsement of over
5000 people from across the world, including human rights luminaries supporting
your patron in the face of a call for his resignation, Freedman interpreted the action of
the OSS members as far less positive. He told me that he felt that the OSS were trying
“to make a point: that they had won, not us.”® Yet, the OSS’s press statement was
clear that the outcome and process of the “petition wars” was an endorsement of the
SAHGEF:

Through this petition people have been educated about the Holocaust.
The petition is a forceful affirmation of both the criminal truth of, and
universal lessons inherent in, the Holocaust as a human and moral
catastrophe. To find a contradiction between asserting human rights
and memorialising the Nazi genocide is to abrogate the true meaning
of this horrific event, and arrogate it to much narrower purposes. The
petition shows that the Holocaust can and must guide us in the struggle
against injustice and ethical betrayal that grips our world today. As this
petition affirms Archbishop Tutu so it affirms the work of the South

Statement: Petition in Support of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu Delivered to Holocaust Centre,
24 January 2011. CTHC Collection, Cape Town.
% Richard Freedman, personal communication with author, 24 January 2011.

318



African Holocaust Foundation, an institution whose moral bearing

dignifies our country.”
Everything in this paragraph resonated with what the SAHGF espoused. Yet,
Freedman did not experience this in his encounter with OSS. I would argue that
Freedman was not reacting to OSS’s press statement, or the petition, but rather to the
OSS itself. Freedman distrusted the messenger, as did Smith and the Trustees. That
OSS won the PR battle is clear. But what Freedman sensed and what the comments of
the vast majority of the more than 5000 signatories showed, was that Tutu was not the
focus point. The battle was rather over the identity of Jewish South Africa,
particularly its relationship to Zionism and Israel/Palestine in the shadow of the Gaza
War and the growing presence of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions Movement

(BDS) in South Africa.”!

% Open Shuhada Press Statement: Petition in Support of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu
Delivered to Holocaust Centre, 24 January 2011. CTHC Collection, Cape Town.

! The landscape of Jewish communal identity had been especially contested in the year before the Tutu
Affair. In July 2008, six months before the war broke out in Gaza, 23 prominent South Africans had
visited Israel and the occupied territories. This widely publicized visit sparked a vicious battle of words
in the Jewish press. (See Doron Isaacs, “Human Rights Group returns from five ‘remarkable’ days in
Israel and Palestine.” Cape Jewish Chronicle, August 2008; Linda Ensor, “Local Group On Mideast
Mission to Support Negotiated Peace Deal” Business Day, 1 July 2008; Ilse Fredericks, “SA aktiviste
besoek Israel, Palestyne gebiede” Die Burger, 1 July 2008; Nathan Geffen and Doron Isaacs, “Israeli
soldiers testify to rights violations in Gaza” Cape Times, 17 July 2009. The Cape Jewish Chronicle
(CJC) ran an apology twice in the September 2008 edition for Isaacs’s article that had appeared in the
August edition. A joint response from the SAJBD and SAZF appeared in the September issue, as did
letters to the editor that used language such as “Israel-hating Jew”, and described the delegation as
“The Big Con”. Such was the vitriol leveled at the members of the delegation in the months that
followed, that the Chair of the SAJBD called for tolerance (Cape Jewish Chronicle August- October
2008. Accessed 2 October 2015. http://cjc.org.za/?m=200808; http://cjc.org.za/Im=200809;
http://cjc.org.za/?m=200810). In January 2009, the Chief Rabbi, the SAJBD and the SAZF issued a
press statement on behalf of the Jewish community, giving their support to Israel’s war with Gaza. Two
days later a letter signed by 315 members of the Jewish community, distanced themselves from the
“communal structures ...who purport[ed] to speak for ... the many Jews who are uncomfortable with
the destruction in Gaza, claiming one collective view for the entire community.” The signatories said
that the approach of the communal structures was “irresponsible” in the face of the “divergence of
opinion within the community”. It was this fact they said, that had forced the signatories to respond.
The 315 signatories included Nobel Laureate Nadine Gordimer, UCT Vice Chancellor, Max Price,
ANC MPs Janet Love and Andrew Feinstein, Journalist Anton Harber, Cartoonist, Zapiro, Inyatelo
CEO Shelagh Gastrow, Max Coleman, David Bruce, Graham Bloch, Taffy Adler. A few weeks later,
eleven South Africans signed another letter supporting the sentiments of the 315 signatories. The
eleven who signed the 1 February letter included South Africa’s first President of the Constitutional
Court, Arthur Chaskalson, William Kentridge, Gill Marcus, Jules and Selma Browde, Gillian Slovom
Geoff Budlender and David Goldblatt. (Percy Zvomuya and Sello S Alcock, “Top SA Jews slam Gaza

319



The period after 2008 was a period of exponential growth for the profile of the CTHC
as a part of the SAHGF. At the meeting on the 15 May 2008, after noting that Kader
Asmal had agreed to become a Patron of the Centre, the Trustees discussed whether
they should appoint additional Trustees “from outside of the Jewish community”.”?
The Trustees decided that due to the new national structure and the “recent
subsequent enlargement of the Board of Trustees,” it was best to consider the matter
again the following year.” This matter was not raised again. The Trustees of the
CTHC, the DHC and JHGC were still all from within the Jewish community, as were
the Trustees of the SAHGF. The lack of diversity in the Trustees, the Directorships,
the staff and volunteers undermined the identity that the projects undertaken after
2006 suggested for the SAHGF and its centre in Cape Town. Unlike the inclusiveness
Tutu ascribed to the CTHC:s in his song of praise in 1994, the fundamentally
unchanged structure of the CTHC more than a decade after its opening, suggested

instead that the executive had not been able to move beyond the founding conception

of the CTHC as an outreach programme of the Jewish community.

The CTHC may have provided, in journalist Lucinda Jolly’s words, “a safe space for

hot sticky topics” **

such as homophobia and xenophobia, but it had not provided a
space for the Jewish community to grapple with what it meant to have been Jewish in

apartheid, and therefore given unearned privileges based on “race”. The decision of

the Trustees and the SAHGF Director of keeping the Board of Trustees within the

attack”, Mail and Guardian, 1 February 1, 2009, accessed 12 October 2015,
http://mg.co.za/article/2009-02-01-top-sa-jews-slam-gaza-attack .)

%2 Minutes of a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the South African Holocaust Foundation, 5 May
2008, Cape Town. CTHC Collection, Cape Town.

% Minutes of a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the South African Holocaust Foundation, May 5,
2008, Cape Town. CTHC Collection, Cape Town.

% Lucinda Jolly, “Unspoken Atrocity of the Third Reich,” Cape Times, 26 February 2013, accessed 23
August 2015, http://beta.iol.co.za/capetimes/unspoken-atrocity-of-the-third-reich-1477162 .

320



mainstream Jewish community closed the CTHC and the SAHGF to learning from
those to whom its Holocaust Centre was “reaching out”.””> The CTHC, and SAHGF,

remained what it was when it began: a community outreach programme.

% By “mainstream” I mean individuals with close ties to communal structures represented on the
SAJBD. None of the Jewish members of Human Rights Delegation that had gone to Israel/Palestine or
anyone from the Jewish community who had publicly associated themselves with a stance that was
critical of Israeli state, however eminent they might be, were approached for a position on the Board of

Trustees.
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CONCLUSION

In this dissertation, I set out to answer why in post-apartheid South Africa Holocaust
education had such a large footprint in the South African National Curriculum. I
sought to examine not only why a Holocaust Centre was constructed in Cape Town
shortly after the country’s first democratic election, but more importantly, why so
many people outside the small South African Jewish community seemed to care.

What did the CTHC actually do when it opened its doors?

In answering this question, another question asked by the founders of the CTHC kept
recurring, namely, where did one put apartheid in the CTHC’s exhibition and its
education programmes? It became apparent that this question, of positioning one
history in relation to another, was the outer garment of the matter central to Holocaust
commemoration in South Africa. This central concern had to do with addressing two
questions: how should the Jewish community position itself in relation to the broader

South African society and state, and how could it indicate this position?

Through Holocaust commemoration, the community leadership could signal to the
state and other South Africans the place of the Jewish community as a legitimate part
of the country. Holocaust commemoration, of which Holocaust education was a
component, constructed a collective Holocaust memory for Jewish South Africa and
broader South Africa. The study shows how this collective memory was constructed

and how it shifted as the political landscape of South Africa transformed.
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The Holocaust Centre in Cape Town was a physical embodiment of the Holocaust
memory and collective memory of the Jewish community. Even as it opened, the
CTHC was performing collective memory construction. This dissertation illustrates
how the CTHC offered a way of seeing the Holocaust and apartheid that, at the turn of
the 20™ century, appeared to give comfort and hope to South Africans across the

board.

The CTHC had opened in 1999 as the permanent home of the SAJBD and WPZC’s
Holocaust education outreach programme. The CTHC was unambiguously a Jewish
community project, located within a complex of community buildings, funded mainly
by the local Jewish community, and managed by its leaders. The SAJBD, the Jewish
communal leadership, had not condemned apartheid until 1985. A decade later, the
Chief Rabbi in his submission to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission,
acknowledged the Jewish leadership’s shortcomings in not supporting those anti-
apartheid activists who were Jewish, and acknowledged that Jewish South Africans

had benefited from apartheid.

And yet, the doyens of the anti-apartheid movement, including President Nelson
Mandela, lauded the CTHC for its place in the newly democratic South Africa. In
examining how the Centre had come to be claimed by the wider South Africa, I have
argued that the genesis and construction of the CTHC was shaped by the changes in
the political landscape of the country. The political transition and the ending of the
cultural boycott, made it possible for the Dutch-based Anne Frank House to bring its

exhibition to South Africa. The exhibition was a useful vehicle for heritage
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institutions, such as the South African National Gallery and leaders of the Jewish
community to signal their support of the future democratic dispensation.

On the recommendation of the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam, the Mayibuye
Centre was approached to develop an exhibition on apartheid that would accompany
the “Anne Frank in the World” (AFITW) exhibition. Despite the initial
recommendation of the Ide€el Organisation who advised the Anne Frank House that
an exhibition on apartheid be integrated into the Anne Frank exhibition and that
questions be incorporated to encourage viewers to consider the history of Anne Frank
and the Holocaust having relevance for South Africa, the two exhibitions remained

separate.

The Mayibuye Centre prepared an exhibition on apartheid without any assistance
from the Anne Frank House and as a completely separate entity. In some instances the
exhibitions were placed in separate rooms. The lack of integration was further
illustrated in the guiding: large numbers of volunteers, mainly from the Jewish
community, were trained to guide the AFITW exhibition, but had nothing to do with
the apartheid exhibition. However, the AFITW was the first time that an explicit link
between the human rights abuses of the Holocaust and apartheid was made. The

AFITW exhibition provided an important impetus for the construction of the CTHC.

An analysis of the archive suggests that a key concern and source of friction within
the organisation of the CTHC was about how to integrate apartheid into the
exhibition. This debate reflected a wider existential question that had to do with

collective memory and communal identity. Holocaust commemoration provided the
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Jewish community with a “screen memory” and had encouraged Jewish South Africa

to see itself as the proxy of victims of the Holocaust.

I show how Holocaust commemoration before 1948 and then during the period of
apartheid rule signalled the community’s loyalty to the apartheid state in two main
ways. Firstly, Holocaust commemoration framed the Holocaust as the most extreme
form of brutality, and in no way comparable to South Africa. Furthermore, Holocaust
commemoration entrenched a sense of ethnic identity and unity which sat comfortably
with the apartheid state’s strategy of foregrounding, cultivating and constructing

ethnic divisions to justify apartheid policies of segregation.

Holocaust commemoration served to confirm South African Jewry’s position in the
racial hierarchy of apartheid South Africa and confirmed Jewishness as “whiteness.”
Holocaust commemoration stressed the ethnic solidarity based on the experience of
the commemoration of the Holocaust. The SAJBD insisted that in other matters, such
as the political situation of South Africa, a Jewish collective did not exist, and
individuals were to respond as individuals, not as Jewish individuals. Individuals
within the Jewish community challenged the collective memory of the Holocaust
being constructed through Holocaust commemoration, as divorced from the South
African context. The community leadership responded to these moments of dissent by
isolating and marginalising the individuals, to exclude them from the collective. This
response however, did not prevent an alternative collective memory of the Holocaust

being developed by antiapartheid activists who were Jewish.'

"' See for example, Shimoni, Community and Conscience, and Gilbert, “Jews and the Racial State.”
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Holocaust commemoration stressed the uniqueness of the Holocaust, the impact of the
Holocaust exclusively on European Jewry only and the diaspora, and claimed
Holocaust memory as part of the collective South African Jewish memory. It placed
the Holocaust beyond history, both as part of a longer history of persecution and
resistance, but also as a rupture in this cycle as it was seen to have led to the
establishment of the State of Israel. The positioning of the State of Israel as rebirth in
answer to the near destruction of the European Jewry reflected South African Jewry’s

close ties to Zionism.

During the period of political transition in South Africa, the collective memory of the
Holocaust expanded to include a construction of the Holocaust as a way to bring
reconciliation to South Africa. This construction positioned South African Jewry as
the elders who had gone through a similar but worse, ordeal of the Holocaust and
were thus in a special position to usher other South Africans through the process of

coming to terms with the impact of apartheid.

South African Jewry was not alone to engage in redrawing their identity as a
community and as individuals in the newly democratic South Africa. Post-apartheid
identity formation was shaped by the rhetoric of the “rainbow nation”,
“reconciliation” and “non-racialism”. Heritage institutions were but some of many
public sites of identity formation. They provided spaces where questions of what the
“New” South Africa was, and how South Africans would remember the “Old” South
Africa. Whilst the debates were made visible through curatorial choices, the questions

posed by visitors to the museums of these curatorial choices, illustrated how
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contentious the terrains of identity formation were.” Institutions such as the CTHC
and other heritage institutions became spaces in which South Africans could claim
identities that allowed some to disavow their previous culpability during apartheid,
The CTHC provided other South Africans with the opportunity to recreate themselves
as imagined resisters against the abuses perpetrated by the Nazi state and their
collaborators. This provided some South Africans, implicated as bystanders by their
classification as “white”, with an opportunity to position themselves as future

defenders of human rights in the new South Africa.

I have argued that the CTHC reframed its mission of spreading Holocaust education
to one of reconciliation as it became apparent that framing Holocaust education as a
vehicle for reconciliation gave Holocaust education, the CTHC and by association,
the Jewish community of South Africa, legitimacy in post-apartheid South Africa.
The position of Holocaust education as a vehicle for reconciliation placed its
educators, the Jewish community, into the position of neutral facilitator. The road
map they held was the history of the Holocaust. Their licence to drive was the
prevailing collective Holocaust memory, which appointed Jewish South Africans the
proxy victims and survivors. Such a positioning allowed the Jewish community to
sidestep the contradictions of teaching about a history of racism when they

themselves had been beneficiaries of the racist system of apartheid.

The construction of the CTHC revealed a conception of how it could be a space that

could control how the Holocaust was remembered, and how apartheid would be

* See for example, Davison’s account of the reactions to Pippa Skotnes’s exhibition, “Miscast:
Negotiating Khoisan History and Material Culture” at the South African National Gallery, in
“Museums and the Re-shaping of Memory.”
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remembered. Patron Steven Smith had suggested in the early discussions about the
design of the CTHC that it would be better to leave apartheid out of the exhibition.
The responses of visitors showed that the it would never have been possible for the
CTHC to leave apartheid out of the exhibition because the memory of apartheid came

into the exhibition every time a South African walked inside.

This dissertation explored how adult South African made sense of the two traumatic
pasts represented together in one venue. Some South Africans were able to hold both
memories simultaneously without the one diminishing the other. Some South Africans
made the connections between the construction of race both by the Nazis, and by the
National Party of South Africa and were able to begin to question their assumptions

about their identities. This was the exception however, and not the rule.

I drew on literature from the field of memory, Holocaust memorialisation, in
particular the work of LaCapra, Goldberg and Confino’s consideration of global
Holocaust memory, and Rothberg’s multidirectional memory, in developing a
theoretical framework for the examination of the history of Holocaust memory in
South Africa. The field of literature related to Holocaust education offered insight into
the assumptions implicit in the education programmes developed by the CTHC and
the methodologies used. The dissertation suggests that the normative lesson-centric
approach that dominated the presentation of Holocaust education in the first decade of
the CTHC’s existence was a result not only of the preferred methodology of the
Education Director, but because it met the needs of a teaching corps which found the
shifting terrain of education after 1994 and the curriculum reform disconcerting and

threatening. However, the change in curriculum that made Holocaust education
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mandatory and placed it in the history curriculum redirected the teaching approach of

the CTHC to what it meant to teach history.

This shift in focus from universal/life lessons to history as discipline brought
increasing pressure to bear on the presentation and the rational for Holocaust
education as a “lesson for humanity.” The “lesson-centric” approach was displaced
from being front of centre to a focus on methodology applicable to History teaching.
The positive responses from teachers and senior education personnel quietened the
concerns of certain members of the CTHC, about this shift. However, apart from the
occasional programme the re-orientation in focus in teacher programmes to
examining what it meant to think like an historian when examining the Holocaust,
was not sustained in the programmes conducted by the CTHC and the narrative of the

history remained the voice of authority and narrated by the guides and the facilitator.

The nationalisation of Holocaust education through it being made a mandatory
component of the school history curriculum, led to the establishment of the SAHF and
then the SAHGF by the CTHC Board of Trustees, as a way to control and manage
Holocaust education. Because of the lack of personnel in the Durban and
Johannesburg Centres, the CTHC staff carried out most of the activities of the
SAHGEF. The establishment of the SAHF and the SAHGF was accompanied by a
widening of contact beyond South Africa with international Holocaust organisations
and the development of an identity for the CTHC as being a regional expert. However
despite the opportunities these international contacts offered, the SAHGF was not

able to develop long-term partnerships with other African countries, not least with its
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neighbour Namibia. This lack of sustainability was the product of a lack of capacity:

the footprint of the SAHGF did not reflect the very tiny staff of the three centres.

Wole Soyinka in “The Burden of Memory, the Muse of Forgiveness” wrote,

I have rallied against the thesis that it was the Jewish Holocaust that
placed the first question mark on all claims of European humanism —
from the Renaissance through the Enlightenment to the present-day
multicultural orientation. Insistence on that thesis, we must continue to
maintain, merely provides further proof that the European mind has yet
to come to full cognition of the African world as an equal sector of a
universal humanity, for, if it had, its historic recollection would have
placed the failure of European humanism centuries earlier — and that
would be at the very inception of the Atlantic slave trade.’

Goldberg referenced this quote from Soyinka as a challenge to the notion of a

global Holocaust memory, arguing that the “global” was less global than it

purported, and the network of academics was located within Europe, Israel

and North America, the main loci of Holocaust study.”

The study of Holocaust memory and education in South Africa held the
potential to offer a useful contribution to the body of literature dominated by
voices from the North and an orientation Northwards. This research about the
CTHC and Holocaust education practices in post-apartheid South Africa
provides a contribution to the discussion on the impact of the globalisation of
the Holocaust. My study argues that local histories cannot be ignored nor
should they be feared in a consideration of the place of Holocaust education
within a society recently emerged from conflict. History, like memory, is a
work in progress. That it is constantly under construction is not the problem.

Whether the process of construction and facilitation of meaning is made

* Wole Soyinka, The Burden of Memory, the Muse of Forgiveness (New York: Oxford University
Press, 1999).
* Goldberg, Marking Evil.
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transparent is far more relevant. My study has shown how the CTHC

attempted to control the collective memory of the Holocaust at various stages
of the CTHC’s development. At times, this attempt at control was challenged
by staff working within the education department of the CTHC, at other times

by participants in the workshops.

The research has offered a contribution to the field of literature that examines
the role of memorialisation in the construction of identity and collective
memory in societies emerging from conflict. Allied to this is the question of
the place of history education in that nexus. The examination of the CTHC
included analyses of the factors involved in shaping the experience of
memorial, and how the relationship between memorial and visitor had shaped
that memory. The study examined the implications for an understanding of the
Holocaust if it were presented as a history, and why such an orientation would

be considered threatening for some.

The second field in which this research has offered a contribution is that of
Holocaust education. Unlike countries that were in the theatre of war during
the Holocaust, Holocaust education in South Africa after 1999 has always had
to assume that the participants had no direct link to the history, and that
strategies to engage their empathy for the history had to be developed. The
process of negotiating the education programmes and the responses to these
programmes could be of value. The contribution this study would make is not
only to the question of best practice. The research conducted to gauge the

responses of teachers and students offers some insight into what aspects of the
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history teaching, as well as exhibition and museum teaching made the greatest

impression on the students.

The research contributes to the literature that examines the work of education,
and in particular, history education, in countries emerging from conflict. It
indicates some of the challenges inherent in a society where the educators, be
they high school teachers or museum facilitators, are implicated in the history
of conflict in one way or the other. It also offers some insight into the impact
of learning about genocide on young people who are living in socio-

economically deprived areas, as well as middle class areas.

In 2010 and 2014, the CTHC visited Windhoek taking an exhibition on the
Holocaust with them. In both instances, the resonance of the Holocaust with
Namibian history was acknowledged. In 2010 an exhibition created by the
Aegis Committee was exhibited alongside the CTHC Holocaust exhibition.
This exhibition included a section on the genocide perpetrated against the
Herero and Nama by the German colonial troops at the turn of the 20™
century. In 2014, Freedman and I facilitated a workshop with teachers, student
teachers and History staff and students from the University of Namibia
(UNAM). The workshop was to illustrate how the exhibition could be used to
teach about the Holocaust. A lecture on the colonial genocide of the Herero
and Nama was delivered, and the connections to Nazism illustrated. At no
point was the third memory addressed: the more recent colonial experience
under apartheid South Africa. Again, the CTHC took on the position of neutral

guide, and the opportunity to engage, was missed.
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My research suggests that despite the curriculum change that propelled Holocaust
education and the CTHC into the national mainstream, Holocaust education as
organised by the CTHC remained the work of a Community Outreach organisation.
The Johannesburg Holocaust and Genocide Centre on the other hand is located
outside the Jewish community centre. It has included in its exhibition a substantive
section on the history of the genocide in Rwanda, and mention of the genocide in
German South West Africa. Its director, Tali Nates, has consistently and publicly
located the Centre in Africa, as an educational space connected to, and for, Africa. In
2005, Sue Brophy-Smith’s external audit of the CTHC recommended that the Centre
make reference to other 20" Century genocides and that it considers “its role for the

next decade with regard to both the South Africa and the Africa agenda.”

Perhaps the JHGC can take the lead towards a sphere of memory work where the
CTHC has been unable to go. Whether the collective memory that such an inclusive

move requires, sits comfortably with everyone, remains to be seen.

> Brophy-Smith, “Cape Town Holocaust Centre Study, 13. CTHC Collection, Cape Town.
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