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ABSTRACT

Ratesof violencein SouthAfrica continueto beontherise andimpactnegativelyon societyatlarge.
The struggleto endthis violencerequiresmorenuancedunderstandingof its root causeswhich has
led to a call for a more holistic and collaborativeapproachto bring more effective and sustained
change.Therefore,public and private institutionstogetherhave begunto seekmore transformative
approacheto thissocialinjustice.Here theemphasiss on media,asanimportantinstitutionof social
discourseandapossiblevehiclefor awarenesandconsciousnessiowever,contemporaryarratives
within mainstreammediareportson incidencesof violencein societyseemto be underminingefforts
for socialjustice.Previousstudieshavearguedhatthis is becausenediais areflectionof the society
it operatesn, oftenreproducingandlegitimatingproblematicnotionsandrepresentationsf violence,

insteadof challengingthem.

In terms of genderbasedviolence (GBV) in South Africa, it is arguedthat the mediareinforces
problematicstructuresof inequality that makethe crisis more ambiguousThe core of this violence
remainsunscrutinisedn social discourseandthus, problematicmediarepresentationmay act asa
barrier to transformativediscourseand further undermineactionsthat could lead to the effective
alleviationof this violence.Whendiscussinghe perpetratiorof GBV, therehasbeensomefocuson
the representationsf victims of this violence which scholarshavearguedtendsto reflect existing
genderedclassedand racedotheringdiscoursesHowever therehasbeenlittle focuson how male
perpetratorsare representedn the medig and to what extentthis representationmay reinforce or
challengedominantrepresentationsf menand masculinity.Scholarshavehighlighteda continued
racist,classistotheringof Black menandboysin theresearcHiterature however researclon media

representatiom this respecis relativelylacking, particularlyin contemporargontexts.



Therefore, this study asksthe overarchingquestion: How are male perpetratorsrepresentedn
newspapearticlesaboutGBV againstvomenandchildren(GBVAWC), andwhatmighta decolonial
African feministlens,thatforegroundghe complexintersection®f coloniality, race classandgender,
bring to suchananalysisAs anattemptto diagnosehe aforementionedlaims,this studyundertook
athematicandcritical discourseanalysisof newspapereportsof two relatively recentSouthAfrican
exampleof GBVAWC by maleperpetratorsthe JoeSlovoinformal settlementather(2018)andthe

Drosrapecase(2018)

Throughthedeploymenbf decoloniafeministtheory thestudyfoundthatcolonialsystem®f gender,
raceandclassunderpinnewsrepresentationsf maleperpetratedsBVAWC. This analysishighlights
the racist, classistand genderedensthat dominatesin popularrepresentationsf male violence.lt
further illustrateshow suchrepresentationsely on an erasureof the structuralviolencesenacted
through systemsof oppressionand the institutions thereof and thus constructsa discursive
representationf poor,Black menatthecentreof thepervasiveperpetratiorof GBVAWC. Asaresult

suchmenbecomed b e afshensat i on 6 .

Key words: Coloniality; genderbasedviolence(GBV); genderbasedviolenceagainstvomenand

children(GBVAWC); newsandmedia;representationgnenandmasculinitiesdecoloniafeminism
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

This study is a feminist decolonial qualitative analysis of South African newspaper
representationsf male perpetratorof genderbasedviolence againstwomenand children

(GBVAWC).

Despite28 yearsof postapartheidnterventionstrategieshatemphasisgendefjusticeaspart
of thelargergoalof redressandconstitutionafreedomsgdemocraticSouthAfrica remainsone
of the mostviolent statesin the world for womenand childrento live (UN Women,2019;
UNICEF SouthAfrica, 2022) Furthermore studieshaveshownthat menandboysarealso
affectedby violence! However,whatis atthe centreof thesepersistenhigh ratesof violence

andspecificalyGBVAWC?

Violence has beena proventool of patriarchalpower and the subjugationof womenand
children The persistenc®f gendefbasedviolence(GBV) entrenchegatriarchyasa system
of power, thuscreatingan unequalandgenderedocietywherefeminisedandothermarginal
bodiesare underpatriarchalcontrol (Mack & N a 6 p2019) However,within the popular
socialdiscoursehataimsto addresshehighratesof GBVAWC andempowepersonaffected
by it, menand masculinitiesthat benefitmostfrom patriarchyarerarely at the centreof the
antiviolencetalk. In reflecting on this premise,Gqola (2007, p. 117) showshow men and

masculinitiesareat the peripheryof suchdiscussions

1 A study byRatele(2008 shows that youngplack men living in poverty in South Africa are most at risk of
interpersonal violence due to gangsterism, grievous bodily harm and widespread murder. Further, studies argue
that such high rates of interpersonal violence experienced by men and boysostemdnolithic modes of
performing masculinity, as constructed by patriarchal systems in South African society (Ggola, 2021).
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The currenthijackedévomen'se mp o w e rhypeis rtoté real conversatiorbecauset is not
transformative.lt is a smokescreerand assumeghat women are the only oneswho need

empowermentas limited asroutesto suchempowermenare. It leavesthe &ult of femininityd

intactandviolent masculinities untouched

Although there have been recent efforts to include men in anttGBV work, through
organisationssuch as Sonke Gender Justice? men and masculinitiescontinueto be the
beneficiariesf patriarchy.Arguably, suchefforts do not openup critical discussiorof male
perpetratiorof GBVAWC, andthereforeunderminemorejust and effectivediscoursen the
media.Perpetratorsare thusinvisible in much of the public discourseon GBVAWC. This
invisibilisation and/or binary representationof male perpetratorsthus obfuscatesthe

complexitiesof the constructiorandrepresentationf menandmasculinities.

1.2 Problem Statement

Thestudywasinitially inspiredby anarticlein the SundayTimeson November29 (Jordaaret
al., 2020) titled fiDangerousnenandthewomenwho love thend. While the article headlined
the dangerousnen, the contentsolely focusedon fithe womenwho love thend. The article
extensivelyportrayedaccountsgxperiencesand perspective®f a group of womenaffected
by intimate partnerviolence(IPV). While womenarethe onesaffectedby this violence,they
are not the causeof it. Therefore,what was saliently missingin this article is the lenson
perpetratoref GBVAWC. Thereforethequestiorariseswhatshouldchangdor discourseon
GBVAWC to be more effective and to shift the dominantnarrative?The answerto this

guestionlies partly in theviews expressedhroughgendestransformativeapproaches.

2 Sonke Gender Justice is a South Afritased no#profit organisation, working throughout Africa, that believes
women and men, girls and boys can work together to resist patriarchy, advocate for gender justice and achieve
gender transformation.



GBVAWC, asatool of control,is partof moreextensivepatriarchaland(post)coloniapower
structuresTherefore challengingGBVAWC is critical to gendertransformatiorandgender
equality, while simultaneouslhydisruptinggenderbinariesand how they intersectwith other
injustices. Gendertransformativeapproacheghus seekto challengegenderinequality by
moving fibeyondindividual seltimprovementamongwomen and toward transformingthe
powerdynamicsandstructureghat serveto reinforcegendered n e q u aHiillertbrarelet 0
al., 2015, p. 5). Therefore,transformingthe dynamicsand structuresof society means
challenginghepatriarctal systemandits embeddedness colonialhistoriesandcurrentglobal
racial patriarchalcapitalistcontexts However,changeis not only neededn instanceswhere
GBVAWC producesviolent moments;attentionis alsoneededo interrogatehow we speak
aboutit. Languagecarriesgenderedoower, and authorisesand is authorisedby patriarchal
power.Speakingo the powerof languageBourdieustateghatfithe constitutivepowerwhich
is grantedto ordinarylanguagdies notin thelanguagetself butin the groupwhich authorises
it andinvestsit with a u t h dBourdiey,8977,p. 21). Thus,challengingGBV andthe way
it is spokenaboutis imperativefor gendertransformatiorefforts. In this respectmedia,in its
role of shapingpublicimaginariesbecomesnareaof concermandpossibilities If mediais to
beaneffectiveandradicalagentof changejt needgo critically interrogatehe patriarchabnd
colonialnatureof GBVAWC. It is thusimportantthatperpetratoref violencearefocusedon,
andfurther, thatwe generatenorenuancedanalysesn mediarepresentationef GBVAWC.
Therefore this project shapesthe understandingof male perpetratorhoodthrough the

propositionthathow a problemis understoogheddight on how it maybesolved.



1.3 Rationale

The problem of GBVAWC in South Africa is attributedmainly to how masculinitiesare
constructed under patriarchy (Gqola, 2007). Thus, the system that dominates these
masculinitiemneeddo becentredn conversationsaboutGBVAWC (Bourdieu,2001;Connell
& Messerschmidt2005) However,this centringwill not be enoughbecauseas feminist
intersectionalitytheory has shown, systemsof power carry multi-facetedareasof concern
(Crenshaw,1991). Becauseof its colonial history, patriarchalpower in South Africa is

entangledin systemsof racial, sexualand classistpower (Gqola, 2001; Gadzekpo,2009;
Ratele2013;Xaba,2019 Boonzaier2022. Thus,while patriarchyawardsgenderegowerto

menand masculinities race,class,sexualityand other forms of inequality meanthat not all

men are equalor equally privileged by patriarchalpower (Mama, 1997; Biko, 1978/2015;
hooks,2015 Ratele,2020).1t is evidentwithin the currentpostapartheidand postcolonial
society that certain men and masculinitiesexist within the confinesof colonial constructs
(Erlank, 2003; hooks, 2004 Farahani& ThaparBjorkert, 2019; Boonzaier& van Niekerk,

2020;Ratele 2021) Thus,aunitaryview of masculinity andspecificallyof maleperpetrators
is notenoughto achievepracticalanttGBVAWC discoursdhatcouldleadto betterstrategies

for dealingwith violence

Viewing men as a homogenousunitary group fails to uncover the intersectionalpower
dynamicghatareapartof this systenof power(Crenshaw1989;Collins,1990;Mama,1997;
Gouws, 2017). Therefore,in centring and problematisingpatriarchy, intersecting power
dynamicsthat exist within and as a part of this systemneedto be equally investigatedin
discoursesaroundGBVAWC. This would help to createa more nuancedunderstandingpf
perpetratoro®f GBVAWC, andmomentdn which this violencehappensSuchalensneeddo

interrogatethe tendencyof dominantdiscourss to represenparticulargroupsof menasa

4



problem the sameis true of racistclassistcolonial narrativesand how they are sustainedn
SouthAfrica (Boonzaier,2014;Du Toit, 2014; Shefer,2016;Langaet al., 202Q Sheferand
Hearn,2022. Whatis furthernecessaryo noteis thatparticulargroupsof menhaveoftenbeen
blamedfor GBV in SA (Pattman& Bhana,2006; Shefer,2016 van Niekerk & Boonzaier,
2019; Ratele,2022) Thus,evenwhenmen arefocusedon, it hasusually reproducedvhite
male innocence and portrayedBlack® men as always already sexualviolence perpetrators
(Lemon, 1995; Hubinette,2020; Langaet al., 2020) However,the difference betweenthe
systemicandsymbolicdoesnot appearexplicitly in society.In fact, throughsymbolicpower
that exists in normalisedlanguage,such distinct differencesare often blindly acceptedn

society(Bourdieu,2001;Bourdieu,2003.

Againstthis backdropthis studysoughtto addvalueto existingfeministstudiesof GBVAWC
by critically exploringnewsrepresentationsf male perpetratorsn SouthAfrica. The study
exploredl how male perpetratorsof GBVAWC are representedn news articles about
GBVAWC, focusing on two recent cases This investigation questionedwhat these
representationmean,what discourseghey are underpimedby, andwhat dominantversions
of genderyace,classandotherforms of inequalitytheyreproduceor maydrouble Thus,this

researchargues the importanceof centringmultiple andintersectingsystemsof power, and

3 This research uses the term Blackagsolitical categorglerived from Biko (1978/2015)The term identifies

South Africar@s racial classification of Coloured and Indiamd all historically disenfranchisexd included and

not separate from the classification of Blackldes however acknowledge that because of this distinct hierarchy

of South African racial classification, the experienaeBlacksin South Africa araifferent anchighly contested.

In current American podpasedl|t dcniddeheforette Africardimaicak 6 as
population is capitalised to disrupt the white supremacist power that has for decades, dehumanised, and
marginalised this population (Tharps, 2014). Here, contributions from critical linguists have further suedtantiat

this discourse by highlighting that the English language is one that produces and reproduces power and, does not
simply function as a fAneutral medi um of communicati o
discourse is dominant in Ameen society, it is common academic practice in South Afitied has no

explications This discourse highlights the relation of symbolic power as one directly connected to systemic power

and because of this reason that this dissertation adopts the practice. This, however, is not an assumption that the
Black American experience is one thatidentical to the Black South African experience. It is however,
highlighting the relationship of symbolic and systemic subjugation as onepthateflects ainiversalfi ¢ h a s m

of power and privileged t hBourdieu,e2p04;Bautdiews 2008pstet, 2003and bl a
Gigek, 2008).



exposinghow theseaxesof powermay impactand shapelarger socialiinjusticesand power

relationsthatfurtherperpetuatésBVAWC.

14  Study Aim and Objectives

This researchproject analyse how male perpetratorsare representedn newspapearticles
about genderbasedviolence againstwomen and children and ascertainwhat decolonial

African feminismmay contributeto suchananalysiswith aview to:

1 Describe the types of incidences reported in arteesit GB/AWC.

1 Describe the representations of male perpetratdBBYAWC in selecednews articles.

1 Comparativelyanalyse the representations of male perpetratolGRfAWC across
differences of class and race

9 Offer a decolonial feminist critique of newspaper reports of male perpetrators of

GBVAWC.

15 ResearchQuestions

Theoverarchingquestionof this researctprojectis: How aremaleperpetratorsepresenteth
newspapearticlesaboutgenderbasedviolenceagainstwomenandchildren,andwhat might
adecolonialAfrican feministlensbring to suchananalysis?

Sub-questionsnclude:

1. Whatkind of GBVAWC incidencesarereportedn theselectedarticles?



2. Whatarethesimilaritiesanddifferencesn theincidencesanddescriptionsn thetwo case
studie®

3. Whatarethedominantrepresentationsf the maleperpetratorén thearticles?

4. How can thesesimilarities and differencesbe understoodwithin a critical, decolonial

African feministframeworkof maleviolence?

Throughinvestigatingnewsmediarepresentationsf male perpetratorsthe study questiors
whethernewsmediafurther perpetuats systemghatinflict violence Specifically, this study
employs a decolonial feminist lens to analysethe patterns and discourse evident in

representatiomin selectnewsarticlesaboutGBVAW.

16  Structure of the Report

This chapter{ChapterOne) hasprovidedthe study'srationale the literature'sknowledgegap,
theproblemstatemenandresearchaim, objectivesandquestionsFollowingthis, ChapteTwo
provides a literature review and theoreticalframework reviewing the body of literature
relevantto the discoursesurroundingviolencein SouthAfrican society andthe perspectives
of mediarepresentationg/hich explicatethe power of the mediain society.Additionally, it
establisheshe decolonialfeministtheoreticalframeworkthatwasusedin the analysisof this
study. ThereafterChapterThreepresentghiss t u angtildodsandtakesthe readerthrough

the stepsfollowed in theresearctprocess.

Thesestepsenabledthe gatheringand analysisof datapresentedn ChapterFour, which
presentsgiscusseandanalygsthes t u dataGisdattemptso addresshe abovementioned

researchquestion.Lastly, ChapterFive presens an overview of the study, and offers the



findings of the projectby answeringhes t u degearshlguestionsAdditionally, this chapter
offers a reflection on the study'scontributionto decolonialfeminist discoursse surrounding
maleperpetratedsBVAWC andthe representationthereof and givesrecommendationor

furtherresearcho addresghe study'slimitations.



CHAPTER TWO: DECOLONIAL FEMINIST VIEWS ON REPRESENTATIONS OF

MALE VIOLENCE IN SOUTH AFRICA

2.1 Introduction

This chapteris divided into two main sections.The first sectionis a review of the dominant
academidiscourse®n violencein SouthAfrica, while the secondsectionlocatesthe studyin
the theoreticalframeworksof decolonialfeminism In orderto delineatethis violence and
contextualiseits effects, the literaturereview is divided into three subsectionsExplicable
Violence, South African Men and Masculinities and Media Representationsand
ConstructionsTheresearchiecogniseshatviolencein SouthAfrica, andhowit is represented
in the media is locatedin the contextsof race, class,genderand otheredforms of social
inequalitiesthat may form group identities. Therefore,the secondsectionof this chapter
outlinesthetheoreticaframeworkusedto guidethisresearchTheorieson decoloniafeminist
perspectivesre presentedexpoundhg on the key ideasthat havebeenusedas andformed

theframeworkfor, this research.

2.2 Literature Review

This section present works and ideasthat have discussedand analysedthe phenomenon
mentionedabove.lt is centredon pastandcurrentdiscoursesroundviolenceandits effects

on masculinitiesandtherepresentatioof violencein the media.



1. Discourseon Violencein South Africa

Discourseon violenceis often simplified and confinedto violencethat causesodily harm;
however,researclrshowshow violence arisesin many aspectof everydaylife. Thereis a
considerableamountof work that shows the different typesof violencethat are at play in
society (Fanon,1963; Bourdieu, 2003 hooks, 2015; Boonzaier,2017. In the context of
genderediolence theUnitedNationsGeneralAssemblydefinest asii a acyof genderbased
violencethat resultsin or is likely to resultin physical,sexual,or psychologicalharm, or
sufferingto womeni,includingthreatsof suchacts,coercionor arbitrarydeprivationof liberty,
whetheroccurringin public or privatel i {Uaited Nations,1996) However,this definition
doesnotgive anunderstandingf the overlappingntricaciesof pre- andpostcolonialsystems

of gendeyraceandclass

Here Fanon (1963; 1956/1964;2008) has arguedthat, through systemsestablishedby
colonialism,violenceis a part and a residueof colonial systemsof social stratificationand
domination.As a result, colonial conquestcreatedmulti-facetedsystemsof power which
enforcedthe white, patriarchaland upperclassedman as the ideal identity (Fanon,1963;
hooks,1995;Fanon,2008).Thus,violenceis usedto andon systemsandidentitiesoutsidethe
ideal that hooks (1995 p. 29) called the i w h isupremacistcapitalist patriarchyd These
systemicandidentity idealswereupheldandenforcedhroughcolonialsocialinstitutionssuch
aseducationpolicing,andhealth(Fanon2008).Throughthesenstitutions,however systems
maintainedintersectingdomination that threatenedand enactedviolence upon those who
revoltedagainstthem. Thus, physicaland psychologicalharm becameentrenchedn social

domination(Fanon,1956/1964).

10



The harm sustainedthrough social domination sometimesgoesunnoticedas the violence
enactedoy systemds often not asexplicitly seenin societyasviolenceenactedat a personal
level. Here, Bourdieu (2001, p. 9) statesthat the i s o ®@rnde functions as an immense
symbolic machineo thus, the violenceenactedhroughthis orderbecomedisymboli®. It is
symbolic becauset is an imposition of systemsthat symbolisemeaningin societyandare
acceptedhslegitimate.However,thesesystemsareimposel throughinstitutions.While this
perspectivavasacceptedy Gi ¢(20R8),it requiredfurtherexpansionassymbolicviolence
alonedid not highlight the active agentof the systemin the legitimising violence.Therefore,
through explicating symbolic violence, Gi ¢ idéntified violence as existing under two

categoriegBourdieu,2001;Bourdieu,2003;G i ¢ 2088).

The first type of violencethat he unpackeds subjectiveviolence understoodasthe visible
expressionsof violence that are fienactedby social agents,evil individuals, disciplined
repressiveapparatusedanaticalcrowd® ( Gi @G@08&,p. 11). This type of violenceandits
agentanbeeasilyidentified suchasamanrapingawomanor ahusbandeatingup hiswife.
Thistypeof violenae is plainly seenin the UN definition, andin mostliteratureon GBV. The
secondaype of violence,objectiveviolence is finherentin a system:not only direct physical
violencebut alsothe more subtleforms of coercionthat sustainrelationsof dominationand

exploitation,includingthethreatof violenced ( Gi @& p. 9).

This form of violence hastwo subcategoriesThe first is symbolic violence, identified by
Bourdieu(2001) This type of violenceandits agentscanbeidentified however,it is mostly
disguisedand/orprotectedhroughlegitimateinstitutionsin society.This is becausehis type
of violenceis onewhichis i e mb oid largugeandits f o r o 0O p. 1). An

exampleof this mightbetheslursusedin everydaylanguagefor instancesportsfansuserape

11



asasportingmetaphomwhenoneteamis defeatedy another(Bourdieu,2001).1t is alsoseen
in how representationgnd cultural imaginariesmay be violent themselves naturalising
violence, legitimating violence and/or obfuscatingcertain violence. Therefore, symbolic
violenceis atwork in caseof fincitementandthe relationsof socialdominationo which are

producedandreproducedn our regular,everydayspeectforms( Gi @& pp.1-2).

Thesecondf thetwo subcategoriesf objectiveviolenceis systemicviolence.Thisis defined
asthe fithe often-catastrophiacconsequencesf the smoothfunctioning of our economicand
political systeme ( Gi (R@ORB, p. 2). This kind of violence fis thus somethinglike the
notoriousaark matted of physics,the counterparto an all-too-visible subjectiveviolenced
( Gi @@&p. 2). Suchviolenceincludesstructuralharminflicted on individuals suchas
poverty, racismand patriarchy which areslow violenceandthat underminehealthand well-
being leadingto debility and/ordisability (Puar,2015) This form of violenceis exploredin
this researchin relationto andin combinationwith the subjectiveand symbolic forms of
violence.Therefore this definition of violenceincludesthe conceps of subjective objective
(symbolic and systemic)(SOS) violence thus consideringviolence that has beenenacted
physicallyasneitherremovedfrom or absentof the symbolicandsystemicharmsthatareat
play in society This researchtherefore,adoptsthe term SOS violence and the concepts

explainedby it andfurtheradaptst into the currentGBVAWC discourse

Throughthis conceptialisation it is arguedhatviolencein colonialsocietiess locatedwithin

theintersectingcontextsof race,class,gendeyandothersubjugatecdndotheredsubjectivities
andgroupsthatform thebasisof socialinequalitiesbuilt to sustairsocialorderanddomination.
Thus, colonisationwas conquesihich established materialand symbolichierarchalsocial

orderbasedn racist,classistsexist,ageistableistandotherforms of discrimination hinging
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on the colonised'ssubjugation(hooks, 1995; Gqola, 2001; Lugones,2016; Hartman,2019
Mohamed,2023. Theselayeredsystemsof race,class,genderand sexualityfound a strong
footholdin everydaySouthAfrican identiiesandlived experience (Ndlovu-Gatsheni2013).
The multi-facetedlayersof dominationcontinueto havean afterlife in currentSouthAfrica,
thus (re)creatingcoloniality (Lugones,2016;Mack & N a 6 p2019) Coloniality rarely has
visible fihandlers that can be directly addressednd held accountableas Ndlovu-Gatsheni
(2012 p. 48) observessinceit is flaninvisible powerstructurethat sustainscolonial relations
of exploitationanddominationlong afterthe endof directcolonialism ®herefore systemof
powerattachedo colonisationandits afterlife of coloniality haveenjoyedthe invisibility of
its roots(Stoler,2020) Thus,from the point of seekingransformationasolutionsto violence,
this projectseeksto visibilise colonial powersandlogics andtheir effectson SouthAfrican

society(Khoo & Vered,2020)

Thus, it is clearthatviolencein SouthAfrica is not new. Imperialistsusedviolencein their
conquestof Africa to establishpower over the colonies(Fanon,1963). Acts of gratuitous
violencecanbetracedbackto centuriesof colonisation andcontinuedhroughcoloniality vis-

avis institutionsof power, includingin the university(Mama,1997;Mack & N a 6 p2019; ,
Stoler,2020).However,in an attemptto fight backagainstthe brutal and direct violenceof
invisibilised powers African andothersubjugategeoplein SouthAfrica havealwaysfought
againstinstitutionsof oppressiorthroughequallyorganisedorces(Buntman,1996; Mashike,
2005;Webb,2015).This questto conquerandits resistanceéhusderivedai p e r vcauslitvuer e 0
of violence(von Holdt, 2012) The culturehasbeenpassedlown from onegeneratiorto the

nextandhas,for decadesgreateda lineageof violence(Snodgrass2016)
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As aresult genderedelationsin SouthAfrica aremarredby violencebecauséhe vision and
materiality of racial and capital superiority fwent handin-handwith their genderideologies
andhierarchies (Britton, 2006,p. 148). Thereforejn a societywherepatriarchyis the system
of genderedule, howmasculinitiesareformedis entangledn thecoloniallineageof violence.
Violencewasandremainsa tool of subjugationinflicted throughovert, physicalexpressions
and systemsthat createa safeguardor violent momentsto occur (Bourdieu,2003;Gi ¢ e k ,
2008).Furthermoreyiolence throughits banality, andsystemicviolenceof poverty, raceand
patriarchy operatesinsidiougy to debilita, maim and kill Black, poor peopleevery day
(Mohamed2023) Here,someresearctargueshatan identifiableresultof the coloniality of
gendelis the presencef violencein thearticulationof masculinitiesn SouthAfrica and,more
specifically, GBVAWC (Boonzaier2017;Langaetal., 2020;Gqola,2021).This assertionis

furtherunpackedn thisthesis.

2. ConstructingSouth African Men and Masculinities

As elaboratedabove,violencehasbecomea part of the fabric of SouthAfrica, and shapes
subjectiveexperiencesand identities; however,the pervasiveculture of violence hasbeen
particularlyembeddedn the constructionof menandmasculinitiegPattman& Bhana,2006;
Ratele,2006; Sheferet al.,, 2007; Mohamed& Ratele,2012 Langa,2020) Throughthis
embeddednesgiolencehasbeengendereBritton, 2006) Menandmasculinitiesareawarded
genderegowerthroughthe coloniality of genderthusexertingpoweroveridentitiesthatare
constructedn juxtapositionto masculinist colonial ideals (Lugones,2016) Theseothered
identitiesarethereforefeminised(Kumalo, 2018) However,throughthe coloniality of race,
classand other systemsof domination,not all men and masculinitiesare equal (Hubinette,

2020; Ratele,2020) Here, the work of critical studieson men and masculinities(CSMM)
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becomesessentigl as it highlights how power can create inequalities among men and

masculinitiegKimmel etal., 2004;0uzgane& Morrell, 2005;Sheferetal., 2007)

Black menwere subjectedo excessiveviolenceasa form of control for colonisersto gain
maximumlabourfor higherprofits (Ndlovu-Gatsheni2012;Biko, 1978/2015Ratele,2021).
Thus,blackmenandmasculinitiesexistedonly asalabourforceand in a colonialandracist
society weredeemedon-human(Ratele 2020) Racialgenderedelationscreateda hierarchy
that afforded white men ultimate supremacy while subjugateddther® were relationally
disregardedLugones,2016) Tamale (2011) stresseghat coloniality not only others but
violently i b e s t,d atkiidendties. Therefore,theseidentities are constructedwithin a
contextof notionsof western,Europeanficivility 0 in relationto fibeaste proneto fibestiab
ways of life, where violence is normalised (Tamale, 2011) This project therefore
acknowledgeshatsomemenandmasculineédentitiesexistwithin a spectrumof victims and

perpetratoref violencein SouthAfrica (Boonzaier& vanNiekerk,2020).

GBVAWC is thuscomplicatedby the fiothering of particularidentitiesin a racist, classed,
patriarchalageistsociety It is clearthatviolencestatisticsshowthat black menare affected
by the pervasiveculture of violencein SouthAfrica, sincethe dominantform of nonrnatural
mortality for young menis throughviolence (Ratele,2013 Ratele,2008. However,while
acknowledgingthis, Boonzaierand van Niekerk (202Q p. 457) highlight that fiviolenceis
explicitly genderecandimplicatesthe questionof masculinitiesvhetherwe aretalking about
violence againstwomen, children or againstothermen @hus, feminisedbodies and men
themselvessuffer at the handsof violent masculinities though primarily at the handsof
patriarchalracial capitalistsystemsPatriarchyand hegemonidorms of masculinityarethus

implicatedin all formsof violence thus,how menperformprescribednasculinityopenghem
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upto possibilitiesof beingviolentto women childrenandothermen(Tamale 2011;Mohamed

& Ratele2012;Shefer,2016)

White masculinities and systems of male, white, colonisation and capitalism, have
dehumanisedlack men and women, and while Black masculinitiesare affected by this
dehumanisationsociety continues to deal with incidencesof GBVAWC selectively and
without urgency (Xaba, 2019. However, even within their dominanceas men Black
masculinitiesare only awarded&rumbsof poweld through racialisedpatriarchalsystems
(Lewis & Hendricks,2017;Ramaru2017;Xaba,2019) Feminisedbodiesfind themselvest
thecentreof boththematerialviolenceandthe public discourseon GBVAWC in SouthAfrica.
While it hasbeenessentiato centrewomenandgirls, therearealsochallengesl arguethat
centring feminised bodiesdoesnot changethe dire situation that affects them; instead, it
continuesto invisiblise the systemghat shapeand exacerbatéhe high levels of GBVAWC

(Sheferetal., 2007).

Thisresearcltentresnenandmasculinitiego contributeto the dialogueto transformnotonly
GBVAWC, but the culture of violencethat is articulatedthrough masculineidentities and
performancesHere, GBVAWC is understoodas enactedthrough subjective symbolic and
systemiclayers of society and the study is located againstthis backdrop.The research,
therefore analysesGBVAWC asboth perpetratedndvictimising, physically,institutionally
andsystemically.ThestudyengagedsBVAWC by locatingit in invisibilised colonialpowers
andtheir relationto the lineageof raced,patriarchaland classpowerin contemporarySouth
African society. Furthermore,the theoreticaland empirical work on how this lineage of
violenceaffectedSouthAfrican menandmasculinitiesandtheir relationto othereddentities

is analysedo contextualis¢he pervasivestateof GBVAWC.
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3. MediaRepresentationsind Construction

Newsmediarepresentsocialrealities,meaning,and power,andis a particularsite of social
and political contestation(Buiten, 2009) Many studies have highlighted how media
representationseflectandreinforcethe socialrealitiesof powerandothereddentities(Gqola,
2007; Gadzekpo,2009; Hall, 1997b). However, in the context of systemsof power that
construcsocialrealities,whatkind of representationareofferedin mediawherethepervasive
stateof GBVAWC is discussedResearchon genderin mediarepresentationshowshow
women'ssubjugationis producedand reproducedin media (Bosch, 2011). Literature has
illustratedhow men'sviolencetowardsvomenandchildrenin SouthAfrica tendsto beskewed
in waysthatcentrethe victims of this violence ratherthanthe perpetrator®r perpetration®f

it (Boonzaier,2017; Brodie, 2019). What is further worrying are studieshighlighting how

different power structuresaffectedtheserepresentatios For example,representationand
society'sreactionsareracedand classedwheresomevictims are viewed as expendableand
othersmorepreciougButler,2005;Puar,2015 Boonzaier2017;Brodie,2019;Gqola,2021).
Through representationtheseworks show how the media has further violated victims of

GBVAWC throughsymbolicviolence.

Mediamayhinderor supportprogressn howsocietyunderstandandreactgo theperpetration
of GBVAWC. Thus, mediais a powerful tool for social discourseto be constructedand
analysed(Erlank, 2003). How mediarepresentsssuesthat affect the most marginalisedin

societysignificantly reinforcespowerdynamicsin unequalsocialrelations(de Beer& Botha,
2008; Boonzaier,2017) dueto the power of mediarepresentationdBecauseof this power,
analysingnewsrepresentations animportantareaof analysisfor feministconcerngBosch,
2011).
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As aresult,thework of representatiobecomes vital discoursewithin this study, andcentral
to the study are Stuart Hall's theoreticalworks (1996; 1997a;1997b).H a | $cléokarship
analyse$ow popularmediaandnewsrepresentationsf particularissuesor socialgroupscan
be underpinnedy and shapedominantdiscoursesn society,normalising,naturalising,and
evenlegitimising social perceptionsof theseissuesor social groups.However Hall (1996)
further statesthat representationsre actively constructedby the media. He argues for
examplethatcertainrepresentationarefi n fortuitouslyoccurringatthe margins but placed,
positionedat the margins,asthe consequencef a setof quite specific political andcultural
practiceswhich regulated,governedand normalise® the representationahnd discursive
spacesof € s 0 c i (p.442)0 Therefore,mediadoesnot simply representocial realities,
meaningand power; it actively constructsmeaningsthat maintain power to shapespecific

dominantsocialrealities.

Within the specificcontextof GBVAWC, thereis a considerabldody of work aroundmedia
representationsf rapeandviolence.How mediarepresent&BVAWC hasthe powerto either
promote misconceptionsof this social ill, or to undo problematicnarrativesthat further
perpetuatehis violence(Los & Chamard1997;Gouws,2013;Happer& Philo,2013;Gqola,
2015;Sutherlancktal., 2019).In theSouthAfrican contextnewsmediaaffectstheway society
views and reactsto the binarisedmasculineand feminine societal norms that perpetuate
genderedriolence(Gouws,2013; Graham,2013; Gqola,2015). GBVAWC continuesto be
understoodwithin a curatedcontextthat obscuress o ¢ i enteystarsdingf both gendered
relationsandthe violencethatis continuouslyat play in theserelations(Gqola,2007) thus

obfuscatinghe causeandeffectof GBVAWC in society.
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Againstthe genderedracialisedandclassedsystemof this violence,Boonzaien(2022)argues
that when looking at male perpetratorsof GBVAWC, i n a r r eohsiructthe violence
perpetratedby [Black] mené asexpectecandd n o r wiharéa&he violenceperpetratedy
white, wealthyor middle-classmené requiresmuchmore6 e x p | aamdinterrogati@ni
perpetuatingthe very same colonial racialisationof the vi o | e{m d4). drherefore,
representationsf male perpetratorare affectedby systemsof powerwhich haveregulated,
governecandnormalisedviolenceperpetratedyy Black menliving in poverty.Representations
tendto bestiali® Black men while simultaneouslyawardng white men understandingand
empathyfor their violent actions(Lemon, 1995; Ratele,2013; Hubinette,2020; Langa et
al.,2020) Therefore, through differing representation®f male perpetrators,news media
reproducesa dominantcolonial social discourse placing men most affected by systemic

violenceasthedominantfaceof GBVAWC in SouthAfrica.

It is againsthis backdropthatthe studyaddressethecall of BoonzaiemndvanNiekerk(202Q
p. 458), thatfistudieson violencetakea contextual historicalandintersectionaperspectiveo
generategreaterinsight into the complexways in which violent momentsare produced
Therefore within theidentified points of intersectionthe studypursueghis call in two ways
firstly, visibilising the powersof patriarchyby problematisingviolent masculinitiesin the
discourseof GBVAWC througha solefocuson maleperpetratorsandsecondly,focusng on
male perpetratorswithin a perspectivethat acknowledgesand highlights the historical and
intersectionabystemsat play in momentsof GBVAWC. In thisway, it will facilitate greater
insightinto the complexities or lack thereof in constructinga discourseof maleperpetrators
in newsmedia.Therefore the studyaimsto analyg SOSviolencewith afocuson mediaasa

colonial institution of power. This requiresa lensthat allows all avenuef this issueto be
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covered;thus, the study utilised a decolonialfeminist perspectiveof genderandviolencein

SouthAfrican newsreportsof GBVAWC.

2.3 Theoretical Framework: Decolonial Feminism

Feministshave long arguedagainstsystemsthat aim to subjugatewomenin society;thus,
GBVAWC hasbecomeacritical feministconcernHowever,decoloniafeministtheoryfurther
acknowledgeghat thesesystemsstemfrom coloniality and the strugglesattachedto them
(Lugones?2016;Boonzaier2017;Mama,2017;Mack& N a 0 p2019)iThereforedecolonial
feministviews of GBVAWC highlight the complexity of violent masculinities(Boonzaier&

van Niekerk, 2020) Masculinitiesare portrayedas violent by compoundand intersecting
systemsof social order. Coloniality thus affectsthe collective, which is boundtogetherand
divided by systemsof domination,suchasrace,class,gender sexuality,etc. (Mama,1997).
As a result, decolonial feminism arguesthat, for feminised bodiesto be liberated from

patriarchyandviolence,colonial systemamustbe dismantledaltogetherLorde, 1984; Mack
& Na 6 p 2019 Xaba, 2019). hooks (1995 p. 60) coined the term fimperialist white
supremacisheterepatriarchals y s tt@mnmoreaccuratelynamethe focusof resistancén the

decolonialfeministprojectof liberation.

Within this project, masculinitiesrequire further analysisfor the disruption of patriarchal
domination Therefore,when colonisationconstructsBlack men as bestial, it entrapsthem
within fithe peculiarfixation with spectacle®f violenceinflicted on the Black male bodyd
(Lewis, 2011, p. 203) Here, the victimhood of Black men is invisibilised through the
normalisationof this infliction. Further,it trivialises the victimhood of Black womenand

constructsheirbodiesasunviolatableand/oralwaysalreadyiolated(Mama,1997;Boonzaier,
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2017; Helman, 2018; Gqola, 2021) Coloniality, therefore,continueswith narrativesthat
depictedAfricans as fibestialandinhumane to justify the coloniser$ brutal force andharm
inflicted throughcolonisation(Tamale 2011) Further this harmhasleft amyriadof afterlives

thatcarryii s t i affdctivaembodiment®f the colonisedpeople(Ahmed,2010,p. 29).

From systemsahat causedispossessioandforcedlabour, coloniality hasconstructedaced,
classedand gendereddentities. Theseidentitiesare turnedinto illegitimate bodies,andthe
violenceinflicted uponthemis legitimated(Mack & N a 6 p2019) However,throughthe
decolonialfeminist perspectivethe illegitimisation and bestialisingof thesebodiesis highly
problematisedHere, decolonialfeminism thus deemsSOS violence as a central concern
underminedby the hypervisibiliseddominantconstructedocus on individual interpersonal

violence(Xaba,2017)

Decolonialfeminist perspectivesre thereforeusedfor thiss t u dngdiasnalysisfor two
reasonskFirstly, this perspectiveecognisesandthusidentifies the symbolicmodesof power
that, secondly,uncoverthe extentto which mediaupholds (or disrups) colonial systemsof
power. Therefore,this study aims to analysethe representation®f male perpetratorsof
GBVAWC througha decolonialfeminist perspectiveThis theoreticalframeworkallows for
greaterinsightinto how poweris reproducedn contemporarynewsrepresentationsf male
perpetratorsandthe systemicintricaciesthereof. Thus, surfacingthesethemespushesback

againstsuperficialengagementiLorde, 1984)
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2.4 Conclusion

This chapterhas delvedinto the discoursearoundviolence, male perpetratorsand media
representationsKey conceptssuch as SOS violence, dehumanisation perpetratorhood,
victimhood representatiomnd constructeddentitieswere highlightedand explicated.These
conceptdorm a significantpart of how the studywill analysenewsmediarepresentationsf
male perpetratorof GBVAWC. Thus,they arethe key conceptsn the decolonialfeminist
analyticallens.Further,throughthis literaturereview, the studylocatesitself in the discourse
of GBVAWC. As evidentin the review, this study fills a researchgap by highlighting
invisibilised patriarchal colonial and racial capitalist systems of power in media
representationsThe study generags recommendationsn how news mediacan changeits
dominantdiscourseto onethatis helpful in the persistingbattle againstGBVAWC in South
Africa. By utilising adecoloniafeministlens,this chaptethasflaggedhow decoloniafeminist
perspectivesnay inform mediaanalysesthus answeringthe centralquestionof this study
How are male perpetratorgepresentedn newspapenrticles about genderbasedviolence
againstwomenandchildren andwhat might a decolonialAfrican feministlensbring to such

ananalysis?
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CHAPTER THREE: RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY

3.1 Introduction

This study utilised decolonialfeministtheory. Therefore whensearchingor a methodology,
the designand processhad to be alignedwith decolonialfeminist principles. This chapter
presentsthe researchdesignand the methodologyappliedin this study. The chapterfirst

explainsthe casestudymethodologicabpproachanddiscussesheimportanceandrelevance
of this approachfor the currentstudy. Thereafter the chapterdescribeghe datapreparation,
extractionandanalysisprocessFurther,this chapterdiscusseshe ethicalconsiderationshat
informed the researchprocess.Finally, a discussionon ther e s e a rpaesitiomalit§ and

reflexivity is presented.

3.2 ResearchDesign

This study utilised a qualitative decolonialfeminist researchapproachto analyseselected
newspapemrepresentation®f male perpetratorsof GBVAWC. Since the answersto the
researchguestionwill unearthpossiblereproductionof genderedgclassand racial powerin
news media,decolonialfeminist perspectivesvere most suited. Qualitative approachesre
consistentvith the decolonialepistemologieshat framethis study.As Smith (2013 p. 198
highlights, decolonialqualitative researchallows for fiemancipatorypossibilitiesand power
relationsassociatedvith researchingnarginalisedand vulnerablecommunitiesthe outsider
@thelb possibled Thus, decolonialfeminist qualitativeapproachesllowed this studyto not
only uncoverthefi o t h eanditieffectson womenandchildren,but enabledt to pick up

oni ot h eepresdndationandtheir effecton GBVAWC througha reality thatis i n ant
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objectiveentity; rather,thereare multiple interpretationof r e a |(Metrigng 1998, p. 22).

Further,this researchaimsto identify how a decolonialfeminist lens makes senseof news
representationsf maleperpetrator®f GBVAWC, by usinganinductiveapproactwheredata
will emergeandinform theory.Therefore the studychosecasestudiesto answertheresearch

guestionto implementtheaimsandobjectivesmentionedabove.

Feministresearchmethodologiesregroundedn principlesof socialjusticeresearchandan
intersectionalgenderlens (Ramazanogl& Holland, 2002; Boonzaier,2014; Shefer,2021).
This studyformsa partof the socialjusticebody of researchasit highlightsthe full spectrum
of powerrelationsat play in representationsf GBVAWC. However only a small partof this
researchanaly®s the male perpetratoras the subjectof interest. Thus, the current study
challengesheunderlyingpowerthatis reproducedn someinstance®f knowledgeoroduction.
Challengingandcontributingto this bodyof work thereforeremindsusofthefi i t e natutei v e
of knowledgeandthepowerrelationsthatproducet for peopleseekingsocialj u s t(Golting, 0
2012, p. 20). Further, by using decolonialfeminist principles, the study is intersectional
wherebyrace genderandclassbecomeequallyforegroundedn theanalysig Crenshaw1989;
Lewis, 2001; Scott, 2021). This allows for a reflexivity that encourageghe disavowal of

researcheneutralityandobjectivity (Mama,2011a Smith,2013;Khoo & Vered,2020).

3.3 ResearchMethod

This study utilised a casestudy methodology.Stakeseesa casestudyasafi s t ofdhg
particularityandcomplexityof asinglecasecomingto understands activity within important
c i r c u ms(1985npc a).sTherefore,this methodwas chosenasit i o f fa eneassof

investigatingcomplexsocial units consistingof multiple variablesof potentialimportancen

24



understandingthe p h e n o méMewiamy 2009, p. 50). Thus this study, informed by
decolonialfeminist theories,focuseson GBVAWC asa resultof the social unit of colonial
power(Boonzaier& van Niekerk,2018;Mack & N a 6 p2019).Within theseperspectives,
the power that shapesGBVAWC is more complex than previously representedas it is
embeddedn materialconditionsof inequality andinjustice. As emphassed in the previous
chaptersGBVAWC is a complexphenomenoromplicatedoy multiple powersystemssuch
as gender,class,andrace. The casestudy methodologyallowed this study to excavatethe
significanceof race classandgendemithin thenewsrepresentationsf thisviolence;i.e. how
the newsrepresentationkighlight certainaspect®f GBVAWC andsilenceothers in orderto

rationaliseandreproduceparticularsetsof inequalityalongracist,classedandgenderedines.

Therefore py ficoncentratingon a singlephenomenoir entity (the case) theresearcheaims
to uncoverthe interactionof significantfactorscharacteristiof the phenomenon (Merriam,
2009,p. 43). Thus,with GBVAWC beingsowidely coveredandreportedon in SouthAfrica,

how werethe casedor this studychosen™ere, Stake(1995 p. 4) suggestshat casestudies
be chosenbasedon casesthat are flikely to lead us to modify generalisatiors of the
phenomenonConsequentlythefirst casestudyselectedvasthatof thefi J &levo Informal

Settlemenfathero which waschoserbecausehe incidentcameto light on socialmediaand
sparked outrage. In this outrage, race, class, and gender were part of the underlying

conversatiorof the violence captured and widely shared,in photographsand videos.As a

result, this incident caught the attention of decolonial feminist concern.However,i t h e

inclusion of multiple casesis a commonstrategyfor enhancingthe externalvalidity and
generalisabilityof f i n d i(Megian) 2009, p. 50). Merriam (2009 p. 49) suggestghat
findividual casessharea commoncharacteristicor conditioro and that the additionalcases

choserarefurtherfisomehowcategoricallyboundtogethero
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Informedby theseguidelinesthis studychosehefiDrosRapisb asits secondtasestudy.While
these cass seemto be subjectively unaligned,they both sparkedsocial outragein their
respectiveracial, classand genderpowercontextsin SouthAfrican society.The secondcase
study involved a white middle-class perpetrator while the first involved a Black poor
perpetrator this allowed for a readingof the two casesthrough each other to draw out
differencesthat speakto racist, classistnarratives.Therefore,thesetwo casestudiesare
boundedat three convergingpoints, as Merriam (2009) suggestedFirstly, in termsof time
frames,both violent momentsoccurredin the year2018. Secondly they are boundthrough
spacesincebothoccurredn SouthAfrican public spacesandnotin privatespacesuchasthe
home Lastly,theyareboundby publicattentionthesecasesverethecentreof socialdiscourse
that highlightedthe persistenprevalenceof GBVAWC andits public displayin the country.
However,thetwo casestudiesalsodiffer considerablyat the level of raceandclasscontexts.
Notably,theonecaseook placein apovertystrickeninformal settlementwhile theothertook

placein amiddle-classfamily restaurant.

Thesecommonalitiesand divergencesare describedand explicatedin the individual case

descriptiondelow.

1. CaseDescriptions

Thefollowing is a presentatiof the casestudiesutilisedin this study, providingadescriptive
analysisof eachcase asreportedn differentformsof mediafrom theyear2018to 2019.The
presentationdescribevhatsocial,online,andnewsmediareportedon eachcaserangingfrom
theincidentto thetime of perpetratosentencingrespectively(12 April 2018and22 September
2018) While the incidencesand contextsof violencewerevastly different, they weresimilar
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in that they were the focus of social discoursearoundGBVAWC in SouthAfrica in 2018;
thereforethesecasestudieswerea productivespaceo applya decolonialfeministanalysisof
the representatiorof male perpetratoran contemporarySouth Africa. The two casesare

individually describedelow.

Then J 8levolnformal SettlemenE at her o

On 12 April, 2018, municipal officials, underthe supervisionof the Nelson MandelaBay
MetropolitanPolice,demolishedhouseduilt in JoeSlovoinformalsettlemenin PortElizabeth
(called Ggeberhasince February2021). The SouthAfrican Police Servicewas also heavily
presenin theareatol s a f e thedemotitionprocesgBusoetal.,2018) About90 houses
were demolished,stirring heavy emotional build-up in homeownersas they watchedthe
procesainfold, which broughton tensionsetweerresidentaandgovernmenbfficials. As the
last standinghousewas aboutto be demolishedthe homeownerclimbed up the roof of his
housewith his thenoneyearold daughterWith the assistancef the child's motherandthe
supportof hiscommunity themanclimbedup ontohisroof andsatholdinghis daughteto his
chest.Accordingto mostof the reports the fatherthreatenedo throw the child off theroof if

officials refusedto stopthe demolitionprocesgO'Reilly, 2018)

At first, policewerereportedto havetried to negotiatewith thefatherfrom thetop of a hippd
parkednearby Whenthesenegotiationgailed,the policeclimbedup ontotheroof of thehouse
The ambushed to a scuffle betweenofficers andthe father, resultingin the fatherallegedly
throwing his oneyearold daughteroff the roof (Buso et al., 2018) ConstableLuyolo

Nojulumba successfullycaughtthe child, and the father was arrested(Sain, 2018) This

4The hippo is a South African armoured personnel carrier specially designed to besistant. The carrier
can carry ten police officers and has a renugterated turret that mounts dual 7.62mm machine guns.
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incidentwas capturedby journalistsin a seriesof photographsimageswere sharedby the
ATruth andJusticeContinu@® Facebookpage with the child'sfacenotablynot blurred. These
imageswerefurthersharedhroughdifferentonline platforms.The storyandimages(with the
c h i facklduwsred)werethenpublishedfirstin TheHeraldon 13 April, 2018,adayafterthe

incidentoccurred(Busoetal., 2018)

ConstableNojulumbawas later awardedfor braveryin savingthe toddler'slife. The father
appearedn court,andhis identity was publishedimmediatelyafter his first courtappearance
(African News Agency, 2018a;Dorfling, 2018; Pyatt,2018) which went againstboth legal
andmediastatute (Bird, 2018) Publishingthep e r p e tnansedomravénethe pressCode

of EthicsandConductfor SouthAfrican PrintandOnline Media (2016) Section8:

In the spirit of Section28.2of the Bill of Rights,the mediashall exerciseexceptionakareand
consideratiorwhenreportingaboutchildren.If thereis any chancethat coveragemight cause
harmof anykindto achild, heor sheshallnotbeinterviewed photographeor identifiedwithout
the consentof a legal guardianor of a similarly responsibleadult and the child (taking into

consideratiorthe evolving capacityof the child); anda public interestis evident.

While Section8 doesnot specifically mentionnot naminga perpetratorjt was contravened
through the ¢ h i lretafioaship with the perpetrator.Here, naming the father and his
relationshipto thechild, exposegheidentity of thechild. Therefore namingthefatherputthe
child atrisk. While this codeof ethicsputsthe burdenof careon the mediaoutlet, the codeof
ethicsstrivesto protectchildrenfrom harm.This ensureshatnewsarticlesdo not makepublic
informationthat might be identifiable or harmful, thus upholding Section28.2 of the South
African Bill of Rights which highlights that fi achild's best interestsare of paramount

importancen everymatterconcerninghec hi | d o .
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This researcharguesthat the nameof the Joe Slovo informal settlementathershouldnever
have beenprinted in any newsarticles, as his direct relationshipwith the child makesher
identity easily identifiable. Thereis no indication as to whetherthe issue of naming the
perpetratowas appliedfor asa part of legal proceeding®or not. Whatis reported however,

arethereasonsvhy the perpetratowasrefusedbail (African NewsAgency,2018)

At hisinitial bail hearingthecourtrefusedail becausehe perpetratodid not havea verified
addressHis stateprovidedlegalaid, however,arguedthatthis wasthe fault of the policeand
nottheaccusedTheperpetratoreceivednoticeablesupportfrom communitymembersf Joe
Slovo, who werecalling for his releasqO'Reilly, 2018) Thetrial continued The perpetrator
wassentencean 13 June 2019 on chargeshatweredowngradedrom attemptedmurderto
child abuseandreceivedaoneyearjail sentencesuspendetbr five yearsandafine (Dresch,
2019) The child waslater returnedto the careof her motherandthe perpetratorafter social

workersfoundthatthe child wasin no dangerin their care.

Thedn DrRPaspi st 0O

On 22 September2018, a report of a sexualassaultat the Dros Steakhouseestauranin
Silverton surfacedon Facebook.The eventsfollowing this postwould later causea social
mediauproar.On 25 Septemberthe National ProsecutingAuthority confirmedan arresthad
beenmadeat a Dros restauranin Pretoria.The following day, the Dros restauranissueda
closedstatementonfirming i t hamincident (involving a minor child) took p | a at €hé
Silverton outlet (News24,2018&). This statementas not well-receivedby the public, who
accusedhe franchiseof lackingfi h u ma nimtkees statemen{Matshili, 2018a) Following

the Dros statementa video of the incident was uploadedto Twitter, depicting the naked
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perpetratorcoveredin blood, seeminglyrecordedon a cell phone.This video pushedsocial

mediaconversationaboutthe Drosrapeto a peak.

Social mediausersdiscussedhe p e r p e tidemtity, amd arguedthat the bulk of media
outletsprotectecdhis identity becauséewasawhite man.In responséo theaccusationmedia
outlets publishedstatementgrom criminal law expertswho explainedthe unlawfulnessof
namingthe perpetratomat this stage(Bird, 2018; Gwangwa,2018). Theseexpertsechoedhe
pleasof the SouthAfrican GovernmeniTwitter page,which, the day beforehad askedSouth
Africansto stopsharingthedisturbingvideoof the perpetratorasit involvedtherapeof achild
(Gousetal., 2018) The governmentaippealedo the public to remaincalmandallow the law
to takeits course asthe perpetratohadbeenremandednto custodyandwould appeain court

on 2 October(Gwangwa2018)

At thep e r p e tbailagpearar@icectivistsprotestedutsidethe courtandcalledfor him to
bechargedvith attemptednurder(Matshili, 2018b).Mediaoutlets,howeverweredividedon
namingthe perpetratordespitethe N P A armouncemernthat the perpetratorcould now be
named(Dlamini, 2018) He wasnot grantedbail and at his next court appearancehis legal
teamaskedfor mentalobservatiorto determinewhetherhe wasfit for trial; this requestwas
granted(Gouset al., 2018) The perpetratomwas deemedit to standtrial and later pleaded
guilty to rapingthe child, following harrowingdescriptionsof the incident. The court later
foundthe perpetratoguilty of rape,possessionf drugsanddefeatingthe endsof justice and

sentencedhim to life imprisonmenbn 17 October 2019(Citizenreporter,2019)

The casestudiesaboveareindependentasesandeachii i n d i casestudyeconsistsof a

6 w h ostudy6n which facts are gatheredfrom various sourcesand conclusionsdrawn on
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thosef a c (Tdllis, 1997 p. 5). A study sampleof newspaperepresentation®f male
perpetratorsvas chosenfrom thesecasestudies.The samplingtechniqueand processare

presentedbelow.

2. DataCollectionand Procedure

This study usednewspapearticlesreporing on the casestudiesdescribedabove.However,
thesenewspapersould not all be usedastheywereeitherin Afrikaansor too short andthus,
a studysamplehadto be drawn.Samplingmeansselectingthe groupthatwill form thefocus
of theresearchSamplingis a crucialaspecbf casestudyresearchandtheresearchemustbe
clearandtransparenin therationaleandmethodof selectingcasegYazan,2015) Casestudies

aimto selecthemostappropriatandinformativecasegor theresearclyuestiorbeingstudied.

This study utilised purposivesampling whichis fi t y p iusedih duglitative researcho
identify and selectthe informationrich casesfor the most proper utilisation of available
r e s o U(Etikae et al., 2016,p. 2). Purposefulsamplinginvolvesselectingsourcesof data
basedn specificcharacteristicthatarerelevantto theresearctyuestion(Etikanetal., 2016)
For example this study haspurposefullysampledhewspapeatrticlesthatreportedon the Joe

Slovoinformal settlementatherandthe Drosrapist(Merriam,1998).

This studyutilisedthe SabinetSA Mediadatabasewhich providedaccesso variousacademic
journals, newspapersand other publications.i S a b BAl Mddia databaseis the most
comprehensivanedia databasen South Africa that containsover 3 million newspaper
clippingsfrom variousSouthAfricann e ws p aRoenzaser2022,p. 5), including 39 local
and nationalSouthAfrican publications(Brodie, 2019) The processof samplingnewspaper
clippings was basedon the times of the legal proceedingof eachcase,i.e., the momentof
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violenceor laying of the charge,the first court/bail appearancand the sentencingof each
perpetratorTherefore newspapeclippingspublishednationallyandlocally coveringthe Joe

Slovoinformal settlementase andthe Drosrapecasecouldberetrievedfrom this database.

The studyfirst sampledarticlesrelatingto the JoeSlovo informal settlementase usingthe
searchphraseil J &levoinformal settlement a t haedthétime rangeof 12 April 2018to
19 June2019.This periodwasbasedon the day of the momentof violenceto sevendaysafter
thep e r p e tcoua sentenéingproceedingsThis initial searchgenerateden articles, of
which nine were relevantto the study. Thesenewsarticleswere then scannedo establish

whetherthey providedanin-depthandinformationrich representationf the case.

Here,thecriteriafor anin-depthandinformationrich articlemeanthatit waslong (morethan
250 words) and placedin the most prominentsections(first five pages)of the newspaper
(Gadzekpo,2009) After this initial scan,a second,more specific searchwas needed so
keywordswereaddedandrefined.The boundaryof time wasleft asit was,andthe keywords
fiLuyhdijoul wmib f 0 ecohtieefather}o® wereseparatelentered This generated 3
newspapearticles;however,six were repeatsfrom the previouskeyword search,andthree
were publishedin Afrikaans. Therefore,this final searchgeneratedl3 relevant articles
publishedrom 13 April 2018(adayafterthemomentof violenceoccurredandwassharecbn

socialmedia)to 06 June2018(for a brief courtappearance).

SAlthough published in the archived news, the perpetrator's name, which is now publicly accessible, will not be
mentioned in is study, as it would go against decolonial feminist principles of ethics. These will be further

explicated in the ethical considéoms of this chapter.
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The first article was breakingnews?® titled i U n esiegedad flings toddler off shackr o0 o f o
(Busoetal., 2018) while thesecondwastitled i O f f hailedasheroaftersavingbabyfrom

f a (Shim,2018) Thefollowing two sampledarticleswereaboutthep e r p e tfirstacdud r 6 s
appearanceandweretitled i S u p forodadwho flungt o O®&eilly, 2018)andfi P &ad
deniedbail afterchild abusec h a r @\feiceroNewsAgency,2018) Lastly, the final setof
articleswasintendedto be aboutthep e r p e tsentenhcimgHOvwever,therewereno such
articlesavailableon the databaseThus, it was assumedhat this meantan absenceof such
reports.Therefore articlesthatreportedonthep e r p e tstatamento thesnedia andthe
lastpublishedarticleonthe JoeSlovoinformal settlementather, wereused.Thisleft only two
articles that fit the criteria titled, i B a-togsingdad: 6 t i dwaétto kill h e r(Mews24,
2018a) Thesecriteria presentedhis casestudywith a total sampleof five news articlesfor

analysisandthe samplingof the secondcasestudycouldcommence.

In the samplingprocessof the secondcase the preliminary searchwasguidedby the search
phraseil D r ro & p anadthe time rangeof 22 Septembe018to 24 October2019 Like the
first casestudy,the daterangewassetbasedon the day the momentof violenceoccurredto
sevendaysafterthep e r p e tcouat seotendirgproceedingsHere, however,the initial,
searchgeneratech much highertotal numberof articles rich enoughto draw out a sample
thus,nofurthersearchesvereneededThesearchgeneratedtotal of 79relevantarticlesdated
from 27 Septembe2018(five daysafterthe momentof violenceoccurredandsharedn social
media) to 19 October2019 (a week after the p e r p e t firskh derdendingappearance).
Althoughthe populationsize of this casestudywasrich, the systemati@approactestablished

in thefirst casestudyguidedthe samplingprocess.

6 Breaking news is distinguishable from predictable news in that breaking news sets the journalistic pulse racing:
of being first on the scene at a major news story or "breaking" a story through dogged journalistic endeavour
(Lewis & Cushion, 2009).
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Six of these79 newspapearticleswere chosento makeupthes t u dample.Becausdhe
casestudywasdeemeda sensitivecasethatcould not be reportedon by newsmediafi u nthei |
accusedpleadsthe ¢ h a r (Gveangwa,2018, p. 2), the violent incident was not directly
reportedon until five daysafterit occurred.Thus,only one article qualified asan in-depth,
informationrich article that was placedin the most prominentsectionsof the newspaper
(Gadzekpo,2009) titled i Dr reaxtsto ¢ h i lrade@ats e s t a (Newa24,2018). The
selectiorof thesecondarticlewasbasednthep e r p e tfirsstadurtappéasanceyhereonly
onearticlewasfit for thesampletitled i C h easDrosrapeaccusediropsbailb i (Gouset
al., 2018) The last three articles were selectedbasedon the p e r p e t preaanddposé s
sentencingourtproceedingsandweretitled i 6 D rmadeserapeh e r(Tdhabye,2019) i |
intentionallyrapedgirl (7) attherestaurant Ni n o(dem@aan2019)and;f D r-wsiggchild
rapistgetsl i {C&izenreporter,2019) Thesecriteria presentedhis casestudywith a total
sampleof five newsarticlesfor analysispbringingthes t u dinal&anpleto tenarticles.From

this, adatacollectionprocedurevasimplemented.

3. DataAnalysis: ThematicAnalysis

Oncethe samplewasset the datacollectionprocessstarted.Thefirst stepof datacollection
wasa quick scanof the studysample usinganinductiveapproachandthusrelying on datato
elucidatethemesin eachcase andbetweenthe casa (Fereday& Muir-Cochrane2006) An
inductive researchapproachinvolves readingand interpretingraw textual datato develop
conceptsthemesor a processnodelthroughinterpretationdasedon datg andrelying on the
theoreticaunderpinning®f this study(Thomas2006) Theseemerginghemesvouldthenbe
usedin the s t u dcayalysss.As Yazan (2015) suggestedgcasestudiesrequire the overall
collectionandanalysisprocesdor onecaseto be completedbeforemovingon to the second.
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Thisis becausé wtakea particularcaseandcometo know it well, not primarily asto how it
is differentfrom othersbutwhatit is, whatit d o e(Stake, 1995 p.8). Thus,thestudyfocused

on newsarticlesfrom the JoeSlovoinformal settlementasefirst.

The secondstepof dataanalysisentaileda closereadingof articlesin the JoeSlovoinformal
settlementcase to achievea deeperfamiliarisationwith the case,and identify preliminary
codes(Steadet al., 2016; Mackiesonet al., 2019). The initial codeswere: 1. Violence 2.
Representatigr8. SpaceThestudythenrevertedo theresearclguestiongo identify whether
thesecodescould build themeghatwould align to decolonialfeministtheory, andadequately

answetrthe researclguestionof this study (Fereday& Muir-Cochrane2006;Yazan,2015) It
wasestablishedhatthecodefi Vi o | spoketogh@first researclguestionj.e. Whatkind of

GBVAWC incidencesrereportedn theselectedrticles?Theseconccodei Re pr esent at i
spoketo the secondresearchguestionj.e. Whatarethe dominantrepresentationsf the male

perpetratorsn thearticles?Thethird code i S p a sp@keétq researchlguestionneandtwo.

The codesthen hadto be brokendown into sub-codesfor dataextraction.Sub-codeswere
nameddefined assigne@colourandrecordedn acodebookwhichensuredhatkeyelements
andstepsof dataanalyss wererecordedlt alsoarticulatedhow the datainformedthe broader
codethat would turn into a theme(Mackiesonet al., 2019) This processyeneratedix sub

codesthat were recordedinto the codebook:violenceinflicted, violence endured,censored
representationsacceptedrepresentationspccupiable spaces,and restricted spaces.For

completanitial definitions,assignedolour,scopeandthemebuild-up of eachsub-code please

referto AddendumA.
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Theapplicationof codesto thetwo casesnvolvedhighlightingtextin eachnewsarticlein the
colourassignedo therelevantcodein the codebookThe codedtext wasmadeup of phrases,
sentencegparagraphaindimages.This allowedfor the identificationof recurringpatternsn
datathatwould laterbe usedin the analysisstage.This processvasappliedarticle by article,
whereeachreadingwas dedicatedo one code.Therefore eacharticle wasreadthreetimes,
oncefor eachcode Oncethis wasdone,a final readingof all articleswasdoneto checkfor
continuity, omissionsand/orpossibleadditions.The outcomeof this processs presentedn

AddendumB. This processvasthenreplicatedandappliedto the Drosrapecasestudy.

In thecodingproces®f theDrosrape,anewthemeemerged4. SocialPsychopathieg-orthe
purpose®f validity andcontinuationthe emergencef this themerequiredanadditionto the
codebookwheretheadditionalcodewasnameddefinedandassignedcolour. Thenewcodes
were namedd@xtenuatingand aggravatingsocial psychopathigsand placedin the sectionof

Level Il coding.In contrastthefirst threecodesweretitled Level | codes.Oncecodingwas
completedn the Drosrapecasestudy,asecondevel of codingwasimplementedn bothcase
studiesfirst, to applythe newcodeto thefirst casestudy, secondfo ensurethe continuity of

codesn all articles.

This processreateda dataset which wascarefullyreadin thefinal stepof dataanalysisand
the codesthemeswererevisited.It wasfound that somecodesthemesneededenamingand
redefining asthey no longersufficiently reflectedthe dataset. Therefore new themeswere
presentedn the last column of the codebookas 1. Legitimatevs lllegitimate Violence 2.
RepresentatiorA Racialisatiornof Male Perpetrators3. Politics of spaceand4. Aggravating

vs ExtenuatingSocialPsychopathyThis led to thefinal stagethe dataanalysis.
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Thedatawereanalysedisingthematicandcritical discourseanalysigo createa morecomplex
understandingf thediscoursearoundthe casestudies.Thematicanalysisvasusedasthefirst
level of analysis,followed by critical discourseanalysis.Thematicanalysisis a methodthat
involves identifying, analysingand reporting patterns(themes)that emergedfrom the data
(Braun& Clarke,2006) This madeup thefirst level of analysisfor this study. Throughthe
coding process,commonthemeswere identified and with the help of existing literature,
meaningwasassignedo them(Fereday& Muir-Cochrane2006) After that,connectionand
disconnection®f this meaningwere presentedThus, this first level of analysisallowedthe
studyto answerthe third researchlquestionposedin this study; What arethe similaritiesand

differencedn theincidencesanddescriptionsn the selectedarticles?

4. DataAnalysis: Critical DiscourseAnalysis

This studyrequiredmore thanmerelydiscussingandanalysingthe patterndoundin thedata
asit aimedto find deepemeaningn howthesepatterndurtherspoketo systemsf power.As
the study groundedtself in decolonialfeminist perspective®f systemsof powerthat affect
GBVAWC, it wasessentiato usea contextualhistoricalandintersectionaperspectivdor the
analysis(Boonzaier& van Niekerk, 2020) As a result, a secondlevel of analysiswas

introduced.

Forthis, critical discourseanalysisvasappliedto thefindingsof thethematicanalysisCritical
discourseanalysegrimarily study how social power,dominanceand inequality are enacted
andreproducedn society(van Dijk, 1993) Whatis lesssalientthanthe patternspresentn
datawasthe underlyingmodesof powerthat were at play. Thus, critical discourseanalysis
madefi t r a n ghe eonnectiansetweendiscoursepractices,social practices,and social
structuresconnectionghatmightbeo p a qimnteeeverydayuseand consumptiorof news
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(Xie, 2018,p. 399) Therefore throughthe useof critical perspectivethe CDA will highlight
underlyingmodesof capitalism raceandpatriarchythatcouldbecarriedin thethemeghatare
identified. For example,in thethemel. Legitimatevs lllegitimate Violence,systemsof race
andclassunderpinwhich violencesarelegitimateandwhich areillegitimate. Here,language
useddescribeviolence perpetratedby oppressedeopleis plain and patent.However,the
languagaisedto describeheviolenceperpetratedby groups,nstitutionsandsystemsf power
is unobtrusiveandsometimesaffirming violencein society(Boonzaier2017;Gouws,2017).
In this theme,the connectiondetweendiscourseon male perpetratorsnewsme d i uaedfs
languagen reportingof violenceand,structuresof raceandclassarethusmadeapparenand

analysed.

Oncethemesand patternsof meaningwere identified, they were analysedusing decolonial
feministperspectivesTheseperspectivesonfrontthe productionandreproductiorof systems

of dominationthat maintainsocial power andinequality (Lugones,2016;Mack & Na 6 put i ,
2019;Boonzaie& vanNiekerk,2020;Tamale 2020) andhighlighthowthesesystemgurther
aggravateandnormalisethe problemof GBVAWC in SouthAfrica. Thereforethedifferences

and similarities picked up from the thematicanalysisallowed this studyto answerthe final
researclyuestiorof this study;How canthesesimilaritiesanddifferencedeunderstoodvithin

the contextof acritical, decoloniafeministframeworkof maleviolence?

3.4  Reflexivity

A critical aspectof doing decolonial feminist researchis the acknowledgmenthat our
situatednessind subjectivity is alwaysbleedinginto the analysisand lensesthat we useas

researcher@vlama,2011b; Ahmed,2014;Kessi& Boonzaier2018).Reflexivity is thusboth
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A a athical and political p r a ¢ t(Harcoairg 2016, p. 240) and my situatednessand
subjectivityformeda part of the critical engagementf the researctprocessThis reflexivity
allowed me to recognisethe obviousand underlyingeffectsof doing violenceresearctthat
couldbemistakerasremovedrom theresearclprocesgMohamed2023).As aBlackwoman
living in a violent, racist, (post)colonialand capitalist South Africa, | have experiences
politically shapedy therace classandgenderedystemghatcontrolsociety Further,my past
experience®f sexualandgenderbasedviolencehaveshapedny outlook on bothvictim and
perpetratorhoodTherefore,throughoutthis study, | continuouslyrevisited past subjective,
institutionalandsystemiceffectsof thistrauma which mayhaveinformedsomeaspect®f my
readingof the casestudiesandtheir data. Therefore reflexive work becamea major part of

thisresearclprocess.

Reflexive work mustintentionally be part of researchasit helps createknowledgethat is
reflective andrecognisepositionsof powerthatmay havearole in thereproductiorof SOS
violence(Ahmed,2014;Kessi& Boonzaier2018).In this study,reflexivework wasachieved
throughvoicing my sensitivitiesandfeelingswith my supervisomandthroughoutour Feminist
ResearchMethodologiesclass.A memorablesupervisionsessiorendedwith my supervisor
remindingme, A B athig is difficult, taxing work. Taketime out to reflectandr e pl eni s ho.
AnotherwaswhenKharnitaMohamedaguestiecturerfor aFeministResearciMethodologies
classtitted A C o n s i affectini feministme t h o d o staiegthatfissoo, me you fea s
likey o u @lazyestudentbuthaveyou consideredhe effectsof repeatedlyconsumingviolent
s t o r Suehmt@ractionshelpedmeconsciouslyandcontinuouslylocateandrelocatemyself
within this difficult proces§Ahmed,2005) Alongsidethis, | realisedthat asaresearchen

sometimesadto do extrareadingof literatureanddata,in orderproducequality findings.
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In retrospectasdifficult asthe processvas,| believethatthereflexivework wasneededasit
helpedme think creativelyaroundresearctthat tries to minimise harm and maximisecare
while equally challenginginstitutionsand systemghat are entrenchedn violence(Shefer&
Bozalek, 2022) | am appreciativeto my lecturerswho always remindedme that ones

experience life havethe possibilityto yield knowledgethatmay changenow we do things.

3.5 Ethical Considerations

Ethics approvalfor this study was obtainedfrom the University of the WesternCa p e 6 s
Humanitiesand Social SciencesResearchEthics Committee under ReferenceNumber:
HS22/8/50.0neof thec 0 mmi trequeremerd relatesto storingdata.The articlesusedin
thisstudywerestoredonaGoogledrivethatis accessibléo boththesupervisoandthestudent
which allows for the capability of datafor future useandpossiblevalidation of the study; if
neededHowever,oncethe period of 5-10 yearsrequiredfor storageby the committeehas
lapsed,the Googlefolder will be deleted.This issueof ethicsis basedon proceduraldata
considerations;however, this project required further ethical researchprinciples to be

considered.

Issuesof ethical carewere a centralpart of this researchWhile the study doesnot involve
humanparticipants,ethical care was still needed as newspapearticles reportedon issues
affectingpeople andpeoplebelongingto vulnerablegroups Here theinformationwasalready
in the public domain.However,partsof this informationwerestill considerecharmful. This
studygroundedtself in decoloniaffeministprinciplesof ethicsand,thus,implementedethical

considerationghatthe public might haveignored.
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Feministethicsdiffer from normalmodesof ethicsin thattheyensurdhatthefi me dressarch
methodsandpractices)he compatiblewith the ends(liberatoryandt r ans f o(amaf i ve) O
2011, p. e13) Sincethe researchstudy carried aspectsof liberatory and transformative
objectivesdecolonialfeministethicsalignedwith thes t u é@pyst@rmologyndontology: This
requiredme asthe researcheto continuouslyand ultimately engagewith a differentway of

doing researchpnein which powerwas manifestedoutsideof andthroughmy engagement

with this project.Further theyrequiredmeto includeandengagewith ethicaldilemmasthatl

faced, which contradicted some feminist commitments (Mama, 2011a; 2011h. These

engagementarediscussedn detailbelow.

| wasfacedwith thefirst ethicalconcernof this researchduringthe conceptuaphase At the
time, the concernarosefrom theanttGBV activistrole | havelived in for manyyears.A key
aspecbf thisis theimportanceof effectivelycalling outperpetratoref GBVAWC to dealwith

the scourge(Gqola,2007).However,this study hasconsistentlypositioneditself asonethat
seekgo unearthandquestionthe loci of power,ratherthanonly blamingindividuals.Later, |

wouldfind thatthisconcernfromar e s e a pearsheetivedpoketo theissueof justicethat
hasbecomeoneof the guiding ethicalresearctprinciples.l thereforecontinued asl sawthe
needto uncoverhow systemsof violencecreateand continuethe cyclical natureof violence,
whichis sooftenomittedandmisrepresenteih the public discoursearoundGBVAWC. Thus,
while it may be construedas moving away from the feminist commitmentto unmaskingthe
seeminglyambiguouspredatorthat perpetuateshis violence this projectsoughtto elucidate
how public discourseignores systemic and institutional acts of violence, which further

exacerbate&BVAWC in SouthAfrica.
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Theseconckethicalconcerrrelatedto theissueof nonrmaleficenceAs statedabove the project
utilisedinformationalreadyin the public domain;however this informationdid not meetthe
requirementof decolonialfeminist ethics,as mentionedby Mama (2011). Whenthe news
medianamedheJoeSlovoinformal settlemenperpetratarit wasregardedasinformationthat
wasin thepublicdomain howeverjt showedhepower,or lack thereof thatsomeperpetrators
andvictims have in society.This view is basedon the PressCodeof Ethicsand Conductfor

SouthAfrican PrintandOnline Media Section8, which wasoutlinedearlierin this chapter.

Therefore, as an act of undoing this gross violation, this project does not mention the
perpetrator'siame eventhoughit was madepublic in newsarticles.Further,the decolonial
feminist principlesunderlyingthis studybroughtaboutsomediscomfortswhenusingimages

thatwerepublishedn newspaperéRamazanogl& Holland,2002)

Violencecanbe reproducedhroughwhatwe chooseto show(Bourdieu,2003) Newspapers
andtheimageryusedn them canbecomeapartof thebanalitiesof everydaylife; onceprinted
and read, the imagesi d i s a pnm ahe ewerydaynesf society. This disappearance
desensitisesocietyanderaseshe shockthatwould generallycall usinto actionand/ordespair
(Puar,2015) Theseriesof photographsf ayoungchild flung overtheroof wereplasteredll
overnewspaperwithout causingoutrage Boththesecasesnvolvedchildrenwhowill oneday
grow up with thetraumaof theinciderts, andwho may be furthertraumatisedy the banality

of theviolenceshownin videosandphotographgHartman,2008)

| wonderedvhy thenewsmediawasnot calledout by societyfor publishingsuchgratuitously
violentimagery Here,question®ntheneedandeffectivenessf theimageryarose Decolonial

feminist literature highlighted the carelessnes®f medig and their representationsof
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marginalisegeoplewheretheir painis involved(Puar,2015;Boonzaier2017).Thisliterature
mademesensitiveo andawareof practiceghatmightbewidely acceptedyetareunderpinned
by symbolicandsystemicviolence.As aresult,| felt thatthetextualimageryof bothcasewas
enoughto form acritically qualitativeanalysis andneitherof themrequiredanyimagesof the
incidents(Fuentes2016) | felt obligedto notincludeanyimageswvhencompilingthis report.
This decisionwas both a practiceestablishedn an ethicsof care and a protestagainstthe
circulation of the imagery.For this research] do not believethat showingthe photographs

would generatdurther clarificationto whathasalreadybeendescribedextually.

3.6 Conclusion

This chapter describedthe qualitative inductive approachand case study methodology
undertakerin this study, explainingwhy the approachandthe methodologywere suitedfor
thisstudy.Further thischapteioutlinedthesystematiprocesgollowedin samplingcollecting
and analysingthe datg showinghow this processhelpedto answereachresearchguestion
posedin this study, andfurtherintroducedthe themeshatwill be discussedn the following
chapter After that,the chapterdiscussedthicalissueghatneededo be consideredandhow
theseissuesvereinformedby theresearcher'seflexivity anddecoloniafeministthoughtthat

underpinnedheresearctprocess.
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CHAPTER FOUR: FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS

41 Introduction

This chapteiis a presentationdiscussiorandanalysisof findings. Theoverarchingjuestiorof
this proposedesearcliprojectis: How aremaleperpetratorsepresenteth newspapearticles
of GBVAWC, andwhat might a decolonialAfrican feministlensbring to suchan analysis?
Sub-questionsare: What kind of GBVAWC incidencesarereportedin the selectedarticles?
What arethe dominantrepresentationsf the male perpetratorsn the articles?What arethe
similaritiesanddifferencesn theincidencesanddescriptionsn theselectedarticles?How can
thesesimilarities and differencesbe understoodwithin the contextof a critical, decolonial

feministframeworkof maleviolence?

This chapterwill answerthese questionsthrough the perspectiveof decolonial feminist
theories.Hall (1996) hastroubledmediarepresentatiomn general,while Boonzaier(2022),
amongstotherswho write in the South African context, highlights the problemsof media
representationsf issuessuchasGBVAWC in society.Hall (1996)cameto the conclusiorthat
representationare not accidentallymade,but ratherplacedand positionedby the mediain

sometimesstrategi¢ but alwayspolitical, ways.In local contextsof GBVAWC, ChapterTwo

further describedhow Boonzaier(2022) specifically highlighted how contemporarymedia

narrativesn SA constructheviolenceperpetratedy somemenasexpectecandnormal.

Thus, when trying to understanchow news media has reportedon violence thesecritical
perspective®n mediarepresentationarekey. From Hall (1996) we seethatthosein power
ownthemedia,andthereforewvhatis shownin the mediamaintairs dominart powerstructures.

To understanavhoseideologiesarerepresenteth the media,this researchs underpinnedy
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the theoreticalframework of decolonialfeminist theories as elaboratedin ChapterTwo.

Theoristssuchas Tamale(2011),Mack andN a 6 p(2019)andBoonzaier(2022) highlight
that the locus of social control lies in people,institutions and systemsthat representthe
dominanftclassrace genderandheteronormativgroupsin society.Thus,in historicalcontexts
of colonisationandcontemporarypngoingglobalinequalities dominancas awardedo what

hooks(1995 p. 60) callsanfimperialistwhite supremacisheterepatriarchab ideal.

As outlinedearlier, systemsof race,class,genderandsexualitycontinuouslyrecreatea social
hierarchy where white, wealthy, heterosexuamen are humanisedand representeds the
idealisednorm,while therestof societyis otheredor dehumanisedn racialcapitalist,unequal
patriarchalsocieties,thoselocatedin subjugatedidentities are excluded and pushedinto
positionsand feelingsof inferiority, abandonmenand alienationthat continuouslywork to
maintainthelocusof socialpower.This inflicts harmon specificgroupsof men,womenand
children in South Africa, through privileging, subjugaton, othering and dehumanisation.
Moreover,this researclarguesghatnewsrepresentationsf GBVAWC havereinforcedthese
hierarchicalgroup identities and power inequalitiesthrough their representation®f male
perpetratorsThis analysis therefore seeksto highlight the normalised®everyday narratives
thateffectsocialdiscoursearoundGBVAWC, asshownin newsmediaaboutmaleperpetrators

of violenceagainstwvomenandchildren.

This chapteris an explicationof the thematicand critical discourseanalysisof the data,as

outlinedin themethodologychapter It beginsby presentinganddiscussinghefour emerging

themesfollowed by a decolonialfeministanalysisin therespectiveéhemes.
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4.2. Findings

The emergingdominantand silenceddiscoursesare analysedwithin four central themes:
legitimatevs illegitimateviolence racialisedrepresentationgolitics of spaceandaggravated
vs extenuatedsocialpsychopathicepresentations hesethemesweredefined,describedcand

analysedaccordingo theoriesthatwerealignedto decolonialfeministideologies.

1. Legitimatevslllegitimate Violence

Violencehasalong historyin SouthAfrican society;throughthis history,violencehasbecome
aneverydaypartof society.The everydaynessf this violenceis entrenchedn diversesocial
narrativesConversationaroundviolencerightfully but problematicallyabnormaliseviolence
that causeshodily harm,i.e., physicaland sexualharm, while systemicviolencethat causes
othertypesof harm suchasthestructuralviolenceof povertyandthedehumanisatioof certain
bodies,causingeconomicpsychologicalndinstitutionalharm,are marginaliseditrivialised,
or outrightignored.Thisvisibilises andlegitimises certaintypesof violence while obfuscating
andillegitimating others asthereis widespreacerasureof the fact that violenceis built into

thefabric of SouthAfrican society.

This was evidentin the selectedarticles. At the sametime, the languageusedin the news
articles presentsdifferent types of violence, whether focusing on the abhorrentacts of
individual maleviolenceor theadmirableactsof individual rescudrom physicalviolence.For
examplejn theJoeSlovoFathercasestudy,thefollowing headlinesrerelevantfi U n eiege
dadflings toddleroff shackr o qBusoetal.,2018) i Of f hailedasheroaftersavingbaby
fromf a (Shim2018) i P daddeniedbail afterchild abusec h a r (@feacandiNewsAgency,
2018) A S u p feradadwwho flungt o @O'Reilly, 2018) The father'sviolent act of throwing

his daughteroff the roof is repeatedlymentionedin theseheadlines.However, while this
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individualisedactof violenceis headlinedanddiscussedn thebodyof thearticles,anequally
prominentcollectiveviolenceis evidentin the story, yet erasedsilencedandmarginalisedn

the discourseThatis the stateviolence throughits policing normsandinability to provide
housingfor its citizens.Furtherin the peripheryis the structuralviolenceof povertythatis
relatedto centuriesof colonisation decadesof poverty, and continuedlocal and global
inequalitieghatsustainandbolsterthesehistoriesof inequality.In thesearticles thepoliceare
represente@s a mediatorof violence,andtheir role asinitiators of violenceis glossedover
through phrasessuchas fi s a f e thauparr alc Basy ét al., 2018), and i A rofficer
unsuccessfullytries to stop the ma n(8ain, 2018) However, the articles simultaneously
represent heavypolice presenceéhroughthe useof phrasesuchas,i U n & @ re (@usaet

al., 2018); i h i pakedcloseb y @uso et al., 2018); i a ma lkavypolicepr esenceo
(O'Reilly,2018)fiover pbypeil dRlsoetal., 2018y A o f funsaceessfullyriesto
stopthe ma n(%ain,2018) Contraryto their representatiomas keepingthe peaceand fisafe
guarding communitiesthesephrasegestureio analmostmilitarised operationinitiated and
organisedy thepoliceagainsthecommunity.Thisraiseshequestionwhy isthisfi s i @aj e 0

highlightedasa violent encounteby the media?

Additionally, articlesmentionthat the JoeSlovo fatherfi h d&eaknevictedfrom a backyard
shackin the Joe Slovo informal settlementasthey had beenunableto payr e nNews24,
2018a) thus,theybuilt ahomeon a vacantpieceof land andit fi w ahendemolishedy the
mu ni c i (@fadan Newsédgency,2018) As aresult,fi t ma nfansily, which included
his four children, is d e s t i (News24, 8018a) News articles highlighted that the
figovernmentan'tkeepup with the housingdemandecausehe nationalfiscuscannotafford

ito (Busoetal.,2018) Thus,thesecondjuestiorthatarisess why the perpetrator'siestitution,
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andthusthe structuralviolenceof poverty,is alsonot highlightedasa violent reality for this

perpetratoandhis family?

Minimising the conditionsof the perpetrator'dife falls within the legitimised structuresof
socialclassstratification.On the surface socialclassconditionsareacceptecandnormalised
as integral to the societal setup; rich, middle-classand poor. However, theseconditions
indicatea reality of violence perpetratedy institutionsand structuresnsteadof individual
actorsin communitieslt is thusessentiato note that newsmediahasnot engagedwith the
violencethat this perpetratohasenduredthroughpoverty, or how, whentrying to navigate
aroundthis violence, institutional violence reinforcedthe existing harm perpetratedy the
systemof classinequality. This pervasivestructuralviolence thatis continuouslymetwith in
this casestudy, canthusnot be ignoredin the discourseof GBVAWC, andviolencein South
Africa asawhole. Povertyis the main reasorthis family wasleft destituteanddispossessed
forcing this fatherandhis family to occupyvacantiandto build a safeandsecurenome.Thus,
poverty and its violence are essentialfactors in the narrative of the Joe Slovo informal
settlementaseThis narrativecouldhaveshapedhesocialdiscourseo onethatquestionsand
investigatesthe interpersonalviolence of this perpetrator.However, it becamea silenced
narrativeof themaleperpetratorhis family andhis community while furtherinvisibilising the

harmful natureof the classistsocialstructure.

FollowingH a | dndlysistheanswetrto the question of why the perpetrator'siestitution,and
thusthe structuralviolenceof poverty,is alsonot highlighted,is dueto the locusof powerin

SouthAfrica. An article publishedoy TheHerald on 13 April, 2018 staedthatthe president
of SouthAfrica hadsaidearlierin 2018that i t h a@csupyinglandillegally shouldfacethe

full mightofthel a WBasoetal.,2018) Thereforethearticlesimply thatthemereoccupation
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of vacantlandlegitimisesthe criminalisationandviolent removalof thosewho flioccupyland
illegally. ©hesdaws constrainingpeopleto specificspacesccordingto their raceandclass
arereminiscenbf thedraconianaws putin placeto controlthe movemenbf Black peoplein
colonialapartheid South Africa. Historically, such laws enforced land taxes that were
impossiblefor Africansto pay;theylegitimisedthe confiscationof cattle assetandland;and
they forced Black peopleinto the labour marketto further the imperialist race for capital
domination(Wolpe, 1972; Legassick,1974). Theselaws declaredthat thosewithout capital

wereunableto keepandown thelandtheylive on (RodriguezZCastro,2021)

Currently, the South African governmentis in the hands of the Black majority, and
constitutionallaws aim to protectpeoplefrom the injusticescarriedout in colonialapartheid
SouthAfrica. However, the stateviolenceinflicted upon peoplethroughcontestation®ver
spacehasbarely changedandit continuesto be Black peoplewho live in povertyandare
affected by land ownershiplaws. Systemsof race and classare violent in that they are
normalised andthey further produceandreproducesocialdomination( Gi @GO&) People
living in the marginsof thesesystemsare often not treatedwith humandignity or allowedto
attain basichumanneeds.Yet, theseinhumaneconditionsof living have beennormalised
throughthe colonialhistory, resultingin the currentsocialcontextof Black peopleformingthe
largestgroupof peopleliving in poverty (Abdulla, 2017) The communityof JoeSlovo faces
systemicviolenceof beingBlack andliving in poverty. The statecontrolsland for capitalist
gain if onecannotafford to buy land, onewill be assignedand which governmenseesfit.

Thus, through systemicviolence, the existenceof a Black personliving in povertyis as
normalisednow asit wasin coloniatapartheidSouthAfrica. Suchpeopleare calledfillegal

dweller® andflandgrabberé becaus®f systemsf raceandclass.
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Theidentity of theillegitimatebodyhasnot changedandthelegitimationof violenceinflicted
uponthemremainsunquestionedthey continueto be illegitimised and violatable.Hartman
(2018, p. 476) notesthat laws of dehumanisatiomight change but their processesemain
statingthat one mode of regulationii d inal supersedehe other, but extendedthe stateof
servitudeyviolence,anddeathin anewg u i Fhe stateof servitudehereis the inability to
occupyfreeland,thuscriminalisingthevery notionof terranullius thatwasusedto dispossess
Black peoplein SouthAfrica by coloniserqMack& N a 6 p2019;Shefer& Bozalek,2022).
Theviolencecontinuego beinflicted in a militarisedmanneragainstthosewho occupyland
andspacesheyhavenot beensanctionedo occupy(RodriguezZCastro,2021) Thenewguise,
however,is statesanctionedaws that havemadeit illegal to build safeand securehomes.
Thesdawshaveturnedhomesnto fillegal structures andillegitimisedtheoccupatiorof open
land by calling it fland invasiord. The statehaslegitimisedtheir violenceby statingthatthe
landwasearmarkedor i p r o @pprevéedsr individualsto geth o u s(Rusoetal., 2018,p.
2), within a SouthAfrica thatclaimsto upholdfreedomfor all, thusundoingthe injusticesof
thepast.Yet, thesenjusticeshavenot beenundone Becauseystemicviolenceis normalised,
when poor and Black peoplefi r e s astrudtural violence, they are problematisedand
cri mi n@aba, 20dd m 96). This justifies the extremeforce with which the state
respondedo the eviction processof this community. However,while the violenceis state

sanctionedit still constitutessiolenceagainsthe community,the perpetratoandthevictim.

Thedominantnarrativeshapedn thenewsarticlesis of achild violatedby herfather, whowas
going againstefforts to rid societyof the scourgeof GBVAWC. The violence perpetrated
againstthe Joe Slovo community,sidelinedin medianarrativeswasthereforelegitimisedin

newsarticlesthatfocusedonviolenceagainstachild living in thesamecommunity.However,

thelesssalient,implicit discourseandthe materialconditionsthatunderlinedthe newsreport
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of theJoeSlovocommunityfisiege wasoneof stateviolence Articlesfailedto recognisehat
the stateviolated the child too (aswell asthe fatherandthe community)andthat this state

violencegoesagainsthe sameeffortsto end GBVAWC.

Here,newshasrepresentetioththe victims andperpetratore®f GBVAWC within thebounds
of gratuitouscolonially constructedliscoursesf violence andthereforediscusseSBVAWC
in oversimplifiedmomentsof individual violencethat seemto justify further dehumanising
modesof newsreportingon bothvictims andperpetratorsBy decontextualisinghis violence
thearticlesimply thatwomenandchildrenwhotry to protectthemselvesgainsthe control of
thestatewill inevitablybeviolated andthatthis violationis legitimateandperiphery Further,
the oversimplified discussionsaroundthe perpetratorignore that he was simultaneouslya

victim of violence.

2. RacialisedRepresentations

The violence enactedby the father was the only violence deemedillegitimate, and as
contributng to the currentstateof GBVAWC in SouthAfrica. It is thereforeexpectedhatthe
media would ensurethat coverageof this violence would be aligned with the ethics of
responsiblereporting that protectsvictims of GBVAWC. However,the discusfon above
unearthechow the narrativefurther harmsvictims of GBVAWC. Existing researchon the
mediasubstantiateshis finding, showingthat thesenarrativesare often presentedundera
white-supremacispatriarchalensthatispectacularisésandfimonsterissd (Boonzaier2022,
p. el4) certainbodiesin its representationgBoonzaier,2017; Brodie, 2019; Ggola, 2021).
Thesestudiesalsofoundthatreportingon GBVAWC in newsmediawasmarredby gratuitous

imagesof particularvictims (Brodie, 2019; Gqola, 2021). What is less salientfrom these
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representationshowever, is how media further monsterisessome perpetratorswhile

humanisingothers(Boonzaier2022)

Becauseof the sensitivenatureof GBVAWC, it is imperativethatimagesusedare not only
relevantto the story, showingthe contextof the GBVAWC, but alsodo no further harmto
personsaffectedoy this violenc€. In SouthAfrica, specificlawsandcodesof ethicsareputin
placearoundwhich imagescanandcannotbe usedin newscoverageasunpackedn Chapter
Three.This putsthe burdenof careon the mediaoutlet, ensumg that newscontentprotects
children from possiblefurther harm by not making public any information that might be

identifiableor harmful.

In the Dros rapecase newsatrticleshighlighted the sensitivenatureof the violation, quoting
the NPA who statedthattherapefi i n v aminoesel ¢ a miéctoseanyinformationabout
i t(News24,2018). Thereportsof the sexualassaulfi f isurfacedonF a ¢ e b(Newk24,
201&), with avideothatwasfii p u r p otakénmamentsafter the rapeordeal,depicteda
nakedmanwhowaspartlycoverednb | o (Gdudetal.,2018) andlaterappearean Twitter.
Notably, newsmediain this caseupheldthar codeof ethics informing the public aboutthe
legalitiesandethicsof not publishingthe images.To supporttheseethicalmodesof practice,
a Tweetby thegovernmentvasquoted pleading with SouthAfrican socialmediauserso not

A s hthadisturbingv i d @ougetal., 2018)

Imagesrelating to the caseonly startedsurfacingin the mediaoncethe courtsallowedthe

ilapp!l focstlitpihmn o g(Gaugetals 2018) Fromhereon, differentcourtimagesof

" For the purposes of research, this study has provided a narration of images used in news articles. However,
although the imagery exists in the public domain, this study has not republished the photos because of their
violent and unethical nature, as dissed under the ethical considerations in Chapter Three (Hartman, 2008;
KwansahAidoo & Osei Owusu, 2012).
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the perpetratorwere widely published with captionssuchasfi N o w hte hide: the man
accusedf rapinga child at a Dros restaurantippearsn the PretoriaMa g i s tcougdne 0 s
T u e s (Goysetal.,,2018) andii C o n v rapgistNehblasNinow is led into the high court
in Pretoriayesterdayo testify in mitigationof hiss e n t éJardaan@019).Therightsof the
victim andthe perpetratomwere consideredand upheld while educatingand informing the
public. Moreover by statingthe ethicalobligations,andlegalandmoralimpactsof the public
imagery aroundthis case,the media ensuredthat the violation of the young girl was not

reproducedhroughnewsproduction(KwansahAidoo & OseiOwusu,2012)

While themediaabidedby their codeof ethicsin the Drosrapecasejt is in acrudecontrasto
theviolentimageryplasteredll overarticlesof the JoeSlovoinformal settlementathercase.
Theimplicationis thatcertainbodiesaremorevaluable fragile andin needof protectionthan
others andthisis usuallyalongracialandclasslines(Puar,2015) In the caseof the JoeSlovo
informal settlementpewsarticleswerefull of multiple disturbinglyviolentimages headlined
with spectacularisehnguaggBoonzaier2022).Wordssuchasfifall o, fitos andfiflingo are
followed by imagesof alittle body'sfall from theroof of herhome amidsta scuffle between
herfatheranda policeman(seeBusoetal., 2018 O'Reilly, 2018 Sain 2018).Thepicturesare
captionedf T Hagherdangleshis babyfrom theroof of his shack,with the aim of throwing
hero f Sain,2018) andfi A afficer unsuccessfullyriesto stopthe manfrom throwing his
baby off the r o o(Bain, 2018) While a further caption mentionsfi C o n s tugdbol e
Nojulumba caughtthe baby before she hit g r o u (8an92018) the photos show some
civilians andpoliceofficerscatchingthelittle child. More disturbingly,onephotois captioned
i R o o peataplethis seriesof dramaticimagesshowhow a toddlerwasthrown from the
roof of a shackin JoeSlovo andcaughtby metropoliceo f f i Besoesab, 2018) These

imagesandnarrativedurtherhighlighthowoneperpetratoof violenceis seerasviolent,while
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the enforcerof systemicviolenceis celebratedasseenin the captioniiCop praised:Constable
Luyolo Nojulumba,who caughtthe child, with Metro Policechief YolandaFaroat the courd
(O'Reilly, 2018) Theseactswere both violent, but only one was deemedviolent in news

articles

Imagescantell a story and cultivate certainemotions.The politics of affect highlight how
emotionsbecomehefoundationof humanbehaviourHere,Ahmed(2005 p. 108) argueghat
thei i n t laloarof emotionsinvolvesthe transformatiorof someothersinto unlikeness
(not like me) and othersinto likeness(like me) throughthe very processof moving towards
andawayfrom othersod Therefore,jmagesusedin the news andthe affectthattheyinvoke,
becomean essentiapoint of analysiswhen unpackingdiscourseThis discoursetransforms
bothperpetratoandvictim into thoselike uswho haveharmedor beenharmed or thoseunlike
like us who harm or have beenharmed.Here, the affect thus works to rehumaniseboth
perpetratoandvictim throughempathy As aresult,actsof carework againstanyfurtherharm

thatcould be enactedeyondthe momentof violence.

While the child'sfacehasbeenblurredin the pictures the useof thesepicturesby newspapers
is unethical,accordingto their own regulatory frameworks.The pictures contravenetwo
aspectsFirstly, publishingtheseimageswascarelessasthe imageof a personbeingthrown
off aroof is gratuitouslyviolent. Gratuitousimagesof violent actsdesensitisgeadersasit
normaliseghis type of violenceandthusbecome aform of harmin itself (Boonzaier2017).
Secondlyjt is concerninghat while the articlesblurredthe child'sface,theyjeopardisedhe
child'sanonymityby publishingherfather'snamein someof thesearticles andcontinuously
mentionthe relationshipbetweenthe perpetratoito the child. Thus, societycanidentify the

child, nowandin thefuture,eternalisinghechild'sconnectiorto andvictimhoodin thealleged
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abuselt is notmentionedvhethemaning the perpetratowasapointof discussionn thenews
articles whichfurtherposeghequestiorof whetherthesearticlesarelegally justified, notonly
in thegratuitousreproductiorof this violentincident butalsoin the jeopardisecnonymityof

thechild.

Further,werereportingethicsin thesetwo case equallyconsideredThis obviousdifference
forcesusto questionthe lessobviousmeaningghatarisewhentwo momentsof violenceare
analysedagainsteachother, and questionhow race and classshapemedianarratives.lt is,
however,importantto reiteratethat both actsof abuseareviolent, andthat eachperpetrator
displayedillegal violencetowardschildren.However,whatis representeth the mediadraws
animplicit differencebetweerthe actsof violence.Boonzaie2022,p. 14) argueghat when
reportingon GBVAWC, mediarepresentationsarryafi s pect aandmamn s sedi s e d
narrativethat is racedand classed However,when juxtaposingthe reportingon thesetwo

case, we seethatthemediahasdonethis for onecasebut nottheother.In the caseof the Dros

rape, news articles report on his g r a n d macoutt statednentthat explains how this
perpetratohasa childhoodhistory of beingabusedy his motherandher partnerqTlhabye,

2019) Further,newsarticlesgive theperpetratoraccounof howhismotheri i nt r chidnu c e d 0
A tcbhemicald r u @ardaan2019).In thesearticles the mediapresented history of tragic

life eventsthatcanbe arguedto havecreateda susceptibilityin the perpetratoto performing

the actof violence,thusexcusinghim for his violence.This narrativeof his life history, asit

emergesn themedia,portraystheperpetratoasavictim of devastatindife circumstanceand

thatthe momentof violencewasimpulsiveand,therefore separatérom who heis.

Theserepresentationseeproducemeaningthatis entrenchedn coloniality. In the caseof the

JoeSlovofather,theBlack, poorperpetrators spectacularisednddemonisedsviolent, with
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no attemptto provideextenuatingactorsfor hisviolence.However,in the Drosrapecasethe
white rapistwasrepresentethroughhis history of traumaandthe developmenbf extenuating
factorsto explainaway his violence,thusevokingsocietalempathy.Seenthrougha colonial
lens, Black masculinitiesare deemedaturally violent, thus alwaysneedingforce to contain
them(Fanon,1963 2008 Pattman& Bhana,2006;Ratele,2013;Langaet al, 2020; Shefer,
2021).Thisforceis seemasjustified becausé is theonly sensiblavay of dealingwith asavage
who is capableof throwing his daughteioff the roof. Moreover,the seriesof photographsre
not deemedas gratuitousbecauseas Boonzaier(2022 p. 14) highlights, medianarratives
constructheviolenceperpetratethy blackmenasfiexpectedandormal d1owever shealso
arguesthat fithe violence perpetratedy white, wealthy or middle-classmeng like the Dros
rapist, requiresmuch interrogation (Boonzaier,2022, p. 14). This type of interrogation
however,cannotbe the psychologisecnd excusingexplanationthat tendsto be awardecdto

white, middle-classperpetratorsn SouthAfrica (Boonzaier2022).

Suchdifferencesn representatioserveto recyclecolonialideologies perpetuatinghe fivery
samecolonial racialisationof the violence (Boonzaier,2022,p. 14). Suchrepresentations
enforcean ideologythat constructsBlack male perpetratorsas monstersthus dehumanising
the Black man asBiko (1978/2015)pointedto decadesgo. The media'somissionof the Joe
Slovofather'dife circumstancebeforetheviolentincidentfixes hisidentity in the momentof
his violent act. What could havebeendescribedasan act of violenceout of desperatiorwas
merelyrepresentedsa firooftopspectacle whichreinscribes stereotypef poorBlackmen.
The perpetratoiis re-presentedvithin the narrow spectrumof the violent removalof fillegal
dwellers without presentinghim asa person.a parent,who could havehaddevastatindife

circumstancethataggravatedhe momentof violence.
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His Blackidentitywasdecontextualizedemovedrom its historicalnarrativeof beingothered
asprimitive mentally, andanimalisticby nature(Fanon,2008).Not only wasthe child'sthreat
of harm spectaculariseds a merefiseriesof dramaticimages ©out the father'smomentof
violence was demonisedthrough theseimages. Theserepresentationgurther reproducea
unitary picture of white identity asthe only one worthy of contextualisatior{Fanon,2008)
Furthermorein termsof theracialisationof representationshe Drosrapev i c¢ tidemtityis
consideratelyprotectedwhile the JoeSlovovictimé & not. Thequestionthatarisess, why is
the formerdeemedmorein needof protectionthanthe latter?While both victims are Black,
hereclassseemdo play a role in termsof stateresponseandpublic representationsf both
perpetratomandvictim. The effort to apply the laws and ethicsof carelegitimise onevictim,
andtheir right to seekextensiveavenuesof justiceis mostlikely shapedy classprivilege.
Legitimising the victim further necessitatethat the perpetratr is scrutirised and critically

analysedeyondthe momentof violence(Gouws,2013;Boonzaier2017).

Here, the discoursearoundviolencemovesbeyondthe conversatioron whetherviolenceis
legitimate.Insteadit illustrateswhichp e r p e tiderdityi®fiked is themomentof violence
and which is not. Therefore,in readingthesetwo cases,media representationserveto
monsterisesomeperpetratorghroughaggravatingrepresentationswvhile humanisingothers
throughextenuatingepresentationg.hereforeraced classedndgenderedepresentationfix
the identity of a Black manliving in povertyin the aggravatednomentof violencethatwas
capturedin a seriesof images.This capturesthe man but further holds him captivein his
momentof violence,thus constructinga bestialidentity (Tamale,2011). However,a white
middle-classmanis representeth aspectrunof extenuatingircumstancewhich separatéhe
monstrous, idisturbing act caught on video from the man on trial for rape. These

representationfixate Black men asviolent beastswhile privileging white masculinitiesas
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violentonly underexceptionatircumstancesl heserepresentationsvisibilise the contextof

theact while simultaneouslyisibilising the manwho perpetratedhe act.

3. Politics of space

Thesectionsabovedetailedhow systemsf raceandclasswork to dehumaniseertainbodies,
deeming certain people not worthy of restoration, care and understandingwithin the
community. What is further inferred is the ability to control, restrict and discipline certain
groupsof peoplewith violence thusmaintainingsystemshatalienateandtakeindividual and
collective agencyaway from people.Therefore thererunsa parallel betweenprivilege and
freedom for some bodiesto take up physical space.However, these privileges are also
reproducedn newsmedia.This privilege of spaces predominantlyawardedo white bodies
which hasbeencarriedthroughfrom colonisationto the presentandfrom materialgeography

to thesymbolicgeographiesf coverageof maleperpetratedsSBVAWC.

Landownershiphasbeenafocusof SouthAfrican societyfor decadesDuringthecolonisation
of SouthAfrica, violent battleseruptedbetweenBlacksandthe colonisersover territory and
land seizure . Theseviolent encountersnclude,amongothers,the Hintsa'sWar (18341836),
Senekal'$Var (18581868) andthe PhokwandJprising(1878)(Matlhako,2013;Webb,2015;
Coplan,2001).0Oncethe land wasseized Black peoplecontinuedto suffer underregulations
thatprohibitedandrestrictednovementThe establishmendf poweroverBlack peopleacross
SouthAfrica was achievedthroughlegislatedannexatiorand control of land. The apartheid
governmenturtherdevelopedandentrenchedhis legislation.Thus,violencein SouthAfrica
was legitimised and furthered by the legalised appropriation,constraintand control of

occupiablespacegBiko, 1978/2015).
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Throughsystemsof control and discipline, Black bodiesare disciplinedin how they actin
certainspacesthroughthe freedom(or lack thereof)they are allowed within them (Xaba,
2017).Theexclusionandinclusionof bodiesinto prescribedpacegarrywith themanarrative
of whois visible andwhois invisibilisedin society alongsidethe maimingof bodiesthrough
rulesaboutwho canoccupyspace Spacghusbecomesnarenaof thecolonialstrongholdand
decolonialconcern As mentionedabove terranullius is criminalised thus,colonial harmsof

dispossessionsannotbe undone but ratherarecontinuouslyrepeated.

Within the political discourseof spacedispossessiontripspeopleof property,land andthe
ability to produceandsustairlife within capitalistsocialstratification.However,dispossession
doesmoresignificantharm,andits effectsare seenin multiple layersof humanexperience.
Dispossessiothuscarriesa physical,psychologicaandcognitiveviolation of peopleaffected
by it, andhasmultiplicitouseffectsthatresultin theerasureof communitiesThis hypervisible
erasuresimultaneouslyvorksto invisibilise humanness dehumanisetiodies Dispossession,
therefore goesbeyondthe discoursehatlimits life to politics andjurisprudenceinsteadthe
focusmovesto the biopolitical responsibilitiesof the state.This dispossessiothusresultsin
the maimingandmaimaubility of Black bodiesliving in poverty.Here Puar(2015)highlights
that systemsof power often wound or injure marginalisedcommunitiesby denyingthem
adequatehumaneinfrastructure.She calls attentionto i t maiming of infrastructureto
transformtheablebodiedinto disabledhroughthecontrolof calorieswater,electricity,health
caresuppliesandf u €Huar,2015,p.220).Here,Black peopldiving in povertyarenotgiven
adequataesourcego enablethemto live healthy,meaningfullives, or to potentiallyemerge
out of poverty.Dispossessiodeprivespeopleof the opportunityto build a home anda safe
andnurturingenvironmenthathumanisesommunitiesThis deprivationseparatethemfrom

the greatersocietyandforcestheminto the ubiquitouscontrol of capitalistideals.Thus,the
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erasureof individualsanddepersonalisationf their communitiess of significantconcernto
society.While the stateis responsibldor producingthis, the mediabecomesan accessoryo
statemaimingthroughtheir coverageof individual case®f violence asillustratedin thesetwo

casestudies.

The erasureof the JoeSlovop e r p e tcongplexvetatiosshipwith the politics of spaceis
impliedin newsstatementsuchasfi i | | ecguai¢dhupicipall a n(Busoetal.,2018)f h e
could not bereleasecashed i dhavea fixed addressafter his structurewasd e mo | i shedo
(African NewsAgency,2018) andthatgovernmenti ¢ a kedptp with the housingdemand
becaus¢henationalfiscusc a mandlei t(Busoetal.,2018) Thepeopleof JoeSlovodid not
wantto acceptthatfi o nl1b qut of the 125 sitesin the areawould be madeavailableto Joe
Slovoresidentsandthe surroundinga r e @so@et al., 2018) Homesthatwerebuilt by this
community are referredto asfi i | |setgraulc (News22,2@8a)and i i | |heoguasle s 0
(African News Agency, 2018) thesestatementshow how, biopolitically, the perpetrator's
homewasnot considerech home but ratheranillegal structure While the harmdoneto these
homesthrough removalsis acceptedthroughits legitimisation by statelaws, the harmis
identified asan erasureof the personandcommunity Puar(2015)further equateghis to the

state performing partial executionsthrough dispossessionShe arguesthat maimingfit h u s
functionsnotasanincompletedeath,or anaccidentabssaulonlife, butastheendgoalin the

dual productionof permanentisability via the infliction of harmandthe attrition of the life
supportsystemghatmightallow populationdoh e gPRuar,2015,p. 220). Here,theexclusion

from terranullius wasusedto inflict harm but could ratherhavehealedthe peoplewho were

mostaffectedby the colonialapartheidviolenceof dispossession.
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Thereforedueto thesystematigestrictionandcontrolof Black bodies the stateerasesheJoe
Slovo communityfrom fully belongingin SouthAfrica, andlegitimatestheir maiming and
maimability. However,while dispossessiors inflicted uponBlack bodies,in postapartheid
times,terranulliusis still reservedor white bodies ColonisatiorrestrictedBlack bodies while
privileging white bodieswith freedomof movementand occupation.Further,the inherited
classposition has enabledthe majority of white bodiesin South Africa to maintainland
occupationandaccessnoreland dueto sustaineciccesdo capital. As seenthroughstudies
suchasthoseof Miller (2018),occupatiorof vastandbesttractsof landwasandcontinueso
be by predominantlywhite, middle-classSouthAfricans; crampedJessattractivespacesare
occupiedby Black andpoor SouthAfricans (Miller, 2018) The moreaffluentthe population,
themorespacethey occupy(Abdulla, 2017) This freedomis extendednto everydaylife and
everydaymovementthus,in SouthAfrica, the movemenbf white bodiesis neverquestioned

(Mack& N a 6 p2019) ,

In the caseof the Drosrape,newsarticlesrepored on how the perpetratoifi w a t thélitlel
girl in therestauranplaya r g@odsetal., 2018)andsatf ithek i d dair eaghde claiming
tobefi wa i foris o gne dJordaan2019).This type of unquestionedccupatiorof spaces
reservedfor childrendid not alarm anyonein the restauranbecauseof the inherited white
privilegesof terranulliusthroughcoloniality. Whattheseprivilegesholdin thecontextof space
is that for white bodies, the right to belong is unquestionedgeven under questionable
circumstancesThepeoplewho arefacedwith dispossessioandrestrictionof movementre

largelyBlackin SouthAfrica.

Newscoverageefersto anynewsprogranme, newsupdatepr newsstoryin anymediaformat

devotedsolely to broadcastingr distributinginformationon a particularcurrenteventor a
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seriesof events(Gadzekpo2009; Bosch,2011).However,the coloniality of terranullius is

not limited to physicalspace;jt canbe pickedup in newscoverageof the casa in question.
Whengeneratingheinitial searchor articlesin this casestudy,| utilisedonly onesearchterm
for eachcasestudy.ThesearchermsusedwerefiJoeSlovolnformal Settlementathed within

the timeframe12 April 2018to 30 June2018; and fiDros Rap® within the timeframe22

September2018 to 30 October2019. As mentionedin the previous chapter,this search
produceda vastdifferencein newsarticles.A total of nine articlesweregeneratedn the Joe
Slovo Informal Settlementathersearchwhile 79 articleswere generatedor the Dros rape
search.The former only producedarticlesfrom April 2018 until June2018, while the latter
producedarticlespublishedthroughoutthe timeframewindow. Therefore the JoeSlovo case
receivedonly threemonthsof newscoveragewhile the Dros Rapecasereceived(but wasnot
limited to) 12 monthsof news coverage.However, as mentionedabove,both caseswere

reportingon ashighly violent actsof GBVAWC.

Whencombiningthe thoughtsof Mack and Na'puti (2019)with thoseof Hall (1997a; 2020),
thisvastdifferencecanbeunderstoodsthenewsmediaperpetuatingoloniality. Throughthis
vast differencein coverageand the taking up of public space,it is deducedthat media
perpetuategrivilegedaccesgo terranullius, andthe effectsof it continueto humanisewhite
bodiesthroughvisibility anddehumanisdlack bodiesthrougherasureNewscoveragethus
becomesa terrainfor reproducingsymbolic privilegesof spacewhile rationalisingmaterial
privileges or subjugations.While terra nullius of land occupationwas achievedin the
subjective,physicalrealm of space,in newsmedia,the notion of terra nullius is achieved
throughthe symbolic, institutionalisedrealm of spaceoccupation( Gi @@08),Symbolic

imperialistwhite supremacisitdealsare perpetuatedevenwithout morevisible, fisubjective
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domination.Here, symbolic dominationthus i t a theefam of a denial of public, visible

existence (Bourdieu,2001,p. 119).

The denial of public spaceis linked to the invisibilisation of a g r o uegisiescethrough
coverage.Coveragethus speaksto an important marker of the media'scommitmentto
addressin@socialissue or actorsof prominenceavho embodytheissue(Buiten,2009;Brodie,
2019).Thelow coverageof the JoeSlovoinformal settlementaseillustratesthe silencingof
Black bodiesliving in poverty throughthe denial of public space and the perpetuatiornof
symbolicviolencethroughthelack of mediacoverageThelack of coveragehusdevolvesnto
andrepresentsack of public interestand carefor theseconditionsof grossdeprivation.The
existenceand reporting of both casesin the mediaindicates a commitmentto addressing
GBVAWC in South Africa. However,the prominenceof the Dros rape caseindicatesthe
media'sovercommitmento specificcaseverothers.t thenspeakgo thelargerinequalities
overwhich bodiesandlives matter.Herg we seethe way thatwhite middle-classbodiesand
lives are privileged,and Black poor bodiesare dispensableand maimable.As a result,terra
nullius becomesan essentialfactor to considerwhen trying to make senseof this over

representation

If mediais an institution that reproducescolonial ideology through symbolic space,their
empiricalovercommitmentto the Dros rapetranslatesnto the privilegessubsumedy terra
nullius (Mack & N a 6 p2019) In media,however terranullius carriesthe powerto assign
power and vulnerability to spaceoccupation. Through coverageof the Dros rape, the
perpetratoris awardedan opportunity to be i v i sandy toasequently,also arguably
v ul n e (Habmétte,2D20,p. 136). Throughthis over publicised(Hubinette,2020,p. 136)

coverage,the Dros rape perpetratoris given the privilege of varying perspectivesand
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understandingthatvisibilise him andprovidea contextfor hislife andhisactof violence.This
visibilising thusactsasan extenuatingactorin the greatemarrativeof the perpetrationThis
showshowtheimbalancedoveragaeproduceshecolonialfiraisond'étred of masculinityand

whitenessn the contextof GBVAWC (Hibinette,2020,p. 136).

4. Aggravatingvs Extenuating Social Psychopathy

Wearepredisposeghssocialbeingsto needcommunityor bondswith others Howeverwhere
violenceis enacted,and the violations are brutal, severe,and intimate, the assaultbreaks
communitybonds anddividesthe communityinto perpetrator@ndvictims. The perpetrators
areostracisedandvictims aregiven extracare.However,thesebinary distinctionsare often

notasclearandexclusiveof eachotherastheyseem(Ammann,2018)

As discussedin the first theme, systemicand symbolic violence in postcolonial times
continuego affectpeoplen theireverydayives.In acountrylike SouthAfrica, whereviolence
is enactedon different levels of society,the binary of victim and perpetratorignoresthe
dynamicsat play in momentsof violence (Boonzaier& van Niekerk, 2020) Throughthese
systemssuchbinariesfioftenbleedinto oneanotheror changeovertime asmanypeopleresort
to violence not intentionally, but due to the complex social, political, economic, and
environmentastructuresandlived realitiesthatdefinetheir livesdo (Ammann,2018,p. 49). As
aresult,perpetrator®ftenareor werevictims of violencethemselvesnd,thus,carrywounds

from harminflicted throughtheviolencetheyhaveexperienced.

While violencedoesnotalwayscarryphysicaleffects,it canbe seerthroughthe psychological
traumathat stayswith its victims (GobodeMadikizela, 2008) When tracing the cycle of
trauma, traumatisedpeople often causetraumato others;therefore,ii v i ¢ dlso pneduce
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v i ¢ t (Ammegamn,2018 p.49). Furthermoreit hasbeenidentifiedthatperpetratoref sexual
andviolent crimesagainstvomenandchildrenareoftensufferingfrom psychologicabistress
asa resultof thetraumathatthey haveexperiencedCarstenst Stevens2016;Boonzaier&
vanNiekerk,202Q Pritchardetal., 2018).Thesestudiesshowthatmomentsof GBVAWC are
complex,and thesecomplexitiesare not capturedin the binarisednarrativeof victim- and
perpetratorhoodTlhe resultof this is that public andacademialiscourseneedso unearththe
A ¢ o mpvaysirkwhichviolentmomentsarep r o d uBoendaier& van Niekerk,2020,p.
458) Theunearthingof suchcomplexitiesthusundoeghe fius againsthend narrative which
reinforcescolonial processesf othering(Hall, 1997a; Chow, 1999; Mack & Na'puti,2019)
andratherenabledliscourseon GBVAWC to be morerepresentativef its root causesHere,

newsmediacanpotentiallybecomesssentiafor disruptingproblematiadiscourses.

Studies show that in some cases,news media effectively reflects the complexities of
perpetratorhoodby narratingthe circumstanceshat aggravateperpetratoractions(Johnson,
2016; Langa et al., 2020). These studies show that media does this not only through
contextualisingeventsleadingup to the momentof violence but through highlighting the
conditionsthat could haveimpairedthe p e r p e t spcapsgchofogicalreasoningin the
momentof violence(Langaet al., 2020) In the Dros rape case newsarticlescontinuously
mentionthep e r p e tpsyehblagicaBhallengessuchasdrugabuseandpastabuseleading
up to andat the momentof violence.Langaet al. (2020) showthe similaritiesin the caseof
OscarPistorius,a white, wealthy,famousSouthAfrican sportsmarwith a disability, who was
continuouslyrepresentedshavinga fear of harmandlossand,thus,reactedrrationally and
shot his girlfriend while she was in the bathroom of their house. In this way, a
psychopathologicahccountof his challengesas a disabledman was deployedto provide

mitigatingfactorsfor his violence,bothin themediaandin thelaw courts.
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A newsarticle precedinghe sentencingtitled, i Intentionallyrapedgirl (7) attherestaurant
T Ninow,0 alsousedthesubtitlefi M ynomintroducedmeto chemicald r u adaan2019).
In this, the article foregroundsthe harshconditionsof thep e r p e tuphairigiog whish
reportedly later turned him to drug and alcohol abuse.The article highlighted how the
perpetrator'éirst consumptiorof i ¢ h e mwaswatl nsymo t h e theagedof 1 3 (dordaan,
2019),Thearticlefurtherreportsthatii h inatherhadalwaysbeenond r u glardaan2019)
andthatfi H @escribedisrelationshipwith his mother,whois 37 yearsold, asthatof brother
ands i s (Jerdaan,2019). In a different article titled i D r umgde me rapeh e rhis,
grandmotheris reportedto have i n delieve(d) her grandsonwould have hurt anyone,
especiallyachild if hehadnotconsumealcoholanddrugsfor threedaysin ar o Wldhabye,
2019) Further,his grandmothehighlightedthatfi s knew him asa protectivepersonwho
hadprotectedherall hisl i fhet b e c thafisteightyearsof hislife [while in the careof

his mother]lhewasabusedandu s e d éht ahpi pse(Tillalny®,2019)

Thesearticlesflag how the turmoil and violence experiencedy the perpetratorduring his
childhoodin the careof his motherconstructechim asa victim of abuseandsevereneglect.
The articlesalsoemphasedhow younghis motherwaswhenshegavebirth to him, through
the constanflagging of herage.Thesedescriptiongelineateviolencepassen throughtwo
generationsproviding an explanatorynarrativefor thep e r p e t useaft sobstéansesind
violence.Throughthesementionsanddescriptionsthe Drosrapeis contextualisedvithin the
p er p e tchallenginglifesin orderto provide an explanationfor why the perpetrator
becamea perpetratorin this way, empathyandunderstandings developedn thereader and

the perpetrators excusedf his crime. Thesearticlesdo morethancontextualisehe moment
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of violence;theymoreexplicitly representvhatis in thesearticles,how this childhoodtrauma

affectedhis youngadultlife.

This traumais reflectedin the articles mentionedabove,which highlight the perpetrator's
dependencyn alcohol and drugs and how this resultedin a strugglewith psychological
illness. This narrative on traumarelated addiction was further corroboratedthrough the
psychologist'seportedtestimony,which statedthat the perpetratorii i n d i dareng theeid
sessionghat € he tendedto usedrugsin stressfulsituationsandto avoidhispr ob |l e mo
(TIhabye,2019) Thesedescriptionsndicatethe perpetratiorof therapewasaggravatedy his
psychological challenges.These claims are further legitimised through the fscientificd
authorityof criminologyandforensicpsychology(Carsten& Stevens2016;Bergetal., 2017;
Pritchardetal., 2018). As aresult,thesenewsrepresentationsndid binariesof the dominant
victim- andperpetratorhoodarrative andshownhow victimhoodcanaffect perpetratorhood
Thus,someviolent actsareunderstoodascomplexmomentshat carry a myriad of pastsand
presentscontraryto the othercase(GobodeMadikizela,2008; Ammann,2018;van Niekerk

& Boonzaier2019).

This type of reportingthus changeghe discourseon how societyperceivesviolenceandthe
perpetrationthereof by contextuali;mg and complexifying the ways violent momentsare
produced(Boonzaier& van Niekerk, 2020) However, this is only the first basisof the
problematisedepresentationsf maleperpetrator®f GBVAWC, asscholarsalsopointto the
selective processing of these representations.Decolonial literature argues that such
representationsre only afforded to privileged white perpetratorsin South Africa, and
worldwide(Sutherlanaetal., 2019;Langaetal., 2020;Boonzaier2022).Theserepresentations

areactively producedio humanisewhite perpetratorof GBVAWC and,thus,excludethem
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from thegreatersocialproblemof violence. At thesameime, Black perpetratorsasin the Joe
Slovo case arerepresentedn unitary termsof their allegedviolence,outsideof the context

andcomplexityof theirlives.

Throughtheserepresentationsyhite masculinityis absolvedanddistancedrom the problem
of GBVAWC, whichis representedsa Black masculingoroblem(Langaetal., 2020) When
readingthroughthe JoeSlovo casethis argumenis morethanevident.Thereis no mentionor
discussiorof thef a t hmenta&tatein andbeforethemomentof violence.However like the
Dros rape,his testimonyin courtis discussedn an articletitled i B a-togsingdad:Idi d n 6t
wanttokill h e (Néws242018a) Thearticledescribetiowthefatherclaimedthatheintended
tofi g itheehildtohermo t hashesawthatthefi r azindwasbendingandthoughtit was
going to be dangerougo fall insidethe shackwith my ¢ h i (Ne&lm324,2018a) This quick
decisionmaking happenedafter i o rp@aicemanclimbed onto the roofo and the father saw

fliotherpoliceupt h e (Newe24,2018a)

Further,this article highlightsii t &oeialw o r k mepoidtisatwhich indicatedthatthema n 6 s
family, which includesfour children,isd e s t i(NewsR4e2018a) Unfortunately,this was
theonly articlein thedataset andoneof two in thesamplethatmentionedhefather'spossible
sociapsychologicatircumstancesaswell asthecomplexityof themomentandhisintentions

to protectratherthanhurt his child. As discussedbove,the literatureindicatesthat parents
who [attemptto] kill their youngmight havea psychologicallliness (Pritchardet al., 2018)
However,thisp e r p e tposaililepsychddogicalllnessis omittedin representationsthis
glaring differencein the extensivesociopsychologicalinvestigationof eachperpetratoris

explainedn literatureasentrenchedn coloniallogics.
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With respecto sociepsychologicalnderstandingshe mediahasconstructecrepresentation

of oneperpetratoasanindividual who hasbeenthrougha lot of suffering andanotherasan
angry Black man. Further,the Joe Slovo fatheris representeés a perpetratowho was not
remorsefulabouthis actsof violence.On the otherhand,the Drosrapistwasrepresentednd
describedasshowingshameandremorseor his actions Here,disidentificationis promotedn
relationto the JoeSlovo father, while empathyis garneredor the Drosrapist(Ahmed,2005;
GobodeMadikizela, 2008). Disidentificationworks to separatehosewe deemii u n luiskoe
fromthosefi | iudo aselaboratedn theworksof Ahmed(2005,p 108).However,we seethat
thework of empathydoestheinverse aselaboratedy GobodeMadikizela(2008).If society
deems GBVAWC as completely unacceptablewhy would media disidentify with one

perpetratoryet, empathisevith another?

Literature showsthat systemsof race continuouslyconstructBlack masculinitiesas finon

humaro, fimonsterised, and/or fbestialised (Lewis, 2011, p. 201, Ratele,202Q p. 127,
Boonzaier2022 p.el4. Thecolonialprojectandits narrative thatdepictsAfricansasi b e s t i a |
andinhumane is reiteratedandre-entrenchedo justify thec o | o nhrusadorceaddharm

inflicted through colonisation(Tamale,2011) The coloniality of violence thus createsa
narrativethat placesthe gratuitousviolenceof white menasexplainable while the violence
perpetratedoy Black menis to be expected and thereforedoes not require explanation.
Thereforewhite menareportrayedasperpetrator®f GBVAWC within aspecific,exceptional
context,while violenceperpetratedy Black menis constructecasnormative that of bestial

beings.

However,in acasewhereanactis deemedincivilised,like therapeof achild, thesystenfinds

explanatorycircumstanceghat somehowjustify why one who is consideredhuman and
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civilised couldexhibit monstrougjualities.Themanis separatedrom his act whichis viewed
as just a momentof irrational, yet understandableyiolence. However, through care and
therapy this mancanstill be healedandrestoredBergetal.,2017) The coloniality of media
herehasjustified andre-presentedhis systemicframing by omitting the psychologicakffect
thattheviolenceof poverty,race,anddispossessionavehadontheJoeSlovoperpetratorand
manylike him. He wasa victim of the system;his violencewasin responsdo the systemic

violencethatengulfedhim andhis family (Xaba,2017).

Thus, throughnarrativesthat legitimise and illegitimise specific actsof violence,racialised
representationgestrict the freedomto occupy certain spaces,and use aggravatingand
extenuatingpsychopathiedn this context themediareproducegroblematimarrativesaround
perpetratorsand perpetrationof GBVAWC in South Africa. Significantly, analysingthese
narrativesfrom a decolonialandfeminist perspectivgaintsa worrying pictureof the current

situationof publicandacademigerspectivesegardingviolencein SouthAfrica.

43 Conclusion

This chapterwasa presentationgiscussiorand analysisof datathat madeup the Joe Slovo
informal settlementatherandthe Drosrapistcasestudies.The findings are presentedvithin

thematic and critical discourseanalysesof select news articles within the four themes:
Legitimatevs lllegitimate Violence, Ethical vs UnethicalRepresentationgolitics of space,
and Aggravatingvs ExtenuatingSocial PsychopathyThe findings in this sectionshowthat
newsmediarepresentsomemaleperpetratoraisperpetratoref violence butnevervictims of

structuralviolence.However,otherperpetratorarerepresentedsvictims of amyriad of acts
of violence andequallyasperpetrator®f interpersonalGBVAWC. Secondly findings show

that the newsdeemssomevisual representationsf male perpetratorsas too gratuitousand
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gruesomeo show; however,the mediarepetitively showsviolent visual representationsf
othermale perpetratorsThirdly, spaceallocationto somemale perpetratorsvasvast while
otherswere limited, thus reproducingthe raced and classedrestriction and constraintof
occupiablespaceimposedon some bodies. Lastly, the analysisfound that news media
extenuateperception®f somemaleperpetratorshroughafocuson psychologsationof some

actsof violence.

Therefore theseanalysedound that the mediaconstructeda discoursewhere GBVAWC is
perpetuatedhy individual agentsvho needto beexcommunicateffom society.However this
representatiowasonly appliedto Black, poor,maleperpetratorssuchasrepresentinghe Joe
Slovo Fatherasinherentlyviolent andheld captivein the momentof violence.ln contrastthe
Drosrapistwasrepresentedsatorturedsoulcaughtin amomentof irrationality andweakness.
Therefore,the analysisfound that the media actively follows and reproduceghe colonial
processesf constructingBlack menliving in povertyasfiviolentbeasts while white menare
peoplewho haveperformedviolent acts(Hall, 1996,202Q0 Tamale,2011;Boonzaier& van
Niekerk, 2018; Boonzaier& van Niekerk, 2020; Boonzaier,2022). Throughthe findings of
this chapter the studywasableto presentanddiscussthe findings of its researchguestions.

Thesefindingsandconcludingremarksarediscussedn thefollowing chapter.
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CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSION

51 Introduction

This studywasa qualitativeanalysisof selectechewspaperepresentationsf the JoeSlovo
informal settlementfather and the Dros rapist over the 2018 to 2019 period Decolonial
feminist concernsabout invisibilised systemsof violence in postcolonial South Africa

underpintheresearch.

The study concludesn this chapterby first providing an overview of the study, wherethe
researclproblemis revisited afterwhich thekey findingsaresummarisedi-ollowing this, the
chapteroffers a decolonialfeminist provocationthat arosefrom the findings of this study;

before presentinga brief discussionof the study'slimitations, then suggestingtheoretical

implicationsandrecommendationtor furtherresearch.

Informed by literature around violence, men and masculinities,the persistentproblem of
GBVAWC andthepowerof representations SouthAfrican newsmedia this studysuggested
thatthe newsmedia'sdiscoursearoundGBVAWC did not reflectthe systemicentanglements
of power as seenthrough decolonialfeminist lenses.Rather they repeatedcertain racist,
genderedand classed othering and demonsation. Thus, applying decolonial feminist
perspectiveso unearth power structuresand domination, the problem statementfurther
suggestedhat the natureof discourseproducedn the newsarticlescould further perpetuate
the cultureof GBVAWC in SouthAfrican society.Giventhis, the study'staskwasto analyse
media representation®f male perpetratorsof GBVAWC, using specifiersof decolonial

feministtheoreticaberspectives.
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Thestudywasableto drawconclusiveanswergo theresearclyuestionposedatthebeginning

of thisreport. Thesefindingsaresummarisedn thefollowing section.

5.2  Key Findings: Constructing beastsof a nation i humanising white perpetrators,

bestialising Black perpetrators

News media are a social institution that representsocial realities, meaningsand power.
Thereforetheyareexpectedo initiate, sustairandconscientissocialdiscourseon GBVAWC
(Bosch,2011) However,dueto thedominanceof a coloniallens,newsmediaoftenreproduce
problematicdiscourseshatobscuremoreconstructivenarrativesaroundviolence(Boonzaier,
2017). Therefore this researchaimedto unearthhow mediarepresentsnale perpetratorsn
reportingon the persistenproblemof GBVAWC in SouthAfrica. As aresult,this studywas
ableto form key findingsaroundme d iimapacson identity formationand public imaginary
in SouthAfrican society.This researctthusbuilds on the works of scholarghathighlightthe
problematicnatureof the currentsocial discourseof male perpetratorsof GBVAWC. This

study,however focusedon the newsmediaasproducerandreproducersf this discourse.

This studyposedfour sub-questionswhich speakto thes t u angiriresearchguestion How
are male perpetratorgepresentedn newspapearticlesaboutGBVAWC, andwhat might a
decolonialAfrican feministlensbringto suchananalysisn thefirst questionthestudyasked,;
Whatkind of GBVAWC incidencesarereportedn the selectedarticles?Here the analysisof
the two casestudiesfound that articlespredominantlyreportedon GBVAWC as centredon
individualised,subjectiveviolence,while materialandstructuralviolenceis rarely discussed

asaform of violence.The violenceinflicted by the police andviolent systemsof race,class
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andgenderwererarelydiscussear foregroundedn thereporting.Rather policeviolencewas

praised andraceandclassviolenceweresilencedandthusjustified.

The secondresearchquestionasked what are the dominant representation®f the male
perpetratori thearticles?Thestudyfoundthat,throughthe deploymenbf particularimagery
andlanguagethe dominantrepresentatiomf perpetratorscamein two forms. The first was
thatof a (poor, Black) manrepresentedscapableof throwing his child off the roof to defy a
systemof socialorder.Here,SylviaT a ma hotiahaf afi b e sabhdi a h u nypenmpedrator
capableof theunimaginablecapturegshe dominantrepresentatioof the JoeSlovoperpetrator
(2011;p. 609).0n the otherhand,the (white, middle-class)Dros perpetratoilis not captured
but captionedin his representationHere, representationsffer an extensivehistory of the
p e r p e tvictanhoodaridequally,his perpetratorhoodthe mediaconstructedan identity
full of nuanceandcomplexitieswhich servedo excusenim andrepresentheviolenceof such

menasanexceptionratherthantherule.

Theserepresentationsonvergecanddivergedat different points,leadingthe studyto answer
the third researchquestion what are the similarities and differencesin the inciderts and
descriptionsn theselectedarticles?n their similarities,the casestudypresentedwo pointsof
convergenceNewsmediarepresentethoth casesasinciderts thatepitomisedheviolation of
children andthuscontributedo themoresignificantpersistencef GBVAWC in SouthAfrica.
Secondly,they representedhe perpetrationof GBVAWC as about male violence against

children(andwomen)only.

However,the pointsof divergencen this representatioof male perpetratordie in theraced

andclassedescriptionf them. Thesedivergentrepresentationgereevidentin threemain
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aspectsThefirst is thatof incurringharmasa perpetratorHere the harminflicted onthe Joe
Slovofatherasa resultof the institutionalisedviolenceof povertyandhomelessnessasnot
mentionedhowever the harmthatthe Drosrapistenduredatthehandsof differentpeoplewas
repeatedlypart of how he wasdescribed Secondly this harmwasdelineatedhroughouthis
life, andhe wasrepresente@dsan adult who wasabusedasa child. On the contrary,the Joe
Slovo informal settlementperpetratorwas not presentedwith any life history outside his
momentof perpetration.The mediathus awardedthis perpetratora unidimensionaidentity
throughtheir representationsr he last differencethat wasidentified in newsrepresentations
was that of an innately violent perpetratowho hasperpetratedan act of violence versusa
perpetratowho was caughtin a druginducedmomentof violence.Here, the Dros rapistis
representedsa perpetratowwhosemomentof violencewascausedy his drugaddictionand
earlierlife trauma,who waslaterfilled with shameandremorsefor his action.However,the
JoeSlovofatherwasrepresentedsanangryandirrational perpetratowwho showedno shame

or remorsefor puttingachildin h a r may.s

Thesedifferenceswere unearthedhrougha decolonialfeminist lensthat answeredhe final
researclguestionhow canthesesimilaritiesanddifferencese understoodvithin the context
of acritical, decoloniafeministframeworkof maleviolenceDecolonialfeministperspectives
allow for the recognitionand emphasison the violence of coloniality, both material and
symbolic which goes deeperthan the subjective violence inflicted betweenindividuals
Coloniality createdsystemsof poweranddomination in which the colonisedare constantly
situatedas non-human which allows for uninterruptedand continuedbrutal imperial rule of

society(Tamale,2011;Mama,2017;Hartman,2019).

75



Thereforecolonialsocialstratificationcreatedsystem®f violatablebodieshatarenorthuman
and, thus needto be restricted, controlled and disciplined using the highestforce. This
constructionexplainswhy the excessiveviolence usedon colonisednationswas viewed as
neededandjustifiable. Here, Tamale(2011, p. 609 explicateghatii t h r suchdebictions,
it wasfairly easyto makethe next stepin describingthe imperial enterpriseasaé ci vi | i si n
mi s s desigmeito enlightenandliberatethe barbarianand savagenativeso However,the
effectsof this missionarestill practisedoday,notto establishcolonial power, butto sustaint
throughcontinuedcolonial systemsgntrenchedhroughthe structuralinequalitiesof global
and local racial capitalism. Further, these systemsand their logics are maintainedand
normalisedhroughinstitutionsmeantto serveour currentsociety.As aresult,newsmediahas
reproduceccolonial discourse®of social reality, meaningand power. Theseare further seen
whentherepresentatioof the JoeSlovoallegedviolenceis juxtaposedagainsthe Drosrape

which clearlyillustrateshow the mediadoesnot represenall perpetratorsn the sameway.

Whencomplexitiesrelatingto the contextof the perpetratoare presentedasin the Drosrape
casefeelingsof empathyareevokedwhich neutraliseshe beastlyactsof the perpetratoand
offersanidentity worthy of reintegratiorinto society.As socialbeingswe arepredisposedo
needingthefi w a r ahd¢ommunityo thushealingthe alienatingeffectsof socialstratification
and isolation violence. This becomesa central aspectof reconcilingthe individual with a
community therebyundoingdepersonalisatio(Fanon,1963;Biko, 1978/2015Chow,1999).
Being part of a communitymeansbeingallowed entryinto physicalspacesbeingvalidated
through recognition and acknowledgementand being allowed to repent (Chow, 1999).
Throughthesethreeaspectof admittancethe cyclical natureof violencecanbe undoneand
the community reformed through what GobodeMadikizela (2008 p. 341) called it h e

empathicmovementthat drawsvictim andyvillain into sharedhumancommunityo Herethe
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perpetratoiis seenassomeonevho hasharmed andnot asa harmful beast.This wasdenied
to the Joe Slovo father, who clearly has sufferedthe structuralviolencesof poverty and
homelessnessnot to mention from centuries of inter-generationaltrauma of colonial

dispossessiomnslavementanddehumanisation.

Thereforethenewsmediarepresergthe sustainedndpersistentontrolof theviolent system
of race,classandgenderin SouthAfrica. As arguedby Xaba(2019)andMackandN a 6 p
(2019),amongsbthersijt is thusdifficult to accepthattheme d icenfrakconcernn reporting
thetwo casestudiess the problemof GBVAWC. If thatwasthe casetheviolenceperpetrated
by the systemandits institutions throughthe demolitionof homesanddispossessioaf Black
women and children living in poverty, would have been a point of discussion.The
invisibilisation of this sufferingcarriesa more profounddiscoursearoundBlack communities
(who are multi-genderedpurdenedby poverty, implying that identities oppressedn these
systemsare not protectedfrom violenceinflicted uponthem.Herg the mediahasostensibly

(re)constructetblack bodiesliving in povertyasfiviolent beast

It is thus this s t u dcgnélissionthat, through a decolonial feminist lens, the dominant
discourseof GBVAWC in mediais thatit is perpetratedby fibeastof a natiord thatneedto be
excommunicatedrom society. However, not all perpetratorsare bestialised;discourseis
constructedo hold Black maleperpetratorséiving in povertyasinherentlyviolent, while white
male perpetratorsare fharmed individuals who are victims of circumstance,thus
exceptionalisingheirviolentactandseparatingt from theirpersonhoo@ndcollectiveidentity

aswhitemen.Thisdiscoursehusreservesmperiatracialisedorivilegesfor someperpetrations

ut i

and perpetratorscreating affective forms of dis-identification wherein societyi r e thel s

bodiesof o t h @sothevedAhmed(2005,p. 108).
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5.3 Provocation

Againstthe backdropof thiss t u dindiags, | would like to presenta provocationof the
perspectivehatthe JoeSlovofatherwasa perpetratoof GBVAWC, althoughthis is moreof

aquestiorthanananswerWasthe JoeSlovofathera perpetratoror washedefendinghimself
andhis family againstanactof harm?l presenthis questionagainsttwo narrativesfirst, the
article that reportedon his statemen{News24,2018a) and second a repeatecharrativethat
highlighted the Dros rapist perpetratomeedingto be protectedfrom angry patronsat the
restauran{Gouset al., 2018; News24,2018). When consideringthe response®f society
towardsobjectiveviolence,Fanon(1963)andG i ¢(20R8)argue,in theirtheoriesof violence
andthenecessityof violencein oppressedocietiesto removethe powerof coloniality from a
society. However, from a feminist perspective,Xaba (2017) arguesthat this cannot be
considered perpetratiorof violencebutratheradefenceagainsit. In law, selfdefenceas seen
asaplausibleandreasonablactof violence.Thus,it recuse®nefrom the perpetratoposition

insteadplacingonein thevictim position(Langaetal., 2020)

Thearticlespositionedthe Drosrapistasa victim, throughfrequentmentionof theinjurieshe
sustainedrom patronswhenhewascaughtwith the child in thetoilet, leadingto him locking
himselfin the cubicle and fidefendin@ himself againstpatronsand staff with his belt. News
articlesthereforeportray this aspectof his further violence as understandab)en order to
minimisethe harmbeingdoneto him in responseo him rapinga child. In contrastto thisis
thatthe JoeSlovof a t haetionéasenot narratedasbeingin defenceof thec h i lifelaind
livelihood, butinsteadasanoffenceagainsthechild andthelegislationthatdispossessthem.
Thus the narrativesuggestshatthechild is protectedagainsthe possibleinterpersonaharm

but not againstthe slow, debilitatingharmof the systemof raceandclass.However,if these
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articlesarereadthrougha provocativedisruptionof the colonialdiscoursethefather'sactions
aredefendinghis family and himselffrom harminflicted on themby the systemof raceand
classHowever themediareproducedhediscoursaepresentingiis actionsasabestialattempt

to harmhis child.

In termsof thecurrentdiscourseof ama nrélein society,l questiorhow muchtheJoeSlovo
fatherwasperpetratindharm versushim with usinghimselfandhis child to exposeandprotest
againstheharmof dispossessioandhomelessnedseingperpetrateégainshim. Thecurrent
patriarchalcontextof masculinityexpectsmento protectand provide safetyandsecurityfor
theirfamilies.If amancannotdosa, heis notconsideredimanenougho Further,dispossession
takesawayhis andhis family'slivelihood, inflicting aliving death(Puar,2015).Thereforethe
f at hielenéesanbereadasaway of emphasisingheimpactof stateviolenceon him and
his family, particularly by undermininghis capacityto nurturea young child to adulthood.
Beforethefather'sfiattemptednurderg asit wasnamedby the media,povertyandstateaction
is engagedn aform of murderof him andhis family, by takingawaytheirhome.How doesa
manimpedehis andhisf a mi iheyitAbdedeath?He stopsit throughany meanspossible
while the child becomesninevitablevictim in the handsof boththe fatherandof the system

(Puar,2015;Mack& N a 6 p2019). ,

Throughthesedecolonialfeminist comparativereadingsof the casestudy articles,| repeata
guestionthat! amgrapplingwith, assomeonavho understandghe probableharmthatcould
havebeencausedo the child, while alsounderstandinghe self-defenceof the father.l leave
this questiorfor furtherandfuturethoughtfor myselfandotherresearchersvastheJoeSlovo

fathera perpetrator?
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5.4  Study Limitations

This study analysechewsrepresentationsf male perpetratorof GBVAWC, usingthe case

studiesof the JoeSlovoinformal settlemenfatherandthe Drosrape.

Thestudyundertookanin-depthanalysisof the casestudieso uncoverhow, from adecolonial
feminist perspectivenewsmediarepresentshe perpetrationrof GBVAWC in 2018, thereby
surfacingthe modesof powerinvolvedin theserepresentationsn particularrace,genderand
class.Notably, this studydoesnot offer a comprehensivanalysisof newsrepresentationsf

maleperpetratorsn SouthAfrica, butratherworkswith two specificcaseso illustratetheway

in whichtheyreflectparticulardiscourseshatcharacteris&A society.Further thestudydrew
data from only English print media news articles which was a limitation since these
newspaperarenot a comprehensiveeflectionof all SouthAfrican newsmediaor all South
African newspapersWwith the developmenbf technologyand online media,this studydoes
not thereforeinclude an analysisof possibledisruptionsor reproductionghatmay occurasa
resultof technologicadevelopmentsAs aresult,the useof thetermf me dim thigstudy,is

limited not only to newsmediaaspreviouslymentionedput it furtheris alsolimited to print
media,thatis newspapersasthefocusof analysisFurther,l alsonotethatwhile | speakof the
mediaandprovidecritiqueson the basisof my casestudies] acknowledgeasmanypointout,

that the mediais not unitary or undifferentiatedand that there always contestationsand

diversityin mediarepresentations.

In terms of the goal of deconstructingmedia representation®f GBVAWC, the study
acknowledgeshatmediais shapedy differentfactors,suchasmediahousesbusinesseand
organisationsTheseaspectdan themselvesarry meaningand power establishedn global

capitalism with underlyingapproacheto howtheyreportoneventslt wasnotfeasiblein this
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studyto explorethe differencesbetweerthe politics of differentmediahousesvhich own and
control media. However, this limitation was mitigated by analysingrepors on the same
incidentby differentmediahousesSuchlimitations offer opportunitiesor furtherresearchn

critical studieson newsrepresentationsf male perpetratorof GBVAWC, by looking at the

nuancesn aspectandlayersof themedia.

5.5 Implications and Recommendationgor Research

Feministmediascholarshave called for researchnto mediarepresentationthat reflect the
societywe live in, andthe systemsof harmthat affect the mostmarginalisedThis research
echoesand attemptsto respondo thesesentimentsThrougha decolonialfeministlens, it is
evidentthatnewsmediarepresentationef the perpetratiorof GBVAWC at largeneedto be
further interrogated.The currentstudy suggestswo specific areasfor further investigaton.
Thefirst is hownewsmedia,asasocialinstitutionthatconstitutesocialrealities,meaningand

power,participatesn andor hindersthe efforts of endingGBVAWC in SouthAfrica.

Suchstudieswould includethe particularimpactthat socialinstitutionsand systemshaveon
GBVAWC eradicationin South Africa, in line with the efforts of decolonialfeministsto
dismantleall systemghatenablethe oppressiorof all thosemarginalisedy colonialityin any
form. Here thefunctionof themediaasacapitalistool becomemoreapparentThisis because
asprominentmediaownershipin SouthAfrica is centredaroundprofit making.In relationto
GBVAWC, theme d icenfradconcernsthereforenotto challengehesocialissuesbutrather
to makeprofit for theowners As aresult,furtherinvestigations needednto theeffectsof this
capitatcentredfunction which underminesSouth African s o ¢ i eommitinentto social
justice.Thus,themediaasaninstitution of the systemandthe mediaasa corporativebusiness

thatyieldssomuchpowerin societyneed furtherinterrogation.
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The secondareais therole of systemsn the perpetratiorof GBVAWC. If violenceis shown
to be cyclic, how we view actsof violenceneedto be further investigatedMore extensive
reviewsare neededin the areaof mediarepresentationsf male perpetratorswhich could

additionallycoverall aspect®f GBVAWC acrosdlifferentlanguagenedig andacrosgliverse

formsof media to provideanextensiveanalysisto supplementhe currentin-depthfindings.

5.6 Conclusion

This studynotesthatthe mediais neithermonolithicnor hegemonicAnalystshavenotedthat
the mediais neverundifferentiatedand that there are always gapsin dominantnarratives
preciselybecausenegemonicnarrativesare never absolute.However,news mediaremains
integralto SouthAfrican society asit carriessignificantpower, which caneitherbe usedto
disrupt systemsof harm or reproducethem through harmful discourse.Thus, reporting
standardsneedto be takenmore seriouslyand given far more attentionwhen reportingon
GBVAWC, asthey area building block to achievinga societyfree of the cyclical natureof
violence.Decolonialfeminists have offered solutionsand practicalways to improve media
reporing onsexualiolence with respecto representationsf bothwomenandmen;however,
it is up to the mediato seriouslyconsiderchangingits own culture which cancontributeto
GBVAWTC in society andsensitisingtself to the valuablerole it canplay in disruptingthese

normativerepresentationsf violenceatlarge.
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ADDENDUM A: CODEBOOK

Media Representationsof Male Perpetrators of ViolenceagainstWomen and Children: A Decolonial Feminist

Emergentthemes | Code Definition Colour Scope Example and
Code Application Application Build-up
guideline limitation
Levell Coding
1. Violence violenceinflicted | Text/visualsghatshow | Yellow Apply thiscode Do notusethis o0 T lather
anactof violenceor whentext/visuals | codewhenactof | dangleshisbaby
harmthatwasinflicted emphasis¢he violenceor harm | from theroof of
onavictim harmthatthe wasinflicted on his shackwith
perpetrator the perpetratoif theaim of
inflicted or referto code throwing heroff
threatenedo violenceendured |i t . O
inflict on others.
violenceendured | Text/visualsghatshow Apply thiscode | All actsof SOS 6 F | fromghe
harmthatwasinflicted whentext/visuals | violenceshouldbe | roofofas h a ¢
on perpetrator emphasisany consideredn this | 6 Aotal of 90
harmthatthe code.However, homeswere
perpetrator me d ivmlénse ' demol i sh
enduredoy the shouldnotbe
perpetrator consideredhere-

98




referto code
accepted
representations

2. Representations

censored

representations

Text/visualshathave | Green Usethis code

censoredhe whenviolentacts
perpetratoaccording andperpetrators

to mediaregulation of violenceare

Do notusethis
codewhenvictims
of violenceunder

theageof 18 are

0 T Imani who
cannotbenamed
to protecthis
daughter

accepted

representations

Text/visualshat
would bedeemed
violentfrom a

decolonialfeminist

namedor shown.

keptanonymous. | censored. identity
Usethis code Do notusethis 0 T hsériesof
whenviolentacts | codewhenvictims | dramaticimages
andperpetrators | of violenceunder | showshowa

of violenceare theageof 18 are | toddlerwas

thrownfrom the
roof of a

shackébo

3. Space

occupiablespaces

praxis,buthavebeen named.
accepted.

Text/visualshatshow Usethis code
afreedomor wherelanguage
unquestioned andvisualsallude
occupatiorof space to thefreedom

peoplehaveto

Do notusethis
codeoutsideof
victim and
perpetrator

context.

0 T hnviassafter
theydid not
accepthatonly
15o0utof 125
sitesin thearea
would bemade
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existunopposedn

spaces.

availableto
residentof Joe
Sl ovoébd

restrictedspaces | Text/visualsthatshow Usethiscode Do not usethis 0 whenyou
afreedomor wherelanguage | codeoutsideof build ashack
restrictionor andvisualsallude | victim and illegally,1 6 m
legislationagainst to therestrictions | perpetrator goingto stop
occupatiorof space peoplehaveto context. youoo
existunopposedn
spaces.
Levelll Coding
1. Violence violenceinflicted | Text/visualghatshow | Yellow Apply thiscode Do notusethis o0 T lather
anactof violenceor whentext/visuals | codewhenactof | dangleshisbaby
harmthatwasinflicted emphasis¢he violenceor harm | from theroof of
onavictim harmthatthe wasinflicted on his shackwith
perpetrator the perpetratoif theaim of
inflicted on others | referto code throwing heroff

i.e.,theactof
violenceandthe
threatof violence

violenceendured

it. o

0 T R@yearold

manaccuseaf
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violenceendured

Text/visualghatshow
harmthatwasinflicted

on perpetrator
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rapingaseven

yearold girl in

the bathroomof
theDros
restauranin
Silverton.
Apply thiscode | All actsof SOS 0 F | frtomghe
whentext/visuals | violenceshouldbe | roofofas h a ¢
emphasisany consideredn this | 6 Aotal of 90
harmenduredoy | code.However, homeswere
the perpetrator me divimlénse [ demol i sh
andhistoriesof
violenceshould 0 Hheadvisible
notbeconsidered | injuriesto his
here- referto faceandear,
codeaccepted allegedly
representations | inflicted afterhe

andaggravating
social

psychopathies.

wascaught.




2. Representations

censored

representations

Text/visualshathave

censoredyratuitous

violenceaccordingo

mediaregulation

Green

accepted

representations

Text/visualsthat
would bedeemed

gratuitouslyviolent,

but havebeenaccepteqg

andrepresenteth

newsarticles.
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Usethis code
whenviolentacts
andperpetrators
of violenceare

keptanonymous.

Do notusethis
codewhenvictims
of violenceunder
theageof 18 are

censored.

6 T mani who
cannotbenamed
to protecthis
daughter
identity

6 T iman,who
cannotbee
namedby law
until hehas

pl eadedé

Usethis code

whengratuitously

violentactsand
perpetratoref
violenceare
namedoutsideof
theboundsof the

mediaregulation.

Do notusethis
codewhenvictims
of violenceunder
theageof 18 are

namedor shown.

0 T hseriesof
dramaticimages
showshow a
toddlerwas
thrownfrom the
roof of a

shackébd

6 Avideo,

purportedlytaken




3. Space

occupiablespaces

Text/visualsthatshow
afreedomor
unquestioned
occupatiorof space

103

momentsafter
therapeordeal,
depictedanaked
manwho was
partly coveredn
blood.The
governmenhas
calledon people
notto sharethe
Andi sturb
%

i deo. 6

Usethis code
wherelanguage
andvisualsallude
to thefreedom
peoplehaveto
existunopposedn

spaces.

Do notusethis
codeoutsideof
victim and
perpetrator

context.

0 T hvassfter
theydid not
accepthatonly
150utof 125
sitesin thearea
would bemade
availableto
residentof Joe

S|l ovoébd




restrictedspaces

Text/visualghatshow
arestrictionor
legislationagainst

occupatiorof space
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O0Accotodi
patronsthe
motherof the
child went
looking for her
aftershenoticed
shewasnotin the

playar ea . 0

Usethis code
wherelanguage
andvisualsallude
to therestrictions
peoplehaveto
existandmove
unopposedn

spaces.

Do notusethis
codeoutsideof
victim and
perpetrator

context.

6 whenyou
build ashack
illegally,| 6 m
goingto stop

youoo

o0 T Iman
allegedly
watchedhelittle
girl in the
restauranplay
areaandlater




4. Social

Psychopathies

extenuating social

psychopathies

Text/visualsthat
ignorethepossible

sociopsychological

diagnosisor struggles

of theperpetratoasa

possiblelink to the

violentact.
aggravating social| Text/visualsthatuse
psychopathies thesocioc

psychological

diagnosisor struggles

of theperpetratoasa

possiblelink to the

violent act.
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followed herto
thebat hr o

Usethis code
wherelanguage
andvisuals
highlighttheact
withoutthe
possibility
sociopathic
strugglesof

perpetrators.

Oétmanods
actionshad
underminedheir
struggleto
protecttheir

homes. 6

Usethis code
wherelanguage
andvisuals
highlighttheact
asaresultof a
possible
sociopathic
strugglesof
perpetrators.

0 ét hamwas
allegedlyfound
with substance
thatlookedlike

cocaine.




ADDENDUM B.1: JOE SLOVO FATHER ENCODES

Under-siege

fling
toddler off shack roof

Baby in middle of protest unharmed
after being caught by metro cops

Naziziphiwo Buso,
Siyabonga Sesant and
Zizonke May

IERCING screams marked

the moment a Port Eliza-

beth man tussling with a

police officer flung his tod-
dler from the rooftop of a shack as
he defied officials trying to demol-
ish his home yesterday.

As_residents screamed. metro
police officers standing below deft-
ly caught the smiling one-year-old —
unharmed - who seemed unaware
of her perilous situation.

More violence wastafollowwhen
a.mob from the Joe Slovo informal
settlement, near KwaDwesi, tried
later to burn down the house of a
councillor whose wife and two chil-
dren were trapped inside, but dis-
persed when police were alerted.

The youny father’s shocking ac-
tions followed a tense standoff in
Joe Slovo during which an SAPS of-
ficer had, moments before, tried to
negotiate with the man from the

top gba luppo.pazked close by,
er a frenetic #} ﬂ
with police the'38-vear-old man was

overpowered, arrested and charged
later with attempted murder.

The frightening scene — watched
by horrified Joe Slovo residents —
was captured in a series of dramat-
ic images taken by a Herald pho-
tographer.

The man had been clutching his
haby daughter to his chest on his
corrugated iron rooftop amid a
heavy police presence in the area

to safeguard the process as the
SAPS etro pulice and muaicipal
officials itw* demaolishing

E built on | egally occupied
mm

e fa hé%vilh the assistance
of a 35-year-old woman identifiec
as the toddler's mother, had
chimbed onto the roof of the last
shack still standinyg with his child
after about 150 residents had
urged him to do so, some chanting:
“They will do nothing to it
et

most 90 structures had been
demolished earlier.

But, later. a furious mob whose
shacks had been destroyed at-
tacked the home of Ward 41 coun-
cillor Simphiwe Tyukana,

The screams of the councillor's
wife, Zanele. her two small child-
ren and a neighbour did nothing to
deter the group. who appeared de-
termined to burn the house down
- with the four trapped inside.

Tyukana was not home at the
time. "The une moment we were
sitting inside the house, the next,
rocks came flying through the win-
dows - all of the windows are shat-
tered,” Zanele said.

“A boulder landed right in front
of me and my children, along with
the curtain.

“I was terrified for my children,
who were crying hysterically.

“The mob shattered all of the
windows. then set a tyre alight,
which — at first — they tried to force
through the lounge window.

“When that didn't work, they put

the burning tyre at me Iront door [in

an attempt to burn it] to get inside.”

Zanele said the two bodyguards
appointed by the municipality
who were with them at the time
had fled the scene.

At his office not far from his
house, Tyukana had received a call
from his brother, informing him
protesters were trying to burn his
house down.

“I immediately called the police
and then jumped into my car to
drive home,” he said.

Tyukana said the protesters had
fled in all directions when they
heard the police were coming.

Police were still on the scene
last night after Tyukana opened a
case of public violence and arson.

Police spokesman Captain An-
dre Beetge said the case was being
investigated. Referring to the inci-

REPORT CONTINUES: P2
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REPORT CONTINUES FROM P1
dent involving the child who was

S i

named said: “I did not expect him to
throw his baby off his roof - what he
didis dlsgusting because the poor ba-
by do with the

ese sites will have water and
had paid R2 000 two weeks ago electricity available.
for this material they are demolishing Land invasions have gripped the
. country, with municipalities in
Tshwane, Hermanus and Nelson Man-
dela Bay struggling to stop them.
President Cyril Ramaph

e resident sald the man’s actions
had undermlned their struggle to

! issue is at the heart of the
EFF s mantra for people to be un-
apologetic in their quest to take back
the land.

EFF leader Julius Malema appeared
briefly in the Bloemfontein Magis-
trate’s Court last week to answer for
es,” he allegedly contravening the Riotous
eople have waited for years to Assemblies Act for inciting his sup-
get these houses - and people are try-  porters to invade land.
ing to steal their opportunity.” The prosecution asked for the mat-

Asked whether the municipality ter to stand down until July 27.

The Herald , 13 April 2018, Page 1
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Officer hailed as hero after saving baby from fall

RAAHIL SAIN
A NELSON Mandela Bay
metro police officer has been
hailed as a hero after he caught
a one-year-old baby girl after
she was flung from the roof of
a shack by her father.
Constable Luyolo Noju-
lumba caught the baby after
her 38-vear-old father dangled
her by her ankle betore throw-
ing her from the roof of their
shack in the Joe Slovo intor:

o
e drama made inter-
national headlines. Not a man
of many words, Nojulumba. 27,
was rewarded with a commen-
dation by metro police chief
Yolande Faro yesterday.

Nojulumba, who plays
rugby for a local club, said
when he caught the baby, she
stopped crying immediately.

“When I caught the baby
she stopped crying. Then I ran
with her because members
of the public_were throwing
stones. When she got in the

vehicle, she fell asleep and then

woke up at Kwadesi police sta-
tion, but she was no longer

cry&g-“_‘ said.
g o;ul%ba. a metro police

officer for just over a yean
described the incident as a ter-
rifying experience.

Faro said it was a proud
moment and the team was
grateful that Nojulumba had
managed to catch the baby

t
occurred. “He goes out there

to serve and protect. When I
asked him, 'What were you
thinking?', he said the only
thing he was thinking about
was that the baby must be safe
and he needed to do everything
in his power for the baby not to
be har sal

(it was) like the baby felt
was out o# langer, arﬁ {
mean she is only one-year-old.

That was one thing that struck
me completely m terms of the

Saturday Argus, 14 April 2018, Page 5
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incident.” Faro said.

In October last vear, Noju-
lumba received a commenda-
tion for being the first metro
police ofticlal to confiscate an
illegal firearm in the Mother-
well area.

The baby’s father is in cus-
tody and is to appear in the
New Brighton Magistrate's
Court on Monday on a charge
of attempted murder.

The Ki i
PeS .cd
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Support for dad who flung tot

Community rallies round as Joe
Slovo dweller appears in court

Athena O'Reilly

OE Slovo community mem-
bers arrived at the New
Brighton Magistrate's
Court yesterday in support
of a father who tossed hi
on&year-uld daughter lro

pending further mvestlgdtton
He had initially faced a charge of at-
tempted murder and is being held in

een clutching hls ba-
by daughter to his

uilt on ille
pied municipal land.

He was on the roof for
about five minutes be-
fore he threw the baby,
spurred on by members
of the community, who
shouted “throw, throw,
throw".

Dozens of community
members who wanted to
see the man released on
bail. claimed yesterday
he did not throw his

na

. said.

DA_councillor_Ngaba Bhanga_said
they were in support of the court’s de-

. The man

e little girl off the shack

roof lastweek Picture: WERNERHILLS
cision to deny bail.

“This is a typical example where we
do not value the life of our children, we
use our children to make a statement —
[that] is not acceptable,” he said.

“The court was very clear that bail
was denied and we are happy [about
that] because we have to protect our
children.

“We have a situationin
South Africa where our
children’s rights are un-
dermined and | think
this community and the
father should learn that
the lives of our children
are very important.”
Metro  Police  chief
Yolanda Faro, who atten-
ded the proceedings
along  with  Constable
Luyolo Nojulumba - who
caught the baby after she was flung off
the roof - said she had faith justice
would prevail.

“We are against women and child ab-
use, We understand and agree that the
court needed to postpone the matter
as more charges might be added,
pending the investigation,” she said.

“At this stage we are in agreement
and know that the police will do a
proper investigation to ensure the law
runs its course.”

The case was postponed to April 23
for further investigation as a social
worker's report needs to be present-

d. The man will remain in custody un-
‘il then.

The DA's Zakhele Mbhele said there
were several pressing issues around
the case.

ffort within its limited resources to

rovide housing opportunities and it

loes not help if those processes then
hecome blocked because of things like
protests and illegal occupations,” Mb-
hele said.

“We need everyone to come on
hoard and get on the same page so
that the municipal process can help as
many people as possible.”

E I know the metro is making every

Qualily, Yalue, chme |

o &
P
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the courtwhere a father was charged with child abuse
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PE dad denied bail after child abuse charges

African News Agency

A PORT Elizabeth father has
made his first appearance in
the New Brighton Magistrate's
Court on a charge of child
abuse after he allegedly flung

A charge of attemp
der was withdrawn against
Mthobeki Katali after the pros-
ecution indicated that he would
be charged with child abuse,
a schedule one offence, until
such time there was further
evidence to institute a charge
of

mur-

ened to throw her from a shack
roof in an attempt to force
metro officials not to take down
the structure.

““ﬁﬁ"“‘lm
Hmr m the rooftop.

But she was caught by a
metro police member and was
unharmed during the ordeal.

The baby girl has since been
placed in the care of social ser-
vices.

State prosecutor Nontshu-
mayelo Balicawa opposed bail
based on the charge of child
abuse being provisional.

The prosecutor added that
police were unable to verify
his new address after his shack
was demolished.

Balicawa said: “If you look
at the nature of the offence, the
child was thrown from a roof.”

I

lcawa questioned

|L 18 releaseg !“en W !B l

Cape Times, 17 April 2018, Page 4

113

agistrate Shivan Maharaj
said the court needed to take
the child s interests into con-
sid

Luyolo Nojulumba, who ca

the baby girl during the ordeal
was also at court yesterday, as
were members of the commun-
ity in support of the father.

10f1
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Baby-tossing dad: ‘Fdidn'twanttokilFher

THE man accused of throwing his one-

Caj

ﬁrgi as he threatened to throw her off the
roof of a shack in Joe Slovo informal settle-
ment and eventually as he did. The child
was caught by a metro police officer, Con-
stable Luyolo Nojulurnba.

Prosecutor Nontshumayelo. Balicawa
said the father was now facing a charge
of child abuse, after the initial charge was
downgraded from attempted murder “
i ek.

Igl mi! a”rney xo!m Moolman

petitioned the court yesterday for his cli-
ent bereleased onwarning. Moolman read
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Magistrate Shivan Maharaj released the
father on a warning, and said that as part
of his release, he was to meet with the so-
cial worker in order to visit his child.

The case was postponed to May 29,

Speaking to the media outside the
court, the father said he had seen the po-

lice wei f
w Wm
is house if he jumped on the roof with

his child.

spokesperson Tsepo
said there was no proof that the man had
intended to kill his daughter. -~ News24.

ES

Mk u :
- Quaues n quick fix

1 0of 1

L]



ADDENDUM B.2: DROS RAPIST ENCODES

Reproduced by Sabinet Online. Copyright of this material belongs to the publisher of this article

Dros reacts to child’s rape at restaurant

THE Dros restaurant group has issued
a statement three days after the alleged
rape of a six-year-old girl at one of its
restaurants,

On Saturday, the girl was allegedly
raped in the men’s toilet of a Dros steak-
house franchise in Silverton, Pretoria.

In the statement, the restaurant “con-
firms” the incident.

“We have been in contact with the
parents of the child to convey our sympa-
thy and offered our assistance in any
form that would (or could) reasonably
be required in a matter of this nature,”
the statement reads.

The 20-year-old suspect had been
provisionally charged with rape, posses-
sion of drugs, assault with intent to do
bodily harm and intimidation, Phindi
Mjonondwane of the National Prosecut-
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ing Authority (NPA) told Talk Radio 702
on Tuesday.

“The incident involves a minor so I
can’t disclose any information about it,”
police spokesperson Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Lungelo Dlamini told News24.

Reports of the sexual assault first sur-
faced onFacebook, Netwerk24 reported.

The post, dated September 22, reads:
“I'm at Dros in Silverton en this man
jus raped a six year old in the toilet...po-
lice are here, she is bleeding...the guy
looks 24..apparently he was scouting
her while she was playing in the kids area
en waited for her to go to the toilet (sic).”

On Tuesday, the Cifizen reported that
the man allegedly snatched the girl from
the women’s toilet and took her to the
men’s toilet where he raped her.

According to the paper, the mother
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of the child could not find her and heard
noises coming from the toilet.

She reportedly could not open the
door and started making a commotion.

The man then opened the door and
was found to be naked. The child was
also undressed and bleeding from the
groin,

A witness told the Cifizen that pat-
rons assaulted the suspect. He had to be
locked in the toilet for his protection,
and was taken to hospital by ambulance
after his arrest.

"The Dros head office said it had been
in close communication with the own-
ers, management and staff of the Dros
outlet where the incident took place, but
declined to comment further because of
the “sensitive nature” of the case.

— News24,
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Cheers as Dros rape
accused drops bail bid

Nico Gous, lavan Pijoos

and Ernest Mabuza

The crowd in the packed court-
room erupted and cheered
when they heard the news -
the alleged Dros rapist is not
applying for bail and will re-
turn to prison.

The 20-year-old man ac-
cused of raping a seven-year-
old girl in the bathroom of the
Dros restaurant in Silverton.
Pretoria, was visibly nervous -
biting his lip and staring in
front of him — during the court
proceedings.

Civil society movement Not
in my Name has called for a
charge of attempted murder to
be added.

The man, who may not be
named by law until he has
pleaded. wore a dark grey
sweater, black jeans, white
socks and orange {lip-flops.

He had visible injuries to his
face and ear. allegedly inflicted
after he was caught.

Children carrying placards
reading "No bail for rape and
murder” and “Don’t hurt us”
joined scores of people outside
the Pretoria Magistrate’s Court
during the hearing.

Tshwane mayor Solly Msi-
manga, ANC regional chair
Kgosi Maepa and ANC Wo-
men'’s League general secretary
Meokgo Matuba were also at
the court, where political par-
ties and onlookers had gath-
ered in large numbers.

Some peeked through a

window in the door to try to
get alook at the accused,
whose hair has been complete-
ly shaved off.

Roads around the court
were closed and there was a
heavy police presence.

The court first heard an ap-
plication by Netwerk24 to al-
low the media to take pho-
tographs before and after court
preceedings.

Magistrate Marley Mokoena
granted the application for still
photographs, but allowed no
filming.

The accused was returned
to the holding celis after this,
but returned after the adjourn-
ment with a changed outfit,
this time emerging in a light
grey hoodie.

His eyes were glued to the
floor as he covered his face.

Mokoena postponed the
case to November 1.

The state asked for the post-
ponement for further investiga-
tion, to launch an application
to obtain the suspect’s cell-
phone for “forensic download-

ing” and outstanding DNA
evidence.

“His grandmother indicated
that he {the accused] does have
a cellphone and he knows
where it is,” state prosecutor
Sanet Jacobson said. -

According to Netwerk24,
one reason why the man is not
applying for bail is because he
had been living with his grand-
mother, who has cut ties with

him and is reportedly not will-
ing to provide her home ad-
dress for his bail application.

Legal Aid attorney Riaan du
Plessis, representing the
suspect, said that if the state
wanted to obtain the man's
cellphone, it must apply to
do so.

“It is the accused’s private
property and he has the right
against self-incrimination and
providing [the] cellphone, and
just making an order without a
proper application from the
state does not mean it should
be granted.

“It is my submission that it
will lead to an unfair trial, be-
cause the accused has the right
against self-incrimination.” Du
Plessis said.

“It is my instruction from
the accused that he does not
want to help the state regard-
ing these issues at this stage.”

Elaborating on the man’s in-
juries, Du Plessis claimed that
police officers at the Silverton
police station had instructed
him to do push-ups, before
kicking him.

“There are other instances
of assault, which the accused
also reported, that is that he
was hit with epen hands and
with belts,” he said.

Du Plessis said the man had

sustained some injuries when
customers at the Dros had hit
him on the head with a broken
beer bottle after he was caught.
His injuries included a cut
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to his right ear, resulting in four
stitches, two cuts to his fore-
head of about 15¢cm each, and a
bloodshot left eye.

Huisgenoot reportedly
spoke to a family member of
the victim, who said: “She is
getting all the support that she
needs.

“She has doctors and
paramedics who looked after
her and are still taking care of
her.”

Msimanga, who met with
the family of the victim on
Monday to offer support, said
they were “taking it very, very
hard”.

The mother had not been
available for the meeting.

“We will continue to offer
whatever support they need
from us in this particular time,”
he said.

“The engagement was very
heartbreaking, because you
have an innocent child who
doesn't know what is happen-
ing around [her]. You feel a

REPORT CONTINUES: P2




Rape accused
drops bail bid

for further investigation.

He faces a charge of rape,
possession of drugs, intimida-
tion and assault with intent to

REPORT FROM: P1

sense of wanting to do more
but you don’t know what more
you can do.”

He said that when he had
engaged with the police, he
was told that there were signs
that a rape had occurred at the
restaurant.

Different political parties,
civic organisations and others
joined hands outside the court
in a show of solidarity against
rape.

Bikers against Child Abuse
were also present, with the
streets outside the court echo-
ing with the revving of motor-
cycles.

Themba Masango, secre-
tary-general of the Not in My
Name movement advocating
for the protection of women
and children, said the accused
must never see the light of day
again.

“This is not just rape. A child
almost died at the Dros restau-
rant,” he said.

“That is why we say this
should be escalated to a charge
of attempted murder.”

The accused made his first
appearance in court on Tues-
day last week, when the case
was postponed for seven days

cause ous bodily.
! as allege
found with a substance that

looked like cocaine, which has

TLe assault cEarges reEe to
him allegedly hitting out at
waiters with a belt after he was
caught.

The man allegedly watched
the little girl in the restaurant
play area and later followed
her to the bathroom.

According to patrons, the
mother of the child went look-
ing for her after she noticed she
was not in the play area.

She allegedly caught her
daughter’s attacker in the act.

A video, purportedly taken
moments after the rape ordeal,
depicted a naked man who
was partly covered in blood.

The government has called
on people not to share the “dis-
turbing” video.

Commission for Gender
Equality spokesperson Javu
Baloyi said they were monitor-
ing the case. — TimesLIVE, with
additional reporting by Sipho
Mabena
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