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Confidentiality?  
Anonymity?  
Withdrawal?  

  

  

  
Total Score/ Percentage  

  

  
   Weak (0-30%)               
   Moderate (31-65%)  
   Strong (66-80%)  
   Excellent (81-100%)  

  
(Studies below the threshold stipulated in the category strong shall be excluded. In 

addition, studies not focusing on the impact of maternal methamphetamine (‘tik’) 

use on the cognitive development and school readiness of children in early 

childhood development shall be excluded.)  
  

  
Score (/45)  

  
     %  

  
Overall Outcome: Include  Exclude    Seek Further Info   
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Appendix F: Critical Appraisal Tool for Mix Method Studies 

 

  

Critical Appraisal Tool for Mixed Method Studies  

  
Reviewer: ________________   Author: ________________  

  
Title: ________________________________ Year: _______  

  

    

Study Purpose   Yes (1)  No (0)  

  
1. Is the problem statement made explicit?  

  
2. Is a clear rationale for the study provided?  

  
3. Have the aims been clearly stated?  

  
4. Are the objectives clearly stated?  

  
5. Are the aims and objectives explicitly linked to the research question?  

 Total:    

    

  

  

  

  

Literature Review      

  
1. Has an extensive literature review been conducted to inform the context 

and background of the study?  
  

2. Has a theoretical framework been identified?   

  
3. Are gaps in the literature identified?  

  
4. Is the need for further research addressed?  

  
Total:  

  

    

Study Design  Yes (1)  No (0)  

  
1. Is the research design clearly identified (e.g. RCT, cohort design, 

case study, grounded action theory, etc.)?  
  

2. Are the essential features of the design stipulated?  

  
3. Has the author/s indicated reasoning for their design selection?  

  
4. Does the research design address the aims and objectives of the 

study?   
  

Total:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Sampling  Yes (1)  No (0)  
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1. Is the source population identified?   

2. Is the method of sampling clearly identified?  

3. Are the inclusion and exclusion criteria explicitly identified?  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

4. Is the sampling method appropriate for the aims and objectives 

outlined in the study?   

5. Is the sample representative of the population?  

6. Is the sampling size justified?   

Total:   

  

  

Outcomes  Yes (1)  No (0)  

  
1.  

  Were the instruments used clearly identified?   

    

  

  
2.  Are these instruments appropriate?     

3.    
Were steps taken to ensure the reliability of outcome measures?  

   

  
4.    

Did the author/s account for potential bias?   

  

   

  

  
5.  Has the researcher accounted for their role in the current study?     

6.  

  
Total:  

  

  
Were psychometric properties reported on (scale of sample, data 

produced by instruments, etc.?   

   

  

  

  

Findings  Yes (1)  No (0)  

  
1. Are the results clearly stipulated?  

  
2. Are outcomes justified by adequate findings (both statistical and 

descriptive findings)?   
  

3. Are methods of analysis appropriate?  

  
4. Are results correctly interpreted in relation to the research question?   

  
5. Are qualitative and quantitative results integrated?  

  
Total:   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Conclusion  Yes (1)  No (0)  
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1. Is the conclusion clear?  

  
2. Is the conclusion supported by the findings?  

  
3. Are appropriate recommendations made?  

  
4. Are limitations explicitly identified?  

  
Total:   

  

  

  

  

  

Ethical Considerations  Yes (1)  No (0)  

  
1. Was ethical approval obtained from an identifiable committee?  

  
2. Did the author/s report on gaining access from appropriate institutions?  

  
3. Have the following ethical issues been reported:  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Informed consent  
Confidentiality  
Anonymity  
Withdrawal  

Total:   

  

  

  
Total Score/Percentage  

  
6. Weak (0–30%)  
7. Moderate (31%–65%)  
8. Strong (66%–80%)  
9. Excellent (81%–100%)  

  
(Studies below the threshold stipulated in the category strong shall be excluded. In 

addition, studies not focusing on the impact of maternal methamphetamine (‘tik’) 

use on the cognitive development and school readiness of children in early childhood 

development shall be excluded.)  

  

  
Score (/41)  

  
%  

  

  
Overall Outcome: Include  Exclude    Seek Further Info   
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Appendix G: Data Extraction Sheets   

 

Author     General Description      

  Target population   Demographic Variables   Geographic Location   Aim/problem statement   

          

          

          

          

 

 

Author    Methodology         

  Study Design   Theoretical underpinning   Sampling method  Sample size   Data collection method/instrument  

            

            

            

            

 

 

Author     Findings and Analysis       

  Results, Evidence, Findings   Conclusion  Recommendations  Limitations of Study  
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Appendix H: Ethical Clearance letter  
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